
PEST INFORMATION SHEET

Thrips

DESCRIPTION
Adult thrips are slender and may 
appear as black or brown slivers on 
your leaves. They feed on your plants 
by using their mouths to draw plant 
cells out. The adults are weak fliers, 
usually taking short flights from leaf to 
leaf or plant to plant. Nevertheless, 
they disperse rapidly throughout a 
crop. Adult thrips will enter grow 
spaces through vents and doorways. 
At all stages they may be dispersed on 
workers' clothing and on infested 
plants, growing media or equipment.

LIFE CYCLE & 
PREFERENCES
The life cycle consists of six stages: egg, 1st 
larval instar, 2nd larval instar, prepupal, pupal 
and adult. Female adult  thrips live up to 30 days 
and lay 2-10 eggs per day. At 20°C, development 
from egg to adult takes approximately 19 days. 
At 25°C, it takes 13 days. 

The eggs are inserted into soft plant tissues, egg 
hatch gives the leaves a speckled appearance, 
with the degree of speckling corresponding to 
the number of hatched eggs. The larval stage 
consists of 2 instars that also feed and develop 
on the leaves. 
SCOUTING
You may be able to see the adult thrips fly or 
jump if you disturb the area in which they are 
present. Yellow or blue sticky cards are 
attractive to thrip species and are an easy 
way to see if they are present. 

Plants will show bronze or silver coloured 
defects, and become brown and brittle. These 
bugs like flower buds and new growth best 
so watch these areas the most closely.

TREATMENT
Amblyseius cucumeris is a gluttonous 
predatory mite that feeds mostly on immature 
stages of thrips. 

The Orius insidiosus is a predatory insect that 
uses its long rostrum to pierce prey and drain 
the contents.

Amblyseius swirskii is another predatory mite 
with a big appetite that will also dine on white 
fly and spider mites. 

As the Amblyseius degenerans predatory 
mites reach the nymphal life stage, they 
become very effective at eradicating thrips.

Lastly, the Nematode steinernema feltiae live 
in the soil and actively hunt for prey, entering 
natural openings and infecting the host.
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