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  October 2017 Fall Newsletter   

LOOKING AHEAD 

2018 SDTA Spring Rendezvous 

April 28, 2018, Sanborn County 4-H,            

Forestburg, SD 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
To Be Announced 

 

2018 SDTA Fall Rendezvous 
September 7-8, 2018, Ft. Pierre, SD 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

To Be Announced 

THANK YOU! 
Many thanks to those that help make our rendezvous a 
success, folks without which we could not have such a 
great event. Here are the names of the people that 
helped in the kitchen/grill for the Fall meeting:  

Martha Poppenga, Dave Hermanson, Trudy  

Hermanson, Rockell Guest, John Guest, 

Galen Sichmeller, Georgia Sichmeller. 

Wild game feed:  

Arron Doyscher, Rob Fuller, John Guest 

Rockell Guest, Georgia Sichmeller 

Galen Sichmeller.  

Also we wish to thank ALL that brought some-
thing for the wild game feed as well!! 

  The fall convention for the South Dakota Trap-

per’s Association was held Sep 15/16 at Clark SD. 

Despite some pretty wet weather and cooler temps 

it was a huge success!  Attendance was up, ven-

dors did well and the demos were fantastic.  A su-

perb effort by the “kitchen crew” ensured a game 

feed on Friday and pork loin dinner on Saturday 

kept us well fed during the wet times!  A special 

thank you to Martha Poppenga who got up at 6 am 

to have breakfast (and coffee!!!) ready before eve-

ryone woke up. Emily Mitchell from SDSU gave a 

very detailed and informative briefing on her re-

search into the swift fox and how it is faring in west-

ern SD. In addition to our awards, we were pleased 

to get back on track and awarded two $500 schol-

arships this year. Alex Lischeon (SDSMT) and Emi-

ly Mitchell (SDSU) were this year’s recipients.  

I wanted to talk about the directors. What a great 

bunch of folks who dedicate a lot of family time and 

money to serve in these vital positions. This year 

you elected three new directors to replace Tom 

Lohr, Jeff Clark and Gary Fawbush. Fair to say 

folks, close to if not over 100 years of combined 

trapping experience left the board this year. I know 

all three of these men, have worked with them and 

can honestly say they worked their tails off for the 

SDTA. We are a better organization due to Tom’s 

youth education, Gary’s attention to financial detail 

and Jeff’s fur handling. These three left huge shoes 

but I know our new directors Cheri, Josh and Bud 

are already bringing new ideas to the table and will 

ensure we are a strong and visible organization. 

Cheri has been in accounting for 28 years, Josh 

won the Best of the Best last year and Bud knows 

where every billboard in the state is located. It 

takes a lot to ask folks to give up trapping time, 

personal time and more importantly family time. 

Thank You to those leaving for all your hard work 

and to those coming on for all you will do.     

** CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 ** 

 

 

Above: Galen Sichmeller 
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Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and mail to the address below. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South Dakota Trappers Association 
Inc.  I have never been convicted of a felony, am in good moral character and will 
work to promote the interests and betterment of trapping. 
 
---------    NEW               ------------     Renewal 
 

Name: -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
City:------------------------------------------    
 
State: ---------------      Zip:--------------------- 
 
Email: ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phone Number: ---------------------------------------- 
 
Occupation: ------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----Adult Membership- Includes "The Trappers Post" magazine $30.00 
 
----Junior Membership- (under 16yrs) Includes The Trappers Post $13.00 
 
----Adult Membership- Without "The Trappers Post" magazine $20.00 

 
Make Checks Payable to SDTA 

Mail To: Cheri Fuller 

Woman of the Year:  This award is to 
give recognition to your supportive wife 
or significant other who goes above 
and beyond to support you in your trap-
ping endeavors. Please send a descrip-
tion about why your wife or significant 
other deserves this award to: John 
Hopple via email by August 15th for 
consideration Postal nominees must be 
sent by August 10, 2018. Email to 
johnhopple@yahoo.com 

Treasurer’s Report 

Since I did not run for another term on the 
SDTA board of directors this is my last report. I 
would like to thank everyone for their support 
and understanding while I was your Exec Sec/ 
Treas. 

At our fall convention in Clark we had 10 new 
members join the SDTA, with 28 renewals. The 
Kramers were our top sellers for raffle tickets 
with 175 books. They donated their $200.00 gift 
certificate to a drawing for the youth. Thank you 
for your generosity! 2

nd
 place went to Virgil 

Horst with 40 books and 3
rd

 place was Charlie 
Bode with 32 books. Jim Kummer and Eric 
Sichmeller sold 30 books each and will receive 
a free one year membership to the SDTA. 

Thanks again everyone. I hope you all have a 
safe and great trapping season this fall. 

Gary Fawbush 605-256-6329 

Fawbushg@gmail.com 

*** NOTICE *** 

It was decided that for the Spring convention 

2018 Best of the Best will be a mink, which 

must be put up. 

 The winner of the Best of the Best receives 

$100. 

FTA Director’s Report 

 Greetings SDTA members, 

 Thanks to everyone that 
signed up as new members 
or renewed their member-
ship at our fall rendezvous. 
One of the benefits of being a 
FTA member is receiving the 
Fur Taker Magazine month-
ly. It is a very informative 
magazine that keeps the 
trapping community in touch 
with current legislative is-
sues. It also has trapping sto-
ries and highlights past and 
present trappers. If you are 
interested in joining the FTA 
please contact me to get an 
application or just stop into 
my shop to sign up. 

Steve (Pete) Peterson 

605-482-8131 

Seeking Nominees for Awards 

David Carlson Most Improved 

& Professional Young Trapper: 

If you know a trapper 16 years or 

younger who has demonstrated 

great professionalism in trapping, 

please write a brief description 

about why you think they deserve 

this award and send to:  

John Hopple, SDTA President, 

7012 Juniper Ct., Black Hawk, 

SD 57718, 605-791-1156   or  

johnhopple@yahoo.com 

Deadline: August 15, 2018 

SDTA Director Contact Info 

John Hopple, President    
7012 Juniper Ct.              
Black Hawk, SD 57718         
605-791-1156  
johnhopple@yahoo.com 
 

Craig Parkhurst Vice Presi-
dent/Newsletter 
PO Box 26 
Armour SD 57313 
605-744-0133 
cplaw@unitelsd.com 
 

John Guest, Secretary   
17792 424th Ave,            
Clark, SD 57225                 
605-880-2153  
johngwce@itctel.com 
 

Cheri Fuller, Executive Sec/
Treasurer     
PO Box 67  
Henry, SD 57243              
605-520-2178                   
Cheribaby0426@gmail.com  
 

Pete Peterson, FTA Coord. 
22251 448th Ave 
Ramona, SD 57054           
605-482-8131                  
trapperpete@alliancecom.net 
 
Josh Pettigrew, Tanned Fur 
Coord 
1403 S. Lawson St.                 
Aberdeen SD 57401          
605-380-6916              
jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com  
 
John Almquist, Youth Ed Co-
Coordinator  
521nd St. NE, 
Watertown, SD 57201 
(605) 880-4165 
jcalmquist@aol.com 
 
Mark Steck, NTA Rep./
Director                          
28162 SD Hwy. 11            
Canton SD 57013                       
605-728-5793                    
dakotalinemark@yahoo.com 
 

Bud Hart, Billboard Coord 
15140 416th Avenue  
Conde, SD 57434  
605-382-7711  
 
Kris Hoffman, Tech Coord 
46926 308th St  
Burbank SD 57010  
605-659-4878  
dakotalinekris@yahoo.com  

mailto:Fawbushg@gmail.com
tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/
mailto:Cheribaby0426@gmail.com
mailto:trapperpete@alliancecom.net
mailto:jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com
mailto:dakotalinekris@yahoo.com
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Donated Fur ** CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ** 

One last push for volunteers. The directors do a lot of 

behind the scene work for 5 gun shows, a 10 day 

stock show, ice fishing tournament, 2 conventions 

and host of water shows, 4-H, Scouting and FFA as 

well as civic trapper education events. A few hours of 

your time means more than you realize. We as an 

organization could not do all we do and represent you 

the way we do without your support. We have Tim 

Larson doing trapping demos at outdoor events, Ray 

Maize running the Pierre gun show and too many oth-

ers to list in one article. Please contact any director to 

help with any of these events.  We are in need of vol-

unteers for the billboards and to assist with gun 

shows-trapping demos and other events. Much 

like the Adopt a Highway, we need more mem-

bers to help for a few hours a year with these 

vital and highly important items. I cannot stress 

this enough, we need your help to remain a 

strong and VISIBLE organization. The time for 

people to know who we are is not when some-

one from Hollywood starts running anti trapping 

adds in our state. We must, must be proactive 

and the more events we attend, the more 

shows have a trapping demo, the more bill-

boards people see throughout the state the bet-

ter educated the public is and the better under-

stood we are. Help us help you!   

Good luck to all this season and no matter the 

fur prices or the weather, take time to enjoy 

your lines. 

John Hopple, SDTA President 

 

Aaron Doyscher 

 1 coon - Put up 

 1 coyote - Put up 

 1 mink - Put up 

Jeff Clark  

 5 coons - Put up 

 1 coyote - Put up 

 1 fox - Put up 

 
1 muskrat - Put 
up 

Russ Cambern  

 3 coons - Put up 

 1 badger - Put up 

 2 fox - Put up 

 
2 coyotes - Put 
up 

Bud Hard  

 1 fox - Put up 

 
1 muskrat - Put 
up 

Craig Parkhurst  

 
1 elk 
skin  

 1 coyote - Put up 

Alex Leschisin  

 1 coyote - Put up 

Peterson Furs  

 
2 cross fox - Put 
up 

Larry Yunker  

 8 coons - put up 

Jordan Fast  

 1 carcass mink 

Mark Yetter  

 1 red fox - Put up 

Ken McDonald  

 1 beaver - Put up 

 2 badger - Put up 

John Almquist  

 1 carcass skunk 

 1 beaver - Put up 

 
4 muskrats - Put 
up 

Monte Pottratz  

 
9 muskrats - Put 
up 

Terry Olson  

 
3 muskrats - Put 
up 

 1 beaver - Put up 

Josh Pettigrew  

 
1 skunk - Put up 
"Best of the Best" 

Craig Hoffman  

 1 tanned coyote 

 3 carcass beaver 

 1 tanned fox 

Rich Vockradt  

 1 carcass coyote 

Jerry Pderson  

 1 beaver - Put up 

 1 coon - Put up 

Mike Wiedenbush 

 1 beaver - Put up 

 1 fox - Put up 

************************************************************ 

Pictured Left: Donated Fur ends up on the sale rack 

for SDTA, earning much needed dollars for the     

association                                     

************************************************************ 
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SDTA 

Above: Some of the vendor’s booths that were 

found at our Fall 2017 Convention 

Melvin Fluth, 86, Bridgewater, SD died Sunday Au-
gust 27,2017 at the Diamond Care Center in Bridge-
water. Memorial services were Saturday September 
2 in Emery. Burial with Military Honors were at the 
Bridgewater Cemetery. 

Melvin Clarence Fluth was born on February 21, 
1931 to Clarence and Marie Fluth. He lived in the 
Bridgewater area his entire life. After graduating High 
School in 1949 Melvin served in the USMC during 
the Korean War. He married Irene Matthaei on March 
13, 1952. They lived in North Carolina for a short 
time and after being released from the Marines re-
turned to farm in South Dakota. 

Melvin`s passions were always hunting, fishing and 
trapping. His lifelong dream was fulfilled when he 
started his own trapping and fur buying business with 
his brother Marvin. M&M Furs started in a chicken 
coop until it grew too large and was moved to a new 
building on the edge of town. M&M Furs soon pro-
duced one of the first trapping supply catalogs and 
became one of the largest trap suppliers in the world. 

After selling the business and retiring Melvin spent 

his time enjoying hunting and fishing. Melvin was al-

ways a great supporter of the SDTA. He will be 

missed.                                                                                             

************************************************************ 

Gary Dale Poppenga, 75, died 

Tuesday, Oct. 10, 2017, from 

injuries due to a fire in his home. 

He was born in Turner Co. in 

1942, In 1989 he married Martha 

Dupuy. Gary farmed near Len-

nox, and was a member of the 

SD Trappers Association. Survi-

vors: wife, Martha; children: Susan (Thomas) 

Dykshorn, Sioux Falls and Stacy (Donnie) Eichhorn, 

Hartford and eight grandchildren. Gary was a great 

supporter of the SDTA and his passing is a great loss 

to us all  

Obituaries 

                           New Director 

Hello fellow trappers, my name is Josh Pettigrew and 
your newly elected director. First of all let me tell you a 
little bit about myself. I was born and raised in Aber-
deen, South Dakota. I still currently live and work 
there. I am a foreman bricklayer for B&H Masonry in 
Aberdeen. I am married to my lovely wife Brittany and 
we have three beautiful little girls Addyson, Haidyn and 
Emmersyn. And they all love to go trapping with me. 
Well the younger two do, my oldest is more into being 
a ballerina and a cheerleader than a trapper. But I'm 
working on her. I will be taking over the tanned fur pro-
gram for the association. I am excited and nervous to 
take over this program but i know everything will be 
just fine. Well in closing I am looking forward to this 
new adventure as a director in the SDTA.                   

*****RAFFLE WINNERS***** 
 

Box of lure - Wayne Heilman 

Grub stake – John Karlen 

Grub stake – Jolie Lien 

Grub stake Wayne Heilman 

Grubstake – Galen Sichmeller 

Youth Grubstake – Hunter Martell 
Gun raffle – Paul Zieroth 

Fishing Trip – Susan Hopple 

Hunter Martell $200 gift certificate (Kramer draw-
ing) 
Mark Yetter $100.00 tanned fur raffle (donated 
back to SDTA) 
Craig Parkhurst $50.00 tanned fur raffle (donated 
back to SDTA) 
(Due to space limits, more winners will be published later) 
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SDTA 2017 Fall Membership meeting, September 16, Clark, SD  

AND THEY’RE OFF! 

Directors present: John Hopple, Gary Faw-

bush,  John Guest,  Craig Parkhurst,  Jeff Clark, 

Mark Steck, Pete Peterson, John Almquist & 

Tom Lohr. Absent: Kris Hoffman 

Presidents report: John H. informed the mem-

bership of all that we do throughout the year 

outside of just the spring and fall conventions. 

Some of the events that we attended through-

out 2016 included: Five gun shows across SD, 

two water festivals, our annual ice fishing tour-

nament, ten days at the Black Hills stock show, 

Ellsworth AFB trapper class, boy scouts, pa-

rades, youth trapper school at Peterson Fur & 

the Great Plains Outdoorsmen grant that we 

received. 

Awards: 

Koeffler: Jeff Clark 

Benefactor of the year: Leo Hoeft 

Volunteer of the year: Ivan Burdant 

Woman of the year: Marie Larson 

Most Improved: Alex Leschisin 

Scholarship winners: Emily Mitchell & Alex 

Leschisin 

NTA report: Mark stated that he attended that 

NTA board meeting in Rockford, Illinois and 

was very impressed with everything. Mark also 

thought that the NTA membership level seems 

to be holding steady/strong and also stressed 

the importance of how we need to support the 

NTA. 

Treasurer’s report: Gary reported that our cur-

rent membership was 268 and then gave the 

financials. 

Secretary’s report: John G. asked if anyone 

would like the 2017 spring minutes read or if 

anyone had any questions. No report was 

given. 

Newsletter update: Craig stated how he’d 

been working hard at making our newsletter 

bigger, better, more readable & efficient. It 

was also mentioned from the membership 

that perhaps we could email out the newslet-

ter. Craig said that if persons were interest-

ed in receiving an email version of the news-

letter they would need to give their email ad-

dress to us. 

Youth Ed: John A. spoke of some of the 

events that the SDTA participated in this 

past year including a youth trapping school 

at Peterson Furs, water festivals & step out-

side programs. John also asked the mem-

bership to become more involved with help-

ing out the directors so that we can do more 

events across the state.  

***CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 *** 

Above: Danette Block, the winner of the 

Weatherby 12 gauge pump 
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*** CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 *** 

NAFA: Tim Larson presented the SDTA with a 

check in the amount of $583.00; this represents ¼ 

of 1% of all of the SD fur shipped/sold with NAFA. 

Tanned Fur report: Jeff read off the names of all 

that donated fur this past year and thanked every-

one that did. Jeff also mentioned how helpful it is 

when we the members can put our fur before do-

nating it! A complete listing of donators will be got-

ten from Jeff and published. Jeff also took time to 

thank everyone for allowing him to be the SDTA 

tanned fur coordinator these past years and an-

nounced that he would not be running for the BOD 

this year. 

Election of BOD: This year there were five direc-

tors up for reelection, they were: John G, Gary F, 

Tom L, Jeff C. & Craig P. Gary F, Tom L & Jeff C 

did not seek reelection. There were six nomina-

tions: John Guest, Craig Parkhurst, Bud Hart, 

Cheri Fuller, Dave Hermanson & Josh Pettigrew.  

The election resulted in a tie with both Bud Hart & 

Dave Hermanson. Dave withdrew his nomination 

so a revote was not needed. The elected directors 

were: John G, Craig P, Bud H, Cheri F & Josh Pet-

tigrew. 

****Meeting adjourned. 

Woman of the Year 2017:                                        

Marie Larson presented with the award by 

SDTA President John Hopple 

******************************************** 

Below: SDTA President John Hopple presents 

the Lyle Koffler Award to Jeff Clark 

Pictured Right: Mr & Mrs. Ron Kramer, with 

the winner of the  $100 gift certificate that they        

donated back to the youth drawing 
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SDTA Directors Meeting 

September 16, 2017 - Clark, SD 

Directors in attendance: John H, Craig P, Josh P, 

Bud H, Cheri F, Mark S, Pete P, John A & John G. 

Absent: Kris H. 

President: John Hopple 

Vice President: Craig Parkhurst 

Executive Secretary/Treasurer: Cheri Fuller 

Secretary: John Guest 

Tanned Fur coordinator: Josh Pettigrew 

Youth Ed: John Almquist 

NTA Rep: Mark Steck 

FTA Rep: Pete Peterson 

Billboard coordinator: Bud Hart 

Tech “website/Facebook”: Kris Hoffman 

2018 spring convention: Location will be Forest-

burg, SD April 28, 2018 

Motion to adjourn: Pete Peterson 

Seconded: Cheri Fuller 

NEW DIRECTOR 
 
Hello everyone,  
My name is Cheryl Fuller I'm 56 years old, mar-
ried to Robert Fuller and we have four sons. My 
youngest is 13. I have worked in accounting for 
at least 28 years. I have worked for the printing 
industry's, construction industry's and plumbing 
supply company. I have an associate degree in 
science. I have also worked for Walmart as a 
customer service manager. So I do have much 
experience in retail. Since moving here to South 
Dakota I have learned how to trap and skin ani-
mals. Robert and I own Fox Lakes Fur. I go 
hunting and love to fish. I also run a bird clean-
ing business and clean bars and a few homes. 
During the winter my son is a figure skater so 
we go to a lot of competitions. In the summer I 
have sheep to wash and break to lead for the 
state fair and 4-H. Other then that I'm a stay at 
home mom.  

****************************************************** 

Farm Products Promotion 

I have returned to the board of directors and 
was asked to once again be in charge of our 
billboards.  I don’t believe anything has been 
done with the billboards in the last year, but I 
promise you Farm Products will be up and run-
ning again next spring. 

Our annual poker tournament was held on Fri-
day night of the Fall Rendezvous. One hundred 
twenty dollars was generated for the billboards.  
I want to thank all those who played in the 
game and also all those who came to wish me 
a happy birthday.  A good time was had by all. 

Finally, I would like to thank SDTA loyal sup-
porter NAFA, that donated $100 towards bill-
boards. 

**Bud Hart 

************************************************** 

Pictured Left: Fur mittens donated by 

Cleveland Hide and Fur, Inc., Sisseton, SD  
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_____________________________________________________________ 

SDTA 
PO Box 67 
Henry, SD 57243 

***NOTICE*** 

SDTA Newsletter now is selling advertising spots.       

 

                  Fees and Sizes are as follows:                                                                                                                                                                                                             

$15.00 for Business Card                                                                                                                        

$50.00 for Quarter Page                                                                                                                         

$75.00 for Half Page 

Please send any email addresses you would 

like to receive SDTA Information at, to        

Kris Hoffman at dakotalinekris@yahoo.com. 


