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    November 2016 Fall  Newsletter           53 Years      1963-2016 
      Editor: Craig Parkhurst 

President’s Report 

Hello Trappers! I wanted to start off by saying I am 

humbled and excited to be your new President. I 

have been trapping for over 40 years and honestly 

never expected this type of an honor. I was more 

than happy being “Trapper John” to my friends and 

family. Being asked to serve as your President is a 

task I do not take lightly. I am here for trappers. I 

could care less about politics or past issues or who 

is friends with who. If you are a trapper, you have 

my interest. I have served over 35 years in the 

USAF now. 28 years active duty and 7 years now as 

a DOD civilian when I retired in 2009. Honesty, 

integrity and loyalty are not words to me but a way 

of life. As long as I am your President I am here for 

the Trappers of South Dakota. 

We need your help! A main reason I hear people 

are hesitant to serve on the Board of Directors is 

the amount of work they do behind the scenes. Lo-

cating good convention spots, securing demo ex-

perts, coordinating vendors, working the SDTA 

booth, meal preparation, setting up and conducting 

the auction as well as set up and clean up are just 

some of the tasks for our 2 conventions. Now mix 

in all Jeff’s work with tanned furs (skinning, flesh-

ing) Bud and now Tom’s work on the Billboards, 

Gary taking care of our finances, Craig with the 

newsletter and then throw in a Black Hills Stock 

Show and several gun shows/outdoors venues and 

an ice fishing tournament and it is overwhelming at 

times.  There is a reason we have a Volunteer of the 

Year award every year. There is always something 

going on and we will never turn down help. You do 

not need to be a Director to work one of the gun 

shows or help set up a convention site or assist Jeff 

with fur handling. If you can spare a few hours any-

where anytime just reach out to one of the Direc-

tors and trust me, your assistance will be greatly 

appreciated.        

We are trying our best to ensure you the members 

are well aware of our events and conventions well 

ahead of time. Both our Spring and Fall conventions 

have dates and locations set. A list of the shows we 

are having the SDTA booth at this year is also listed 

later on in this newsletter. Due to weather and other 

factors, the date/location for the ice fishing tourna-

ment has not been set yet but this is becoming one of 

our most popular events and great fund raiser for us. 

John Guest has done a fantastic job organizing this 

and securing sponsors. Our goal is to get you to in-

formation faster and on time so you can make plans 

to attend these events.  

I look forward to meeting as many of you as I can at 

these events and always, always willing hear (and 

spin a few of my own) trapping stories. My email is 

posted and I will be honest, I hate phones. I do not 

even own a cell phone I am happy to say. Most of the 

places I trap have no cell phone coverage and my 

daughter married a rancher (daddy’s little girl!) so I 

am usually not near a phone anyway. We have a real-

ly good group of Directors on the board with some 

new and innovative ideas so let us know what you 

think and how we can help you…the Trapper we rep-

resent.  

HAVE FUN ON YOUR LINE! 

John  Hopple -   President SDTA 
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SDTA Director  
Contact Info 
 
John Hopple, President 
7012 Juniper Ct. 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 
1-605-791-1156 
johnhopple@yahoo.com 
 
Kris Hoffman Vice President/
Technology Coordinator 
108 N. Main Street 
PO Box 540 
Lennox SD 57039 
PH:  605-744-0133 
www.dakotalinesnares.com 
 
John Guest, Secretary 
17792 424th Ave,  
Clark, SD 57225 
605-880-2153 
johngwce@itctel.com 
 
Gary Fawbush,  
Executive Sec/Treasurer 
814 NW 6th St. 
Madison, SD 57042 
605-256-6329 
fawbushg@gmail.com 
 
Jeff Clark,  
Tanned Fur Program Coord. 
11120 44th Ave,  
Veblen, SD 57270 
605-520-5924 
 
Pete Peterson, FTA Coord. 
22251 448th Ave 
Ramona, SD 57054 
605-482-8131 
trapperpete@alliancecom.net 
 
Tom Lohr, Youth Ed Co-
Coordinator 
325 1st St. SW 
Watertown SD 57201 
605-881-4009 
tomjameslohr@gmail.com 
 
Craig Parkhurst, Director 
PO Box 26 
Armour SD 57313 
605-724-2410 
cplaw@unitelsd.com 
 

Mark Steck, NTA Rep./

Director 

28162 SD Hwy. 11 

Canton SD 57013 

605-728-5793 

dakotalinemark@yahoo.com 

NOTICE: Black Hill Stock Show 

The Black Hills Stock Show 

SDTA booth has been reserved 

and paid for already. The dates 

will be Jan 27, 2017 through Feb 

5, 2017. I would like to follow the 

last 2 years script and focus on 

education, instruction and may-

be even demos this year. We 

had a lot of young people come 

to our booth last year and the 

better informed they are now 

the better educated a future vot-

er is going to be.  

**John Hopple, President 

I’ve reported on the work FPP has done this summer in the 

last two newsletters so I won’t go into detail other than to 

say we had some fix and repair work to do on the Kransburg 

sign and we put up a new billboard west of Waubay. 

We received twenty-nine dollars in donations at our fall con-

vention and the poker tournament brought in sixty dollars 

more. Galen Sichmeller won the poker tournament this year, 

congratulations to Galen. I extend a thank you to all that 

played this year. 

For those of you who weren’t at the convention or haven’t 

heard, I was not reelected to B.O.D. What this means is I 

will no longer be in charge of Farm Products Promotion. 

When I first met Clinton Clark in 2002, I told him I would 

help him with his billboards in any way I could. In working 

with Clinton, I soon felt the same passion he had for promot-

ing hunting, the fur industry, gun ownership, etc. and run-

ning down the animal rights groups. I sincerely hope whoev-

er your B.O.D. appoints to be in charge of FPP, displays the 

same passion and dedication. 

In closing, I again want to thank all those who in any way 

helped in with the billboards. 

**Bud Hart 

Billboard Updates: Farm Products Promotion  

Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and mail to the address below. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South Dakota Trappers Association 
Inc.  I have never been convicted of a felony, am in good moral character and will 
work to promote the interests and betterment of trapping. 
 
---------    NEW               ------------     Renewal 
 

Name: -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
City:------------------------------------------    
 
State: ---------------      Zip:--------------------- 
 
Email: ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phone Number: ---------------------------------------- 
 
Occupation: ------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----Adult Membership- Includes "The Trappers Post" magazine $30.00 
 
----Junior Membership- (under 16yrs) Includes The Trappers Post $13.00 
 
----Adult Membership- Without "The Trappers Post" magazine $20.00 

 

Seeking Nominees for 
Awards 
David Carlson Most Improved 
& Professional Young  
Trapper: If you know a trap-
per 16 years or younger who 
has demonstrated great profes-
sionalism in trapping, please 
write a brief description about 
why you think they deserve this 
award and send to:  
 
John Hopple, President 
7012 Juniper Ct. 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 
1-605-791-1156 
johnhopple@yahoo.com 
 

Deadline: September 1, 2017 

Youth grubstake winner, 

Daxton Williamson 

Vendors who donated to Youth Education: 

Katz Brothers, Grawe’s Lures, Hoosier’s Trap Supply, R&M 

Lures, Jeff Dunnier, The Snare Shop, PCS Outdoors, and 

We Trap-em Supplies 

 

**Bud Hart 

SPRING SDTA RENDEZVOUS: 

SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2017 @ the Sanborn  

County 4-H building, FORESTBURG, SD 

****************************************** 

tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/
mailto:trapperpete@alliancecom.net
tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
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Mark Steck: 
 
It is a privilege for me to 
serve as a director to the 
SDTA. I moved to South Da-
kota in 1983 to trap fox. Now 
South Dakota is home. I have 
been blessed in many ways. 
Currently I own Dakotaline 
Snares. Excellent employees 
allow me to come and go. I 
send 2-3 months in Western 
SD every fall trapping. Like I 
said, I am blessed. 
My goals as a director are 
simple, defend, promote, and 
perpetuate trapping. I want a 
strong organization with a 
vision that paves the future 
for us. We must evolve with 
the times and be nimble in 
accomplishing our mission. 
More specifically my goals 
are 
-Better use social media  
-Optimize electronic commu-
nications among the member-
ship 
-Explore creative ways to 
bring youth into trapping 
-defend the profession 
against the ever increasing 
legal and legislative threats in 
South Dakota and the U.S. 

Kris Hoffman: 
 

I grew up in South Dakota and 
am an avid trapper and father 
to six children, 4 girls and 2 
boys.  My favorite animal to 
trap and snare is coyotes.  I 
want the association to be-
come a membership that con-
tinues to work very closely 
with the state to preserve and 
protect our trapping rights for 
years to come.  I want my kids 
(and all trappers in the future) 
to be able to have at least the 
same opportunities that we 
have today. 

MEET THE NEW SDTA DIRECTORS 

John Almquist: 
  

    I do not need a lot of introduction to our members since I have already 
served as your SDTA director from 1984-2012. However, a lot of newer 
members in the past 5-6 years may not know who I am, except through 
my trapping lure and bait business.  Trapping has been a huge part of 
my life since I started on our family farm near Peever, SD.  I have not 
missed a season on the trapline in the past 60 years.  Even when fur 
prices were at rock bottom, I still trapped with a lot of energy merely be-
cause I felt it was part of my obligation and tradition. After graduating 
from South Dakota State University in 1966 with a BS degree in Wildlife 
& Fisheries, I worked for 33 years as a biology and earth science  in-
structor with the Watertown Public Schools. During those years I man-
aged to put in some pretty good trap lines.  Although, I really needed to 
budget my time well, since teaching was always my first priority. Now 
that I am retired my trapline experiences have actually expanded. I guess 
as long as my health holds up and I still have that good old drive and mo-
tivation, I will keep the tradition alive. I started my own Dakota Prairie 
trapping lure and bait business about 12 years ago. Over the years the 
business has seen a great deal of change and growth. Changing with 
the up and down fur markets has and still is a real challenge, and I al-
ways try to perfect and improve my products for my customers. In many 
ways this business is not much different than teaching, because good 
relationships with other people have much to do with being successful. It 
is not all about the products itself.  
    I first became a SDTA member back in 1982 where I attended a spring 
convention in Webster, SD. A couple of other trapper friends from Water-
town urged me to come along with them to the meeting. So out of curiosi-
ty I went along. You might say that a lot of my life changed after that Sat-
urday in April.  Since that time I have served the  SDTA as secretary/
treasurer, public relations director and newsletter editor. When I became 
a director the SDTA was a very well respected conservation organiza-
tion, thanks to numerous fine people who served before me. I felt it was 
by obligation to continue that tradition and even make it better. Lyle Kof-
fler and Gerald Jacobson, both co-founders of the SDTA were really my 
inspiration to continue to make it better. I was fortunate to have corre-
sponded with Gerald a lot while he lived in Sioux City, IA. Lyle Koffler 
moved to El Paso, TX.  Despite his failing health, I did get to talk to him 
on the phone one time and I corresponded through letters a few times up 
until a year before he passed away. I believe that I was very fortunate to 
have even the opportunity to have those visits.  
    My greatest achievement as a SDTA director with the help of many 
other people in the organization was working to establish an effective 
youth trapper education program in South Dakota.  I also put a great deal 
of emphasis on outreach trapper education for the general public. On 
November 8, 2016, trapping as a tradition will be tested in Montana when 
the public votes on I-177. If trapping issues like this ever come to SD we 
will succeed, providing we make sure that the people of our 
state understand what trapping is all about. The public will support us if 
they know who we are and if we get the real  message out about how 
trapping benefits all wildlife, humans and the entire ecosystem.  
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6 
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2016 Fall Membership meeting,  

September 17, 2016 Parker, SD 

The SD wildlife federation, which has been in exist-

ence for 71 years and has approximately 3,500 

members, was invited to speak at the opening of the 

membership meeting. Representatives Chris & Mark 

spoke of non – meandered lakes being hot topics in 

Day County & referred to 3 major cases, Waubay 

Lake, Roberts vs. Cooper & Dennier vs. Hepler. He 

stressed the importance of right a ways for all 

sportsmen and asked the SDTA for our support. 

NTA: President Chris McAllister spoke on several 

topics including the lynx lawsuit, incidental take 

permits “Maine DNR website” Montana’s cites law-

suit & Initiative #177, which is on the ballot for 

Montana November 9, 2016. Chris also added that 

nearly $150,000 has been donated from state trap-

per’s associations to help aid in Montana’s fight. 

President’s report: Anna announced that after serv-

ing nine years on the BOD she was stepping down. 

She also reported that she was recently named the 

NW regional director for the NTA. She also an-

nounced that the SDTA had donated a total of 

$5,000 to the Montana trappers association to help 

fight the antis. 

Treasurer’s report: Gary stated that we currently 

have 303 paid members. Financials were reported 

and Gary also made mention that to date “2016” the 

SDTA had donated a total of $6,940.00 between 

both donations & dues. 

Secretary’s report: John read the 2016 spring con-

vention minutes. 

Tanned fur report: Jeff said that there were lots of 

donations this past year and thanked all that donated. 

He also made mention that the BOD had donated a 

full line of fur to the Brooking’s Park & Rec which 

will be used for youth education. A full listing of the 

fur donations may be obtained by contacting Jeff if 

interested. 

Billboard update: Bud informed us that a new sign 

was installed this summer near Waubay and thanked 

Dave Skide & Kevin Gaikowski for helping him with 

the project. Bud also mentioned that the sign at Bea-

dles, “north of Aberdeen” needed to be rebuilt next, 

perhaps next spring. It was also stated that Farm 

Products had paid $104.00 in DOT fees & $450.00 

for two sign rentals this past year. 

Youth Ed: Tom stated that the Brookings water festi-

val was well attended again this past year with ap-

proximately 1,200 kids attending and also the youth 

fest in Watertown was well attended. 

FTA report: Pete attended the FTA convention July 7 

– 9 this past year and mentioned the dates for the next 

two years conventions. 2017, June 22 – 24, Manches-

ter, Iowa & 2018 will be the 50th Anniversary in 

Wisconsin. 

FTA continued: Pete also stated that the FTA had do-

nated $5,000 to the trapping college at Purdue Uni-

versity and was going to send an additional $5,000 

for a total of $10,000 

New business: 

Director election: Five directors were up for reelec-

tion – John Hopple, John Guest, Bud Hart, Joe Carda 

& Pete Peterson. “Joe Carda did not elect to re run.” 

Anna Hermanson stepped down with one year re-

maining on her term so this created a total of six di-

rector positions open. 

John Hopple, Pete Peterson and John Guest remained 

on the board, while John Almquist, Mark Steck and 

Kris Hoffman were newly elected. 

 

**John Guest 
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Treasurer’s Update 
 

Fall has finally arrived. I hope everyone is able to get 

out and do some trapping this fall. 

We had good attendance at our fall convention in Par-

ker. We had nine new members join the association 

with many renewals. I would remind everyone that if 

you are not receiving the Trappers Post and you 

should be please contact me to see if we can get the 

problem resolved. 

 

The winners from our raffle tickets sales were as fol-

lows. 

Marsha Kramer.         126 books.          $200.OO Gift 

certificate 

Eric Sichmeller.            66 books.          $100.00 gift 

certificate 

Tom Mickelson.           52 books.           $50.00 check 

Sadly Tom passed away prior to our convention and 

his family received a check rather than a gift certifi-

cate. 

Virgil Horst sold 42 books and received a free mem-

bership. 

If anyone would like to help at the gun shows or fish-

ing tournament please contact  one of the board mem-

bers. 

Have a great trapping season! 

**Gary Fawbush 

Exec Secretary/Treasurer 

1
st

     Ron Bryan  

2
nd

     Mark Piehl  

3
rd

     Allan Voller  

4
th

     Galen Sichmeller  

5
th

     Al Lewis  

6
th

     Dale Buck  

7
th

     John Hopple  

8
th

     Jerry Daniels  

9
th

     Brad Larson  

10
th

   James Thibodeau 

2016 Fall Raffle Ticket Winners 

****************************************** 

Donated Fur List 
  
Bob Stephenson donated 10 fox & 2 coyotes, all tanned 
Bud Hart donated 6 coons, 1 fox, & 1 muskrat, all put up 
Kraig Hoffman donated 2 beavers, all tanned 
Drawing winners were, John Hopple $100 & Bob Ste-
phenson $50 
  

 It was decided that the spring convention Best of the 
Best will be a skunk, the skunk must be put up. 

   
The winner of the Best of the Best receives $100. 
  
**Jeff Clark 

 ****************************************** 

****************************************** 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
 
 This can be achieved with education programs at 
all levels. This is one reason why our presence at the wa-
ter festivals is so important. Teaching kids about fur at an 
early impressionable age can go a long way as they lat-
er mature into adults. We have many other opportunities to 
influence the public about trapping at sportsmen's shows 
such as the Black Hills Stock Show, the gun shows and 
several other public functions. We can also be effective by 
using local newspapers and TV to our advantage. 
  I feel that the SDTA needs to become more fo-
cused on youth trapper education and outreach trapping 
education to the public.  For those reasons I was 
most inspired to work again as one of your directors. 
  
                                                                      John Almquist 

Greetings SDTA Members, 
  
 The Fur Takers of America held their 2016 Na-
tional Convention in Lawrence, KS July 7th thru 9th. The 
event was well attended with trappers from across the 
US. The 2017 convention will be at Manchester, IA on 
June 22-24th. This is a great opportunity for the trappers 
of South  
Dakota to attend a FTA event.    
 The 2018 convention will celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the FTA. A Golden Anniversary Blanket will be 
raffled at this event in Wisconsin. The blanket will be 
made of furs from across the US donated by each chap-
ter and affiliate. South Dakota will be donating a coyote to 
be used for this blanket. 
 The FTA is currently engaged with the anti trap-
ping initiative in Montana as well as other issues. The 
FTA has sent $5000 to help the Montana Trappers and is 
in the process of sending an additional $5000. 
 We signed up 11 new FTA members at the fall conven-
tion in Parker. Thanks to everyone who signed up as a 
new FTA member or renewed their membership.  
If you are interested in being a FTA member please con-
tact me so we can get you started. 
  
Steve (Pete) Peterson 

*Nancy Bennett posing with the Redlin painting she won*. 

DON LOCKWOOD RECEIVES  

KOFFLER AWARD 

Each year the SDTA awards one SDTA 

member who has done much for the bet-

terment of trapping. The special award this 

year goes to Don Lockwood, Brookings, 

SD. Don, a member of the SDTA for 48 

years, became interested in trapping at a 

young age while growing up in Doland, SD. 

After spending 4 honorable years in the 

military, Don moved to Brookings, SD 

where he got a job at South Dakota State 

University working with computer services 

in the administrative office. For many 

years, Don was also the public address an-

nouncer and voice of SDSU Jackrabbit 

football, basketball and wrestling events. If 

you were ever at a jackrabbit athletic event 

during those years, you probably heard his 

voice. Following his retirement from SDSU 

in 1996, Don continued working with 

Jackrabbit athletic events for a few more 

years. Don has always been an avid hunter, 

fisherman, trapper and golfer. But, his real 

outdoor passion has always been trapping. 

Don ran long traplines both north and 

south of Brookings for several years. A typ-

ical season usually started out with ca-

nines. Then in early November mink, rac-

coon and muskrats were trapped. His trap-

lines continued in the spring for beaver 

and muskrat. Days were long and nights 

were short, working a regular job and try-

ing to fit the traplines in his busy schedule 

throughout the trapping season. Only a 

person with a tremendous amount of de-

sire, energy and motivation could follow 

his path. Don was not just content to trap 

for his own fulfillment.  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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Don Lockwood (left) receiving the Koeffler 

award from Anna Hermanson and John 

Almquist  

HELP GROW YOUR SDTA  

 

The directors would like to announce a new 

incentive program for members that help in-

crease the membership of the SDTA over the 

coming year.  

 

As an incentive, any SDTA member in good 

standing that signs up a NEW member (no re-

newal memberships) will receive 1 FREE book 

of tickets for the 2017 Fall raffle.   

 

In addition, all new members will be entered 

into a Fall convention vendor gift certificate 

drawing (amount TBD).  

 

Good luck and thanks! 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 

Don was a true ambassador of trapping, teaching 

others about trapping and furbearers whenever 

he was asked. Don built up a very nice collection 

of tanned furs that were trapped on his traplines. 

He was often asked on a number of occasion to 

present seminars about SD furbearers at the 

Mammalogy classes at SDSU using his fur collec-

tion. Don also gave trapping and furbearer 

presentations to other various groups in the 

Brookings Area. When the SDTA began doing the 

youth Water Festivals several years ago, Don vol-

unteered to work at the Big Sioux Water Festival 

on the SDSU campus every May. I had the pleas-

ure to work with Don at the Brookings Water Fes-

tival I think about 11-12 years. I was always 

amazed observing his display of energy and en-

thusiasm working with these 3rd and 4th grade 

kids, also the teachers who were eager to learn 

about furs and furbearers as well. The Big Sioux 

Water Festival usually had up to 1,500 kids at 

each event and these kids received hands on expe-

rience with not only aquatic furbearers, but also 

many other SD furbearers. In fact, the SDTA 

Aquatic Furbearer tables were one of the kids 

most popular displays at the entire Big Sioux Wa-

ter Festival. The experience these kids had touch-

ing real fur, trying on fur hats, getting their pic-

ture taken with fur hats, fur ear muffs was price-

less. Every student who visited the SDTA Aquatic 

Furbearer display tables took home at least one 

sample of wild fur, furbearer cards and a furbear-

er crossword puzzle. Teachers were given an SD 

Aquatic furbearer handbook to be used in the 

classroom. When Don retired from SDSU he re-

ceived $150.00 in gift money from his many 

friends. He in turn gave that money to the SDTA 

to be used in our scholarship. To this day even af-

ter retirement, Don is one of the most respected 

persons in Brookings and the SDSU campus.  

Don has done much in his life time for the 

betterment of trapping and its future.  

At age 86, Don still continues to follow the 

trapline. But, he admits that the body is tell-

ing him to slow down. Don Lockwood has left 

a lifetime of trapping and public relations 

legacy for us to follow. The future of our trap-

ping heritage would be pretty good if we just 

had a few more individuals like him.  

   John Almquist 
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Editor’s Note: If you have any suggestions for 

the next issue, I would be happy to hear them. 

Craig Parkhurst, Director 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Woman of the Year:  This award is to give recognition 
to your supportive wife or significant other who goes 
above and beyond to support you in your trapping en-
deavors. Please send a description about why your wife 
or significant other deserves this award to:  
John Hopple 
7012 Juniper Ct. 
Black Hawk, SD 57718 
1-605-791-1156 
johnhopple@yahoo.com 
 
Deadline September 1, 2017 

Here is a list and dates of the Dakota          

Territory Gun shows that we attend: 

January 14-15 2017         
Swiftel Center, Brookings, SD       
Chairman- Vic Carter 605-793-2347 

February 4-5, 2017       
Ramkota Hotel, Aberdeen, SD        
Chairman- Roger Krumm, 605-336-7533 

February 17-18, 2017       
Ramkota River Centre, Pierre, SD       
Chairman- Steve Livermore, 605-280-2438 

March 18-19, 2017         
Codington County Ag Building, Watertown, 
SD                                                                                               

Chairman Vic Carter, 605-793-2347  

Gary Fawbush,  
814 NW 6th St. 
Madison, SD 57042 
 

tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com

