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   March 2019 Newsletter           56 Years      1963-2019 
      Editor: Craig Parkhurst 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

2019 SDTA Spring Rendezvous 

April 27, 2019, Miner County 4-H Grounds,             

Howard, South Dakota 

******************************************************** 

DOORS OPEN AT 9 AM 

FIRST DEMO 9 AM: COON SNARING  

SECOND DEMO 10 AM: CAGE TRAPPING (CHARLIE BODIE) 

GFP BOUNTY BRIEF 11 AM: SDGFP OFFICALS  

NOON: LUNCH 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 1 PM:  

END AT APPROX 2 PM 

GREAT FOOD ALL DAY FROM THE KITCHEN CREW  

YOUTH ACTIVITIES ALL DAY WITH JUSTIN 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING TO FOLLOW  MEMBERSHIP MEET-
ING 

LOOKING AHEAD 

2019 SDTA Fall Rendezvous 

September 13-14, 2019, Winner, SD 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

To Be Announced 

 

 

 

President’s Report 

Hello Trappers:  

Another busy gun and show season is underway!  
There are several shows and events at which the 
SDTA has a presence. We NEED your help!!! 
These shows and events are critical to our public 
outreach and education goals.  The more people 
we educate on trapping and who we are, the 
better chance we have of fending off the anti-
trappers.  Make no mistake, anti-trappers are in 
South Dakota and active.  

I would like to thank Gary Fawbush for 25 years of 
dedicated service. For the last quarter century he 
has been the driving force for our efforts at the 
Water Festival in Sioux Falls.  It is easy to say Gary 
has helped open up the trapping world to thou-
sands, yes thousands, of children. Sadly, this will 
be his last year. We must have a replacement for 
this important event. If you are anywhere near 
the Sioux Falls area please reach out to Gary and 
join him this year (middle of March time frame). 
Not asking for another 25 years but a few hours 
of volunteer time at these events goes a long way 
and is actually fun as well! 

I am sure many of you have heard of a bounty 
program being started as early as this spring. I 
reached out to SDGF&P and verified it is valid. 
However, there are numerous details being 
worked. The logistics of a new program involving 
a lot (a lot!) of money is staggering. Once they 
have the details worked out it will be released. I 
invited them to speak in more detail at our spring 
convention at Howard and they accepted. There 
are a lot of details to be worked out so take the “I 
heard” stories with a grain of salt.   

As you know, the ice fishing tournament was  

[continued on page 4] 
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John Hopple, President 

7012 Juniper Ct.               

Black Hawk, SD 57718         

605-791-1156   

johnhopple@yahoo.com 

  

Craig Parkhurst Vice President/Newsletter 

PO Box 26 

Armour SD 57313 
605-724-2410 

cplaw@unitelsd.com 

  

John Guest, Secretary/asst. Treas. 

17792 424th Ave,             

Clark, SD 57225                 

605-880-2153   

johngwce@itctel.com 

  

Cheri Fuller, Executive Sec/Treasurer     

PO Box 67  

Henry, SD 57243              

605-520-2178                    

Cheribaby0426@gmail.com  

  

Pete Peterson, FTA Coord.  

22251 448th Ave 

Ramona, SD 57054           

605-482-8131                  

trapperpete@alliancecom.net 

Billboard Updates: Farm Products Promotion  

Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and mail to the address be-
low. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South Dakota Trappers Associ-
ation Inc.  I have never been convicted of a felony, am in good moral char-
acter and will work to promote the interests and betterment of trapping. 
 

---------    NEW               ---------    Renewal 

 

Name: -------------------------------------------------- 

 

Address: -------------------------------------------------- 

 

City-------------------------------------------------- 

 

State: ---------    Zip: ------------------     

 

Email: -------------------------------------------------- 

 

Phone Number: -------------------------------------------------- 

 

Occupation: -------------------------------------------------- 

 

---------    Adult Membership 

 - Includes "The Trappers Post" magazine $30.00 
 

---------    Junior Membership - (under 16yrs)  

 - Includes The Trappers Post $13.00 
 

---------    Adult Membership 

 - Without "The Trappers Post" magazine $20.00 
 
 

Make Checks Payable to SDTA 

Mail To: Cheri Fuller 

 

 
 

The SDTA held a direc-
tors’ meeting on the 
16th of February in  
Huron.  
 
One of the things I dis-
cussed with the other 
directors was the bill-
board on the property 
that Jim Beadle has 
sold. I have talked with 
Jim numerous times in 
the last year-and-a-half 
but he hasn't given me 
an answer as to if we 
can replace that bill-
board.       

If we can't put up a new 
billboard I feel we 
should remove the old 
one. Either way I'm go-
ing to need some help 
on that job this summer. 

If you live within 30 or 
40 miles of Aberdeen, 
please give me a call. 
Ask not what your Asso-
ciation can do for you, 
but what you can do for 
your Association.  

- Bud Hart 

Josh Pettigrew, Tanned Fur Coord 

1403 S. Lawson St.                  

Aberdeen SD 57401          

605-380-6916              

jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com  

Bud Hart, Billboard Coord 

15140 416th Avenue  

Conde, SD 57434  

605-382-7711 

No Email 

  

Justin Bartling 

28751 -341st Ave. 

Gregory SD 57533 

605-830-0927 

wetwillysride@hotmail.com 

 

Aaron Doyscher 

Box 247 

Volga SD 57071 

605-690-4095 

trapperad@yahoo.com 

 

Dale Halling 

44091 SD Hwy 28 

Bryant SD 57221 

605-628-2315 

AAAPUREWATER@yahoo.com 

tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/
mailto:Cheribaby0426@gmail.com
mailto:trapperpete@alliancecom.net
mailto:jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com
mailto:wetwillysride@hotmail.com
mailto:trapperad@yahoo.com
mailto:AAAPUREWATER@yahoo.com
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A NOTICE: PLEASE BRING ANY OLD 

ANTLERS (even old white ones) TO 

THE SPRING RENDEZVOUS IN 

HOWARD FOR DONATION TO THE 

SDTA. PROCEEDS USED TO BENE-

FIT THE ASSOCIATION! 

In Memorium 

 

 

 

 

 

Donald C. Lockwood 

August 8, 1929-December 21, 2018 

Died as a result of an ice fishing ac-

cident. 

Donald was a long-time active 

member of the SDTA and a Koffler 

Award winner in 2016 
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[President, continued from page 1] 

canceled this year. It was a safety issue. Reports of 
dangerous ice and potential for disaster were 
raised.  As much as we have come to depend on 
this as a top fund raising event, no amount of 
money raised is worth a life.  John Guest has done 
a fantastic job with this event and it was with a 
heavy heart that we reached this decision. 
However John is exploring the possibility of an 
open water tournament this spring/summer. 
There is a reason he was our Koffler winner last 
year and John never ceases to amaze.  

The Spring Meeting will be at Howard on April 27.  
I am looking forward to seeing you there as this is 
when we as trappers get to spend time with each 
other. Tall tales from the previous season and 
plans for the upcoming season are told and made.  
Both Pete Petersen and Tim Larson will be 
accepting furs, as well as Josh Pettigrew for the 
tanned fur program. If you are West River and 
have furs for the tanned fur program, please 
contact me to drop them off or be picked up.  
Once we have a more detailed listing of demos 
and speakers it will be posted on our web site and 
Facebook for you.  
 

See you in Howard and good luck/enjoy your 
Spring lines! 
 
 

John Hopple, 
SDTA President 
 

Vice-President’s Report 
 
On March 19th, I attended a meeting concerning 
general trapping issues with the SD GF&P in Pierre.  
Ray Maize also attended as a member of the SDTA.  
Western SD Fur Harvesters also attended, as well 
as a representative from the Hound Hunters 
organization. 
 
One of the main topics of the meeting was the 
Governor’s new Second Century Initiative, which 
includes habitat improvement programs, both long 
and short term, and nesting protection programs 
against certain predators, to include the bounty 
program and live trap programs.  It is seen as the 
program will not only benefit pheasants, but 
hopefully all wildlife in the affected areas of the 
state. 
 
GF&P stated that one of the Governor’s prime 
objectives of the trapping and bounty programs is 
to get people, especially young people, outside and 
engaged in outdoor activities, to include trapping 
and wildlife conservation.  It is hoped that the 
incentive of a bounty will encourage young people 
to develop a life-long passion for trapping, hunting 
and wildlife conservation. 
 
According to Keith Fisk at the GF&P,  demand for 
the live traps was overwhelming.  Prior to the 
program start, the state estimated that maybe 
there would be demand for 3000 traps, assuming 
that each recipient got the maximum of 5 traps. By 
the end of the first day, however, the state was 
forced to close the sign-up at 5500 applicants, 
representing almost 16,000 traps to be delivered.  
Fisk stated that due to demand, deliveries of traps 
would be later than planned.  The traps are being 
built by SD Prison Industries. 
 
The state is already scheduling trapping education 
for youth use of the cage traps, and a primer on 
animal habits and trapping methods.  The schedule 
for the classes is posted on the GF&P website if 
you are further interested.     

 
[continued on page 5] 
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[Craig, continued from page 4] 

 

The state invited any SDTA member who would like 
to volunteer to help teach classes to do so.  We 
also briefed the GF&P employees present on some 
of the SDTA education efforts conducted on a 
continuing basis. 
 
Finally, the state has not yet solidified all the rules 
with the bounty program, but plans on doing so 
April 4-5.  Public comment is being accepted online 
at https://gfp.sd.gov/forms/positions/ or mail at 
523 E. Capitol Avenue, Pierre SD 57501, by April 
1st.   
  
River otters were also discussed at the meeting.  
According to the GF&P, study is currently ongoing 
about the delisting of river otters from threatened 
status. Currently the state is studying an area that 
encompasses most of east river SD, divided into 5 
separate basins – the Big Sioux, the James, Lewis 
and Clark Lake, (this basin also includes Clay, most 
of Turner, part of McCook, part of Miner and part 
of Kingsbury counties) the Minnesota basin  
 

(portions of Roberts, Grant, Deuel and Brookings  
counties), and the Upper Red.   

[continued on page 7] 
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FTA REPORT-  

Greetings SDTA Trappers,  

  The FTA is moving forward in 2019 with a num-
ber of new programs. One that I feel is vital to the 
future of trapping is the FTA Youth Outreach Pro-
gram. A new committee will be formed to re-
search ways of connecting with the younger gen-
eration of trappers. There also is a new Furbearer 
Research Grant committee intended to help fund 
important research on furbearing animals. Fur-
bearer biologists are working on several species 
across the US at any given time. This is a proactive 
way to help research studies that will impact fur-
bearing mammals for generations to come. 

 A third committee formed is the Carol 
Krumwiede Trapper Education Grant Fund. With 
an important need for quality trapper education 
throughout the US different groups may access 
ideas through this group on how to get new pro-
grams started. 

 The FTA 51st annual Rendezvous will be held in 
Virginia on June 20-22. If anyone would like more 
information on how to become an FTA member 
please contact me and I will be happy to help you 
get started. 

SDTA Fur Takers Coordinator,  

Steve (Pete) Peterson 

 

 

Pete purchased some of Gary Poppenga’s traps at 
the auction in Fort Pierre and put them to work.  
Pictured below are nice coyotes caught in Gary’s 
old Northwoods #2 traps.  As you can see, they 
work great!  Thanks again Marti!  
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SDTA 

 

[continued from page 5] 

Prior to delisting, certain criteria – to include 
reproduction and distribution- must be met.  As of 
March 2019, reproduction criteria have been met, 
but distribution criteria have not been met in the 
Lewis and Clark basin.  According to the state, 
trappers can most help by reporting any 
incidental/accidental otter catches to the GF&P.    
 
Bobcats were the next subject to be discussed.  At 
present, the GF&P intends on conducting 
additional DNA research on bobcats east of the 
Missouri River, to determine whether bobcats 
east river are closely related to bobcats west river.  
The state has begun to work with a subject matter 
expert on the DNA testing at SDSU, and believes 
that it is a good time to perform the testing, 
because of the expert’s availability.   
 
While it is known that some bobcats cross the 
river on the ice while it is frozen, research could 
inform whether both east and west river 
populations are biologically the same.  In the 
event that is found for example, it may not be 
necessary to set different seasons for bobcats east 
river and west river, because they are not distinct 
biologically. 
 
When I asked about the possibility of bobcat 
season starting earlier to coincide with other 
states, or perhaps extending the season on the 
end, I was told that the GF&P currently lacks the 
research on bobcat populations in general to 
make any new decisions about seasons, either less 
or more.  

Finally, the status of wolves in SD was discussed.   
 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is pro-
posing to delist the gray wolf from the list of en-
dangered wildlife in the lower 48 states.  Presently 
the best scientific information indicates that the 
gray wolf does not meet the criteria of a threat-
ened or endangered species, and thus should be 
delisted.  The USFWS is taking public comment on 
the proposal until May 14, 2019.   
 
To comment electronically, go to:  
 
https://www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2019/03/15/2019-04420/endangered
-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-removing-the
-gray-wolf-canis-lupus 
 
and follow the instructions there.   
 
 
To mail a comment, mail to:  
 
Public Comments Processing 
Attn: Docket No. FWS-HQ-ES-2018-0097 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Headquarters 
MS: BPHC, 5275  
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041-3803 
 
 
Happy trapping! 
 
Craig Parkhurst 
Vice President 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/15/2019-04420/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-removing-the-gray-wolf-canis-lupus
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/15/2019-04420/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-removing-the-gray-wolf-canis-lupus
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/15/2019-04420/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-removing-the-gray-wolf-canis-lupus
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/15/2019-04420/endangered-and-threatened-wildlife-and-plants-removing-the-gray-wolf-canis-lupus
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_____________________________________________________________ 

 

To receive SDTA email and the newsletter electronically, please 

send contact information to: Justin Bartling at: 

wetwillysride@hotmail.com  

 SDTA 

PO Box 67 

Henry, SD 57243   

***NOTICE*** 

SDTA Newsletter is now accepting advertising at the 

following rates:  

$15.00 for Business Card                                                                                                     

$50.00 for Quarter Page                                                                                                      

$75.00 for Half Page 

Please patronize our sponsors 

mailto:wetwillysride@hotmail.com

