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  March 2018 Newsletter          

LOOKING AHEAD 

2018 SDTA Spring Rendezvous 

April 28, 2018, Sanborn County 4-H,            

Forestburg, SD 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
Doors Open at 9 AM 

Coyote Trapping Seminar 10 AM– Noon 
 

2018 SDTA Fall Rendezvous 
September 7-8, 2018, Ft. Pierre, SD 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

To Be Announced 

Hello Trappers 

What a busy time this winter has been! The SDTA 
has been front and center in representing you and 
all trappers in the state at a host of events and leg-
islative affairs. I wanted to start off with a public 
recognition of State Representatives Drew Den-
nert.  

Representative Dennert sponsored a bill that would 
have guaranteed the constitutional right of all law 
abiding residents to hunt-fish-trap in South Dakota. 
Like us he is forward thinking and being proactive. 
The time to act is not when attacked by antis. Un-
fortunately his bill did not make it out of committee. 
I was unable to attend the hearing, however, I lis-
tened via the live stream. I was surprised at the 
opposition. Lawyers and lobbyists representing var-
ious groups to include GFP were opposed to this 
bill. The main concerns were being able to properly 
manage licensing (if it is aright how to control 
sales) and of land owner concerns. Some concerns 
were valid, however, some were not in my opinion. 
I do not think this bill will come next year as a com-
ment from the chairman was “the constitution al-
ready has this in place as it states the pursuit of 
happiness and hunting makes me happy”. Not sure 
that reasoning will play well with lawyers in court 
should we be facing a trapping ban some day but 
we will hold him and that comment up as part of 
our defense! Please take the time to thank Repre-
sentative Dennert for his efforts to support us.  

As many of you know (as you emailed/called me) 
there were a couple cases of dogs being caught in 
snares on public lands this year. The dogs did not 
perish however the owners were quite upset and 
contacted the GFP commissioners. This resulted in 
meetings with the commissioners and GFP hosting 
a round table discuss on solutions between several 
stake holders. The SDTA and the WSDFHA were 
in lock step and solid in opposing any reductions in 
our access to these public lands. It was agreed up-
on that the GFP would increase signs at these are-
as and increase public education that we too are 
allowed in these areas. A common theme from the 
dog owners was they did not know we were al-
lowed there. I offered the assistance of the SDTA 
to attend any...any requested chapter, local meet-
ing of anyone to properly show what we use, how it 
used and assist with this education. A BIG thanks 
to Mark Steck for educating the commissioners on  

** CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 **  

Attendance at the 4th annual fishing tourna-

ment was good and a success by all accounts. 

Pictured below is Danielle Palmer, one of the 

tournaments participants, who won a $50 

drawing for Perch. 

******************************************** 



2 

 

Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and mail to the address below. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South Dakota Trappers Association 
Inc.  I have never been convicted of a felony, am in good moral character and will 
work to promote the interests and betterment of trapping. 
 
---------    NEW               ------------     Renewal 
 

Name: -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
City:------------------------------------------    
 
State: ---------------      Zip:--------------------- 
 
Email: ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phone Number: ---------------------------------------- 
 
Occupation: ------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----Adult Membership- Includes "The Trappers Post" magazine $30.00 
 
----Junior Membership- (under 16yrs) Includes The Trappers Post $13.00 
 
----Adult Membership- Without "The Trappers Post" magazine $20.00 

 
Make Checks Payable to SDTA 

Mail To: Cheri Fuller 

Woman of the Year:  This award is to 
give recognition to your supportive wife 
or significant other who goes above 
and beyond to support you in your trap-
ping endeavors. Please send a descrip-
tion about why your wife or significant 
other deserves this award to: John 
Hopple via email by August 15th for 
consideration Postal nominees must be 
sent by August 10, 2018. Email to 
johnhopple@yahoo.com 

Treasurer’s Report 

I have been working on renewal of current 
membership and getting our computer system 
cleaned so it can run faster. Hopefully we will 
all have new credit card readers in time for the 
fall convention, so our members can purchase 
merchandise or update membership via credit 
card or debit card purchases. 

Cheri Fuller, SDTA Treasurer 

*** NOTICE *** 

It was decided that for the Spring convention 

2018 Best of the Best will be a mink, which 

must be put up. 

 The winner of the Best of the Best receives 

$100. 

Seeking Nominees for Awards 

David Carlson Most Improved & Professional Young 

Trapper: If you know a trapper  16 years or  younger  

who has demonstrated great professionalism in trapping, 

please write a brief description about why you think they 

deserve this award and send to:  

John Hopple, SDTA President, 7012 Juniper Ct., Black 

Hawk, SD 57718, 605-791-1156   or  

johnhopple@yahoo.com  

Deadline: August 15, 2018 

SDTA Director Contact Info 

John Hopple, President    
7012 Juniper Ct.              
Black Hawk, SD 57718         
605-791-1156  
johnhopple@yahoo.com 
 

Craig Parkhurst Vice Presi-
dent/Newsletter 
PO Box 26 
Armour SD 57313 
605-724-2410 
cplaw@unitelsd.com 
 

John Guest, Secretary   
17792 424th Ave,            
Clark, SD 57225                 
605-880-2153  
johngwce@itctel.com 
 

Cheri Fuller, Executive Sec/
Treasurer     
PO Box 67  
Henry, SD 57243              
605-520-2178                   
Cheribaby0426@gmail.com  
 

Pete Peterson, FTA Coord. 
22251 448th Ave 
Ramona, SD 57054           
605-482-8131                  
trapperpete@alliancecom.net 
 
Josh Pettigrew, Tanned Fur 
Coord 
1403 S. Lawson St.                 
Aberdeen SD 57401          
605-380-6916              
jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com  
 
John Almquist, Youth Ed Co-
Coordinator  
521 2nd St. NE, 
Watertown, SD 57201 
(605) 880-4165 
jcalmquist@aol.com 
 
Mark Steck, NTA Rep./
Director                          
28162 SD Hwy. 11            
Canton SD 57013                       
605-728-5793                    
dakotalinemark@yahoo.com 
 

Bud Hart, Billboard Coord 
15140 416th Avenue  
Conde, SD 57434  
605-382-7711  
 
Kris Hoffman, Tech Coord 
46926 308th St  
Burbank SD 57010  
605-659-4878  
dakotalinekris@yahoo.com  

Tech Coordinator  

Report 

I hope that everyone had a suc-
cessful and safe trapping season 
this last fall.  The writing has 
been on the wall for a while now 
with the SDTA website.  It 
lacked functionality and also did 
not let you (the membership) 
renew or purchase member-
ships through the site.  Early 
this year I was able to take some 
time and overhaul the site com-
pletely.  It is much more user 
friendly, has links to everything 
we as an association are doing, 
and also will let you renew or 
purchase a membership.  Please 
check out the new site and be 
sure to patronize the site spon-
sors while you are there! http://
www.sdta.info./   

Kris Hoffman— 

SDTA Tech Coordinator 

It was a cold day out on the ice, 

Some had luck and some did not 

tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/
mailto:Cheribaby0426@gmail.com
mailto:trapperpete@alliancecom.net
mailto:jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com
mailto:dakotalinekris@yahoo.com
http://www.sdta.info./
http://www.sdta.info./
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** CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ** 

snares and Jeff Clark for attending these meetings with me.  

Now add in the 10 day Stock show, Aberdeen, Watertown 
Pierre gun shows, Water Festivals and the boy-girl scout, 
4H, FFA events we are invited to and you see a pattern.  

I do not want us to be known as an organization that has a 
spring and fall meeting only.  

We need to be proactive and out front. We must educate 
the public on who we are and how we do it and at times 
when needed call out those who do stupid things with 
traps/snares and are not doing it legal.  

As I stated earlier this year lets make 2018 the year of the 
trapper and ensure it is for the RIGHT reason and not the 
wrong reasons. We have a chance to protect our heritage 
for the next generation and grow our ranks to ensure we 
are heard when we speak. Let’s work together and at the 
end of the year we can celebrate in style the way we 
do…..on the line checking traps.  

See you in Forestburg 28 April, 2018. Tim Larson and Pete 
Peterson will be accepting furs again this year (as will Josh 
Pettigrew for our tanned fur program). Don't forget the mink 
Best of the Best and your photos.   

John Hopple, SDTA President 

Enjoy your lines and have fun! 

************************************************************ 

Pictured Above: Donated Fur ends up on the sale 

rack for SDTA, earning much needed dollars for the     

association                                     

************************************************************ 

FALL RENDEZVOUS RAFFLE WINNERS 

Eric Witt won a  drawing donated by  
Ron Kramer. 
 
Also, large raffle winners: 

Lyle VanKekerix –  

Savage Axis Combo 

Danette Block – Weatherby 12 gauge 

Mike Kummer – Savage Axis 

Alan Voller – 700 c.i. smoker 

Mike Graves – Tree stand 

John Sieverding – Fox Pro caller 

Crystal Larson – shotgun shells 

Matt Piehl – Game table 

John Rassel – Cast Iron cook set 

Paul Mentele – game processing set 

DONATED FUR 

Jeff Clark—1 Coyote, 1 Red Fox & 1 Raccoon, all 

put up 

Craig Hoffman—1 Red Fox and 2 Coyote 

Dave Rieck—3 Beavers 

Terry Olson—4 Muskrats, put up 

Jerry Pederson—2 Muskrats & 1 Raccoon, all put 

up 

Mike McGillivray—Skinned Coyote 

Jacob Kloos—1 Mink 

********************************************* 

Greeting fellow trappers.  I hope everybody has 

had a great season.  As the trapping season is 

winding down now is the time to consider do-

nating some of your furs to the tanned fur pro-

gram.  Our selection is getting low as we are 

selling quite a few at our gun show booths.  I 

am accepting any donations at my residence 

and Pete Peterson is also taking them at his 

shop.  I would prefer pelts to be put up but will 

take well-handled carcass donations as well.  I 

would also like to thank the above members for 

their donations.  

 

Josh Pettigrew 

SDTA Tanned Fur Coordinator 

******************************************** 
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Directors in attendance: Craig, Bud, Pete, Josh, John 

G, John A, & Cheryl. 

Directors absent: Mark, John H & Kris 

Craig called the meeting to order. 

Pete/Fur takers update: Pete informed us that the 

SDTA’s renewal/affiliation with fur takers was due, 

this is a $100 fee, and also asked if the SDTA would 

again be willing to make another donation of $200 to 

fur takers as we did in 2017. Craig made a motion for 

both the $100 & the $200, John G. seconded. Motion 

carried unanimously. Pete also brought two coyote 

skulls which were donated to the SDTA by Craig 

Hoffman, Pete’s thoughts were to set them out at the 

upcoming Watertown gun show and try to sell them. 

Youth Ed: John A. is planning on holding some sort 

of youth ed class on the Saturday of our upcoming 

spring convention in Forestburg, details not yet final-

ized. John A. also made mentioned that Ron Kramer 

had spoken to him earlier about possibly helping/

hosting a youth trapping school on his land this 

spring, John A is going to reach out to Ron and talk 

more about this idea. 

Treasurer: Cheryl stated that she did not think that 

we needed to purchase a new computer for her in 

her role as treasurer, she is going to have Computer 

Solutions help her save the old data/info on the com-

puter to a zip drive, then have computer solutions de 

frag and clean up our current computer, she believes 

ours will work just fine when this is done. Cheryl also 

stated that she had been in contact with a couple 

CPA’s and an audit just isn’t possible at this time with 

the large dollar discrepancy on the books, she 

thought perhaps that when we start fresh with the 

bank info “when she took over and switched our ac-

counts to Dacotah Bank” and when our computer 

was cleaned up, that then we could start with an au-

dit. Cheryl also wanted to remind ALL to turn in ALL 

receipts when purchasing anything for the SDTA. It 

was also stated by Cheryl that she had purchased a 

credit card reader for her phone but is going to con-

tact Dacotah bank how the process works and if there 

are any fees/taxes involved when using. 

Tanned Fur: Josh stated that he had seen some 

tanned fur as of late; however he stated that he felt 

many people probably didn’t know that he was the cur-

rent tanned fur coordinator as it wasn’t updated on our 

website until about a week ago. Josh also stated that 

our fur rack was much depleted and that we needed to 

add to it. Pete mentioned that on occasion some of the 

tanneries have tanned fur for sale; “will call fur” mean-

ing that people/persons did not pay for the tanning and 

that on occasion the tannery may sell the fur. Pete is 

going to give Josh the contact info for Josh to contact, 

the thought was if we could by a stringer of red fox for 

SDTA DIRECTORS MEETING - FEBRUARY 11, 2018 - HENRY, SD 

Pictured Above: Ian Johnson, 6.6 lb Walleye 

Indian Springs Lake 
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SDTA 

AND 

say $25 each, that this would be a great way to re-

plenish our fur rack. Josh also reported that the Aber-

deen gun show took in roughly $950. 

Vice President Report: Craig stated the deadline for 

the upcoming newsletter is March 1
st
. There was also 

a group discussion on the calendar idea that John H. 

has been working on and that we would need to fish 

for sponsors for the calendar. 

Billboard update: Bud asked where all of the old SDTA 

minutes were located, I John G told Bud that I was not 

given any minutes when I took over the secretary posi-

tion in 2012, I was unaware of any other minutes or 

where they may be. Cheryl informed the group that 

she had some old minutes in her possession that she 

had received from Gary Fawbush not all of the years. 

Bud asked John H if he had any of the minutes and 

John H stated that he gave everything that he had to 

Galen Sichmeller a few years ago, Bud then stated 

that he went through all of the items that Galen had 

received and most all of that was “junk” no minutes 

were in Galen’s possession, so Bud asked that we 

check with former SDTA secretaries to see if we could 

recover any and all old minutes, I believe this will be a 

group effort in trying to locate old/lost minutes. Bud 

made mention that when he helped out at the Aber-

deen gun show that we were out of many of the trinket 

items and weasels that we used to sell so after group 

discussion Craig made a motion for Bud to purchase 

up to $1000 in items from Hannibal Hayes and Josh 

seconded the motion, motion carried unanimously. 

Another concern of Bud’s was an email that John H 

had sent out earlier in regards to the Kadoka sign. 

The email stated that Scott Huber told President John 

H. that Bud told Mr. Huber he did not want anything 

to do with the Kadoka sign as it was too far for Bud to 

drive. Bud wanted to clear the record that he, Bud did 

not say that to Scott Huber but in fact Bud had called 

several people in regards to this sign. Bud made 

phone calls to the landowner, Scott Huber & Ray 

Maize in an effort to find out what in fact needed to be 

done on it. 

Secretary report: John G reported that the 4th annual 

fishing tournament was a success again with 128 en-

tries this year. A financial report of the tournament 

had not yet been done but John G will get one in the 

next few days. John G also expressed his disappoint-

ment with the directors in regards to gathering prizes/

donations for the fishing tournament, this year only 4 

of the 10 directors helped with gather prizes for the 

fishing tournament, and only 3 directors were present 

during the tournament, while Cheryl did come up and 

help at the weigh ins this made 4 directors present. 

John G asked that all of us as directors need to step 

up and deliver when called upon.  

Other business: John G. mentioned that we all need 

to be thinking of nominees for this year’s award recip-

ients for the Koffler, volunteer of the year & benefac-

tor of the year. 

Sportsman raffle ticket sales incentives: After group 

discussion Craig made a motion to reward the top 

three ticket sellers the following gift certificates: 1st - 

$100, 2nd - $50, 3rd - $25, Pete seconded the motion, 

motion carried unanimously. 

Cheryl made a motion to adjourn the meeting 

Pete seconded the motion 

Motion carried unanimously 

Above: 3rd Place Total Walleye @ 12.9 lbs by 

Lukas Weyh—Way to go!!!! 
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Secretary’s Report 

Greetings all, the 4th annual SDTA ice fishing was 

held February 10, 2018 at the Black Claw Bait & 

Tavern on Indian Springs near Clark, SD. I want to 

take a moment to thank all 128 contestants for brav-

ing the 18 below zero temperature to make this 

year’s tournament the largest to date! The fishing 

this year was slow but there were some very nice 

fish caught, the winners are as follows: Largest 

Walleye, 9.2 Lbs. – Colton Wientjens, Total lbs. wall-

eye 1st – 13.3 lbs. Travis Pieschke, 2nd – 13.1 lbs. 

Corey Dawson, 3rd – 12.9 lbs. Lukas Weyh. Largest 

northern – 11.5 lbs. Tanner Huntington, there were 

no perch caught this year so the prize money was 

distributed/drawn for at the weigh ins. I would like to 

send some special thankyous out as well, first to the 

gang at the Black Claw Bait & Tavern, Marty, Val & 

Casey, thanks so much for the use of your beautiful 

facility, next a big thank you to Deb & Rose at the 

Double Barrel steakhouse in Henry. The Double 

Barrel hosted the weigh ins and provided us all with 

a great meal! To my wife Rocky for cooking 40 lbs. 

of pork loin, helping with all of the setup and most 

importantly for putting up with me the week leading 

up to the tournament. I’d also like to thank Bud Hart 

for taking a full day to help me gather door prizes 

and helping with setup. Thanks again to all that at-

tended; I look forward to seeing you all on the ice! 

Pictured Below: Travis Pieschke with the 1st 

Place Total Walleye @ 13.3 lbs!! 

NTA Report 
-The NTA set up at the Pheasants Forever con-
vention in Sioux Falls. A few new memberships 

were sold. SDTA helped at the booth. 
-In late January trappers in Idaho and the rest of 
country were rewarded with a victory in Idaho. 

The case revolved around incidental lynx catch-
es by trappers targeting bobcats. Had the plain-
tiffs won this case there would have been very 
restrictive trapping which was truthfully the goal 
of the Anti’s. The National Trappers Association 
took the lead on this case along with the Idaho 

Trappers Association. 
-On January 11

th
 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-

vice announced that they had completed a sta-
tus review of U.S. lynx populations. The study 

found that populations of lynx are healthy. This a 
first step in delisting the Canadian Lynx. Should 
the delisting come to fruition the states will be 

allowed to manage their lynx populations. This is 
the way it should be.  

 
Mark Steck, NTA Rep 

******************************************** 

******************************************** 



7 

 

FTA Report 

Greetings SDTA Members, 

The Fur Takers of America will hold their Golden 

Anniversary Rendezvous on June 28-30, 2018 at 

the Central Wisconsin State Fairgrounds in Marsh-

field, WI. This event will have many one of a kind 

raffles and a huge number of vendors on site. Also 

there will be a number of top notch demos and a 

chance to meet Tom and Nancy Oar from the 

Mountain Men TV series. I am going to do my best 

to be at this event so I hope to see you there. 

 If you are interested in joining the Fur Takers I will 

have applications available at the SDTA Spring 

Convention in Forestburg, April 28. 

Cya there, Pete 

Farm Products Promotion 

On January 28th I took a road trip to survey 

our billboards. The sign by the Fairview exit 

South of Sioux Falls needs some fix and repair. 

The sign by the Madison exit needs some major 

repair done on it. The sign on Jim Beadle’s 

property in Aberdeen, in my opinion, should be 

completely replaced. Folks, it takes money to 

maintain these billboards. I will have a dona-

tion jar on our table at the Spring Convention. 

If you feel our billboards are a great way to pro-

mote what’s near and dear to all of us, please 

consider making a donation. If you can’t make 

it to the convention you can mail your donation 

to me.  

In closing, I would like to change the subject to 

our fishing contest that was held on February 

10, 2018. Once again John Guest went above 

and beyond to hold another successful event. 

I’m sure there will be more specifics in another 

part of this newsletter. 

Bud Hart, SDTA Billboard Coordinator 

COYOTE TRAPPING SEMINAR 

A two hour seminar focusing on coyote trapping will 

be held at the Spring convention in Forestburg.  Time 

will be at 10:00 am with a short break .  This course 

will be excellent for trappers young or old, with little 

experience, as well as seasoned trappers who want to 

just improve their skills. The focus of the seminar will 

be: 

      Coyote behavior, social network 

Locations- The big picture to the small scale 

Trapline logistics, pre-season planning,  permis-

sions, maps 

Selection of foothold traps, trap treatment, trap 

adjustments  and anchoring systems 

Basic equipment- Packing gear, pan covers, hand 

tools, foot wear, gloves 

Anti-freeze dirt 

Coyote trapping techniques- dirt hole, flat sets, 

post sets, walk through sets and variations of 

each. 

Effective use of baits, lures and urine 

Marketing coyote pelts 

Ethics, safety,  public perception of trapping, and 

trapping regulations 

John Almquist, SDTA Youth Coordinator 

******************************************** 

Left: Tanner 

Huntington with 

the Largest 

Northern  

@ 11.5 lbs!!! 
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_____________________________________________________________ 

SDTA 
PO Box 67 
Henry, SD 57243   

***NOTICE*** 

SDTA Newsletter now is available for advertising        

 

                  Fees and Sizes are as follows:                                                                                                                                                                                                             

$15.00 for Business Card                                                                                                                        

$50.00 for Quarter Page                                                                                                                         

$75.00 for Half Page 

To receive SDTA email and the newsletter elec-

tronically, please send contact information to: 

Kris Hoffman at dakotalinekris@yahoo.com. 


