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   Spring 2021 Newsletter           58 Years      1963-2021 
      Editor: Craig Parkhurst 

President’s Report 

Hello Trappers:  

  It is what we do!  Last newsletter I started 
this off with “it is who we are!”  My goal then 
was to keep you updated on the events we as 
an association have and how we are all over 
the state enjoying and promoting trapping. It 
is now time for ALL, yes ALL of us to inform 
everyone we know, what we do.  A central 
theme emerged from the 10 day Black Hills 
Stock Show and Rodeo.  People want to know 
more about us AND what we do. Are we just 
another group who sits around and talks trap-
ping all the time? Do we meet once or twice a 
year to drink and tell tall tales from the trap 
line like old time rendezvous?  
 
Prospective new members were curious, what 
do we (SDTA) do?  
 
  We had our first four life members sign up at 
the stock show as well as several new mem-
bers.  All had the same question on what we 
do. The crowd this year was record breaking. 
Clearly people are tired of being cooped up in 
other states and came from across the country 
for this. Many people were shocked to know 
we are a non-profit organization run strictly 
by a volunteer board of directors. Once they 
learned this they wanted to know more.  I 
took the time to explain how the furs we are 
selling were donated to us by our members.  I 
explained how we then use the proceeds to 
support programs such as youth education, 
the ETHICS 4-H programs, The Rodeo 
Queens fur coats and Wounded Warriors 
trapping instruction. I detailed the billboard 
program being copied by other states and our 
website. One common theme emerged, we 
(ALL of us!) need to do a better job of telling 
people what the SDTA does 
 
  Once people knew what we do and what we 
support they relived a lot of their childhood. 
[continued on page 4] 

9– 10: Pete Peterson- Castor removal and handling 

10-11: John Hopple-Skunk essence handling 

10-11: Justin Bartling-kids demos/trapping educa-
tion 

11-noon: John Almquist-Canines 

NOON: LUNCH 

(GREAT FOOD FROM THE KITCHEN CREW)  

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 1 PM  

END AT APPROX 2 PM 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING TO FOLLOW  MEMBERSHIP  

MEETING 

LOOKING AHEAD 

2021 SDTA Fall Rendezvous 

September 10-11, 2021, Clark, SD 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

To Be Announced 

 

 

 

2021 SDTA Spring Rendezvous 

April 24, 2021, Spink County 4-H Grounds,             

Redfield, South Dakota 

DOORS OPEN AT 9 AM 
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John Hopple, President 

7012 Juniper Ct.               

Black Hawk, SD 57718         

605-791-1156   

johnhopple@yahoo.com 

  

Craig Parkhurst Vice Presi-
dent/Newsletter 

PO Box 26 

Armour SD 57313 
605-724-2410 
cplaw@unitelsd.com 

  

John Guest, Secretary/asst. 
Treas. 

17792 424th Ave,             

Clark, SD 57225                 

605-880-2153   

jguestjr@agwrxcoop.com  

 

Trina Lien Exec Sec/

Treasurer 

811 S. Merton St. 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

605-216-0481 

trina.lien@yahoo.com 

 Pete Peterson, FTA Coord.  

22251 448th Ave 
Ramona, SD 57054           

605-482-8131                  

trapperpete@alliancecom.net 

Pete will be accepting 
furs for FHA consign-
ments in Redfield.  
There MAY also be two 
more fur buyers on 
hand as well, but not 
known for sure at time 
of publication 

There will also be a 
minimum of 2 vendors 
at the Spring Rendez-
vous in Redfield.  Hope 
to see you all there! 

Craig 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and mail to the address 
below. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South Dakota Trappers 
Association Inc.  I have never been convicted of a felony, am in good 
moral character and will work to promote the interests and betterment 
of trapping. 
 
---------    NEW               ------------     Renewal 
 
Name: -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
City:------------------------------------------    
 
State: ---------------      Zip:--------------------- 
 
Email: ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phone Number: ---------------------------------------- 
 
Occupation: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
-----Adult Membership- Includes "The Trappers Post" magazine $30.00 
 
----Junior Membership- (under 16yrs) w/ The Trappers Post $13.00 
 
----Adult Membership- Without "The Trappers Post" magazine $20.00 
 
____ Lifetime membershio (no Trapper’s Post)  $300.00 
 
____ Lifetime membership with Patch  (No Trapper’s Post) $325.00 
 
 
____Non-Resident Lifetime Membership (No Trapper’s Post)  $350.00 
 
____Non-Resident Lifetime Membership  w/ patch (No Trapper’s Post)  
 $375.00 
 
Make Checks Payable to SDTA 
 

Mail To: Trina Lien, 811 S. Merton St., Aberdeen, SD 57401 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Odenbach, Tanned Fur 

Coord 

28492 341st Avenue 

Gregory SD 57533 

605-840-4786              

mightymospraying.com  

Matthew Bennett 

215 S. Crummer 

Colman, SD 57017 

605-530-0378 

No Email 

 Justin Bartling 

28751 -341st Ave. 

Gregory SD 57533 

605-830-0927 

wetwillysride@hotmail.com 

 
 
Dale Halling 

44091 SD Hwy 28 

Bryant SD 57221 

605-628-2315 

AAAPUREWATER@yahoo.com 

Dave Hermanson 

Hot Springs, SD 

605-685-4151 

trapperchumly@gmail.com 

 

HEY, LOOK!  SDTA NOW OFFERING 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS! 

(no Trapper’s Post with any lifetime membership) 

$300.00 Lifetime Membership 

$325.00 Lifetime Membership with patch 

$350.00 Non-resident Lifetime Membership 

$375.00 Non-resident Lifetime Membership 

with patch 

tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/
mailto:jguestjr@agwrxcoop.com
mailto:trapperpete@alliancecom.net
mailto:jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com
mailto:wetwillysride@hotmail.com
mailto:AAAPUREWATER@yahoo.com
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Financial update: 
 

We have had 3 events so far this year. We had the Aberdeen Gun Show, the Pierre Gun Show 
and the Black Hills Stock Show. We will also have a booth at the Watertown Gun Show that is to 
be held on March 20th.  Below are the profits we have made from the 3 events we have partici-
pated in: 

 

Aberdeen Gun Show:  $129.00 

Pierre Gun Show:  $391.00 

Black Hills Stock Show:  $3,350.00 

 

Trina Lien  

SDTA Treasurer 
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NOTICE: PLEASE BRING ANY OLD 

ANTLERS (even old white ones) TO 

THE SPRING RENDEZVOUS IN 

REDFIELD FOR DONATION TO 

THE SDTA. PROCEEDS USED TO 

BENEFIT THE ASSOCIATION! 

FUR TAKERS OF AMERICA  

Greetings SDTA members, 

 2020 was a challenging year for the FTA leader-
ship to keep the organization moving forward. 
With not one but two National FTA meets can-
celled the only way for the officers to meet was 
with zoom meetings. In January the FTA and NTA 
did a combined zoom presentation to the Con-
gressional Sportsmen caucus members. This was a 
critical presentation for trappers that both FTA 
and NTA members worked very hard on to get 
vital information to congressional members. 

 At this time the FTA is moving forward with the 
2021 FTA National Rendezvous June 17-19 at the 
Clark County 4-H grounds Charlestown, Indiana. I 
am not planning on attending this year because of 
my work schedule but if you have an opportunity 
to go it is a great trappers event. 

 I want to encourage all SDTA members to consid-
er becoming a Fur Takers member. The FTA organ-
ization is our frontline of defense against anti 
trapping legislation. Feel free to contact me any 
time about becoming a FTA member or stop by 
my booth at the SDTA spring convention in Red-
field to sign up. 

 Sincerely, Steve (Pete) Peterson 

SDTA FTA Coordinator  
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[President, continued from page 1] 

“I remember being in 4-H and I wish someone 
like you had been there for us”. Having the Ro-
deo Queens from across several states in our 
booth was a must-see show and tell event. Sev-
eral Queens from other states told visitors they 
feel less competitive as they are not from SD 
and their state trapping association does not 
support them like we do. Numerous vets were 
amazed we were the ones working with the 
Wounded Warriors In Action. Almost every sin-
gle person then said they wanted their money 
to go to a cause they too believed in and sup-
ported. And it showed in our final tally this 
year.  
 
 Typically we clear $600 to $1200 at the 10 day 
show. This year, over $3000. A record crowd 
did help but people knowing who we are AND 
what we do was the difference.  My charge to 
every member is to help spread the word now 
on who we are AND what we do.  Not only will 
this help at events such as this but more im-
portantly it will help in the ballot box.  
 
 Like it or not, we are a changing state. There is 
a massive influx of new people moving here and 
I promise you not all of them share our values. 
At some point we will have to defend ourselves 
at another GFP Commissioner meeting or a 
ballot initiative.  Educating people on who we 
are AND what we do now will pay off later 
when PETA or some other animal rights activist 
movement tries to define us.  
 
 
Enjoy your lines this spring 
 
AND 
 
See you at the SDTA Spring Convention in  
Redfield April 24th! 
 
 
 

The Spring Season 

Warm weather is upon us! The snow has melted away, 

the creeks, rivers and ponds are thawing. The ducks and 

geese are coming back! Yes Spring is here! 

The one difference with Spring Trapping is that you know 

the weather is only going to get better. Unlike fall trap-

ping, when we all know better! 

Spring Trapping season is a wonderful time to get back 

out back in the nature where we, as Trappers belong! So 

much to do, taking in how all the critters fared over the 

long winter, the shed hunting opportunities and of course 

spring Muskrat and Beaver trapping! As with any trap-

ping, never let greed come before the Management and 

Conservatorship aspect of the sport we love so very 

much! 

The Gland market is strong this year, so when you're 

putting up your catch, save those glands! I strongly sug-

gest always putting your own fur up! If there are trappers 

out there that don’t know how to skin, flesh and stretch, 

please reach out to a fellow trapper that does! Most trap-

pers would gladly take the time to teach someone that is 

interested. There are so many benefits to putting up your 

own fur! The most obvious benefit, of course, is that 

you're probably going to double your money with put up 

fur than on the carcass. I’ve always said, the best time to 

learn how to put fur up is when the prices are low! It's a 

lot less painful to make a mistake skinning and fleshing a 

$5 Raccoon or a $3 Muskrat than a $40 Raccoon or $10 

Rat! If you're ever in the Colman area, and would like to 

visit or see my skinning shed or like a few tips and tricks 

on putting up your fur, give me a call! 

Spring is here, get out there and enjoy your time trap-

ping! Always keep in mind that your Spring Trapping will 

be impacting next Fall’s numbers. Always Trap Ethically! 

We are the front line conservationists. Manage the popu-

lation and do your best to balance the carrying capacity of 

the land! 

Good Luck and have fun with Spring Trapping! 

Hope to see you at the Spring Convention in Redfield! 

Matt Bennett 
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DONATED FUR 

Terry Olson  

1 Raccoon 

1 Beaver 

CHARLIE BODE: (all put up) 

4 COON 

LARRY RAMKER: (all put up) 

1 RED FOX 

1 BADGER 

1 BEAVER 

4 COON 

TOBY PETERS: 

4 COON  

CHUCK BRANUM:  

1 COYOTE 

CRAIG PARKHURST: (all put up) 

1 POSSUM 

2 RATS  

DENNY TESCH: 

1 BADGER 

1 COON 

DARSE DUPRELL 

1 BEAVER 

JOHN HOPPLE (all put up) 

3 COON 

1 MINK 

1 BADGER 

1 BEAVER  

**************************************************************** 

We have received numerous other items that are 
being prepped for shipment and will have a com-
plete list of all donated fur at the Spring Rendez-
vous. 

Matt will also be accepting any and all items for 
donation there in Redfield. 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE PHOTO 

Bring a trapping photograph to the 

Spring Rendezvous in Redfield.   

People vote on best picture and winner 

receives a $50 certificate for purchase 

at a vendor at the Fall or Spring Ren-

dezvous! 

AWARD NOMINATIONS 

Don’t forget to make your award nomi-

nations for the SDTA annual awards 

and scholarship! 

Koffler award, most improved young 

trapper, woman of the year, and bene-

factor award nominations needed! 

Thanks  
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_____________________________________________________________ 

 

To receive SDTA email and the newsletter electronically, please 

send contact information to: Justin Bartling at: 

wetwillysride@hotmail.com  

 SDTA 
811 S. Merton St. 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

***NOTICE*** 

SDTA LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS  now available 

(Trappers Post not included in any lifetime membership) 

$300.00 for LIFETIME Membership 

$325.00 for LIFETIME Membership w/ patch 

$350.00 for non-resident LIFETIME 

Please see the SDTA website for details. 

mailto:wetwillysride@hotmail.com

