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  August 2018 Newsletter      Editor: Craig Parkhurst
        

LOOKING AHEAD 

SOME ITEMS MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

2018 SDTA Fall Rendezvous 
September 7-8, 2018, Stanley County     

Fairgrounds, Ft. Pierre, SD 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
FT PIERRE PROPOSED SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Thursday September 6, 2018 – Noon 

Vendor Set-up 

 
Friday September 7, 2018  
1200: Doors open to public 
1pm-2pm: SDGF&P: snare identification/new legal 
issues/questions-answers  
2pm-3pm: Charlie Bode: Proper use of live 
traps/specific baits to specific animals 
3pm-4pm: Rob Fuller Coon Trapping   
5pm: Game Feed served by SDTA Volunteers  
7pm: Annual Texas Hold-Em Game 

 
Saturday September 8, 2018 
8 am: Doors open to public 
8am-10am: Breakfast served by SDTA Volun-
teers 
8am-9am: SDGF&P: snare identification/new 
legal issues/questions-answers  
9am-11am: Josh Pettigrew-kids activities: Musk-
rat float making/muskrat trapping 
9am-10am: Justin Bartlin-proper use of waxed 
dirt 
10am-11am: John Hopple-skunk skinning/
extraction  
10:30 am-1pm: Lunch served by SDTA Volun-
teers 
11am-12pm: TNT Furs: Coyote Fur Grading 
12:45pm: SDTA Annual Awards Presentation 
1pm-2 pm: Membership Meeting 
2pm: New Director Elections 
3pm-3:30pm: Raffle/Grubstake/Gun Draws 
3pm-4pm: Auction Registration 
4pm-??? Large outdoor /trapping equipment 
auction 

4pm-??? Dinner served by SDTA Volunteers  

 

 

 

Hello Trappers 

CONVENTION TIME!!  

Time for some fun stuff! We have been busy 

planning the fall convention at Ft. Pierre this 

year and it is shaping up to be a good time. 

The dates are Sep 7-8 and we have quite an 

array of demos this year. In addition to an 

outstanding line up of vendors there will be a 

special vendor this year. As many of you 

know Garry Poppenga passed away last Octo-

ber. Per Gary’s wishes all, all of his trapping 

equipment will be sold by his wife Martha. 

Anything not sold out right will be sold at the 

auction. It was Gary’s desire this be done and 

ALL proceeds be donated to the SDTA for 

youth education. I am asking each and every 

SDTA member to stop by Martha’s table not 

just for sales but to take the time to thank 

both her and Gary for their dedication to the 

sport and youth programs. As Martha is also 

our Kitchen Queen and all proceeds are going 

into the SDTA youth funds, I am also asking 

everyone to donate some time working her 

table. 10 minutes, 3 hours, no matter how 

short or long it helps and goes towards a 

good cause….trappers helping trappers. At 

times like this we realize how strong our fam-

ily is, folks.  

There is a special for this convention. All 
NEW members will be allowed to join 
for half price, in person only. So now is 
the time to convince a friend who has been 
on the fence to join. As we proved this year, 
numbers matter a lot.  
 
And yet another new item this year!  Your in-

******************************************** ***Continued on Page 3*** 
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Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and 
mail to the address below. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South 
Dakota Trappers Association Inc.  I have never 
been convicted of a felony, am in good moral 
character and will work to promote the interests 
and betterment of trapping. 
 
---------    NEW               ------------     Renewal 
 
Name: -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
City:------------------------------------------    
 
State: ---------------      Zip:--------------------- 
 
Email: ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phone Number: ---------------------------------------- 
 
Occupation: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
-----Adult Membership- Includes "The Trappers 
Post" magazine $30.00 
 
----Junior Membership- (under 16yrs) Includes 
The Trappers Post $13.00 
 
----Adult Membership- Without "The Trappers 
Post" magazine $20.00 

 
Make Checks Payable to SDTA 

Mail To: Cheri Fuller 

Josh Pettigrew, Tanned Fur 
Coord 
1403 S. Lawson St.                 
Aberdeen SD 57401          
605-380-6916              
jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com  
 
John Almquist, Youth Ed Co-
Coordinator  
521 2nd St. NE, 
Watertown, SD 57201 
(605) 880-4165 
jcalmquist@aol.com 
 
Mark Steck, NTA Rep./Director                          
28162 SD Hwy. 11             
Canton SD 57013                       
605-728-5793                    
dakotalinemark@yahoo.com 
 

Bud Hart, Billboard Coord 
15140 416th Avenue  
Conde, SD 57434  
605-382-7711  
 
Kris Hoffman, Tech Coord 
46926 308th St  
Burbank SD 57010  
605-659-4878  
dakotalinekris@yahoo.com  

******************************************** 

******************************************** 

SDTA 

******************************************** 

******************************************** 

John Hopple, President     
7012 Juniper Ct.               
Black Hawk, SD 57718         
605-791-1156  
johnhopple@yahoo.com 
 

Craig Parkhurst Vice President/
Newsletter 
PO Box 26 
Armour SD 57313 
605-724-2410 
cplaw@unitelsd.com 
 

John Guest, Secretary    
17792 424th Ave,             
Clark, SD 57225                 
605-880-2153  
johngwce@itctel.com 
 

Cheri Fuller, Executive Sec/
Treasurer     
PO Box 67  
Henry, SD 57243              
605-520-2178                    
Cheribaby0426@gmail.com  
 

Pete Peterson, FTA Coord.  
22251 448th Ave 
Ramona, SD 57054           
605-482-8131                  
trapperpete@alliancecom.net 

SDTA Director Contact Info 

NOTICE 

The fishing trip to Orman Dam Raffle will be 

canceled due to the fishing guide having ill 

health. We will sell no more squares on the 

raffle board and the draw winner will split the 

raffle board proceeds with the SDTA. Drawing 

on previously sold squares will be held at the 

fall rendezvous in Ft. Pierre. 

FALL RENDEZVOUS INFORMATION:  
Fair grounds camping: 
Scott Deal/605-280-9775 
call for reservations/pricing 
 
Ft Pierre Motel: 
1-800-286-0895 
6 camper hook ups $25 per night 

mailto:jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com
mailto:dakotalinekris@yahoo.com
tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/
mailto:Cheribaby0426@gmail.com
mailto:trapperpete@alliancecom.net


3 

 

puts and suggestions are always heard and im-
portant to the board of directors. After all, we 
work for you. Last year one of our members (I 
am SO sorry I did not write your name down!!) 
came to us with a prize calendar that his local 
fire department published. We really liked the 
idea, developed a concept, recruited sponsors 
and before we knew it had the FIRST Annual 
SDTA prize calendar. Our goal is if we sell all of 
them to fund 2 youth education weekends next 
year. One east river and one west river. I am 
sure you will be amazed at the calendar quality 
and variety of prizes. Please reach out to the 
sponsors and thank them for their support.     
 
For those who are looking for a cheap place to 
stay, the Ft. Pierre Motel is right next to the 
fairgrounds. They have offered to serve as Host 
Hotel and have a special price for those who are 
there for the convention. Let them know you 
are with the SDTA. They also have FULL hook 
up camper spots!  
 
So to wrap it all up: 
A diverse array of demos 
Wide selection of vendors 
Martha’s special table 
New member sign up incentive 
2019 Prize Calendars on sale 
Annual Awards  
Membership meeting 
Elections 
HUGE Auction 
And some GREAT food and tall tales 
I almost…..almost look forward to this event as 
much as trapping season.  
See you September 7-8 in Ft Pierre. Bring the 
family, a neighbor kid or co-workers. Let’s have 
fun!     
 
Good luck to all this season and no matter the 
fur prices or the weather, take time to enjoy 
your lines. 
John Hopple   

************************************************************ 

Pictured Below: Donated Fur ends up on the sale 

rack for SDTA, earning much needed dollars for the     

association                                     

************************************************************ 

** CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ** 

Hello fellow trappers, Josh Pettigrew here, 

It’s that time of year again conventions, and prepar-
ing for the upcoming season.  I know I’m not the on-
ly one that is behind schedule on getting going on all 
that goes into this great American pass time.  I hope 
to start waxing some dirt in the next couple of weeks 
and preparing my traps for them furry little critters 
that we love to chase.  But first I would like to give a 
big thank you to all that donated fur to the associa-
tion for our tanned fur program. Thanks go out to: 

William M. Valburg;  1 coyote, 2 coon all tanned 
Jim Beadle;  1 mink  tanned 
Jeff Clark;  1 coyote, 2 red fox put up 
Russ Cambern;  1 red fox, 1 badger, 4 raccoon, 3 
opossum 
John Almquist;  1 red fox, 1 badger put up 
Tim Larson;   2 Beaver put up 
Rob Fuller;  11 raccoon, 1 weasel put up 
Mark Yetter;  11 raccoon put up 
John Guest;  1 raccoon 1 coyote put up 
Larry Ymker;  1 beaver, 1 red fox, 2 muskrat, 2 
badger, 1 opossum, 5 raccoon all put up 
Ken Mcdonald;  2 badgers, 5 raccoon all put up 
Pete Peterson;  2 beavers 
Bud Hart;  3 raccoon put up 
Gary Fawbush;  1 red fox put up 
Galen Sichmeller;  1 coyote, 1 muskrat, 5 bea-
vers all put up 
John Carlan;  5 raccoon put up 
Randy Shumaker;  4 raccoon put up 
Josh Pettigrew;  2 raccoon, 2 mink 
John Hopple;  1 coyote, 1 mink, 5 skunks, 6 
muskrats, 7 raccoons all put up    
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******************************************** 

Hello Trappers!  

I wanted to say we did good this year….real 

good!! The number #1 thing to keep in mind is 

we did not win anything. A “win” suggest we 

were in a battle and we were not in my opinion. 

This was 100% a matter of education. As I have 

been saying for 2 years now as your president 

we must do a better job of educating the public 

on who we are and what we do. I stressed if we 

do not, someone else will. We did a VERY good 

job of educating the Commissioners. Many of 

them have very little if any exposure to trap-

ping. After sitting in on their meetings I can say 

their job is more diverse and daunting than 

most know. I know more about the types of 

fences in Custer State Park and their replace-

ment plan along with green ash bore beetles 

than I ever wanted to know. Throw in fishing 

limit changes, an archery season date change 

and some non-resident tag issues and you can 

see how snares and tags were just another item 

to them. The SDTA and our brothers and sis-

ters in the WSDFHA took the time to educate 

and assist with information. The commission-

ers now know who we are, are better educated 

on what we do and listened to us as we present 

facts and figures in a respectful manner. This 

my friends is what I have been telling you for 2 

years was our goal and it was successful. We 

will never be done however. EACH one of us 

should always be ready to inform and educate 

at any time. A group drinking coffee at the Fly-

ing J, a church luncheon, after a PTA meeting. 

The better educated our friends and neighbors 

are the better understood we are. And the hard-

er our opposition will have to work to convince 

them to see their point of view.  

At the Aberdeen meeting there was a lady there 

who had a very sad story about her dog caught 

in a snare, was missing for several days and 

was very distraught. Her dog did make it home, 

after vet visits and attention the dog did live. I 

heard some folks say “well don’t let your dog 

loose”. I agree it is an issue however her case 

bothered me so I approached her after the 

meeting. I introduced myself and asked her a 

simple question of where was her dog caught 

and how long was he missing. Turns out her 

dog was gone several days and was caught 

along the river her ranch bordered. I apolo-

gized to her on our behalf. I informed her a 

“trapper” did not do this but a criminal did. No 

self-respecting member of any trapping organi-

zation would trap somewhere without persim-

mon or not check their snares or traps for sev-

eral days. These are the acts of criminals and 

we are as much against them as she is. You 

could see her entire demeanor change on the 

spot. She thank us (not me…us) and told me 

she had nothing against trappers and to hear 

those words it meant a lot to her. Along with 

education and information we must self-police. 

I am tired of defending the good trappers 

across this state due to the actions of those who 

have little regard for the laws. “Trappers did 

this” is how these stories start and it has to 

stop. Criminals do these acts, not trappers. Un-

less we want to keep defending ourselves based 

on their actions we must call out stupid or ille-

gal acts when we see it. If not, “trappers” will 

continue to be in the papers and TVs for the 

wrong reasons.         

Yes, we did good this year but our work is nev-

er done. This was a team effort by every trap-

per in the state who wrote letters or drove hun-

dreds of miles to attend these meetings. I am 

proud to call myself a South Dakota Trapper as 

each one of you should be as well. 

HAVE FUN ON YOUR LINE! 

John  Hopple 
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AND THEY’RE OFF! 

2018 Director’s Meeting,  

July 29, 2018 

 

This was a telephonic meeting via conference 

call.  Directors present: John Hopple, Craig 

Parkhurst, Josh Pettigrew, John Almquist, 

Pete Peterson, and Bud Hart.  Absent: Kris 

Hoffman, John Guest, Cheri Fuller and Mark 

Steck. 

Craig kept the minutes for the meeting in John 

G’s absence. 

President’s report: John H. gave a report on 

preparations for the Fall Rendezvous in Fort 

Pierre.  A number of vendors have signed up to 

attend and it is believed that there are suffi-

cient tables to meet the needs of both vendors 

and the SDTA at the Rendezvous.  Hopple also 

informed the board that he had arranged for 

the SD GF&P to attend and give demos both 

Friday and Saturday, with the topic of the 

snare regulations.  Further discussion was 

made concerning the need for pots and pans 

needed for Fort Pierre, and John H. said that 

he would take care of those arrangements.  

President Hopple also informed the board that 

camping reservations with hookups need to be 

made with the Stanley Co. campground folks 

themselves, not through the SDTA. 

John informed the board that the guided fish-

ing trip to Orman Dam would have to be can-

celled, as the guide was suffering from ill 

health.  After discussion, the Board decided 

not to sell any more squares on the raffle 

board, and institute a 50-50 split with whom-

ever was drawn from the squares that were 

previously sold.  

President Hopple next stated that he had yet to 

receive applications for the SDTA Scholarship, 

but noted the deadline had not yet passed. 

The board next took up the topic of awards, of 

which the recipients will be announced at the 

Fall Rendezvous in Fort Pierre:   

Craig made motion, and Pete seconded the re-

cipient for Woman of the Year.  The motion 

carried by unanimous vote. 

Craig made motion, and John H. seconded for 

recipient for Volunteer of the Year.  The motion 

carried by unanimous vote. 

John H. made motion, and seconded by Bud for 

Benefactor of the Year.  The motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

Pete made motion, and seconded by Craig for 

the Koffler Award.  The motion carried by 

unanimous vote. 

The Board next discussed the location for the 

Spring Rendezvous, and after some discussion, 

it was decided that spring 2019 would be held 

in Howard, SD, during the month of April, with 

an exact date to be determined later. 

Vice President’s report: Craig touched on the 

newsletter and set the approximate date for the 

next issue for August 15, 2018. 

Secretary’s report: John G. was absent 

Tanned Fur report: Josh thanked all who do-

nated fur, however a list of names was not pro-

vided for this meeting.  Josh also stated that 

there was more fur being tanned and in the 

pipeline. 

Billboard report: Bud informed us that the sign 

south of Sioux Falls was repaired, and that the 

billboards near Clark and the I-29 Madison exit 

were new.  Bud also stated that although the 

sign south of Sioux Falls was repaired for now, 

it was quite faded and would need something 

new within a couple of years. 
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******************************************** 

Treasurer’s report: Cheri was absent. 

Youth Ed: John A. stated that he is planning a 

one day/all day youth seminar sometime after 

the September Rendezvous. 

FTA report: Pete stated that he attended the 

FTA’s 50th anniversary this year in Marshfield, 

Wisconsin.  Pete stated that it was a good 

event, with lots of people attending, lots of 

vendors, and lots of tailgaters.  Pete stated that 

Charlie Bode and Mark Steck were also there.  

Pete stated that the new FTA President is Dave 

Hastings from Nebraska.  Finally, Pete stated 

that the next two conventions will be some 

distance from South Dakota, that being Vir-

ginia in 2019 and Indiana in 2020. 

NTA report: Mark was absent. 

Motion to adjourn: Pete 

2nd by: John H. 

SDTA 
NOTICE: 

The Board would like to apologize for the misunder-
standing that was published in our newsletter con-
cerning the accounting error on the computer be-

cause of a virus. The books are balanced according 
to our paper records. And the accounting is accu-

rate. Gary Fawbush did a wonderful job as  Execu-
tive Secretary/Treasurer and we would love to thank 
him for the wonderful job he did for the past 5 years.  

Sincerely, 
SDTA Board 
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******************************************** 

Farm Products Promotion 

I will start this report back at our spring con-

vention.  I had a donation jar on our table and 

we received $125.00.  Much thank you to those 

who contributed to our billboard project.  At the 

membership meeting, the Kadoka billboard was 

discussed at length.  The members voted to 

spend a maximum of $2,000.00.  At our direc-

tors meeting, President Hopple said he had a 

group of men to work on that sign.  He volun-

teered to take charge of that sign.  

At the end of May, Aaron Doyscher and I drove 

down to the Fairview exit on I-29 and repaired 

that sign. On June 27, I replaced the sign in 

Clark.  John Guest and Rob Fuller helped with 

that sign. On July 21, we replaced the billboard 

by the Madison Exit on I-29.  Pete Harper from 

Flandreau, Terry Olsen, and Craig Hoffman 

from Madison and Monte Pottratz from Aurora 

volunteered to help.  The morning didn’t start 

out very well, with yours truly getting his truck 

stuck. After we all got to the job site, things went 

much smoother.  This sign was basically junk. 

All of the old lumber was torn off, and new 2x4s 

and plywood were installed and the new sign put 

over that.  It was a great bunch of guys to work 

with and we owe them a big thank you for step-

ping up when asked. I would also like to thank 

Pete Peterson, Gary Fawbush, and Charlie Eich 

for helping me with names and phone numbers.  

Bud Hart. 

***Pictured Below: Bud Hart poses with one of our newly renovated billboards near Clark.*** 
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_____________________________________________________________ 

SDTA 
PO Box 67 
Henry, SD 57243   

***NOTICE*** 

SDTA Newsletter is now accepting advertising at the following rates:  

 

$15.00 for Business Card                                                                                                     

$50.00 for Quarter Page                                                                                                      

$75.00 for Half Page 

To receive SDTA email and the newsletter elec-

tronically, please send contact information to: 

Kris Hoffman at dakotalinekris@yahoo.com. 


