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   Summer 2022 Newsletter           59Years      1963-2022 
      Editor: Craig Parkhurst 

President’s Report 

Hello Trappers:  

Desperate times call for desperate measures. In this 
case, a change from normal and traditional paths on our 
trap lines this year. Low fur prices and high gas prices 
have many saying they will pare down or maybe not 
even trap this year. I urge them and those on the fence 
to re-think that. To borrow a line from some politicians 
“never let a crisis go to waste”.  Low fur prices and high 
gas prices should never be the deciding factor on wheth-
er to trap or not this year or any year.  I say go for it and 
have fun! 
  
Now is the time to run a smaller line closer to home that 
the kids, grandkids, neighbor kids….any kid can go with 
you.  Racking up big piles of fur and showing up at a fur 
route with that big pile makes us feel good, but trust 
me, seeing the smile on that kid’s face with their first 
muskrat, coon or even possum is MUCH better.  It never 
ceases to amaze me how something many of us take for 
granted (oh it is a darn coon or possum) is such a big 
deal to these kids. And we OWE it to them to make it a 
big deal. Talk it up, let them help remake the set, have 
them watch or help you skin it and then have it tanned 
for them. Maybe take it further and a family project of 
learning how to clean and bleach a skull.   
  
And let’s recapture that youthful joy and excitement for 
us!  High piles of fur worth not much is a downer for 
sure. But having a smaller pile of “targeted” furs is 
different. Targeting each species in South Dakota AND 
obtaining that mark is bragging rights and stories galore! 
We have without a doubt some of the best trappers in 
the country in our state.  Let this be the year we expand 
OUR knowledge and experiences and target things we 
never targeted before just to see new stuff, new terrain, 
and new memories. 
  
Coyote, red fox, beaver, mink, muskrat, coon, skunk, 
badger are the Big 8 in every corner of the state.  Others 
such as possum, bobcat, otter and spotted skunk are 
more localized in certain areas only. My challenge to 
you as your President is to put one of each of the Big 8  
[continued on page 4] 

2022 SDTA FALL Rendezvous 

September 9-10, 2022,  

Tripp County 4-H Grounds,             

Winner, South Dakota 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 

FRIDAY September 9, 2022 

NOON-2 PM WINNER SCHOOL SYSTEM (350+ school kids 
attending!!!) 

2 PM-3 PM TRAP MODIFICATIONS: RANDY SHUMAKER   

3 PM-4 PM CONIBEAR STABILIZING: KEITH SCHALLENKAMP 

4 PM-5 PM TRAP LINE ORGANIZATION: KIM HARRIS 

5 PM: VENDOR AREA CLOSED 

5 PM-6:30 PM ANNUAL GAME FEED/GUEST SPEAKER 

6:30 PM ANNUAL TEXAS HOLD EM POKER TOURNAMENT 

 SATURDAY September 10 , 2022 

8 AM: DOORS OPEN/BREAKFAST SDTA VOLUNTEERS 

9 AM-10 AM TRAP PREP-DYE VRS SPEED DIPS: PETE PETER-
SON 

9 AM-10 AM COLOR STREET NAILS 

9 AM-11 AM YOUTH EDUCATION DEMOS AND MUSKRAT 
SKINNING 

10 AM-11 AM COYOTE CRAFT SKINNING: GALEN SCHICMIL-
LER 

10 AM-11 AM PAMPERED CHEF 

11 AM-NOON SNARES 101: KRIS HOFFMAN 

11:30 AM LUNCH SERVED BY SDTA VOLUNTEERS 

NOON KIDS LIVE TRAP RELAY RACE 

NOON- 1 PM KNIFE SHARPENING: MARK STECK 

[continued on page 5] 
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Lodging for the 
Fall Convention 

Rooms at the Dakota 
Inn for the SDTA Fall 
Rendezvous in Win-
ner. 

Call 605-842-1440 to 
make reservations. 
Mention the SDTA 
event for special 
rates. 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Join/Renew SDTA Membership 

To become a member please print this page and mail to the address 
below. 
 
Please accept this as my application in the South Dakota Trappers 
Association Inc.  I have never been convicted of a felony, am in good 
moral character and will work to promote the interests and betterment 
of trapping. 
 
---------    NEW               ------------     Renewal 
 
Name: -------------------------------------------------- 
 
Address: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
City:------------------------------------------    
 
State: ---------------      Zip:--------------------- 
 
Email: ---------------------------------------------------- 
 
Phone Number: ---------------------------------------- 
 
Occupation: ------------------------------------------------- 
 
-----Adult Membership- Includes "The Trappers Post" magazine $30.00 
 
----Junior Membership- (under 16yrs) w/ The Trappers Post $13.00 
 
----Adult Membership- Without "The Trappers Post" magazine $20.00 
 
____ Lifetime membership (no Trapper’s Post)  $300.00 
 
____ Lifetime membership with Patch  (No Trapper’s Post) $325.00 
 
 
____Non-Resident Lifetime Membership (No Trapper’s Post)  $350.00 
 
____Non-Resident Lifetime Membership  w/ patch (No Trapper’s Post)  
 $375.00 
 
Make Checks Payable to SDTA 
 

Mail To: Trina Lien, 811 S. Merton St., Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Summer 2022 

Matthew Odenbach, Tanned Fur 

Coord 

28492 341st Avenue 

Gregory SD 57533 

605-840-4786              

mightymospraying.com  

Matthew Bennett 

215 S. Crummer 

Colman, SD 57017 

605-530-0378 

No Email 

 Justin Bartling 

28751 -341st Ave. 

Gregory SD 57533 

605-830-0927 

wetwillysride@hotmail.com 

 
 
Dale Halling 

44091 SD Hwy 28 

Bryant SD 57221 

605-628-2315 

AAAPUREWATER@yahoo.com 

Dave Hermanson 

Hot Springs, SD 

605-685-4151 

trapperchumly@gmail.com 

 

HEY, LOOK!  SDTA NOW OFFERING 

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS! 

(no Trapper’s Post with any lifetime membership) 

$300.00 Lifetime Membership 

$325.00 Lifetime Membership with patch 

$350.00 Non-resident Lifetime Membership 

$375.00 Non-resident Lifetime Membership 

with patch 

John Hopple, President 

7012 Juniper Ct.               

Black Hawk, SD 57718         

605-791-1156   

johnhopple@yahoo.com 

  

Craig Parkhurst Vice Presi-

dent/Newsletter 

PO Box 26 

Armour SD 57313 

605-724-2410 

cplaw@unitelsd.com 

  

Nancy Bennett, Secretary/

asst. Treas. 

215 S. Crummer 

Colman, SD 57017 

605-530-0378 

mb5343314@gmail.com 

 

Trina Lien Exec Sec/

Treasurer 

811 S. Merton St. 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

605-216-0481 

trina.lien@yahoo.com 

 Pete Peterson, FTA Coord.  

22251 448th Ave 

Ramona, SD 57054           

605-482-8131                  

mailto:jjpettigrewsouth@hotmail.com
mailto:wetwillysride@hotmail.com
mailto:AAAPUREWATER@yahoo.com
tel:1-605-791-1156
mailto:johnhopple@yahoo.com
http://dakotalinesnares.com/


3 

 

Financial update: 
 
General Fund: $5,864.60 

Farm Products: $2,615.41 

Youth: 4,692.70 

 

You should find 1 pack of raffle tickets included with 
this newsletter.  If you would like more tickets, please 
email me at trina.lien@yahoo.com and i can either 
send you more to sell or if you send me back money 
and how many more you would like to purchase I can 
put your information on them and get them in the draw-
ing.  

I am only mailing out 1 book so that people know what 
prizes we have and I can save a little up front on post-
age.  These will also be available at the Fall Conven-
tion in Winner as well!  Hope to see you there. 

Trina Lien  

SDTA Treasurer 

 
 
 

S 

D 

T 

A 

NOTICE: PLEASE BRING ANY OLD 

ANTLERS (even old white ones) TO 

THE FALL RENDEZVOUS IN WIN-

NER FOR DONATION TO THE 

SDTA. PROCEEDS USED TO BENE-

FIT THE ASSOCIATION! 

 Hello Trappers, 

It is that time of the year where we start 
gearing up for next season.  

Conventions are in full swing, as are all the 
fun summer activities, camping, fishing, 
gardening and Best of all....digging out all 
of our traps and getting them ready for the 
season. 

Trap Prep is my favorite! Making adjust-
ments, fixing them, cleaning and dye and 
waxing. Remember...NEVER wax 
conibears! 

Be careful with the wax--if it starts to 
smoke, it's too hot! 

All of this is "Old Hat" for most of us, but 
we always have new trappers that are just 
starting out! Most of my lessons were 
learned by trial and error. My Father al-
ways told me, "Boy, if you’re going to be 
Dumb you better be Tough"! Well, let's just 
say I was Really Really Tough!! But I 
learned and am very thankful for his wis-
dom! 

With SDTA's 4H Ethics Program, we, as 
experienced trappers, have a great oppor-
tunity to share our knowledge. If you would 
like to volunteer to help with our 4H Eth-
ics Program, contact John Hopple or Craig 
Parkhurst.  They will gladly point you in 
the right direction. Just a little of your time 
will make a Big difference in a new, young 
trapper's life!  

We all need to get involved to make sure 
trapping will be here for all the future gen-
erations! 

Hope to see you in Winner, 

Matt Bennett 

SDTA Director 

*************************************** 

Very Important and historic news 
will be announced at the Rendezvous 
this year.  Please plan to attend! 

mailto:trina.lien@yahoo.com
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[President, continued from page 1] 

on a fur hanger this year and then bring it to the Spring 
Convention in 2023. If you can’t put up fur or no place to 
store it all winter, then get pics of you with the 8 of them 
for the photo contest! BONUS points for those who did it 
with kids!   
  
And finally, experiment this year. Never used snares or DP 
traps or a new type of lure/bait? Missing a $10 coyote or 
$2 coon is a heck of lot better than when that coyote was 
$100 and that was a $30 coon. INVENT a lure or bait. You 
may have the formula in your mind that one of our ven-
dors has been looking for and trust me, they will pay good 
money for it. 
  
Bottom line folks, is we can all sit around, moan and be 
upset or remember why we started trapping. It was FUN 
and exciting. Make it fun and exciting for the next genera-
tion of trappers and yourselves again. High gas and low fur 
prices will not stop me from going to conventions or trap-
ping this year but I will walk and enjoy my line more with 
my 4 year old grandson and 3 year old granddaughter.   
  
Who else out there is ready for some fun and maybe their 
best line in years?! 
See you out there. 
  
John Hopple 
SDTA President 

 
 
Tim Lund from Madison, SD was the 
winner of the SDTA skinning knife from 
the CUSTOM Buck Knife shop.  It is a 
sharp-looking knife.   
 
Congratulations Tim! 

More from the President 

BOUNTY TAIL DONATIONS 
 
We are off to a GREAT start with our bounty tail donations. 
We are hoping to get 100 members to donate ten tails 
worth of money ($100) each towards this fund raising goal. 
Our first donation was from a trapper who donated ALL his 
tail money ($340) to the project. As a reminder we are 
splitting the money 50-25-25 between the SDTA Youth 
Programs (50%) and NTA-FTA Youth Programs (25% each). 
  
To recap,  you can mail Trina a check and indicate it as for 
“Bounty Tail Fund Raiser” or bring the money to the SDTA 
booth at Winner. If wanting to donate and cannot make it 
to Winner we can take your card info over the phone as 
well if easier.  Our goal is to get to the $10K mark as it is all 
going to youth programs at the state and national lev-
el.  We have done some AMAZING things for the youth of 
South Dakota and other Trappers Associations have no-
ticed and ask us for advice on starting their own programs. 
I enjoying seeing us being viewed as a leader in youth re-
cruitment and advancement and these funds we raise will 
help us get even more kids out trapping. 
  
So, first one to donate did so far exceeding our request of 
$100 each. If we can keep that pace up we will reach our 
goal and help keep kids trapping across the state and 
country! It is easy to be proud to be your President as we 
have GREAT members who make it so easy!   
  
See you in Winner! 
John Hopple 
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[Schedule of Events con’t from page 1] 

1 PM-2 PM MEMBERSHIP MEETING-ELECTIONS 

2 PM-3 PM TRAP LINE FIRST AIDE: FRANK MOSER 

2 PM-3 PM ROCKS AND FOSSILS: WESTERN GEMS 

3PM -4 PM GAMES: FRYING PAN TOSS AND TRAP SETTING 
CONTESTS 

4 PM-5 PM FUR MARKET FORECAST: JIM BEADLE 

5 PM VENDOR AREA CLOSED 

5 PM-6 PM AWARDS DINNER DRAWINGS-SILENT AUCTION 
WINNERS 

6 PM AUCTION REGISTRATION 

**************************************************************** 

Things are “different” to say the least in our country cur-
rently. High gas prices, low fur prices, markets in turmoil 
and some states banning fur products have caused some to 
re-think trapping this year. We however went a different 
route. This year’s convention is the most diverse and tech-
nology driven event we have ever put on.  Items such as 
trap prep/modifications, knife sharpening and trap line first 
aide are on the demo schedule. Prepare now for a better 
tomorrow. 

 We listened and HEARD from our spouses as well. There 
will be lady orientated vendors as well as 2 hours of youth 
education and youth only games and races. Western Gems 
will show you how you are literally stepping on more mon-
ey than you are making when trapping. If you can add an 
extra $50 or $100 to your line picking up rocks why not? 

 And finally for the first time we will be hosting a 21st centu-
ry convention. Our website manager has created a way to 
link the attending vendors to our main page. We also found 
a person who will live stream the entire convention for us 
and it will show on our Facebook page. If driving is just not 
feasible, you can still buy from your favorite vendor and 
watch the convention. I hope to either see you there or 
hear from you as you watch it live! 

 

In Memorium 

Michael “Mike” Arthur Sale, 83, of Ashton, 
SD, Trapper and SDTA member.  

May 27, 1939—June 23, 2022 

Due to Mike’s dislike for flowers, he would 
prefer donations be sent to the SD Trappers 
Association (SDTA - 811 S. Merton St. - Ab-
erdeen, SD 57401) or the NRA (https:/ /
www.friendsofnra.org/donate/
donate.aspx).  

CRAIG PARKHURST: 
2 BEAVER 
2 MUSKRAT 
1 COON 
  
PAUL KUHLMAN: 
3 BEAVER 
1 COON 
5 MUSKRAT 
  
TODD MARTEL: 
3 BADGER 
  
DAVE KNUTSON: 
1 SKUNK: 
1 COON 
  
JOHN HOPPLE: 
4 BEAVER 
5 RATS 
8 COON 
3 POSSUM 
  
TUFFY HALL: 
22 COON 
4 MINK 
4 MUSKRAT 
  
  

 

KENNY MCDONALD: 
2 BEAVER 
4 RED FOX 
  
LARRY YMKER: 
3 COON 
2 BEAVER 
1 POSSUM 
1 BADGER 
  
MARK YETTER: 
4 COYOTE 
  
ROB FULLER: 
6 SKUNK 
3 POSSUM 
  
TERRY OLSEN: 
1 BEAVER 

 
GALEN SCHMILLER: 
3 RED FOX 

FUR DONATIONS 

https://www.friendsofnra.org/donate/donate.aspx
https://www.friendsofnra.org/donate/donate.aspx
https://www.friendsofnra.org/donate/donate.aspx
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Nancy sez: 

Greeting Trappers, 

I believe it's high time I introduce myself as the 
newly elected SDTA Secretary. 

I could make an excuse and say the reason it's 
taken me so long to submit something in the 
newsletter is because I'm an extremely shy, pri-
vate person.....but I believe anyone that's been 
involved in the SDTA for the past 25 years would 
laugh at that comment! 

This September, Matt and I will have been mar-
ried for 33 years! He introduced trapping to me 
while we were dating. Matt had trapped a really 
nice mink one day. He was so excited as mink 
were worth a LOT of money back then! He had 
planned a great date night with me! We would 
sell the mink and go to an expensive restaurant! 
I know, Romantic Right? Matt put the mink in 
his Datsun 280ZX and off we went to the fur 
buyer in Sioux Falls. Besides the smell of the 
mink, the ride to Sioux Falls was nice! As we ap-
proached the neighborhood, which is very close 
to the South Dakota Penitentiary, I rolled my 
window up and locked my door!! Matt could 
sense that I was terrified. He assured me he had 
sold furs here before and the man is nice. We 
pull up to the house, I assumed the business was 
separate from the house. Nope! Matt knocked on 
the door, the man yelled for us to come in. We 
felt terrible because we had interrupted his 
lunch. The gentleman kindly invited us to sit at 
the table with him. He asked Matt, "What do ya 
got there?" He grabbed the mink out of the bag, 
put the mink on his lap, looked at the coloring, 
rubbed his hands on the fur and said "that's a 
damn nice mink!" He set the mink on the table 
and proceeded to eat his sandwich! (I was horri-
fied)...  Matt did get $55 for that mink!  

To this day, I can't remember what fancy restau-
rant we went to on that Special Date! 

I'm glad I didn't break up with Matt after that, 
because I sure would have missed out on a lot 
more Trapping Stories over the next 33 years!  

I hope to see you all at the Fall Convention in 
Winner!  

Nancy Bennett 

SDTA Executive Secretary 

South Dakota's own Rita Frank took 1st place 

at the NTA Western Frying Pan Toss in For-

syth, MT.  
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_____________________________________________________________ 

 

To receive SDTA email and the newsletter electronically, please 

send contact information to: Justin Bartling at: 

wetwillysride@hotmail.com  

 SDTA 
811 S. Merton St. 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 

***NOTICE*** 

SDTA LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS  now available 

(Trappers Post not included in any lifetime membership) 

$300.00 for LIFETIME Membership 

$325.00 for LIFETIME Membership w/ patch 

$350.00 for non-resident LIFETIME 

Please see the SDTA website for details. 

mailto:wetwillysride@hotmail.com

