
SISTERS, 
DOING IT FOR THEMSELVES

Zeenat : Of course it has;  and it is part of our roots. Meaning 
from the minute we start to sketch till the final product. How to 
translate your ideas into a beautiful piece; How to mix and not be 
afraid to keep exploring and discovering stones. Our parents have 
influenced us in our way of thinking, understanding and creating. 

2. How has working as sisters benefitted the brand? 

Maya: The fact that the three of us work together has helped 
the brand grow and it gave it more character. Each one of us is 
continually adding her touch and this is what makes MS special. 
The reason why we named our brand Mukhi Sisters ( and I stress 
on the word Sisters) is because it is about the three for us sharing 
our styles and ideas, is the core of the brand.

Meena: The fact that each one of us has a position with 
independent responsibilities definitely benefitted the brand. Each 
one can focus on her own targets and goals. Which can be quite 
tricky in a family business.

Zeenat: The brand wouldn’t exist without the three of us. Each 
one has a different position., but we all have the same purpose. 
Doing something you love with people you love is a blessing and 
it makes the work process easier. You just want to keep improving 
and growing together as a whole.  

3. Are the three of you included in the design process, and if so, 
how do you manage to incorporate each of your styles? 

Maya: Whenever I design anything, I think of how Meena or Zeenat 
would wear it or style it. I come up with an idea, develop it, and 
then share it with Zeenat and we take it from there.

Meena: I get some hints of what they are working on, but usually 
they leave it as a surprise till the end.

Zeenat: Maya and I work together in the designing process. And 
designing Jewellery is not as easy as it sounds. There is a process 
that we have.  What I can share with you is that Maya usually starts 
sketching and then I come along and consult, add on it and give 
her a clearer direction This is where we sit and start step 2. 

4. How has your cultural background influenced your creativity?
 
Maya:  When we are designing pieces, we are sharing our stories 
and parts of our personal moments and our beingness. Coming 
from 2 different cultures is omni-present in our collections, you 
will find mixes and spiritual stones and designs coming from our 
Indian side as well as other details coming from our Lebanese 
side. 

Meena: We are lucky enough to have been raised by parents 
coming from two different cultures.  Both the Indian and 
Lebanese are rich and have so much to offer, and you can see the 
influence in my sisters designs as well as in the Mukhi Experience 
that we offer.

5. Where do you find inspiration? 

Maya: Everywhere, I am always looking for it.

Meena: people like Richard Branson do have a strong impact 
on me. I am talking about the kind of inspiration that helps you 
achieve your goals which is something very important to me: I 
share my inspiration and learnings with my sales team.

Zeenat: Inspiration can come from anywhere. You have many 
factors/ obstacles/ emotions. Everything can inspire you. But it’s 
not scheduled so make sure you always have a notepad. Even in 
the middle of the night when you’re half asleep. 

6. What is your favourite aspect of being a jewellery designer? 

Maya: My favourite aspect of being a jewellery designer is when I 
can clearly see my collection ( in my head) , when my pieces are 
fresh out of the oven ( it’s like giving birth every time) and then 
when I see the reaction of our clients when they try on our pieces, 
this connection creates an immediate bond beween us because 
clients are able to see, to feel  and appreciate the same thing we 
saw and this is priceless.

Zeenat: Translating words into pieces and clients appreciating 
and understanding these pieces 

7. How do you hope women will feel when wearing your 
jewellery?

Maya: I hope that they feel beautiful and happy.

Meena: They feel confident, very sexy and most importantly 
unique!

Zeenat : Empowered, accomplished and proud. Just like we feel 
when we first see a piece completed. 

Forming their eponymous brand in 2009, the Mukhi Sisters have 
maintained family tradition by going into the jewellery trade. Of 
Indian-Lebanese descent, Maya, Meena, and Zeenat Mukhi have 
followed in the footsteps of their father, Chandru Mukhi, whose 
line have been in the trade since 1875. Furthermore, their mother 
has been the driving force behind Effys Jewellery since 1982. 
Despite their heritage, the three sisters are by no means dictated 
by tradition. Their work is fiercely original, and if anything, the 
experience of being surrounded by the craft since a young age 
has given them the confidence to fearlessly forge their own 
path. Having had a childhood enriched by private shows, trade 
exhibitions, witnessing artisans plying their trade, the Mukhi 
Sisters brand are now at the cutting edge of the realm they’ve 
inhabited all their lives.

1. Your family has a well-established lineage in the jewellery 
industry, has it influenced your designs? 

Maya: Yes- Whether I want it or not, being brought up with both 
parents being in that industry has influenced  me in my designs-
My love for vintage jewellery comes from all the time I spent at 
my father’s store. My love and appreciation for certain stones and 
techniques comes from him as well. As for my mom, she inspires me 
until today. And going to her store and having a look inside her safe 
is always a source of inspiration. I take my mixing of style, shapes 
and colored stones from her.

Meena: Of course it did, but I am not the designer of the brand. All I 
can say is that my sisters and I have been surrounded by great stones 
since our childhood, and to me, it plays a big part in my sisters 
creations.



11. What has been your best Mukhi Sisters moment thus far?

Maya: The day we opened our second boutique. We’ve had so 
many challenges since we started and moving to our flagship 
store helped us make the Mukhi Experience more complete. 

It is a space where we present our collections and it is a space in 
which we are keeping our legacy going, in our own way! 

Meena: My best Mukhi Sisters moment was when we had the 
opportunity to get a bigger shop that represents us perfectly.

12. What are upcoming trends in the jewellery design industry?

Meena: I don’t look at trend much, I, however, impatiently wait to 
see the final outcome of the creations of my sisters.

13. Who are your favourite designers?

Maya: Lydia Courteille, Alexander Mc Queen and Ann 
Demeulemeester. 

Meena: My favorite designers are Barbara Alan and Rundholz.

Zeenat: Rundholz and Ann Demeulemeester

14. Do you strive to appeal to the zeitgeist or timelessness?

Maya: I strive to appeal to anyone who appreciates our style and 
who will wear our pieces like their second skin.

Zeenat: We strive for both! Who wouldn’t want that. 

15. What advice would you give to someone interested in 
getting into the jewellery design business?

Maya: I advise designers to stay true to themselves, to keep 
looking within for new ideas and to not copy other designers 
works.  We work in an industry of trust and it is our responsibility 
to respect it and respect other peoples work.

Meena:  Follow your dreams. You’ll never be successful if you don’t 
love what you do and wake up every morning excited and believe 
in your ideas.

Zeenat: Jewellery design or any other occupation that requires 
designing. I would say go for it. But it’s not an easy job and it’s not 
only designing or creating.. 

You need more than a notebook. You need to know the business 
you need to keep researching and most importantly don’t forget 
your ethics. Learn from your mistakes, they’ll  keep coming and 
you’ll keep learning so no regrets. 

8. Do your customers share traits? 

Maya: Yes! They share the fact that they feel good in their own 
skin, enough to wear pieces that they love rather than showing 
just bling.

Meena: Most our clients are independent and confident women. 
They buy their own jewellery. They lead healthy lifestyles and are 
very much into spirituality and doing good around them. Most of 
all they are true to themselves and this is where they relate to our 
pieces the most. 

9.  What are your favourite gems and materials that you use in 
your designs and why?

Maya: My favourite gems that I use in my designs are the ones I 
feel I connect to; so much so that these pieces become successful 
and liked by many. Our latest example is our Azurite Malachite 
pendant or Binding Love rings. 

Meena:  We love working with different colors of gold. Personally, 
my favourite stone lately is Azurite Malachite.  We have been using 
it for over 2 years now and I love it more because our Azurite 
Malachite has become the official logo for Diplowomen.

10. Where do you see Mukhi Sisters in five years?

Maya: I see Mukhi Sisters concept developing in five years, I also 
see us opening our first store outside Lebanon.

Meena: I see Mukhi Sisters conquering a new country .I see Mukhi 
Sisters achieving more fame and I  see Mukhi Sisters stronger than 
ever.

Zeenat: Mukhi Sisters will be on an international level. Our 
name will be everywhere. And not only in Jewellery. Not just 
commercial. MS will also be working with the community and 
helping the environment. 


