
Mrs. Stewart’s® Bluing
The  Most Versatile Product in Your School!

Mrs. Stewart’s® Bluing
has been used for 

generations to make a 

beautiful “Salt Crystal 

Garden”, a great science 

experiment for all ages. 

Did you know that “MSB” has many

other uses in your school? 

l Art Projects

l Scientific Experimentation

l Physical Education

l Environmental Studies

l Family/Consumer Science

l Language Arts / History

THE  SALT  CRYSTAL  GARDEN



Art    Grades K-5, 6-8, 9-12  

l  Use MSB for Ink.  Great for Calligraphy!

l  Add a little MSB to Pottery Glazing.  It’s a visible indicator of where the 
glazing has been applied, and it disappears in firing.

l  The Salt Crystal Garden can be expanded into a Diorama or other 
Creative Project.

Science    Grades K-5, 6-8, 9-12 

l  Use MSB projects to address Science Standards in the 
classroom or in enrichment programs:
 History & Nature of Science - scientific investigations
 Physical Science - experiment with mixtures vs. solutions
 Earth & Space Science - investigate environmental issues

l  By growing a Salt Crystal Garden, younger students can 
practice Following Directions, as well as Measurement, 
Observational and Communication Skills.

l  Students can learn about crystals and evaporation by 
watching a Salt Crystal Garden growing each day.  

l  Older students can use the Salt Crystal Garden in learning about the 
Scientific Method by testing variations of the
standard recipe.

l  Make blue-tipped carnations and other flowers by adding 
MSB to the vase.  Capillary Action draws the color into 
the petals.

l  Bluing is an optical whitener.  The human eye sees a blue white 
as the brightest white.  MSB can be used in an experiment based 
on the many Shades of “White”.

Great for Science Fairs!
More info at: www.mrsstewart.com 



Physical Education  Grades K-5, 6-8, 9-12 

l  Ski Clubs can Mark Downhill and Cross-country Racecourses 
by using MSB and water.  A blue line can designate the center or 
edges of the course.  This greatly increases course visibility in high 
AND low contrast conditions.  

l  Diluted MSB can be used to Mark Boundaries for Outdoor 
Games in the snow.

l  MSB has been used in Swimming Pools for decades to safely 
color pool water an appealing Pacific blue.

l  And, of course, MSB keeps White Towels their whitest.

Environmental Studies  Grades K-5, 6-8, 9-12 

l  Mrs. Stewart’s® Bluing is the most environmentally friendly laundry 
product available!  For over 130 years, it’s been a Non-toxic, 
Biodegradable alternative to harsher products like chlorine bleach.  
For human beings and ecology, MSB is Blue and“Green”.

Family / Consumer Science  Grades 6-8, 9-12 

l  MSB has been whitening white Laundry for over 130 years 
without harming fabric like bleach can!  Safer in classrooms than 
bleach, MSB is environmentally friendly — a product of yesterday 
for the world of today!

l  MSB also adds a sparkle to Windows, Mirrors, and Glass Surfaces 
when used in the rinse water.

Language Arts / History   Grades K-5, 6-8, 9-12 

l  Students utilize Informational Comprehension as they follow Salt Crystal 
Garden instructions.

l  Students practice Procedural Writing as they select, communicate and 
implement modifications to the directions, then try it!

l  The study of general laundry techniques over the generations, utilizing 
bluing and other fabric whitening methods, provides part of a 
comprehensive picture of historical domestic practices.

An Exciting Learning Tool For Students Of All Ages!
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Visit www.mrsstewart.com for more Information.

SALT 
CRYSTAL 
GARDEN
DIRECTIONS

Day 1:  In a shallow glass or plastic bowl, place some 
pieces of : coal, charcoal, porous brick, tile, cement, or 
sponge (a cut-up kitchen sponge works very well).  Over 
these, pour two tablespoons of water, two tablespoons of 
salt, and two tablespoons of Mrs. Stewart’s® Bluing.Day 2:  
The next morning, add two tablespoons of salt over entire 
area, even if crystal growth has begun.

Day 3:  On the third morning pour into the bottom of the 
bowl (not directly on the base materials) two tablespoons 
each of salt, water and MSB.  At this time, you may add 
a few drops of food coloring or ink to each piece for 
additional color. 

To keep your Salt Crystal Garden growing, simply add 
more MSB, salt, and water from time to time. 

Tips: A free circulation of air is necessary, and the drier 
the air, the better.  To accelerate crystal growth, add two 

tablespoons of ammonia on Day 1 and Day 3 along with 
the other liquids (adult supervision needed).  

**** A few pipe cleaners stuck into the sponge create a 
beautiful “ice-garden” effect!

**** For crystal Christmas trees, make a stand-up tree out 
of blotter paper and set it into the ingredients above — 
watch the magic!

Why Does it Grow? The coral-like formations are formed 
by the recrystallization of the salt upon evaporation of 
the liquid.  The base material (sponge) draws the salt-
saturated liquid up by capillary action and provides more 
surface area over which the liquid can evaporate.  The 
microscopic bluing particle acts as a nucleus around 
which the salt can recrystallize.  The growth rate depends 
on the humidity of the surrounding environment, taking 
from hours to days to begin.  

Contact Us About
SPECIAL OFFERS for TEACHERS

Phone:  800-325-7785 
Fax:  952-881-1873

E-mail:  msb@mrsstewart.com

MSB has been on grocery shelves since 1883.  For over 130 years, it has been an 
indispensable laundry aid, whitening white clothes safely, effectively and economically.  
For generations, school children have used MSB for many purposes. Classrooms, cub scout 
packs, and science fair contestants have made the Salt Crystal Garden a favorite project.  
No wonder teachers and families have passed the recipe on through the generations!


