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Jacob is the older of Lehi’s 
two sons born during the eight 
years of journeying in the wil-
derness (see 1 Nephi 18:7). He 
is Nephi’s younger brother and 
would be in the neighborhood 
of forty-five to fifty years old 
at this point. In chapter one, 
Jacob will talk to us about the 
commandment Nephi gave him 
to take over the small plates of 
Nephi and to engrave a few 
of his own things on them. 
Nephi’s death is recorded by 
Jacob, also in chapter one.

Jacob will give some power-
ful messages, not the least 
of which will concern the 
growing practice of plural 
marriage among his people 
(chapter 2).

Perhaps the most famous chap-
ter of Jacob is chapter 5 which 
is the allegory of the tame 
olive tree and the wild olive 
trees. We will spend consider-
able time on this chapter.

Jacob has seen the Savior 
(2 Nephi 11:3) and has been 
well schooled in the gospel by 
Nephi. He is kind and gentle 
and it bothers him to have to 
speak bluntly and boldly to his 

people in order to wake them 
up to the reality that they are 
going into apostasy (see chap-
ter two). We are greatly blessed 
to have these inspired teach-
ings of Jacob and we can see 
that Mormon selected them for 
us (Words of Mormon 1:3–8) 
as he was inspired to include 
the small plates of Nephi in 
the plates which Moroni would 
later bury in the stone box in 
the Hill Cumorah.

JACOB 1

In this chapter, Jacob will intro-
duce himself to us and will 
explain some differences between 
the large plates and the small 
plates. He will redefine the terms 
“Lamanites” and “Nephites” and 
then give a little background to 
the sermon he delivered to his 
people in the temple.

1 FOR behold, it came to pass that 
fifty and five years had passed 
away from the time that Lehi left 
Jerusalem [so it is now a little 
over 540 years before Christ]; 
wherefore, Nephi gave me, Jacob, 
a commandment concerning the 
small plates [the small plates of 
Nephi], upon which these things 
are engraven.

THE BOOK OF JACOB
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For more information about the 
various sets of plates referred 
to in the Book of Mormon, see 
“A Brief Explanation About The 
Book Of Mormon” in the intro-
ductory pages to your Book of 
Mormon.

2 And he gave me, Jacob, a com-
mandment that I should write 
upon these plates [the small 
plates] a few of the things which 
I considered to be most precious; 
that I should not touch, save 
it were lightly, concerning the 
history of this people which are 
called the people of Nephi.

3 For he said that the history of 
his people should be engraven 
upon his other plates [the large 
plates of Nephi], and that I should 
preserve these plates and hand 
them down unto my seed, from 
generation to generation.

4 And if there were preaching 
which was sacred, or revelation 
which was great, or prophesying, 
that I should engraven the heads 
[main points] of them upon these 
plates [the small plates], and 
touch upon them as much as it 
were possible, for Christ’s sake, 
and for the sake of our people.

5 For because of faith and great 
anxiety, it truly had been made 
manifest unto us concerning our 
people, what things should hap-
pen unto them.

6 And we also had many rev-
elations, and the spirit of much 
prophecy; wherefore, we knew 
of Christ and his kingdom, 
which should come.

7 Wherefore we labored dili-
gently among our people, that 
we might persuade them to come 
unto Christ, and partake of the 
goodness of God, that they might 
enter into his rest [exaltation in 
the celestial kingdom; see D&C 
84:24], lest by any means he 
should swear in his wrath they 
should not enter in, as in the 
provocation [the “provoking of 
God,” in other words, the forty 
years the children of Israel spent 
in the wilderness because they 
provoked God to anger] in the 
days of temptation while the 
children of Israel were in the 
wilderness.

8 Wherefore, we would to God 
that we could persuade all men 
not to rebel against God, to 
provoke him to anger, but that 
all men would believe in Christ, 
and view his death, and suffer 
his cross [do whatever it takes 
to follow Him] and bear the 
shame of the world; wherefore, 
I, Jacob, take it upon me to 
fulfil the commandment of my 
brother Nephi.

Next, Jacob talks briefly about 
the transition of power among 



The Book of MorMon Made easier 1332

his people, as far as their kings 
were concerned. Because the 
people loved Nephi so much, 
each of their succeeding kings 
was called Nephi (verse 11).

9 Now Nephi began to be old, 
and he saw that he must soon 
die; wherefore, he anointed a 
man to be a king and a ruler over 
his people now, according to the 
reigns of the kings.

10 The people having loved 
Nephi exceedingly, he having 
been a great protector for them, 
having wielded the sword of 
Laban in their defence, and hav-
ing labored in all his days for 
their welfare—

11 Wherefore, the people were 
desirous to retain in remembrance 
his name. And whoso should 
reign in his stead were called by 
the people, second Nephi, third 
Nephi, and so forth, according to 
the reigns of the kings; and thus 
they were called by the people, 
let them be of whatever name 
they would.

12 And it came to pass that 
Nephi died.

Next, as stated above, Jacob 
redefines the terms “Lamanites” 
and “Nephites.” It is important 
that we keep these new defini-
tions in mind as we continue 
our Book of Mormon study. We 
will use bold to emphasize this 

point. Sometimes, in your scrip-
ture marking, you may wish to 
underline or highlight just a few 
words or phrases within a verse 
or set of verses, such that the 
underlined portion becomes a 
note in and of itself. This is 
what would happen if you were 
to underline the bolded portion 
of verse 14. You could even 
put a box around the words 
“Lamanite” and “Nephite,” which 
would further clarify at a glance.

13 Now the people which were 
not Lamanites were Nephites; 
nevertheless, they were called 
Nephites, Jacobites, Josephites, 
Zoramites, Lamanites, Lemuelites, 
and Ishmaelites.

14 But I, Jacob, shall not here-
after distinguish them by these 
names, but I shall call them 
Lamanites that seek to destroy 
the people of Nephi, and those 
who are friendly to Nephi I 
shall call Nephites, or the peo-
ple of Nephi, according to the 
reigns of the kings.

Next, Jacob leads up to the 
serious problem which is 
growing among his people 
wherein men are beginning 
to take plural wives, against 
the commandment of the Lord. 
They were under the same 
rules we are today, as far as 
polygamy was concerned (see 
Jacob 2:34 and 3:5). We will 
say a bit more about this in 
a few moments. We will con-
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tinue to use bold occasionally 
for emphasis and for teaching 
purposes. As we continue now, 
we will see once again what 
we called the Big Three sins 
as we commented on 1 Nephi 
13:7–9. These Big Three are 
well-used by Satan still today. 
They are:

1. Sexual immorality

2. Materialism

3. Pride

15 And now it came to pass that 
the people of Nephi, under the 
reign of the second king, began 
to grow hard in their hearts, and 
indulge themselves somewhat 
in wicked practices, such as 
like unto David of old desiring 
many wives and concubines, 
and also Solomon, his son [sex-
ual immorality].

16 Yea, and they also began to 
search much gold and silver, and 
began to be lifted up somewhat 
in pride [materialism and pride].

Next, Jacob tells us that his ser-
mon to his people was designed 
to alert them to these three 
major tools of the devil.

17 Wherefore I, Jacob, gave unto 
them these words as I taught 
them in the temple, having first 
obtained mine errand from the 
Lord.

18 For I, Jacob, and my brother 

Joseph had been consecrated 
priests and teachers of this peo-
ple, by the hand of Nephi.

The terms “priests” and “teach-
ers” as used here refer not to 
the Aaronic Priesthood, rather, 
to responsibilities within the 
Melchizedek Priesthood. Lehi 
and his descendants functioned 
by virtue of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood. The Aaronic Priest-
hood was not set up among the 
Nephites until the Savior’s minis-
try to them as recorded in Third 
Nephi. Joseph Fielding Smith 
explained this as follows:

“The Nephites were descen-
dants of Joseph. Lehi discov-
ered this when reading the 
brass plates. He was a descen-
dant of Manasseh, and Ishmael, 
who accompanied him with 
his family, was of the tribe of 
Ephraim (Alma 10:3)” (Smith, 
Improvement Era, 8:781; Journal 
of Discourses, 23:184).

“Therefore there were no Levites 
who accompanied Lehi to the 
Western Hemisphere. Under 
these conditions the Nephites 
officiated by virtue of the 
Melchizedek Priesthood from 
the days of Lehi to the days 
of the appearance of our 
Savior among them. It is true 
that Nephi ‘consecrated Jacob 
and Joseph’ that they should 
be priests and teachers over 
the land of the Nephites, but 
the fact that plural terms priests 
and teachers were used indi-
cates that this was not a refer-
ence to the definite office in the 
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priesthood in either case, but 
it was a general assignment to 
teach, direct, and admonish the 
people. Otherwise the terms 
priest and teacher would have 
been given, in the singular. 
Additional light is thrown on this 
appointment showing that these 
two brothers of Nephi held the 
Melchizedek Priesthood, in the 
sixth chapter, second verse of 
2 Nephi, where Jacob makes 
this explanation regarding the 
priesthood which he and Joseph 
held: ‘Behold, my beloved 
brethren, I, Jacob, having been 
called of God, and ordained 
after the manner of his holy 
order, and having been con-
secrated by my brother Nephi, 
unto whom ye look as a king 
or a protector, and on whom ye 
depend for safety, behold ye 
know that I have spoken unto 
you exceeding many things.’

“This seems to be a confirma-
tion of the ordinations that he 
and his brother Joseph received 
in the Melchizedek Priesthood. 
All through the Book of 
Mormon we find references to 
the Nephites officiating by vir-
tue of the Higher Priesthood 
(Melchizedek Priesthood) after 
the holy order.” (Smith, Answers 
to Gospel Questions, 1:124)

19 And we did magnify our 
office unto the Lord [we fulfilled 
the responsibilities of our offic-
es and callings], taking upon us 
the responsibility, answering the 
sins of the people upon our own 

heads [considering that we were 
responsible for our people’s sins] 
if we did not teach them the 
word of God with all diligence; 
wherefore, by laboring with 
our might their blood might not 
come upon our garments [that 
we would not be held account-
able for their sins]; otherwise 
their blood would come upon 
our garments, and we would not 
be found spotless at the last day 
[on Judgment Day].

JACOB 2

In this chapter, Jacob will go to 
the temple and teach his people. 
He will deal with three major 
topics, namely, materialism, 
pride, and sexual immorality. As 
he speaks about immorality, he 
will deal with the topic of plural 
marriage.

1 THE words which Jacob, the 
brother of Nephi, spake unto the 
people of Nephi, after the death 
of Nephi:

2 Now, my beloved brethren, I, 
Jacob, according to the responsi-
bility which I am under to God, 
to magnify mine office [to fulfill 
my calling] with soberness, and 
that I might rid my garments 
of your sins [not be responsible 
for your sins], I come up into 
the temple this day that I might 
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declare unto you the word of 
God.

Preparing to deliver this particu-
lar sermon has been very hard 
on Jacob. He is a kind, tender 
man and does not like to place 
burdens on people nor hurt their 
feelings. He is like our modern 
prophets.

3 And ye yourselves know that 
I have hitherto [up to now] been 
diligent in the office of my call-
ing; but I this day am weighed 
down with much more desire 
and anxiety for the welfare of 
your souls than I have hitherto 
been. [He is really worried about 
them.]

4 For behold, as yet, ye have 
been obedient unto the word of 
the Lord, which I have given 
unto you.

As a prophet, Jacob can dis-
cern what is in the minds and 
thoughts of his people by the 
power of the Holy Ghost. It 
is his stewardship to do so. 
Our prophets do the same 
and we see it, especially as 
they address us at the General 
Conferences of the Church.

5 But behold, hearken ye unto 
me, and know that by the help 
of the all–powerful Creator of 
heaven and earth I can tell you 
concerning your thoughts, how 
that ye are beginning to labor 
in sin, which sin appeareth very 

abominable unto me, yea, and 
abominable unto God.

The phrase “labor in sin” as 
used in verse 5, above, as a 
very interesting and insightful 
term. Sin creates much more 
stress and work (labor) than 
righteousness does. This is true 
both on an individual basis as 
well as on a national level.

For instance, righteousness pro-
motes peace and thus the labors 
and productivity of the people 
go to building up of the standard 
of living for everyone. On the 
other hand, wickedness requires 
the formation and financing of 
police, armies, self-defense, 
locks, security systems, guards, 
and so forth. In summary, righ-
teousness builds, produces and 
creates prosperity, while wicked-
ness consumes prosperity.

6 Yea, it grieveth my soul and 
causeth me to shrink with shame 
before the presence of my Maker, 
that I must testify unto you con-
cerning the wickedness of your 
hearts. [Jacob is ashamed of his 
people’s behaviors.]

7 And also it grieveth me that 
I must use so much boldness of 
speech concerning you, before 
your wives and your children, 
many of whose feelings are 
exceedingly tender and chaste 
and delicate before God, which 
thing is pleasing unto God;

It is weighing heavily upon 
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Jacob’s heart that many righ-
teous members have come to 
the meeting expecting to be 
cheered up and encouraged, 
to have their day brightened by 
listening to their prophet. But it 
is not going to happen.

8 And it supposeth me that they 
have come up hither to hear the 
pleasing word of God, yea, the 
word which healeth the wounded 
soul.

9 Wherefore, it burdeneth [weighs 
down] my soul that I should be 
constrained, because of the strict 
commandment which I have 
received from God, to admonish 
[teach and warn] you according 
to your crimes, to enlarge the 
wounds of those who are already 
wounded [by your sins], instead 
of consoling and healing their 
wounds; and those who have 
not been wounded, instead of 
feasting upon the pleasing word 
of God have daggers placed to 
pierce their souls and wound 
their delicate minds.

10 But, notwithstanding [in spite 
of ] the greatness of the task, I 
must do according to the strict 
commands of God, and tell you 
concerning your wickedness and 
abominations [extremely serious 
sins], in the presence of the pure 
in heart, and the broken heart, 
and under the glance of the pierc-
ing eye of the Almighty God.

11 Wherefore, I must tell you the 
truth according to the plainness 
of the word of God. For behold, 
as I inquired of the Lord, thus 
came the word unto me, saying: 
Jacob, get thou up into the tem-
ple on the morrow, and declare 
the word which I shall give thee 
unto this people.

First, Jacob teaches and warns 
them about materialism, in other 
words, making money and hav-
ing things, personal wealth and 
possessions, a top priority in 
their lives. This leads to pride. 
We will continue to use bold for 
emphasis.

12 And now behold, my brethren, 
this is the word which I declare 
unto you, that many of you have 
begun to search for gold, and 
for silver, and for all manner of 
precious ores, in the which this 
land, which is a land of promise 
unto you and to your seed, doth 
abound most plentifully. [There 
is lots of wealth available in this 
land.]

13 And the hand of provi-
dence [God] hath smiled upon 
you most pleasingly, that you 
have obtained many riches; 
and because some of you have 
obtained more abundantly than 
that of your brethren ye are 
lifted up in the pride of your 
hearts, and wear stiff necks [you 
won’t bow your heads in humil-
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ity] and high heads because of 
the costliness of your apparel 
[clothing], and persecute your 
brethren because ye suppose 
that ye are better than they.

14 And now, my brethren, do 
ye suppose that God justifi-
eth [excuses] you in this thing? 
Behold, I say unto you, Nay. 
But he condemneth you, and 
if ye persist in these things his 
judgments [punishments] must 
speedily come unto you.

15 O that he would show you that 
he can pierce you, and with one 
glance of his eye he can smite 
you to the dust!

16 O that he would rid you from 
this iniquity [wickedness] and 
abomination. And, O that ye 
would listen unto the word of 
his commands, and let not this 
pride of your hearts destroy 
your souls!

Next, Jacob teaches his people 
a simple method of overcoming 
pride and materialism.

17 Think of your brethren like 
unto yourselves, and be familiar 
[generous] with all and free with 
your substance, that they may be 
rich like unto you.

Some people think that wealth 
itself is evil. This is not the 
case. It is how individuals han-
dle wealth and what goes on 

in their minds and hearts that 
counts. What Jacob says next 
is very important and quite well 
known among members of the 
Church today.

18 But before ye seek for riches, 
seek ye for the kingdom of 
God.

19 And after ye have obtained 
a hope in Christ ye shall obtain 
riches, if ye seek them; and ye 
will seek them for the intent to 
do good—to clothe the naked, 
and to feed the hungry, and to lib-
erate the captive, and administer 
relief to the sick and the afflicted. 
[In other words, if you remain 
loyal and faithful to God, and if 
you gain wealth, it will not ruin 
you because you will keep things 
in proper perspective.]

20 And now, my brethren, I have 
spoken unto you concerning 
pride; and those of you which 
have afflicted your neighbor, 
and persecuted him because ye 
were proud in your hearts, of 
the things which God hath given 
you, what say ye of it?

21 Do ye not suppose that such 
things are abominable unto him 
who created all flesh? And the 
one being is as precious in his 
sight as the other. And all flesh 
is of the dust; and for the self-
same end [purpose] hath he cre-
ated them, that they should keep 
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his commandments and glorify 
him forever.

Jacob wishes that he could end 
his sermon at this point and let 
his people go home. It would 
be a great relief to him to do 
so. But one of the responsibili-
ties of a leader is to deliver the 
word of the Lord to his people 
without diluting it. In the next 
verses, Jacob expresses this 
and then delivers the rest of the 
message.

22 And now I make an end 
of speaking unto you concern-
ing this pride. And were it not 
that I must speak unto you 
concerning a grosser crime, 
my heart would rejoice exceed-
ingly because of you.

23 But the word of God bur-
dens me because of your grosser 
crimes. For behold, thus saith the 
Lord: This people begin to wax 
in iniquity; they understand not 
the scriptures, for they seek to 
excuse themselves in committing 
whoredoms [sexual immorality], 
because of the things which were 
written concerning David, and 
Solomon his son.

Jacob’s people have obviously 
read in the brass plates about 
David and Solomon and are 
using this as an excuse to vio-
late the commandment which 
the Lord gave Lehi (see Jacob 
3:5) that his people should not 
take up the practice of plu-

ral marriage which was still 
commonly practiced in Old 
Testament lands when they left 
Jerusalem in 600 B.C.

First, Jacob tells his people 
that they must not use David 
and Solomon as role models, 
because they both lost their 
souls as this practice got out of 
hand with them. For instance, 
David had Bathsheba’s hus-
band killed intentionally in battle 
so he could marry her as a plu-
ral wife after he found out she 
was expecting their child. Thus, 
David tried to cover up adultery 
with murder. As a result, David 
lost his exaltation (see D&C 
132:39). David was not a good 
example for Jacob’s people to 
follow at this stage of his life.

As for Solomon, 1 Kings 11:3 
informs us that he had seven 
hundred wives and three hun-
dred concubines (second class 
wives), and the Bible goes on to 
record that Solomon began wor-
shiping idols, which was pleas-
ing to many of his pagan wives. 
Thus, Solomon also apostatized 
from God because of his abuse 
of plural marriage. He too was 
not a good example for Jacob’s 
people to follow.

No wonder Jacob told his peo-
ple the following:

24 Behold, David and Solomon 
truly had many wives and con-
cubines, which thing was abomi-
nable before me, saith the Lord.

25 Wherefore, thus saith the 
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Lord, I have led this people forth 
out of the land of Jerusalem, by 
the power of mine arm, that I 
might raise up unto me a righ-
teous branch from the fruit of 
the loins of Joseph [ from the 
descendants of Joseph who was 
sold into Egypt].

26 Wherefore, I the Lord God 
will not suffer [allow] that this 
people shall do like unto them 
of old.

There are many rumors and 
false notions among mem-
bers and non-members alike 
regarding the practice of plural 
marriage in the early days of 
the Church. Many try to come 
up with explanations of why the 
Lord commanded plural mar-
riage. One of the most com-
mon is the notion that so many 
of the men were killed off by 
mobs, etc. that plural marriage 
was required for the remaining 
women to have a husband. 
Recent research has shown 
this not to be the case to any 
significant degree.

As Jacob continues, he will give 
us the reason many of the early 
members of the Church prac-
ticed plural marriage. It is sim-
ple. The Lord commanded it. 

You may wish to put a box 
around verses 27 and 30, next, 
and tie them together with a 
line. They constitute the word of 
the Lord regarding plural mar-
riage.

Just a quick explanation about 
the word “polygamy,” which 
is commonly used to refer to 
plural marriage. Technically, 
polygamy means having plu-
ral husbands or plural wives. 
Therefore, “plural wives” is a 
better term for us to use.

Now on to the rules for plural 
marriage, as given by the Lord. 
We will use bold for emphasis.

27 Wherefore, my brethren, hear 
me, and hearken to the word of 
the Lord: For there shall not 
any man among you have save 
it be one wife; and concubines 
he shall have none;

28 For I, the Lord God, delight 
in the chastity of women. And 
whoredoms are an abomination 
before me; thus saith the Lord 
of Hosts.

29 Wherefore, this people shall 
keep my commandments, saith 
the Lord of Hosts, or cursed be 
the land for their sakes.

30 For if I will, saith the Lord 
of Hosts, raise up seed unto 
me, I will command my people 
[to practice plural marriage]; 
otherwise they shall hearken 
unto these things [the rule given 
in verse 27].

“These things” in verse 30, 
above, refer to verse 27. In fact, 
you may wish to draw an arrow 
from “these things” back up 
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to verse 27 in your own scrip-
tures.

A common question which comes 
up in classes is, “Will I be required 
to practice plural marriage if I 
attain exaltation?” The answer is 
“No.” Bruce R. McConkie gives 
the answer as follows (bold added 
to point out the answer):

“From such fragmentary scrip-
tural records as are now avail-
able, we learn that the Lord did 
command some of his ancient 
saints to practice plural mar-
riage. Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob—among others (D&C 
132)—conformed to this enno-
bling and exalting principle; the 
whole history of ancient Israel 
was one in which plurality of 
wives was a divinely accepted 
and approved order of matri-
mony. Those who entered this 
order at the Lord’s command, 
and who kept the laws and con-
ditions appertaining to it, have 
gained for themselves eternal 
exaltation in the highest heaven 
of the celestial world.

“In the early days of this dis-
pensation, as part of the prom-
ised restitution of all things, the 
Lord revealed the principle of 
plural marriage to the Prophet. 
Later the Prophet and leading 
brethren were commanded to 
enter into the practice, which 
they did in all virtue and purity 
of heart despite the consequent 
animosity and prejudices of 
worldly people. After Brigham 
Young led the saints to the Salt 
Lake Valley, plural marriage 

was openly taught and prac-
ticed until the year 1890. At that 
time conditions were such that 
the Lord by revelation withdrew 
the command to continue the 
practice, and President Wilford 
Woodruff issued the Manifesto 
directing that it cease (Woodruff, 
Discourses of Wilford Woodruff, 
pp. 213–18).

“Obviously the holy practice 
will commence again after the 
Second Coming of the Son of 
Man and the ushering in of the 
Millennium (Isaiah 4).

“Plural marriage is not essen-
tial to salvation or exaltation. 
Nephi and his people were 
denied the power to have 
more than one wife and yet 
they could gain every bless-
ing in eternity that the Lord 
ever offered to any people. In 
our day, the Lord summarized 
by revelation the whole doctrine 
of exaltation and predicated it 
upon the marriage of one man 
to one woman (D&C 132:1–28). 
Thereafter he added the princi-
ples relative to plurality of wives 
with the express stipulation that 
any such marriages would be 
valid only if authorized by the 
President of the Church (D&C 
132:7, 29–66).

“All who pretend or assume to 
engage in plural marriage in this 
day, when the one holding the 
keys has withdrawn the power 
by which they are performed, 
are guilty of gross wickedness” 
(McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, 
578).
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31 For behold, I, the Lord, have 
seen the sorrow, and heard the 
mourning of the daughters of my 
people in the land of Jerusalem, 
yea, and in all the lands of my 
people, because of the wicked-
ness and abominations of their 
husbands.

32 And I will not suffer [allow], 
saith the Lord of Hosts, that the 
cries of the fair daughters of this 
people, which I have led out of 
the land of Jerusalem, shall come 
up unto me against the men of 
my people, saith the Lord of 
Hosts.

33 For they shall not lead away 
captive the daughters of my peo-
ple because of their tenderness, 
save I shall visit them with a sore 
curse, even unto destruction; for 
they shall not commit whore-
doms, like unto them of old, saith 
the Lord of Hosts.

Next, Jacob reminds the men 
among his people that they 
already know the command-
ments of the Lord to them on 
this topic. Therefore, they are 
accountable for going against 
God’s law on this matter.

34 And now behold, my brethren, 
ye know that these command-
ments were given to our father, 
Lehi; wherefore, ye have known 
them before; and ye have come 
unto great condemnation; for 
ye have done these things which 

ye ought not to have done.

35 Behold, ye have done greater 
iniquities than the Lamanites, 
our brethren. Ye have broken 
the hearts of your tender wives, 
and lost the confidence of your 
children, because of your bad 
examples before them; and the 
sobbings of their hearts ascend 
up to God against you. And 
because of the strictness of the 
word of God, which cometh 
down against you, many 
hearts died, pierced with deep 
wounds.

JACOB 3
Next, Jacob gives encourage-
ment to those of his people who 
have not broken these com-
mandments of God.

1 BUT behold, I, Jacob, would 
speak unto you that are pure in 
heart. Look unto God with firm-
ness of mind, and pray unto him 
with exceeding faith, and he will 
console you in your afflictions, 
and he will plead your cause, and 
send down justice upon those 
who seek your destruction.

2 O all ye that are pure in heart, 
lift up your heads and receive the 
pleasing word of God, and feast 
upon his love; for ye may, if your 
minds are firm, forever.
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One of the most important mes-
sages of the gospel is the effec-
tiveness of the Atonement of 
Christ. Jacob will now warn, 
invite and remind the wicked 
among his people to repent. It 
is not too late.

3 But, wo, wo, unto you that are 
not pure in heart, that are filthy 
this day before God; for except 
ye repent the land is cursed for 
your sakes [unless you repent, 
you will be destroyed]; and the 
Lamanites, which are not filthy 
like unto you, nevertheless they 
are cursed with a sore cursing 
[because they have gone astray 
from the gospel], shall scourge 
you even unto destruction.

4 And the time speedily cometh, 
that except ye [the Nephites] 
repent they shall possess the 
land of your inheritance, and 
the Lord God will lead away 
the righteous out from among 
you. [He did have Mosiah I 
lead the righteous out of the 
land of Nephi to Zarahemla; 
see Omni 1:12–15.]

5 Behold, the Lamanites your 
brethren, whom ye hate because 
of their filthiness and the cursing 
which hath come upon their skins, 
are more righteous than you; for 
they have not forgotten the com-
mandment of the Lord, which 
was given unto our father—that 
they should have save it were one 
wife, and concubines they should 

have none, and there should not 
be whoredoms committed among 
them.

6 And now, this commandment 
they observe to keep; where-
fore, because of this observance, 
in keeping this commandment, 
the Lord God will not destroy 
them, but will be merciful 
unto them; and one day they 
shall become a blessed people. 
[We are watching the fulfilling of 
this prophecy today.]

7 Behold, their husbands love 
their wives, and their wives 
love their husbands; and their 
husbands and their wives love 
their children; and their unbelief 
and their hatred towards you is 
because of the iniquity of their 
fathers; wherefore, how much 
better are you than they, in the 
sight of your great Creator?

8 O my brethren, I fear that unless 
ye shall repent of your sins that 
their skins will be whiter than 
yours, when ye shall be brought 
with them before the throne of 
God. [They will be more pure and 
clean on Judgment Day than you.]

The illicit practice of plural mar-
riage for the gratification of lust-
ful desires among the Nephites 
at the time of Jacob’s address to 
his people was a form of severe 
hypocrisy. They looked down at 
the Lamanites, yet they were 
guilty of gross sin themselves. 
Jacob explains this next.
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9 Wherefore, a commandment 
I give unto you, which is the 
word of God, that ye revile no 
more against them because of 
the darkness of their skins; nei-
ther shall ye revile against them 
because of their filthiness; but ye 
shall remember your own filthi-
ness, and remember that their 
filthiness came because of their 
fathers [unrighteous traditions].

10 Wherefore, ye shall remember 
your children, how that ye have 
grieved their hearts because of the 
example that ye have set before 
them; and also, remember that ye 
may, because of your filthiness, 
bring your children unto destruc-
tion, and their sins be heaped 
upon your heads at the last day.

Just a quick word about the 
phrase “bring your children unto 
destruction” in verse 10, above. 
Remember that God is com-
pletely fair to all people, includ-
ing children who are given bad 
examples, and thus grow up 
away from the gospel. If they 
do not get a fair chance in this 
life, such children will have a fair 
chance in the spirit world (see 
D&C 137:7–8; see also D&C 
50:7 where the Lord tells us 
that those who are deceived by 
hypocrites “shall be reclaimed.” 
This doctrine is very comforting.

Next, Jacob gives one of the 
most eloquent calls to repen-
tance found anywhere.

11 O my brethren, hearken unto 
my words; arouse the faculties of 
your souls [wake up and think!]; 
shake yourselves that ye may 
awake from the slumber of death 
[death of your spirituality]; and 
loose yourselves from the pains of 
hell that ye may not become angels 
to the devil, to be cast into that 
lake of fire and brimstone which 
is the second death [being kept out 
of God’s presence forever].

12 And now I, Jacob, spake 
many more things unto the 
people of Nephi, warning them 
against fornication and lasciv-
iousness [all forms of sexual 
immorality], and every kind of 
sin, telling them the awful con-
sequences of them.

13 And a hundredth part of 
the proceedings of this people, 
which now began to be numer-
ous, cannot be written upon 
these plates [the small plates of 
Nephi]; but many of their pro-
ceedings are written upon the 
larger plates [the large plates of 
Nephi], and their wars, and their 
contentions, and the reigns of 
their kings.

14 These plates [this section of 
the small plates of Nephi] are 
called the plates of Jacob, and 
they were made by the hand of 
Nephi. And I make an end of 
speaking these words.
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JACOB 4

Engraving plates was a very 
painstaking task and next, Jacob 
takes a moment to call our atten-
tion to this.

1 NOW behold, it came to pass 
that I, Jacob, having ministered 
much unto my people in word 
(and I cannot write but a little of 
my words, because of the difficul-
ty of engraving our words upon 
plates), and we know that the 
things which we write upon plates 
must remain [will be permanent];

2 But whatsoever things we 
write upon anything [such as 
animal skins or whatever] save 
[except] it be upon plates [metal 
plates] must [will] perish and 
vanish away; but we can write 
a few words upon plates, which 
will give our children, and also 
our beloved brethren, a small 
degree of knowledge concern-
ing us, or concerning their 
fathers—

3 Now in this thing we do rejoice; 
and we labor diligently to engrav-
en these words upon plates, hop-
ing that our beloved brethren and 
our children will receive them 
with thankful hearts, and look 
upon them that they may learn 
with joy and not with sorrow, nei-
ther with contempt, concerning 
their first parents [concerning us, 
their ancestors].

Next, Jacob bears testimony to 
his descendants down through 
the ages.

4 For, for this intent have we 
written these things, that they 
may know that we knew of 
Christ, and we had a hope [an 
assurance; see Alma 58:11] of 
his glory many hundred years 
before his coming; and not only 
we ourselves had a hope of his 
glory, but also all the holy proph-
ets which were before us.

Next, Jacob explains the pur-
pose of the law of Moses.

5 Behold, they believed in 
Christ and worshiped the Father 
in his name, and also we wor-
ship the Father in his name. 
And for this intent we keep 
the law of Moses, it pointing 
our souls to him; and for this 
cause it [the proper use of the 
law of Moses] is sanctified unto 
us for righteousness, even as it 
was accounted unto Abraham 
in the wilderness to be obedient 
unto the commands of God in 
offering up his son Isaac, which 
is a similitude of God and his 
Only Begotten Son. [Abraham 
was symbolic of the Father, and 
Isaac was symbolic of the sacri-
ficing of the Son.]

Next, Jacob teaches us a great 
lesson in the value of scripture 
study. Watch as he teaches the 
results of so doing.
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6 Wherefore [this is why], we 
search the prophets [the scrip-
tures], and we have many revela-
tions and the spirit of prophecy; 
and having all these witnesses 
we obtain a hope, and our faith 
becometh unshaken, insomuch 
that we truly can command in 
the name of Jesus and the very 
trees obey us, or the mountains, 
or the waves of the sea.

7 Nevertheless, the Lord God 
showeth us our weakness that we 
may know that it is by his grace, 
and his great condescensions [will-
ingness to work with people who 
are so much less capable than He] 
unto the children of men, that we 
have power to do these things.

8 Behold, great and marvelous 
are the works of the Lord. How 
unsearchable are the depths of 
the mysteries of him [it is impos-
sible for us to comprehend God 
at this point; but we will some-
day; compare with D&C 88:49]; 
and it is impossible that man 
should find out all his ways. And 
no man knoweth of his ways save 
it be revealed unto him; where-
fore, brethren, despise not the 
revelations of God.

9 For behold, by the power of his 
word man came upon the face of 
the earth, which earth was cre-
ated by the power of his word. 
Wherefore, if God being able to 

speak and the world was, and to 
speak and man was created, O 
then, why not able to command 
the earth, or the workmanship 
of his hands [us] upon the face 
of it, according to his will and 
pleasure?

Next is another famous quote 
among members of the Church. 
It reminds us to avoid telling the 
Lord how to run things, rather 
to listen carefully to Him so that 
we learn.

10 Wherefore, brethren, seek not 
to counsel the Lord, but to 
take counsel from his hand. For 
behold, ye yourselves know that 
he counseleth in wisdom, and in 
justice, and in great mercy, over 
all his works.

11 Wherefore, beloved brethren, 
be reconciled [become at peace] 
unto him [the Father] through 
the atonement of Christ, his Only 
Begotten Son, and ye may obtain 
a resurrection [a celestial res-
urrection; see the next lines], 
according to the power of the 
resurrection which is in Christ, 
and be presented as the first-
fruits of Christ [the best results 
of Christ’s Atonement, namely, 
celestial] unto God [the Father], 
having faith, and obtained a good 
hope of glory in him [Christ] 
before he manifesteth himself in 
the flesh.
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The last phrase of verse 11, 
above, is very significant doc-
trinally. It shows us that Christ’s 
Atonement worked even before 
it was actually performed. Thus, 
Jacob’s people could be for-
given of sins even though the 
Savior had not yet come to 
earth to serve His atoning mis-
sion.

12 And now, beloved, marvel not 
that I tell you these things; for 
why not speak of the atonement 
of Christ, and attain to a perfect 
knowledge of him, as to attain to 
the knowledge of a resurrection 
and the world to come?

As mentioned previously, the 
word “prophesy” has at least 
two meanings in the context of 
the scriptures. For one thing, 
it means to foretell the future. 
Another definition is “teach.” 
Both definitions seem to apply 
to verse 13, next.

13 Behold, my brethren, he 
that prophesieth, let him proph-
esy to the understanding of 
men [so that people can under-
stand what you are saying]; 
for the Spirit speaketh the 
truth and lieth not [truth is 
simple]. Wherefore, it speaketh 
of things as they really are, and 
of things as they really will be; 
wherefore [this is why], these 
things are manifested unto us 
plainly, for the salvation of our 
souls. But behold, we are not 

witnesses alone in these things; 
for God also spake them unto 
prophets of old.

You have probably noticed 
that many of Jacob’s teachings 
are rather well known among 
Church members. Next, we 
see a rather famous statement, 
“Don’t look beyond the mark.” 
In other words, don’t miss the 
obvious. Watch as Jacob teach-
es it.

14 But behold, the Jews were 
a stiffnecked people; and they 
despised the words of plainness 
[they loved to complicate things], 
and killed the prophets, and 
sought for things that they could 
not understand [this is typical 
of many teachers of philosophy 
today]. Wherefore, because of 
their blindness, which blindness 
came by looking beyond the 
mark, they must needs fall; for 
God hath taken away his plain-
ness from them, and delivered 
unto them [allowed them to come 
up with] many things which they 
cannot understand, because they 
desired it. And because they 
desired it God hath done it, that 
they may stumble.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell spoke of 
“looking beyond the mark” as 
follows:

“In the Book of Mormon, Jacob 
speaks of ancient Judah as hav-
ing rejected the words of its 
prophets because individuals 
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living then ‘despised the words 
of plainness’ and because they 
‘sought for things that they could 
not understand’ (Jacob 4:14). 
Intellectual embroidery seems 
to have been preferred to the 
whole clothing of the gospel—
the frills to the fabric. In fact, one 
can even surmise that complex-
ity was preferred over plainness 
by some because in conceptual 
complexity there might some-
how be escape, or excuse, for 
noncompliance and for failure. In 
any event, this incredible blind-
ness which led to the rejec-
tion of those truths spoken by 
prophets and which prevented 
the recognition of Jesus for who 
he was, according to Jacob, 
came ‘by looking beyond the 
mark.’ Those who look beyond 
plainness, beyond the proph-
ets, beyond Christ, and beyond 
his simple teachings waited in 
vain then, as they will wait in 
vain now. For only the gospel 
of Jesus Christ teaches us of 
things as they really are and as 
they really will be. There is more 
realism in the revelations than 
in reams of secular research, 
for secularism is congenitally 
shortsighted. Without revelation 
and its absolute anchors, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints would also follow the 
fads of the day, as some church-
es have done; but as Samuel 
Callan warned, the church that 
weds itself to the culture of the 
day will ‘be a widow within each 
succeeding age.’ This is but one 
of the marks of the ‘true and liv-
ing’ Church: it is spared the fruits 

of fadism” (Maxwell, “On Being a 
Light,” p. 1).

Pay close attention to what 
Jacob says in the next four 
verses. He will set the stage for 
Jacob, chapter five, in which the 
allegory of the tame and wild 
olive trees is given. The main 
point leading up to chapter five 
is, “How can the Jews (or any 
people, for that matter) who 
reject the Savior so completely, 
ever come back?” Jacob will 
pose this question specifically 
in verse 17.

15 And now I, Jacob, am led on 
by the Spirit unto prophesying; 
for I perceive by the workings 
of the Spirit which is in me, that 
by the stumbling of the Jews 
they will reject the stone [Christ] 
upon which they might build and 
have safe foundation.

16 But behold, according to the 
scriptures, this stone [Christ] 
shall become the great, and the 
last, and the only sure founda-
tion, upon which the Jews can 
build.

17 And now, my beloved, how 
is it possible that these [the 
Jews], after having rejected 
the sure foundation, can ever 
build upon it [can ever return 
to Christ], that it may become 
the head of their corner [become 
the “chief cornerstone” of their 
lives; compare with Ephesians 
2:20]?
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In verse 18, next, Jacob con-
fides in us that he is quite ner-
vous about getting his point 
across in chapter five. There 
is a message for us in this. If 
we get too anxious or worried 
about what the Lord asks us 
to do, we can ruin our ability to 
listen to the Holy Ghost and we 
may not get the job done right. 
While many of us will get ner-
vous about teaching or speak-
ing, we would do well to have 
sufficient faith to calm us down 
so we can be effective instru-
ments in the Lord’s hand.

18 Behold, my beloved breth-
ren, I will unfold this mystery 
[how the Jews can return to 
Christ] unto you; if I do not, by 
any means, get shaken from 
my firmness in the Spirit, and 
stumble because of my over 
anxiety for you.

JACOB 5

Jacob 5 is often referred to as 
“The Allegory of the Olive Tree.” 
An allegory is a story or parable 
which symbolizes things in real 
life. The allegory comes from the 
writings of Zenos (see verse 1), a 
prophet whose writings are not 
found in the Bible.

Since this is such a significant 
chapter in the Book of Mormon, 
and since it is referred to so 
often, we will take the time to 

give quite a bit of background 
which will help in understanding 
the various messages in this alle-
gory. For instance, the “tame” 
olive tree is extremely signifi-
cant as are the “branches” which 
are broken off from it. 

Furthermore, as we actually get 
to studying the chapter itself, we 
will repeat the chapter twice, in 
order to point out that scriptural 
symbolism can be understood 
in several ways. It is said that 
scriptural symbolism is infinite-
ly deep. In other words, through 
symbolism, the Lord can teach us 
many different things, depend-
ing on our need at the moment. It 
is important that we allow room 
for different interpretations of 
such scriptures. Otherwise, we 
may “miss the mark” ourselves, 
from one reading to the next.

First, we will get some back-
ground about olive trees, which 
are used extensively in this 
allegory. We will draw on the 
Institute of Religion Book of 
Mormon Student Manual, pp. 
47–48 for this:

“The use of the olive tree as a 
symbol for the house of Israel 
is an excellent example of how 
God uses symbolism to teach his 
children gospel laws and princi-
ples. For centuries the olive tree 
has been associated with peace. 


