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08:00–09:00

REGISTRATION

09:00–09:10

Falcon Group

09:10-09:20

Chris Southworth, Secretary General, ICC United Kingdom

09:20–09:40

 
Stormy Annika Mildner,    Head of the Department “External Economic Policy” at the 
Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie (BDI)

09:40-10:00

Alvaro Cedeno, Costa Rican Ambassador to the WTO

10:00-11:00

Insights on global market trends across finance and inclusive
economic development

MODERATOR: DOMINIC BROOM, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ICC BANKING COMMISSION 
(BNY MELLON)

David Bischof, Senior Policy Manager, ICC Banking Commission
John Oliver, Head of Structuring,Execution and Delivery, Barclays Bank
Nemanja Eckert, Principal, International and Brexit Policy, UK Finance
Yael Selfin, Chief Economist, KPMG

11:00-11:15

NETWORKING BREAK

11:15-12:15        

Drivers – how technology and regulations are opening up new
opportunities for partnerships
Banks as facilitators of finance
Moving to a stakeholder approach - the need to integrate policy and
dialogue
Expanding engagement beyond industry forums

MODERATOR: CHRIS SOUTHWORTH, SECRETARY GENERAL, ICC UNITED KINGDOM

Robert Parson, Partner, Clyde & Co
Mirka Skrzypczak, Head of Working Capital Product, NatWest
Chris Howarth, CFO, Falcon Group
Marilyn Blattner-Hoyle, Head of Supply Chain & Trade Finance, AIG
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The emerging role of digital fintech and capital funds in
providing new sources of finance

MODERATOR: JOHN BUGEJA, MANAGING DIRECTOR, TRADE ADVISORY NETWORK

Shona Tatchell, CEO and Founder , HaloTrade
Matt Wreford, CEO, Demica

12:15-13:15           

Focus on access to finance in emerging markets
New digital rules & standards - what are how do banks comply
Skills - is the skills pathway right to support the transition to digital
What are the challenges - practitioner perspectives from foreign banks

MODERATOR: ROBERTO LEVA, SUSTAINABLE TRADE FINANCE GROUP, ICC BANKING 
COMMISSION, (JP MORGAN)

David Morrish, Relationship Director, London Institute of Banking and Finance
Dr. Edward George
Research, Ecobank
Nicholas Barnes , Entity & Governance Compliance Manager, TradeIX
Karl Klink, Director, Trade Finance Product EMEA, MUFG Bank
Lorna K. Strong, Legal Committee, ICC Banking Commission (HSBC) 
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KEYNOTE 3

New opportunities with the changing role of the UK as an independent
country in trade and economic policy

Julian Braithwaite, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the UN and other 
International Organisations in Geneva

14:45-15:45

Digitisation and the future of trade -
opportunities

MODERATOR: DAVID BISCHOF, SENIOR POLICY MANAGER, ICC BANKING COMMISSION

Bhriguraj Singh, Managing Director, Head of Documentary Trade Product 
Management, HSBC
Sean Edwards, Digitalisation Working Group, ICC Banking Commission (SMBC Bank) 
Olga Berlinskaya, Senior Business Development Manager, Trade & Supply Chain, AIG
Sophie Wiberg Holm , Project Lead, R3 Consortium

15:45-16:00

CLOSING REMARKS

16:00-18:00

NETWORKING DRINKS



Speakers’ biographies

Álvaro Cedeño Molinari was appointed Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to 
the WTO on February 2015. Among his responsibilities he holds his country’s representation at the 
OECD, in Paris, France, during the current process of accession to the membership.
Previously, he held the post of Ambassador of Costa Rica to Tokyo, Japan (2011-2014). His experi-
ence in public service includes being Commercial Attaché at the Embassy of Costa Rica in Beijing, 
China (2007‐2009) and Chief of Sta� to the Minister of Foreign Trade (2006-2007).
Ambassador Cedeño has a Law degree from the University of Costa Rica, and has a masters in 
Peace Studies and Conflict Transformation from the University of Tromsø Norway, and a masters in 
Public Policy and Management from Carnegie Melloin University. He is enthusiastic about social 
media, environmental issues and social innovation. He is married and has one daughter, born in 
Norway 2013. 

Alvaro Cedeno, Costa Rican Ambassador to the WTO

Since January 2014 Head of the department “External Economic Policy” at the Bundesverband der 
Deutschen Industrie (BDI), Federation of German Industries; since June 2016 B20 Sherpa under the 
B20 Presidency of the German industry associations BDA, BDI and DIHK, responsible for the B20 
Outreach process of the German G20; until December 2013 member of the Executive Board of the 
German Institute for International and Security A�airs (SWP); since spring 2010 non-resident 
senior fellow, German Marshall Fund’s Transatlantic Academy, Washington D.C.; 2005-2006 Lectur-
er at the John F. Kennedy Institute, Free University of Berlin; 2000-2002 Head of the programm 
“Globalization and the World Economy”, German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP); PhD thesis 
at the Free University of Berlin on the economic and political rationale of export credit finance in 
the United States; 2000 Master of Science in international political economy, London School of 
Economics; Bachelor studies in economics and North American studies, Free University of Berlin; 
her fields of interest include international trade and finance as well as commodity markets.

Stormy Annika Mildner, Head of The Department ‘External Economic Policy’  at the
Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie (BDI)

Dominic Broom is Global Head of Trade Business Development, responsible for the company’s 
trade finance and supply chain solutions. Clients include banks, insurance companies, investment 
funds, corporates and public sector institutions. Dominic joined BNY Mellon’s Treasury Services 
division, in 2006, becoming Head of Treasury Services EMEA in 2011. Dominic has many years of 
experience in the transaction services field and is responsible for developing and marketing the 
company’s range of trade finance and supply chain services (including working capital solutions), 
globally. He uses his broad knowledge of the transaction banking industry, to help shape the strate-
gic direction of the business, and his team works with key stakeholders across the company, to 
develop solutions that will enhance the sector’s core business activities. As an acknowledged 
thought leader in the transaction banking field, Dominic is a frequent chairman of industry confer-
ences and a regular contributor to leading industry publications. He also sits on the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) Banking Commission ExCo. Dominic began his career with Chase 
Manhattan Bank, on their MBA training programme, in 1994, after which he held various associate 
positions in the Client Management and Global Trade & Advisory teams, in both London and New 
York. Dominic moved to Warburg Dillon Read in London in 1997, where he held the position of 
Director, Structured Trade & Export Finance, with responsibility for Western Europe. After a period 
working for GE Capital’s European Equipment Finance division, Dominic moved to ABN AMRO in 
Amsterdam in 2003, as Director of Trade Sales Benelux, before returning to London, to build the 
Bank’s newly established Supply Chain Business, part of ABN AMRO’s Transaction Banking division. 
Dominic holds an Honours Law Degree, from the University of London and a diploma in Advanced 
French from the University Catholique in Lyon, France. He is also a Liveryman of the Worshipful 
Company of World Traders

Dominic Broom, Executive Committee, ICC Banking Commission (BNY Mellon)
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John is the Head of Structuring, Execution & Delivery Team for Barclays Trade & Working Capital 
products on a global basis, growing the team from 5 to 38 people in the last 3 years. John is a 
career banker having worked within various Barclays Trade and Corporate Relationship depart-
ments for 28 years, his most recent roles have included; 
• Origination and Structuring of bespoke Trade and Working capital solutions for Investment bank 
clients
• Head of the London Asset Based Lending Team
• Head of Asset Based Lending Syndications and Distribution
• Asset Based Lending Product Management
John takes an active role in the Barclays London Environmental Network with a focus on Green 
financing solutions and the use of Block chain technology to streamline trade across the develop-
ing world and sits on a number of global steering groups.

John Oliver, Head Of Structuring, Execution and Delivery, Barclays Bank

Nemanja joined initially in 2016, and again in 2018. His focus is on International and Brexit policy. 
Prior to UK Finance he spent 12 years in banking holding senior and executive roles in origination, 
structuring, portfolio management and risk focusing on corporate banking, international trade, 
transactional banking project and asset finance. Graduate from Paris and Aberdeen, he has lived 
and worked USA, UK and a number of European countries and resides with his spouse in London.

Nemanja Eckert, Principal, International and Brexit Policy, UK Finance

Yael is Chief Economist at KPMG in the UK. Her work centres around advising clients on the global 
economic outlook and how it can impact their strategy. She has over 20 years’ experience in advis-
ing private sector clients across a wide range of industries and geographies, as well as public sector 
bodies. Her team carries out research on the impact major issues, including Brexit and other 
geopolitical events, are likely to have on the economy as well as on individual client businesses. She 
also has interest in the prospects for productivity, trade, and the impact of technology. Yael won 
City A.M. Analyst of the Year award in 2016 and is a regular commentator on economic issues in the 
media. She is a member of the Bretton Woods Committee, and was named one of City A.M. Power 
100 Women in 2016.  

Yael Sel�n, Chief Economist, KPMG

Robert focuses on commodity and trade finance law, structuring deals and complex cross-border 
financing arrangements for many of the world’s major banks, traders, exporters and other partici-
pants in the global trade market. He is frequently called upon to advise in the default and restruc-
turing of complex, cross-border trade financings and payment instruments, and has been called 
upon to advise in relation to complex credit issues in some of the landmark letter-of-credit cases in 
the English courts over the past decade. Robert has acted in some of the most significant and inno-
vative trade and commodity finance transactions in recent years. Based in the firm’s London o�ce, 
he works closely with our finance specialists across our o�ce network to assist clients with their 
global trade finance solutions.=Robert is editor of Finance & Credit Law, is a member of the editorial 
board of Global Trade Review and editor of LC Monitor. He is named in the current editions of Legal 
500 and Chambers as a leading individual in Trade Finance and is also recognized by the 2014 
London Super Lawyers List for Energy and Natural Resources.

Robert Parson, Partner, Clyde & Co
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Chris Howarth is Chief Financial O�cer and joined Falcon Group, a leading Global Inventory Manage-
ment Solutions Company,  in 2009. He is principally responsible for overseeing the development of 
new financing sources and strategic planning. He initially began his career as a management consul-
tant working for Atos Origin and Accenture. Prior to Falcon, Chris worked in banking having held roles 
at BNP Paribas Fortis and Mizuho Corporate Bank.

Chris Howarth, Chief Financial O�cer, Falcon Group

Marilyn is global head of supply chain and trade finance for AIG and in that role also leads the global 
trade finance center of excellence developing new products/ processes including the trade 
finance-related blockchain/ technology applications. Marilyn joined AIG in 2015 to focus on imple-
menting AIG’s funded and unfunded supply chain finance products and to support AIG’s trade finance 
receivables and securitisation transactions. Marilyn previously worked as a lawyer in the international 
banking and finance practice for global law firm Hogan Lovells in London and New York where she 
serviced numerous bank clients as well as corporates. Marilyn was also seconded in-house to 
Citibank’s trade transaction services EMEA team including commodity trade finance, supply chain 
finance and risk optimization divisions. Prior to that, Marilyn was a senior associate in strategic and 
tactical consulting.

Marilyn Blattner-Hoyle, Head of Supply Chain and Trade Finance, AIG

Mirka is an experienced product expert with 15 years experience in the banking industry; she currently 
leads the Working Capital Product team for NatWest, which covers Trade Finance, Supply Chain 
Finance, Invoice Finance and Overdrafts.  Her team manages all stages of the product lifecycle includ-
ing new product development, product strategies, pricing, distribution and servicing of existing prod-
ucts. Mirka is passionate about driving innovation and technology change, and is leading the bank’s 
interaction with the R3 blockchain consortium, working as a subject matter expert on the Marco Polo 
initiative to deliver practical applications of blockchain in cross-border trade. Mirka joined NatWest in 
2010 having previously worked for GMAC and GlaxoSmithKline.  Mirka has Masters Degree in Econom-
ics from University of Economics, Poznan, Poland.

Mirka Skrzypczak, Head of Working Capital Product, NatWest

John Bugeja is a highly experienced trade, supply chain and invoice finance specialist with more than 
40 years’ experience in senior leadership roles with HSBC, NatWest, RBS, Barclays and Lloyds Bank-
ing Group. Key areas of expertise include origination, risk and governance, product management and 
development, business development, organisation design, change management, process facilitation, 
training and management development. John is a regular speaker at trade and supply chain events in 
Europe, Asia and the Middle East for the ICC, GTR, BCR, Euromoney and other prominent organisa-
tions. He is passionate about promoting the development of supply chain finance in all its forms and 
is a member of the ICC’s Banking Commission and actively involved in the trade digitisation 
work-stream. He is also co-author of the ICC Academy’s Advanced Supply Chain Finance online 
course, a core module of their CTCP programme, and the London Institute of Banking’s Certificate in 
Supply Chain Finance professional qualification.

John Bugeja, Managing Director, Trade Advisory Network
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David has had a long association with The London Institute of Banking & Finance (LIBF) both as a 
member and also as an examiner before finally joining the team in 2012 as Relationship Director 
responsible for the development and promotion of its international trade finance qualifications. 
Prior to LIBF David worked for the Lloyds Banking Group primarily specialising in trade finance, for 
several years he led their main corporate trade branch in the City of London, and also in operational 
risk in Lloyds’ wholesale banking division. On leaving Lloyds David then worked at the Bank Of 
England at the height of the financial crisis and at Barclays Bank in their group operational risk 
team. 

David Morrish, Relationship Director, London Institute of Banking and Finance

Shona is the CEO and Founder of Halotrade, a blockchain enabled Fintech start up focussed on the 
delivery of sustainable supply chain financing. Formerly Head of Innovation for Trade & Working 
Capital at Barclays, working in partnership with emerging technology companies which will shape 
the future of the global Trade Finance business.  Shona was a Director with Barclays for 6 years, and 
was previously Global Head of Financial Institutions Trade, delivering trade finance, trade services 
and risk mitigation solutions to bank and non-bank institutional clients globally. She joined from 
HSBC where she was a senior manager in the European Structured Trade and Advisory team within 
Global Trade and Supply Chain. She began her career with The Chase Manhattan Bank, graduating 
from the European Credit Training Programme and joined Chase’s Trade Finance team, where she 
spent 13 years working in London, the Middle East and Singapore where she headed Chase’s Trade 
business. Shona owned her own successful hotel business in the Highlands of Scotland for several 
years after leaving Asia, before returning to banking in 2008. In 2015 She began her journey from 
27 years in the world of Banking Finance to that of Emerging Technology, when she had an idea 
which would later evolve into her business and working with Barclays, she spun Halotrade out of 
the Bank and is now about to commence a real world and high profile pilot with a number of multi-
national companies, banks and Fintechs. Shona holds a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Arts in 
Modern Languages (French and German) from the University of Oxford (St Edmund Hall).

Shona Tatchell, CEO and Founder, Halotrade

Matt Wreford joined Demica in 2014. Previously he was CEO of the $1bn AUM financial services 
group, IPGL, and CEO of investment banking boutique, Exotix Partners. He is a qualified chartered 
accountant.

Matt Wreford, Chief Executive O�cer, Demica

Roberto Leva is a banking and trade finance front o�ce professional working in London for J.P.Mor-
gan. He started his career back in 2007 after excelling in a degree in management engineering. 
During his bachelor studies, Roberto attended the engineering school Politecnico di Milano 
followed by masters sponsored by three of the best engineering schools in Europe (Universidad 
Politécnica de Madrid, Politecnico di Milano and KTH Royal Institute of Technology of Stockholm), 
which brought him to Spain and Sweden. After two years working in Scandinavia working for 
A.P.Moller Maersk, he started his career in JPMorgan by enrolling in a two and half here graduate 
program which brought him to Frankfurt, London and New York. At the end of the graduate 
program old and new career paths converged with securing a role in trade finance, fully combining 
the experience gained in both commercial trade and finance. Over the past seven years he has been 
working as part of the trade sales team and he is currently looking after the relationships with finan-
cial institutions based in Europe and with multinationals corporates. Roberto is taking part in indus-
try initiatives via the International Chamber of Commerce, where he is part of working groups for 
the securitization of trade finance assets and for the promotion of sustainability standards in 
short-term trade. Roberto is very active inside and outside the o�ce and leads an initiative aimed 
at promoting teamwork through community charity events. He loves to travel abroad and enjoys 
the extremely lively cultural scene in London, from theatres to exhibitions and concerts. 

Roberto Leva,  Sustainable Trade Finance Group, ICC Banking Commission (JP Morgan)
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Dr Edward George is the head of the UK representative o�ce of pan-African bank, Ecobank, as well 
as being head of group research. Edward oversees the teams in the London o�ce, with a focus on 
corporate banking, international organisations, treasury, research and digital innovation. As head of 
research he manages a team of eight analysts based across Middle Africa covering the fixed-income, 
currencies and commodities space. Edward has a number of specialities, including soft commodities 
and agribusiness, trade and trade finance, and disruptive technology. Prior to joining Ecobank in March 
2011 Edward worked for The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) for seven years as a Senior Editor in 
both the Commodities and Africa Departments. A linguist by training, Edward is fluent in French, 
Spanish and Portuguese and holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of Bristol. His PhD 
thesis on the Cuban intervention in Angola was published as a book by Routledge in 2005 and came 
out in paperback in 2012.

Dr Edward George, Country Head, UK Representative O�ce & Group Research, Ecobank

Supply chain finance and logistics professional with 9 years’ experience across operations, key account 
management and customer service. Enthusiastic about promoting solutions to achieve free, friction-
less, and compliant trade across both financial and logistics supply chains. My role at TradeIX is to 
promote ecosystem participants to create beneficial interactions for end customers and the ecosystem 
as a whole

Nicholas Barnes, Entity & Governance Compliance Manager , TradeIX

As Director for Trade Finance Product at MUFG, Karl is responsible for managing the Bank’s regional 
proposition for Traditional Trade as well as new technologies. 
In his role, Karl forms part of a cross-regional work group combining Asia, North America and EMEA 
for the development and implementation of Digital Trade Finance Solutions. 
Prior to joining MUFG Bank, Karl held a number of business development roles at Citibank, Lloyds Bank 
and Scotiabank as well as advising private businesses over the last 12 years. 
Karl holds a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing and a Master’s degree in International Business Manage-
ment.

Karl Klink, Director, Trade Finance Product EMEA, MUFG Bank

Mr Braithwaite joined the FCO in 1994. He spent much of his early career dealing with the conflicts in 
the former Yugoslavia, first in the FCO during the war in Bosnia, with the UN at the end of the war in 
Croatia, in Belgrade in the run up to the conflict in Kosovo, on secondment in NATO during that 
conflict, and then with Lord Ashdown in Bosnia. He has worked twice in Downing Street, first for four 
years as a press o�cer and then speechwriter for Prime Minister Tony Blair, and then running the 
Government’s communication campaign during the Libya crisis in 2011. He has served in Washington 
and most recently in Brussels, as the UK’s Ambassador to the EU Political and Security Committee. He 
is married to Biljana Braithwaite and has two daughters. The UK Mission works with over 35 interna-
tional organisations, agencies and o�ces in Geneva, including the UN Human Rights Council, the 
World Trade Organisation, the World Health Organisation, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 
the International Labour O�ce, the International Telecommunications Union, the Conference on Disar-
mament, CERN and the World Economic Forum.

Julian Braithwaite, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the UN and other
International Organisations in Geneva

Lorna Strong is lead global counsel for HSBC Global Trade and Receivables Finance and is a member 
of the Legal Committee of the ICC Banking Commission. Lorna holds degrees in law and in applied 
science and has been recognized in the areas of banking, trade, and international law, including as a 
recipient of the 2012 Global Counsel Award for Regulatory (Financial Services): Individual of the Year 
and the 2017 Letter of Credit Lawyer of the Year.  In 2018, Lorna and her legal team advised on the 
development and launch of we.trade (the first successful blockchain platform for trade) as well as the 
first live blockchain DC. 

Lorna K. Strong, Legal Committee, ICC Banking Commission (HSBC)
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As Senior Policy Manager, David Bischof manages diverse operational activities of the ICC Bank-
ing Commission, a rule-making body and global forum for the trade finance community. Activi-
ties include a range of projects and strategic initiatives such as the newly created working group 
on digitalisation and the ICC Trade Register project. David holds a Master degree in international 
a�airs and governance from the University of St.Gallen. He previously studied at Sciences Po 
Institute, Paris and the University of Geneva and St.Gallen.

David Bischof, Senior Policy Manager, ICC Banking Commission

Bhriguraj Singh is responsible for product management of HSBC’s documentary trade products 
globally. He is also responsible for development and commercialization of digital solutions for 
trade finance within HSBC, including blockchain related initiatives. He is a member of ICC’s 
Working Group for Digitalisation of Trade where he leads a workstream on Standards. Bhriguraj 
has over 27 years’ experience in the banking industry in a variety of roles spanning transaction 
banking, client coverage and investment banking across India, Hong Kong and UK. Bhriguraj has 
a Bachelor's degree in Economics from St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai and a Post Graduate Diplo-
ma in Management from the Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad. 

Bhriguraj Singh, Managing Director, Head of Documentary Trade Product Management
Global Trade and Receivables Finance, HSBC

Sean Edwards is an English lawyer, formerly with Cli�ord Chance, and is now Head of Legal at 
Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation Europe Limited. He is Chairman of the International Trade 
& Forfaiting Association (ITFA). He is one of the principal draftsmen of the Uniform Rules for 
Forfaiting (URF) (ICC Publication no. 800), a joint initiative of the ITFA and ICC and published by 
the ICC. He was also a member of the drafting group for the Standard Definitions for Techniques 
of Supply Chain Finance published by ICC, ITFA and a number of other international trade 
finance organisations. He sits on the Executive Committee of the ICC Banking Commission and 
leads a work-stream on the ICC Working Group on Digitalisation in Trade Finance. Sean has 
written articles on trade finance, particularly on forfaiting and other forms of receivables finance, 
for all the major trade finance magazines and is on the editorial board of Global Trade Review 
(GTR). He is a frequent presenter at trade finance conferences dealing with a range of subjects. 

Sean Edwards, Digitalisation Working Group, ICC Banking Commission (SMBC Bank)

Olga is a senior business development manager for AIG Supply chain and Trade finance products 
responsible for origination and relationship management of bank, broker and Fintech clients.  
Olga joined AIG from Standard Chartered where she was responsible for distribution of trade 
finance assets to FI and NBFI investors. Her previous experience includes positions at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch and HSBC in London in trade finance origination, distribution and project 
management roles. Before joining financial services industry, Olga worked for a global commodi-
ty trading company and diplomatic mission in cross-border trade roles.

Olga Berlinskaya, Senior Originator and Business Development Manager, Trade & Supply Chain, AIG

Sophie Wiberg Holm is Program Manager at R3. She currently leads one of the largest trade 
finance projects called Marco Polo. Marco Polo is a trade finance industry initiative involving 
some of the large financial institutions, logistics, ERP providers and enterprise technology firms 
TradeIX and R3. She started her career at R3 in business development in January 2017, but quick-
ly moved into the role as a project lead. Prior to joining R3 she worked in management consulting 
focusing on corporate strategy for the retail industry. Her interest in blockchain started when she 
did her dissertation thesis as a case study for Nordea in 2016 to determine the critical dependen-
cies for production.

Sophie Wiberg Holm, Project Lead, R3 Consortium
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