
 

 

 
Paris, 29 May 2020 

 
 
 

Memo to Trade Ministers and WTO Ambassadors 
 
 
Excellencies,  
 
I am writing in advance of the start of the formal process to appoint a new Director 
General of the World Trade Organization (“WTO”) on 8 June 2020.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to underscore the central importance the global 
business community places on the multilateral trading system as an enabler of peace, 
prosperity and opportunity for all. As we have repeatedly stressed in recent weeks, 
coordinated trade policy responses are not only vital to mitigate the health and 
economic impacts of COVID-19, but will ultimately determine the pace at which the 
world can recover from the pandemic.  
 
In this context, the choice of the next WTO Director General is of absolute importance 
and interest to our global network of over 45 million businesses – and we urge all 
governments to engage in the appointment process with commensurate commitment, 
rigor and political will. The significance of this decision necessitates that institutional 
politics be put aside and that discussions be focused squarely on the ability of 
candidates to deliver on the potential of the WTO to address effectively the many new 
challenges destabilising international trade.  
 
To this end, we encourage all governments to assess candidates for the Director General 
position on three objective criteria. Specifically:  
 

• The strategy for enhancing the WTO’s role in enabling an effective trade 
policy response to the Covid-19 crisis – including through the use of new 

transparency mechanisms to pin-point emerging trade barriers that may hinder 
efforts to respond to the pandemic. 

 
• The short-term agenda to bolster confidence in the WTO and re-energize 

the organization as the central forum for global trade rulemaking – 
encompassing a clear roadmap to expand negotiations to cover priority topics 
for modern economies, reach an ambitious e-commerce agreement, and 
conclude systemically important negotiations on eliminating harmful fisheries 
subsidies.  

 
 



 

 

• The vision for a comprehensive renewal of the WTO – addressing 
longstanding concerns about the functioning of the current system and ensuring 
the organization can drive a rapid, trade-based recovery from the COVID-19 
crisis. 

 
I hope these initial thoughts are of use as governments start to consider candidates for 
the Director General position. Given the importance business ascribes to this position, 
ICC stands ready to provide any support necessary in the coming weeks to ensure the 
selection of the best possible candidate to lead the WTO through such a pivotal moment.  
 
In that connection, ICC would be pleased to offer candidates the opportunity to virtually 
speak with the ICC network to introduce themselves to the global business community 
and express their vision and plans for the WTO. By speaking directly with business 
leaders about present challenges, candidates could get an early sense of the 
expectations and priorities of  businesses – the ultimate end-users of the trading system 
– and demonstrate commitment to improving transparency and stakeholder 
engagement.  
 
It goes without saying that irrespective of whoever is ultimately selected to lead the 
organisation, the ICC supports a strong WTO and we will give our full support to the 
incoming Director-General and look forward to deepening our cooperation. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me directly at any time if I can be of assistance.  
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
John W.H. Denton AO 
 
 

Cc: Crispin Conroy, Director, ICC Geneva Office 
 
 
 

 


