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CONCEPT NOTE 

 
BACKGROUND 

As the institutional representative of 45 million companies worldwide – ICC has played a central 

role in advocating for the delivery of the Paris Agreement and in shaping the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). With COP26 approaching, it is time to re-affirm our 

commitment to raise global business ambition and to mobilise action at scale behind the 1.5°C 

target and towards the additional climate goal of net-zero emissions by 2050. 

 

 

COP26 marks the time for action and ICC is delighted to convene global business leaders, policy 

makers and government representatives for a conversation on key outcomes expected for the 

conference, and how to ensure that coherent science-based policy frameworks are in place to 

incentivise a just net-zero transition. 

 

OBJECTIVES 

• To reiterate strong private sector commitment and raise ambition towards Net Zero transition 

• To discuss high-level private sector priorities for climate action 

• To identify areas of convergence for effective collective actions for both private and public 

sectors 

 

 

 

  

COP26 goals: 

• A step change in commitments to emissions reduction 

• Strengthening adaptation to climate change impacts 

• Getting finance flowing for climate action 

• Enhancing international collaboration, including for the COP26 campaigns on energy 
transition, clean road transport and nature 

 

https://ukcop26.org/uk-presidency/campaigns/
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AGENDA 

*UK Time (BST) 

14:00 – 14:05 Welcome Remarks 

John W.H. Denton AO, Secretary-General, ICC 

 

14:05 – 14:15 Message from the COP26 Presidency 

Alok Sharma, President for COP26 

 

14:15 – 14:25 The Role of the WTO in Greening Trade 

Angela Ellard, Deputy Director-General, WTO  

 

14:25 – 15:25 Open Discussion 

Moderator:  John W.H. Denton AO, Secretary-General, ICC 

 

Guiding Questions:  

1. What are, in your opinion, the two top priorities for COP26? 

 

2. Climate change is arguably the biggest business risk and the biggest commercial 

opportunity of all time. What are the main challenges faced when translating 

climate ambitions into actions?  

 

3. Innovation is key for the transition to a greener economy and to generate 

sustainable prosperity. Seizing business opportunities might require revisiting 

business models, scaling existing operations, building strategic partnerships, or 

navigating ways to access new markets. What incentives need to be in place so 

companies can transition successfully?  

 

4. The financial services industry has taken important steps to contribute to help 

mobilise the required investments to achieve the SDGs and support the transition 

towards a low-carbon, more resource-efficient, and fair economy. Sustainability 

has become a critical strategic topic for the boards and C-suite of financial 

institutions around the world. There has been a flood of innovation in the industry, 

with new products aimed at channelling capital towards projects that achieve 

positive environmental and social impacts. For example, there has been a lot of 

focus on the issuance of debt instruments labelled as green, social and 

sustainable, the growth of blended finance structures, the integration of 

environmental, social and governance (ESG) criteria in investment decisions, and 

the growth of the impact investing industry. How to shift financial markets to 

enable an efficient global carbon market? 

 

5. What is a crucial message you would like to convey to COP26? 

 

15:25 – 15:30 Closing Remarks  

Rt Hon Lord Jack McConnell, House of Lords, UK Parliament 

  


