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BUSINESS IS A POSITIVE FORCE FOR GOOD 
 
I passionately believe that business is a positive force for good, and that has 
played a major role in improving health and life expectancy, in reducing 
poverty, and in helping to sustain world peace for over 75 years.  
 
And we've made great progress through achievements on many fronts, 
enabled significantly by diversity: diversity of thoughts, ideas and experience, 
more widely available, and better education and international collaboration in 
terms of research and development. Solutions to customer needs, solutions to 
societal needs, and global challenges have been accelerated by ever greater 
use of technology. 
 
And today, we're currently at the epicentre of the full impact of globalisation 
benefits on the one hand, and COVID-19 and climate change on the other. All 
the ingredients that have made progress possible over recent decades, and at 
faster rates, are the very ones that we can use to recover from COVID-19 and 
also to help deal with climate change. 
 
While some people may question the role of business as a force for good, I 
believe we should look forward with pride and confidence in the fact that 
business in collaboration with universities, and enabled by governments will 
deliver technologies and solutions for more effective test, track and trace and 
deliver better treatments for COVID-19. And importantly, deliver the vaccines 
to deal with COVID-19.  
 
Delivering the vaccine fairly, at scale, and in the right condition, will seriously 
test our global system but will also highlight the need for modernisation of 
transport, logistics, customs and border points. Isn’t this a great opportunity to 
improve the system? It's one we must seize to create a positive legacy from 
this crisis. We know that we can make better and faster progress through 
global collaboration, responsible free trade, mobile talent, and levelling the 
playing field on technology availability, especially for SMEs.  
 
The climate challenge is a global one. No nation on its own can deal with 
global warming, and I would suggest that the only way for mankind to win will 
be via global accords, multilateral research, trade, investment, and alliances. 
Let's be very clear – we all need a modernised, reformed and successful 
World Trade Organisation. So, as we emerge from COVID-19 – and we will – 
we need to turn our full attention to sustainable development. And by that, I 
mean prosperity for all – accelerate a reduction in climate change impacts and 
a much tighter society that benefits more equally from global trade.  
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I think this is a crossroad and it's a great opportunity for businesses to make a 
big difference, not only in the short-term challenge of COVID-19, but actually 
dealing with what I believe is our greatest collective challenge, and that is in 
dealing with climate change. 
 
Paul Drechsler CBE 
Chair, London First 
	


