
   
 

 

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
 
 

17 February 2021 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
  
RE: G7 action on vaccine access  
 
I am writing ahead of this week’s extraordinary meeting of G7 leaders to emphasize the clear business 
case for immediate international action to accelerate the roll-out of proven Covid-19 vaccines across the 
world.  
 
The domestic economic imperative for the world’s leading economies to correct current inequities in the 
global supply of vaccines cannot be overstated. As research published by the International Chamber of 
Commerce has recently shown, a prolonged pandemic in the developing world risks imposing GDP 
losses of around five percent across all G7 economies in 2021 – a drag on growth that we know many 
local businesses will struggle to weather over the course of the coming year.  
 
Warm words from world leaders will not mitigate this headline risk to the real economy. Simply put, the 
foundations for a durable recovery can only be set with concerted international action to make vaccines 
available to everyone, everywhere – and without undue delay.  
 
This must, of course, start with a renewed effort to fully capitalize key multilateral vaccine procurement 
and distribution programs – an area where, I hope you will agree, the G7 is uniquely placed to lead from 
the front starting this week. 
 
Coordinated international action is also urgently required to address hidden “pinch points” in the global 
supply chains that underpin vaccine manufacturing. With demand for essential inputs now reaching 
unprecedented levels, manufacturing shortfalls – and, in some cases, entire production outages – 
appear inevitable absent of a collaborative multilateral effort to optimize the efficiency of supply 
networks. Advanced economies will in no way be immune to the effect of such disruptions on the speed 
of their domestic vaccination campaigns.    
 
While we appreciate that the G7 cannot reasonably be expected to forge a fully joined-up international 
effort to end the pandemic in isolation, we see three areas where common-sense political commitments 
this Friday could effect an immediate step-change in the global vaccine production and distribution 
effort. Based on extensive consultations with our global network – including with a broad range of 
companies operating in vaccine supply and distribution chains – this would ideally encompass the 
following:  
 
1. Invest in global vaccine access 
 
- Collectively invest the US$27 billion needed to fully capitalize the Access to Covid-19 Tools 

Accelerator by the end-February 2021, at latest.   

 
2. Secure essential supply chains and global production networks 
 
- Prevent the use of export bans and other trade restriction from restricting the global production 

and supply of vaccines.  
 
- Empower relevant actors – such as the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations – to 

identify appropriate mechanisms to: (i) enhance transparency in vaccine production networks; and 

(ii) smooth the supply of essential inputs to manufacturers.  

 

 
 



- Commit to establish safe-harbor protections under local laws to curb the potentially chilling effect 

of antitrust enforcement on essential production partnerships between vaccine manufacturers.   

 
3. Prime multilateral distribution channels  

 
- Commit to leading global efforts to bridge the estimate US$650 million funding shortfall for 

multilateral distribution efforts in developing countries.  
 

- Call for the adoption of standardized frameworks – aligned with established international 

conventions and norms – to speed public tendering processes for commercial logistics services.   

 
We firmly believe that a package of political commitments of this nature would represent a major – and 
much needed – step forward in forging the international cooperation needed to maximize the potential of 
vaccines to break Covid-19’s grip on lives and livelihoods across the world.  
 
We are counting on your leadership of the G7 to ensure that the acute effects of the pandemic are met 
with global efforts of commensurate urgency. Please do not hesitate to let me know if the International 
Chamber of Commerce’s global business network can be of assistance to you and your government on 
any aspect of the above – or if any expansion of our views would be of use at any time.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John W.H. Denton AO  
Secretary General 
 
 
Cc:  Jonathan Black, G7 Sherpa 

Paul Drechsler CBE, Chair, ICC United Kingdom 
 Chris Southworth, Secretary General, ICC United Kingdom 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


