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TO CREATE A BETTER FUTURE, WE NEED TO SIT AT THE SAME 
TABLE  
 
Huawei has benefited immensely from globalisation and free trade. Global 
industry and value chains have also developed faster because of it. The 
resulting economic prosperity and technological advancement have helped 
many SMEs grow their businesses overseas and brought more affordable, 
high-quality products and services to people around the world. 
 
Despite this increase in wealth, globalisation cannot solve all the world's 
problems. Inequality and the gaps between the rich and the poor have 
continued to increase, and some businesses and individuals have been left 
behind. Will isolation and protectionism really solve these problems? Is going 
after individual companies and disrupting free trade and global value chains 
really the right answer? Personally, I don't think so. Throughout history, 
inequality has always been a complex issue influenced by multiple factors.  
 
There is no simple solution to complicated problems. We need to find better 
rules for distribution models to take advantage of globalisation's ability to 
create value. For example, we must look at the balance between return on 
capital and the return on labour. Globalisation already facilitates capital flows 
and increases return on capital, so we need to improve return on labour 
through tax reform, regulatory policies, and social welfare programmes. 
 
At the same time, corporations need to do more to fulfil their social 
responsibilities. We need to help the disadvantaged gain equal opportunities 
by bridging the digital divide, promoting gender equality in the workplace, and 
improving digital skills.  
 
Today's world is full of challenges and uncertainty. No country or company is 
immune to what is going on in the world. We need to sit at the same table to 
find our way out of difficulties and create a better future.  
 
Chen Lifang 
Corporate Senior Vice President / Director of the Board, Huawei 
Technologies  
 
 


