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The UK is a leading international centre for finance, trade, law, maritime 
and tech and one the largest contributors to the ICC Banking Commission.

 

UK FACTS & FIGURES

 

 

250 FOREIGN BANKS

2 LARGEST SERVICES EXPORTER

GLOBAL EXPORTER OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

FOREIGN EXCHANGE MARKET

ASSET MARKET IN EUROPE

7 OF TOP TRADE FINANCE LEGAL PRACTICES9

TECHNOLOGY HUB IN EUROPE

5 LARGEST MARITIME SERVICES HUB

ND

N  1o.

N  1o.

N  1o.

INTERNATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES CENTREN  1o.

N  1o.
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FOREWORD

CHRIS 
SOUTHWORTH
Secretary General
ICC United Kingdom

ICC GLOBAL PRIORITIES

We make business work for everyone, every day, everywhere.

“The ICC Banking Commission represents the trade finance industry worldwide
and acts as a pre-eminent body responsible for producing rules and codes to
facilitate documentary trade”

Everything we do at ICC aims to promote international trade and investment as vehicles for inclusive growth and 
prosperity.

The ICC Banking Commission, nowadays connected to our Finance for Development Knowledge Hub, serves as a global 
forum and rulemaking body for banks worldwide, with particular focus on the �nancing of international trade; and to 
help policymakers and standard setters to create a regulatory framework that facilitates trade �nance throughout the 
world.

The industry explores key topics such as how to make trade �nance more sustainable and inclusive for all market 
participants, how to best manage supply chain risks, the growth of digital processes and new business models, and the 
impact of sanctions, compliance and regulatory requirements on accessing trade �nance.

ICC has a host of forums working on all these issues, enabling those involved to bene�t from a rich depth of insight and
expertise and the ability to amplify the industry voice through the much larger cross-industry network of ICC.

ICC provides a great value proposition, but we know we can do more with your help and support. We have a range of 
membership and sponsorship options to support your needs.
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ABOUT
The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)
is the world’s largest business organisation

ICC GLOBAL PRIORITIES

UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030
Digital Transformation and its Related Aspects
WTO Reform and the Future Multilateral Trading System
G20 / B20 and Stronger Business Engagement
Access to Finance (Trade Finance & Sustainable Finance)

•
•
•
•
•

TO ENABLE BUSINESS WORLDWIDE TO SECURE PEACE, PROSPERITY AND
OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL. 

Delivering
a dynamic

work programme
through fi ve central

Knowledge Hubs

MAKE  
ACTION ON

CLIMATE CHANGE 
EVERYONE’S

BUSINESS

MAKE  
TRADE WORK
FOR PEOPLE
AND PLANET

MAKE
 TECHNOLOGY
WORK FOR ALL

STOP THE
 RISE IN GLOBAL

INEQUALITY

LEAD FOR  
THE LONG TERM

TR ADE AND 
INV ESTMENT

INNOVATION PEACE AND 
PROSPERITY

FINANCE FOR 
DEVELOPMENT

INCLUSIVE AND 
GREEN GROW TH

Vision

representing 45 million companies and 1 billion employees from all sectors and company sizes in over 100 countries. We 
are the only business organisation with UN Observer Status. Through a unique mix of advocacy, solutions and standard 
setting, we promote international trade, responsible business conduct and a global approach to regulation, in addition 
to providing market-leading dispute resolution services.

ICC United Kingdom is the representative o�ce of ICC in the UK and works with British business groups worldwide to 
represent the voice of British Businesses at inter-governmental level – the United Nations, G20 and World Trade 
Organization.

Five pioneering campaigns serve as ICC organising principles to make business work for everyone, every day, everywhere. 
These campaigns aim to unlock the unique power of ICC’s global network to achieve real change at scale—from protecting 
the planet to ensuring decent work and economic opportunity for all.



ICC GLOBAL SERVICES 

ICC BANKING COMMISSION

RULES
We produce universally accepted rules and guidelines 
for international banking practice. The UCP 600 are the 
most successful privately drafted rules for trade ever 
developed.

POLICY-MAKING
We support policy makers to translate their vision into 
concrete programmes and regulations to
enhance business practices throughout the world.

PUBLICATIONS & MARKETING INTELLIGENCE
The industry’s most reputable and reliable source of 
guidance to bankers and industry practitioners.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION

EDUCATION & CERTIFICATION
ICC launched the ICC Academy as a professional-educa -
tion initiative aimed at setting a new standard for 
professional education and enhancing the expertise of
practitioners across a wide range of business sectors.

SPECIALISED TRAININGS AND EVENTS

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS The ICC Banking Commission has a vital 
role to play in facilitating the supply of 
trade finance and informing associated 
regulatory discussions. The Annual Meeting 
is an excellent opportunity to bring
together leading experts in trade finance
to shape the trade finance landscape for 
the benefit of businesses and consumers 
across the world.

JOHN W.H. DENTON AO
ICC SECRETARY GENERAL

08 Americas
05 Africa
18  Asia Pacific
07 MENA
32 Europe

Countries represented:

iccwbo.uk | banking@iccwbo.uk @iccwboUK 6

The ICC Banking Commission has 85 years of experience and consists of 600+ members from 100+ countries. It is the 
leading global rule-making body for the trade �nance industry, producing universally accepted rules and guidelines for 
international banking practice. It has rightly gained a reputation as the most authoritative voice in the �eld of trade 
�nance. The Commission takes place every Spring and Autumn.

Together with ICC’s International Centre for ADR, we
administer the ICC Rules for Documentary Instruments 
Dispute Resolution Expertise (DOCDEX).

In addition to its bi-annual summits gathering 600+ 
international delegates, we organise regular seminars 
and conferences around the world.

The ICC Academy o�ers a wide range of online courses
including three global certificates in trade finance.

Well-established collaborations with leading 
policymakers and trade association, including World 
Trade Organization (WTO), Asian Development Bank 
(ADB), Berne Union, European Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD), Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB), International Finance Corporation (IFC), 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), SWIFT, the World Bank 
and others. ICC is also the �rst business organisation to be 
granted Observer Status at the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA).



Experts can be nominated to represent the UK in a wide range of consensus-based fora
dealing with key international priorities. The UK is represented on all fora.

ICC BANKING COMMISSION | Working groups and Taskforces

ICC GLOBAL SERVICES
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (EXCO)
ExCo is the oversight body for the Commission.

FINANCIAL CRIME RISK & POLICY GROUP 
(FCRPG)

DIGITALISATION WORKING GROUP (DWG)

SUSTAINABLE TRADE FINANCE (STF)

ICC BANKING COMMISSION —TECHNICAL 
MEETING

LEGAL COMMITTEE
The Legal Committee reviews activities and advises on 
legal related issues.

REGULATORY ADVOCACY GROUP (RAG)

SUPPLY CHAIN FINANCE FORUM (SCFF)
The SCFF is designed to help expand ICC’s role in rules 
and standards in this sphere.

TASKFORCE ON GUARANTEES (TFG)

MARKET INTELLIGENCE (MI)
MI oversees the production of the ICC Global Survey 
and ICC Trade Register. LEGAL ENTITY IDENTIFIER (LEI)

INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORS IN TRADE 
FINANCE

IBOR DEMISE AND TRANSITIONING TO NEW 
BENCHMARKS

SUCESSORS IN TRADE (SIT)

EXPORT FINANCE WORKING GROUP (EFWG)
The EFWG acts as a global industry body for banks 
active in Export Credit Agency supported finance

FCRPG oversees ICC’s work on all risk and compliance 
related issues including money laundering, terrorist 
financing, fraud and financial crime.

STF advises on sustainability best practice within the 
industry.

For members only, the Technical Meeting takes place 
every Autumn and supports the main April event, 
typically hosting 300+ delegates and focusing on 
technical updates.

Launched recently, this new cross-industry working 
group has the aim to produce a guide promoting the 
mass adoption of a Legal Entity Identifier.

TFG oversees international standard practice in the
use of demand guarantees, working with UNCITRAL,
FIDIC and the World Bank.

RAG acts as the Commission’s main advocacy forum
and interface with regulators and institutions.

DWG works closely with other forums to oversee ICC’s
work on digital rules and standards for trade finance as
well as the roll out of the ICC Digital Trade Roadmap.

Recently created, this working group has a clear and 
compelling need to create an ecosystem and enabling 
framework to facilitate access to trade finance by 
advancing the evolution of trade finance as an asset 
class for alternative investors.

It is designed to consult and provide market views on
various aspects concerning IBOR transitioning that 
have bearing on the trade finance business.

SIT was established in 2018 as a strategic programme to 
identify and support the future generation of experts in 
the trade �nance industry. The programme represents a 
valuable opportunity for knowledge transfer and 
network building with mutual bene�ts to both the rising 
stars of trade �nance and current leaders of the industry.



 

MICHAEL VRONTAMITIS
DIGITISATION WORKING GROUP 
ICC BANKING COMMISSION (STANDARD CHARTERED BANK)

 

The UK plays an instrumental role in maintaining a modern industry rule book 
including establishing a new suite of ICC digital rules to govern trade finance 
payments and promote UNCITRAL’s new Model Law framework. This is a 
critical piece of work if we want to ensure the right environment is in place to 
transition to a fully paperless trade economy

LORNA STRONG
LEGAL COMMITTEE
ICC BANKING COMMISSION (HSBC BANK)

Technology has fundamentally changed the way we work and live.
I am grateful to the UK’s e�orts to help ensure we are fit for purpose as an 
industry worldwide equipped with modern rules and standards that reflect 
technological trends and new patterns of behaviour. 



UK SERVICES

UK BANKING NETWORK
Our network includes 400+ experts from across 
industry; trade financiers, lawyers, barristers, fintechs,
investors and policy makers.

HOTLINE
We provide a dedicated email service for all banking 
enquiries and support: banking@iccwbo.uk

UK DELEGATION
We provide an opportunity to attend ICC Commissions in 
organised delegations. Delegates are nominated on 
behalf of ICC United Kingdom to represent the UK 
industry.

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
We provide a host of opportunities to raise profile and 
shape international policy — blogs, social media, 
campaigns, surveys, polls and reports.

TECHNICAL SEMINARS & WEBINARS
Global experts and focus on key technical issues facing 
the industry.

ROUNDTABLES
Roundtables provide excellent opportunities for 
Chatham House dialogue with international decision 
makers.

YOUNG FINANCE FORUM (YFF)
Nurturing the next generation of international trade 
finance experts and leaders - The Young Finance Forum 
is a feeder programme to the global successors in trade.

RELATIONSHIP MANAGEMENT
Members receive a minimum of 2 visits / 1-2-1 
contacts with an ICC representative and benefit from
support and account management from the ICC Team.

ADDITIONAL ADVOCACY SERVICES

For larger banks and stakeholders with strategic interests, we provide tailored advocacy
services to raise profile and engage with senior decision makers at the UN, G20 and WTO.
Advocacy services are available for an additional cost.

G20 PROGRAMME
Our flagship advocacy programme to engage with 
decision makers across the UN, G20 and WTO. 
Find out more: www.iccwbo.uk

DIGITAL TRADE NETWORK
A key dedicated private sector resource on digital 
trade in Geneva, working directly with WTO. Find out 
more: www.digitaltrade.network

ICC BANKING COMMITTEE
Our ICC United Kingdom Banking Committee is the main platform for the development of industry position and 
influence. Our 100+ experts actively contribute to the ICC Banking Commission and represent ICC United Kingdom in 
intergovernmental discussions. UK members have access to a unique policy programme that includes a technical opinion 
working group as well as specialised fora in: Sustainable Trade Finance, Compliance, and Digitalisation in Trade Finance. 

TECHNICAL OPINIONS
Our subcommittee of industry experts scrutinise 
technical opinions/disputes and may act as an advisory 
service to UK banks.

SUSTAINABLE TRADE FINANCE
Promotes an industry-wide consensus on a common 
view and definition for sustainable trade finance; 
encourages awareness and provides guidance of 
sustainability in trade finance by promoting best 
practices and their implementation. 

FINANCIAL CRIME RISK & POLICY
Oversees the regulatory developments in relation to 
financial crime; assesses its impact to the industry and 
promotes best practices to trade finance practitioners 
and compliance teams on those developments and 
necessary actions. 

DIGITALISATION IN TRADE FINANCE
Promote the dissemination and  use of  the  ICC Digital 
Trade Roadmap as a practical tool to modernise 
national laws enabling paperless trade. Supports the 
launch of the ICC Digital Standards Initiative by 
establishing an interoperable digital standards and 
industry adoption of digital systems and processes.
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REASONS TO JOIN

1. INSIGHT

Gain valuable insight into the latest 
developments in trade fi nance from prominent 
keynote speakers, industry experts, and 
business and fi nance leaders.

2. EXCHANGE

Exchange ideas in lively discussions specially 
designed to address the most topical
themes in trade fi nance.

3. INFLUENCE

Infl uence the debates through active 
participation, whether in the plenary sessions 
(via Q&A sessions) or as participants in the 
breakout roundtables and panel discussions.
The Annual Meeting is the most open forum to 
infl uence policy and guidelines that govern
the trade fi nance industry.

4. LEARN

Develop unique skills to enhance best 
practices. Keep up-to-date with the policy 

through ICC’s market-leading work in 
standard-setting, market intelligence and 
policy-making.

5. NETWORK

Extend your sphere of infl uence through our 
network of over 6 million companies in 
130 countries. Be a part of the largest and 
most authoritative voice in the fi eld of trade 
fi nance. Forge high-level relationships
with key infl uencers in business
and trade fi nance globally.

FOR MORE EVENT DETAILS GO TO: WWW.ICCWBO.UK / EVENTS

ELIGIBILITY

The banking programme is available to a wide range of stakeholders.

• Financial Institutions
• Multilateral development banks and export credit agencies
• Corporates
• Fintechs
• Independent financiers
• Governmental organisations
• Lawyers and consultants
• Insurance brokers and underwriters
• Service providers
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COSTS

For information on ICC Membership fees, please visit:

www.iccwbo.uk/collections/membership

or contact our team at membership@iccwbo.uk

CONNECTED VALUE ADDED SERVICES
ICC DIGITAL LIBRARY - TRADE FINANCE

ICC COMMERCIAL CRIME SERVICES

ICC ACADEMY

ICC PUBLICATIONS

Uniform Rules 
for Demand 
Guarantees 

(URDG)

Uniform Rules 
for Forfaiting 

(URF) e 

International 
Standard 

Banking Practic
(ISBP)

ICC Uniform Rules
 for Collections

(URC 522)

Standard 
Defi nitions for 
Techniques of 
Supply Chain 

Finance

Uniform Rules 
for Bank 
Payment 

Obligations
(BPO)

ICC MEMBERSHIP

ICC Incoterms® 2020

(Hard copy & 
eBook)

ICC Academy deliver online certification and professional development services to meet the 
educational needs of banks, corporates and other organisations at the forefront of international trade.

*These services are not part of the ICC United Kingdom’s membership and are provided at an additional cost

ICC Commercial Crime Services (CCS) is the anti-crime arm of the International Chamber of Commerce. 
Based in UK, CCS' main task is to combat all forms of commercial crime. Membership comprises some of 
the world's leading banks, trading houses, shipping and insurance companies and all those having a 
legitimate interest in international trade. For more information: https://www.icc-ccs.org/

The Digital Library provides a repository of knowledge for trade finance practitioners including
technical opinions, cases, rules, best practice advice and guidance. For more information:
https://library.iccwbo.org/

*

ICC Uniform Customs
and Practice for 

Documentary Credits
(UCP 600)



UK BANKING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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36 Stone

ABC International Bank PLC

Aftec Ltd

AIG Europe Limited

Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Bank of Ceylon (UK) LTD

Bank of China (UK) Limited

Bank Sepah International PLC

Barclays Bank UK PLC

Bolero International Limited

British Arab Commercial Bank PLC

CDC Group plc

CDP

Citi UK

Clyde & Co LLP

Clydesdale Bank plc

Commerzbank AG

Credit Agricole Corporate & Investment Bank

Deloitte LLP

Deutsche Bank AG

E&A Law Limited

Emirates NBD Bank PJSC

Euro Exim Bank Limited

Europe Arab Bank plc

Falcon Group Europe Ltd

FBN Bank (UK) Ltd

Federation of Small Businesses (FSB)

Fresh�elds Bruckhaus Deringer LLP

Ghana International Bank PLc

Glencore plc

Guaranty Trust Bank (UK) Limited

Gulf International Bank (UK) Ltd.

Habib Bank Zurich Plc. London

Halotrade

Handelsbanken

Hannaford Turner LLP

Holman Fenwick Willan LLP

HSBC Bank plc

IBM UK

J.P. Morgan Bank

King & Spalding LLP

Lloyds Banking Group plc

MUFG Bank Ltd.

National Bank of Egypt (UK) Limited

Natwest

Queen Mary University

Roger Jones

Royal Bank of Scotland

Santander UK plc

Shell

Standard Chartered Bank plc

Stephenson Harwood LLP

Sullivan & Worcester UK LLP

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation Europe Ltd

The London Institute of Banking & Finance

Trade Advisory Network

Tradeteq Limited

Turkiye Is Bankasi

Vector.ai

Wells Fargo Bank N.A.

White & Case LLP

Zenith Bank (UK) Limited

State Bank of India UK Ltd.



INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
ICC is the world’s largest business organisation representing 45 million 
companies and 1 billion employees in over 100 countries.

ICC is the only business organisation with UN Observer Status and acts as 
a leading voice for business at the UN, G20, World Trade Organization and 
other major international institutions. ICC has three central roles:

Promote responsible, inclusive free trade

Provide the rules and standards that self-regulate international business

Help companies and states settle international disputes

Company number
10763507

VAT number
242209200

First Floor, 1–3 Staple Inn
London WC1V 7QH

CONNECTING
CONVENING

INFLUENCING
INFORMING

FOR 100 YEARS

banking@iccwbo.uk 

iccwbo.uk

@iccwboUK

@iccwbo.uk

ICC United Kingdom




