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The cat’s out of the bag

Cats by nature are a lot more active at night and for 
their own safety should not be allowed to wander after  
the sun goes down. One way to achieve this, if your cat  
is not entirely an indoor moggie, is to consider a netted  
cat run. With access via an open window, this allows your 
pet a way to get a bit of sun and freedom in the fresh air.  
A wire-rope cable system is the most common method  
of attaching netting to hard surfaces, such as brickwork, 

cement and Colorbond fences. It’s also the method 
employed for the majority of professionally 

installed enclosures. It’s cost effective, gives  
a neat finish and requires little drilling.

There are also free-standing portable 
cat enclosures that are quick and easy  
to assemble; I highly recommend looking 
on catnets.com.au for one.  

Dr Chris – who doles out helpful advice 
at drool.pet – is always saying a scratch 

pole with a high perch point gives your cat  
a sense of belonging, and it keeps them from 

tearing up the furniture or carpeting. Additionally, 
window hammocks for cats, which attach to panes with 
suction cups, allow them to do their favourite thing –  
take a nap in the sunlight – both safely and adorably. 

Creating a sanctuary at home where your beloved cat 
feels safe and happy is important. Research shows that  
a mentally and physically stimulated cat lives a happier, 
healthier and longer life. And isn’t that the cat’s meow?
Barry Du Bois is a home-design and renovation specialist, 
and co-host of The Living Room on Network 10.

… and in the kitchen, on the bed, the couch and the rug. Here are some tips  
on how to make your home a more feline-friendly place to live – for all involved

with BARRY DU BOIS

Up until the moment a now seven-year-old exotic 
shorthair named Coco (“Choccy”) came into my 
family’s life, I was not a cat fan. Now, of course,  

he is a very important and much-loved member of the 
family who adores the attention we give him and has 
created a bond with our daughter that is amazing.

This is of little surprise to my friend, TV co-host and 
fellow Stellar columnist Dr Chris Brown, who tells me, 
“Cats are the unsung heroes of Australian families. 
They’re intriguing, full of personality and life. 
And they aren’t the independent and distant 
companions they’re often accused of being; 
they’re affectionate and have a personality 
that – once you tune into their frequency 
– you can’t help but laugh at.”

The rule of thumb is that cats are 
“easier” to live with than dogs, given they 
are self-sufficient, don’t need to be taken 
for walks, bathe themselves and know their 
way around a litter box. But there’s the small 
issue of hair (they can shed, a lot), vomit (they like 
to do it) and claws, which can turn a lovely couch  
into a torn, threadbare shell of its former self.

Many people aren’t fond of cats owing to the belief they 
are responsible for the death of native birds and animals. 
It doesn’t take too much research to find out the majority 
of that damage is done by feral cats – not house cats – but 
either way… let’s discuss how to make your house a little 
more accommodating for cats and, vice versa, your 
neighbourhood a little safer from them.PH
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THE CAT’S PYJAMAS 
(clockwise from top left) 
Kitty claws can be hell  

on your furnishings and 
manchester, so creating  
a cat run where they can 

get some exercise and sun 
– while staying off the bed 
and lounge – keeps them 
busy and happy; Barry Du 
Bois’ daughter Arabella 
with the family moggie, 

Choccy; cats like to be up 
high – it gives a sense of 

belonging. A scratch pole 
with a vantage point will 
help your cat feel safe – 
and keep shedding hair 
away from other places.

  HOMES

FURRYTAIL  
glass cat bowl  
set, $89.90,  
furrytail.com.au

“Creating  
a sanctuary  

at home where  
your beloved cat  

feels safe and happy 
is important”

PET BARN cat scratch post, 
$119.99, petbarn.com.au

PIDAN pet air  
bed, $84.95,  
petcircle.com.au

COZY CAT FURNITURE 
enclosed litter  
box, $145.95, 
cozycatfurniture.com 

RSPCA 
microchip cat 

door, $159.95, 
rspcaworldfor

pets.com.au

FURFY 
pet-hair 
remover, 
$49.95,  
furfy.com.au


