
Handbuilding

Aside from the contents of the home pottery 
kit, you will also need:

• a small bowl of water and,
• a small knife / penknife.

Your Chawan
We hope you enjoy the therapeutic process of 
molding clay and forming your own chawan 
masterpiece.



Steps to handbuilding your chawan

SHAPING
Using slapping motions, shape the clay into a 
cylindrical form. Try to make the form as even 
as possible, for ease of moulding later.

Place the clay on the parchment paper to 
prevent it from sticking to the table surface.

FORMING A HOLE
With one palm placed on the outer side of the 
clay for support, use the thumb of the other 
hand to press downwards to form a hole.

Ensure that the hole does not go too deep, 
leave an allowance of approximately 2 cm of 
clay at the base.

If you have a small lazy susan or a cake turntable, you 
can also place the parchment paper and clay on it for 
ease of rotating.

Still using the palm for support, widen the hole 
slowly. When doing this, you can rotate the clay to 
ensure the hole is widened evenly.

The sides should not be made too thin, so that you 
can increase the height (next step).
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INCREASING THE HEIGHT
To increase the height, use your thumb to 
slowly press the clay upwards, while using 
the other palm as support.

The trick to making a good chawan is to 
ensure the walls go vertically up instead of 
leaning outwards.

SMOOTHING OUT CRACKS
As you progress, you may notice cracks 
appearing in the clay due to dryness.

From time to time, check that the sides are uniform in 
thickness.

* A common mistake among beginners is leaving the 
bottom of the wall where it joins the base too thick.

* During the firing process, there will be shrinkage of 
approximately 20%.

Gently rub the surface to smooth out the cracks as 
they appear. Do not wait till the crack becomes too big 
before smoothening it out.
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try not to leave this 
area too thick



THINNING OUT THE SIDES
Continue to press and pinch while supporting 
the sides, to achieve the desired bowl thickness. 

Be careful not to tear through the clay while 
the walls become thinner. An ideal thickness for 
beginners is around 5mm.

TRIMMING THE TOP
Using the bamboo skewer, draw a straight, 
even line at the top of the bowl, around its 
circumference.

Smooth out both the inner surface of the bowl by 
a gently rubbing action. You can use a little bit of 
water to aid in the process.

* Do note not to use too much water, as the clay 
can become too soft.

Slowly deepen the line so that you can remove 
the uneven portion (next step).
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TRIMMING THE TOP (CONT’D)
After deepening the line, slowly remove the 
uneven top portion.

DRYING
Use a hair dryer to blow dry only the top 
portion of the chawan for about 2 minutes.

 This is to prevent it from going out of shape 
when you flip the chawan over.

Use a little bit of water to gently smoothen out 
the edge. Try to achieve a rounded edge for better 
mouthfeel when using the chawan.

After drying the top, flip it over carefully to 
commence trimming of the base.

If the clay sticks to the parchment paper, slide 
the nylon string in between to separate it.
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TRIMMING THE BASE
Using a small knife or penknife, trim the corner of 
the base area as shown. 

If unsure how much to remove, trim off thinly 
first and check the thickness of the base, then 
trim off more if required.

SMOOTHING THE BASE
Smooth out the base of the bowl. If you 
prefer a jagged look, you can skip this step. 

However, it is important to make sure that 
the base was trimmed evenly, otherwise the 
chawan may be lopsided.

Make sure the base is not too thin, otherwise it may not 
be able to withstand the firing process.

If the base is too thin, you may wish to skip the process of 
adding on the foot as it might damage the base. 

After trimming off the excess, do not throw the clay away 
as you will need to use it for the foot (koudai) later on.

Using the clay trimmings, form into a round ball 
and then roll it out into a long shape.
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FORMING THE FOOT (KOUDAI)



Place the rolled clay unto the inner base of the 
chawan, then tear off the excess.

Join the torn off ends of the foot properly.

SCORING THE BASE
Use the bamboo skewer to score the area 
where the foot will be joined to the bowl. 
The notches will allow for stronger joining.

Using the bamboo skewer, lightly trace out the 
inner circumference of the foot on the chawan 
base.
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FORMING THE FOOT (CONT’D)

Dab a little bit of water on the scored area, then 
score for a second time.



Score the side of the foot that will be joined to 
the chawan base.

JOINING THE FOOT
Use the bamboo skewer to cover the seam 
of the foot to the bowl. Repeat for the inner 
side of the foot.

Place the foot (scored side down) unto the chawan 
base, press down and pat the foot gently. 
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SCORING THE FOOT

Smoothen out the area.

After this step, you can write your name or sign 
off on the base of the chawan inside the foot 
area using the bamboo skewer (like an artist’s 
signature).

Name / signature here



If the top of the chawan is uneven after you turn 
it around, use a little bit of water to smoothen 
out.

PACKING FOR GLAZING AND DOUBLE FIRING
After some time when the chawan is further hardened, you 
can keep it in the tote bag and bring it to any of our outlets 
for glazing and firing. Be careful with it as it is still very fragile 
before firing!

Do leave your name and contact number down for us to 
inform you when your chawan is ready for collection!

Your chawan is complete!
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SMOOTHENING OUT THE TOP


