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Introduction 
 
Pets are more than just animals who live in our homes. They share in many aspects of 
our lives and have become beloved family members. As such, we often like to make 
sure they have the same health and preventative care that we would want our human 
loved ones to receive. 
 
Many humans take care of themselves with grooming aides and dietary supplements. 
Pet owners want their pets to have the same benefits they experience and are now 
increasingly sharing their health-conscious habits with their favorite animal companions. 
Natural and organic ingredients have thus become just as popular in the pet industry as 
in the human market, and pet product companies are providing both topical treatments 
and oral supplements to support pets’ health. 
 
You can discuss which products to add to your home care routine when visiting your 
veterinarian for regular checkups. This will give you a professional’s input on how best 
to get the internal and external nourishment these products provide, including boosting 
your pet’s, joint health, digestion, cognitive function, immune system, skin and coat. 
 
The skin, also known as the integumentary system, is the largest organ of the body. The 
anatomy of a dog’s skin has a complex structure and is crucial to maintaining 
homeostasis, the biological state of steadiness in living systems’ internal and chemical 
conditions.1 Keeping your pet’s skin and coat in good shape from the inside out is 
necessary for overall health and wellbeing. Pet owners will have greater success and 
see better results if they implement daily, comprehensive skin and coat care routines. 
The first step is developing a better understanding of the integumentary system. 
 
This whitepaper aims to guide pet parents in selecting their pet health and skin care 
products. It highlights the anatomy and function of a dog’s skin, trends in the pet 
products industry, and other topics, plus offers possible solutions for maintaining pets’ 
health and well-being. 
 

 

                                                 
1
 Author unknown. Homeostasis Definition. Biology Dictionary.2019. https://www.biologydictionary.net. Accessed 

November 2019. 

https://www.biologydictionary.net/
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Functions of the Skin 
 
Understanding the interconnecting network that makes up a dog’s skin and coat will 
give pet owners greater insight and confidence when choosing skincare products. Here 
is a little background information to introduce this important system. 
 
The integumentary system is responsible for: 
 

  antimicrobial protection 

  enclosing body systems/providing a physical barrier to protect internal organs 

  excretion 

  flexibility/motion 

  immunoregulation — the process by which the immune system responds and 
regulates against caustic substances or invading microorganisms  

  indicator of health 

  pigmentation 

  secretion 

  sensory perception  

  storage — water is stored in certain cells for hydration purposes 

  temperature regulation 

  vitamin D production 
 
Reports have shown that taking a proactive approach to healthcare, nutrition, and 
lifestyle leads to happy, longer, and healthier lives. The same is true for our pets, and 
ensuring they have the same care and attention can lead to longer, healthier lives for 
our companions, too.  
 
The following report will hopefully encourage readers to consider the importance of 
introducing all-natural supplements to boost pets’ internal functions and keep them 
happy and healthy for many years to come. 
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Dog Skin vs. Human Skin 
 

 
Figure 1: Source www.vetwest.com 

2
 

 
Dogs’ skin is very different from that of humans. It is the most alkaline of all species with 
a pH level of 7.0 to 7.52, compared to human skin’s pH of 5.2 to 5.5.3 To put things in 
perspective, the pH scale ranges from 0 to 14. Levels below 6.4 are classified as highly 
acidic, while those above 6.4 are considered to have high alkalinity. 

 
pH scale  
Range: 0 to 14 
Highly acidic: < 6.4 
High alkalinity: > 6.4 

 
Dogs’ skin is made up of many layers, including the epidermis, dermis, and hypodermis. 
The acid mantle, known as the skin’s relative pH, is a lightly acidic layer that covers the 
porous topmost layer of the skin, known as the epidermis. Very acidic products, like 
human shampoo, or those that are highly alkaline, like Ivory dish soap, can be equally 
harmful, stripping away the skin’s natural balance and creating an environment in which 
bacteria, parasites and viruses can flourish. They can also cause the skin to dry out, 
which results in it becoming flakey, itchy, and generally uncomfortable. 

                                                 
2
 Author unknown. Skin – The Difference Between Canine And Human Skin. VetWest. 2019. 

https://www.vetwest.com.au/pet-library/skin-the-difference-between-canine-and-human-skin. Accessed November 
2019. 
3
 Author unknown. Structure of the Skin in Dogs. Merck Vet Manual. 2019. https://www.merckvetmanual.com. 

Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.vetwest.com/
https://www.vetwest.com.au/pet-library/skin-the-difference-between-canine-and-human-skin
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/
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Bacteria production can also cause an odor, and many pet owners will simply shampoo 
their dogs again in an attempt to get rid of that scent. This further disrupts the mantle 
layer and can lead to a vicious cycle that results in hair loss and skin lesions. 
 

Examples of common products’ pH levels4 
Ivory dish soap: 9.5 
Baking soda: 8.3 
Human shampoo (average): 5.84 
Johnson & Johnson baby shampoo: 5.5 
Vinegar: 2.2 

 
It is important to note that moving the pH scale from one number to another indicates a 
10x10, or 100-fold, change. This means Ivory dish soap is approximately 250 times 
more alkaline to dogs’ epidermis layers, and vinegar is about 500 times more acidic.  
 

The takeaway:  
Never use human skincare products on your pets! These products are only pH-
formulated for human skin, and other household products can also cause 
damage. Using a pH-balanced conditioning dog shampoo is crucial to avoid 
damaging, stripping, or drying out the important outer layer of your pup’s skin.  

 
 

Anatomy of a Dog’s Skin 
 

Knowledge of how dogs’ skin is layered can go a long way toward understanding the 
impacts of quality healthcare products. It includes three main layers — the epidermis, 
dermis, and hypodermis — as well as elements like sweat glands, hair follicles, blood 
vessels, and fat. Hair follicles and sweat glands are located in the dermis layer, while 
blood vessels and fat can be found in the hypodermis. 
 

                                                 
4
 Author unknown. PH level of a dog’s epidermis…Never use human products on pets! Fur-ever Loved. 2018. 

http://www.fur-everloved.com/5533/ph-level-of-a-dogs-epidermis-never-use-human-products-on-pets/. Accessed 
November 2019. 

http://www.fur-everloved.com/5533/ph-level-of-a-dogs-epidermis-never-use-human-products-on-pets/
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Figure 2: Source www.merckvetmanual.com 

5
 

 
Important definitions6 
 

  Epidermis — The epidermis’ thickness is eight to 10 cells in dogs, compared to 
humans’ 18 to 20 cells, and is comprised of many cell types. Dogs’ skin is thicker 
than that of humans’ overall, but the epidermis is very thin. Cell layers vary 
depending on body part, environment, and breed of dog, and fewer layers means 
the skin is more sensitive and easier to damage. A dog’s stomach has thicker 
skin than the area round its shin bone, for example. 

 

  Skin cell turnover — Dogs’ skin cells are naturally sloughed off and regrown in 
20-day cycles, about a week shorter than human skin’s 28 days. The rate of 
replacement can be affected by nutrition, hormones, inflammation, environment, 
some medications, and whether the skin is overly dry or oily. Giving your dog a 
quality skin and coat supplement will aid in this recovery process. 

 

  Sweat gland — Also known as the apocrine gland, the sweat glad does not 
produce sweat in dogs. It instead has two functions: secreting pheromones or 
“dog odor” and producing a protective seal for the outer layer of the epidermis. 
The eccrine glands, which are located in the pads of the paws, produce a sweat-
like secretion, but cooling is accomplished through panting and drooling. 

 

  Dog hair — Each dog hair grows from the follicle in “tufts” of a single hair 
surrounded by 3 to 15 secondary hairs. Human hairs, by comparison, grow out in 

                                                 
5
 Author unknown. Structure of the Skin in Dogs. Merck Vet Manual. 2019. https://www.merckvetmanual.com. 

Accessed November 2019. 
6
 Author unknown. Cutaneous Anatomy & Physiology. Zoetis Inc. 2019. 

https://www.zoetis.ca/conditions/dogs/dermatology/cutaneous-anatomy-physiology.aspx. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.merckvetmanual.com/
https://www.merckvetmanual.com/
https://www.zoetis.ca/conditions/dogs/dermatology/cutaneous-anatomy-physiology.aspx
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individual hairs. Dogs are born with simple follicles that develop into compound 
follicles, and the hair functions as a protective barrier against physical trauma, 
irritants, and ultraviolet light. It also aids in thermal regulation. 

   
The skin carries out many important functions in addition to acting as a protective 
barrier and is vital to an animal’s survival. Its general condition can also be a good 
indicator of the animal’s internal system functions and overall health. Each skin layer 
has its own list of jobs to do: 

                                                                                                                              
Epidermis — aids in hydration, maintaining sodium and nutrient levels, sensory 
responses, organ production, hair color, and immune response 

 
Dermis — offers support and nourishment for the epidermis, hair follicles, claws, 
oil, and apocrine glands  

 
Hypodermis — contains subcutaneous fat and muscle, and functions as 
insulation, a shock absorber, and a reservoir for fluids, electrolytes, and energy 

 
The layers and functions of a dog’s skin are intricate, and damage to any layer could 
compromise the function and viability of the layers and/or tissues around it. It thus does 
not take very long for a small, easily treatable or preventable condition to turn into 
something much larger or more serious. 
 

 

Skin and Coat Health 
 
One of the top complaints pet owners bring to their veterinarians is their companion 
animals’ skin or coat issues. A healthy coat should be shiny and smooth, not brittle, 
coarse, or matted, and skin should be supple and clear, not flaky, greasy, discolored, 
thickened or bumpy. Hair loss, scratching, itching, twitching, chewing, dandruff, 
redness, and lesions all represent health-related breakdowns in one of the skin layers. 
 
Dogs that are experiencing skin issues can become anxious, distracted, subdued, or 
aggressive, meaning everyone’s quality of life is disrupted. Here are a few of the most 
common causes of skin conditions and how your dog might respond to them: 
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Figure 3: Source www.dog-care-knowledge.com 

7
 

 
Food or environmental allergies, medication reactions, systemic diseases, parasites, 
metabolic, or nutritional factors can all play a part in your dog’s skin conditions. In fact, 
the primary factors influencing overall pet skin and coat health are a good diet, quality 
supplements, premium conditioning pet shampoo, regular grooming, and exercise. 
 
The market is now full of trends and types of pet healthcare products, meaning finding 
the right ones for your pet and family has become increasingly difficult. The pet product 
business is booming, and the influx of new choices can be daunting and confusing. It is 
always recommended that pet owners perform their own careful investigation of product 
ingredients — and ask the advice of their trusted veterinarians — to ensure they choose 
the right ones for their dogs’ health. 
 

 

The Booming Pet Product Industry 
 
A United States Bureau of Labor Statistics publication has estimated pet parents’ 
annual spending was $672 per household in 2015.8 That figure has grown significantly 
to an average of $100 per month per household in 2019.9  

                                                 
7
 Dianora, S. Dog Skin Disorders: How To Manage Them. 2016. https://www.dog-care-knowledge.com/dog-skin-

conditions.html. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.dog-care-knowledge.com/
https://www.dog-care-knowledge.com/dog-skin-conditions.html
https://www.dog-care-knowledge.com/dog-skin-conditions.html
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Figure 4: Source www.census.gov 
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Spending on pet healthcare has steadily grown by 3.6 percent year over year in the 
U.S. since the mid-1990s, and is expected to reach more than $100 billion by the end of 
this decade.11 In addition, a Purdue University study has found that more than half of 
pet owners believe “humans have an obligation to provide the best standard of care for 
dogs” for which they are capable.12 This growth has led to the aforementioned surge of 
new healthcare products being developed and released into the market. 

 

                                                                                                                                                             
8
 Author unknown. National Pet Day. United States Census Bureau. 2018. 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories/2018/pet-day.html. Accessed November 2019. 
9
 Bedford, E. Pet industry expenditure in the United States from 1994 to 2019. Statista. 2019. 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/253976/pet-food-industry-expenditure-in-the-us/. Accessed November 2019. 
10

 Bedford, E. U.S. pet industry expenditure 1994 to 2019. Statista. 2019. 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/253976/pet-food-industry-expenditure-in-the-us/. Accessed November 2019. 
11

 Author unknown. The Pet Industry in 2019. Zoom Room. 2019. https://zoomroom.com/franchise/pet-services-
industry/. Accessed November 2019. 
12

 Author unknown. U.S. Residents’ Perception of Dogs, Their Welfare and Related Information Sources. Purdue 
University College of Veterinary Medicine. 2016. https://www.purdue.edu/vet/CAWS/files/documents/20160602-us-
residents-perceptions-of-dogs-their-welfare-and-related-information-sources.pdf. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/stories/2018/pet-day.html
https://www.statista.com/statistics/253976/pet-food-industry-expenditure-in-the-us/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/253976/pet-food-industry-expenditure-in-the-us/
https://zoomroom.com/franchise/pet-services-industry/
https://zoomroom.com/franchise/pet-services-industry/
https://www.purdue.edu/vet/CAWS/files/documents/20160602-us-residents-perceptions-of-dogs-their-welfare-and-related-information-sources.pdf
https://www.purdue.edu/vet/CAWS/files/documents/20160602-us-residents-perceptions-of-dogs-their-welfare-and-related-information-sources.pdf
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Pet market trends 

 
The American Pet Products Association (APPA) has found nearly 85 million households 
have a pet, equating to 68 percent of all households.13 Consumers want convenience 
and premium-grade products for these pets, and are willing to spend money for them.  
The following chart displays the factors that are driving pet product sales. 
 

 
Figure 5: Source www.packagedfacts.com 

14
 

 

                                                 
13

Author unknown. A New Furry Family Member Could Make This an A+ Back-to-School Season. PR Newswire. 
2019. https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/a-new-furry-family-member-could-make-this-an-a-back-to-school-
season-300914481.html. Accessed November 2019. 
14

 Author unknown. Packaged Facts Presents U.S. Pet Market Trends & Drivers. Packaged Facts. 2019. 
https://www.packagedfacts.com/Content/Free-Downloads/Infographics. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.packagedfacts.com/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/a-new-furry-family-member-could-make-this-an-a-back-to-school-season-300914481.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/a-new-furry-family-member-could-make-this-an-a-back-to-school-season-300914481.html
https://www.packagedfacts.com/Content/Free-Downloads/Infographics
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Most Pet Owners See Themselves As “Pet Parents” 
 

Research shows pets have a soothing effect on humans, both mentally and physically. 
The “pet parent” trend started with the baby boomer generation (consumers aged 55 to 
75), who make up 32 percent of pet owners. Millennials (consumers aged 25 to 39) 
have surpassed this group, however, with 62 percent of them owning pets. 
 
Millennials reportedly spent $10.6 billion on their pets in 2014, accounting for 15 percent 
of the approximately $60 billion spent on pets that year.15 This group has taken being 
pet parents to new levels, with many leading lifestyles that involve their fur babies in 
almost every aspect. In a sense, they treat their companions like children, even 
dropping them off at daycare when they cannot have them with them. Numerous 
businesses — restaurants, stores, and hotels, among others — have evolved to cater to 
pet parents by allowing animals inside their establishments during operating hours. 
 

 
Figure 6: Source www.petproductnews.com 

15
 

 
Sixty percent of millennials also report purchasing nonessential pet items at least once 
per week. This generation is environmentally conscious, too, and that is reflected in 
their personal and pet product purchases: They have thus quickly become a major 
influence and driving force in the growth of the pet product industry and its trends. 
 
 

                                                 
15

 Rowlands, R. How Millennials Are the Future of Pet Food Spending. Pet Product News. 2019. 
http://www.petproductnews.com/Viewpoints/Editorial-Blogs-Features/Blogs/How-Millennials-Are-the-Future-of-Pet-
Food-Spending/. Accessed November 2019.         
15

 Steve. From Man’s Best Friend to Family’s Favorite Child. Small Business Labs. 2019. 
https://www.smallbizlabs.com/2019/07/-from-mans-best-friend-to-familys-favorite-child.html. Accessed November 
2019. 

http://www.petproductnews.com/
http://www.petproductnews.com/Viewpoints/Editorial-Blogs-Features/Blogs/How-Millennials-Are-the-Future-of-Pet-Food-Spending/
http://www.petproductnews.com/Viewpoints/Editorial-Blogs-Features/Blogs/How-Millennials-Are-the-Future-of-Pet-Food-Spending/
https://www.smallbizlabs.com/2019/07/-from-mans-best-friend-to-familys-favorite-child.html
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Sought-After Pet Product Trends 
 
“Ecofriendly,” “green,” “environmentally sustainable,” “natural,” and “organic” are all 
buzzwords heard on a daily basis in relation to all types of retail products — pet 
supplies included. The natural pet product market’s growth reflects what is happening in 
the human market, trending toward the environmental safety and social concerns that 
are becoming important to U.S. consumers when purchasing products for any other 
member of their households. 
 
Natural, ecofriendly, and organic may be important to these consumers, but increased 
demand for transparency in companies’ products’ contents, packaging, sourcing, and 
sustainability also represents a driving force. Consumers are reading labels to find out 
what is in their products and where companies are sourcing those ingredients. They are 
not only more aware and demanding higher quality, but also ready to pay higher prices 
to get it. In other words, the pet product market’s consumer landscape is changing, and 
the organic industry is trending toward younger, more-informed consumers. 
 
Millennial pet owners were raised in a “health-conscious” era. As it gets older and its 
income increases, this group is using more of its expendable budget on its fur babies. 
Millennial spending on pets is setting new standards and trends in the pet product 
industry, which is expected to show steady growth in the coming years. This trend will 
only be boosted by the continued raising of the bar on pet wellness. 
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What it looks like to be the fur baby of a millennial  
 

 
Figure 7: Source www.tickertape.tdameritrade.com 

16
 

 

Natural/Organic Prevention  
 
Packaged Facts’ “Millennials as Pet Market Consumers” report has found 55 percent of 
millennial pet owners are willing to try holistic and natural nutritional pet supplements 
before resorting to conventional pet medications.17 In addition, a greater number of 
consumers are taking steps toward preventative pet healthcare, meaning pet owners 
hope to only turn to conventional treatments and medications for serious injuries or 
illnesses.  
 

                                                 
16

 Author unknown. Pet Food Stocks: Pet Care Business Is Big Business, and Millennials Are Buying In. TD 
Ameritrade. 2018. https://tickertape.tdameritrade.com/investing/millennials-pets-16807. Accessed November 2019. 
17

 Miller, N. 1 in 3 U.S Pet Owners Millennials: What It Means For The Pet Food Market. Packaged Facts. 
https://www.packagedfacts.com/Content/Blog/2017/02/07/1-in-3-US-Pet-Owners-Millennials-What-it-Means-for-the-
Pet-Food-Market. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.tickertape.tdameritrade.com/
https://tickertape.tdameritrade.com/investing/millennials-pets-16807
https://www.packagedfacts.com/Content/Blog/2017/02/07/1-in-3-US-Pet-Owners-Millennials-What-it-Means-for-the-Pet-Food-Market
https://www.packagedfacts.com/Content/Blog/2017/02/07/1-in-3-US-Pet-Owners-Millennials-What-it-Means-for-the-Pet-Food-Market
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Websites are making these forward-thinking consumers more knowledgeable, proactive 
and decisive in treating their four-legged children through natural means. 
 

 
Figure 8: Source www.simplewag.com 

18
 

 
E-commerce is also helping the pet product industry grow. The convenience of buying 
online, many times through subscription-based plans, easily meets the needs of life-is-
busy people of every age, making it simpler than ever to attain the healthcare products 
they need for themselves and their favorite animal companions. 
 

                                                 
18

 Hunt-Rivera, C. The Rise of Homeopathic Treatments for Dogs. Simple Wag. 2019. 
https://simplewag.com/homeopathic-treatments-for-dogs. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.simplewag.com/
https://simplewag.com/homeopathic-treatments-for-dogs
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Figure 9: Source www.simplewag.com 

19
 

 
 

The Evolution Of Treatments 
 

People are leading healthier lives and passing that along to their pets by providing them 
with the same products and care standards they seek themselves. Pets now enjoy 
natural and organic food and treats, skin care products, supplements, acupuncture, 
massages, and spa-like visits to groomers. Crossover ingredients from the human 
health and wellness market — like glucosamine, turmeric, herbs, essential oils, and 
omega fatty acids 3, 6, and 9 — are also making their way into pet foods, treats, and 
supplements. 
 
Pet owners’ emotional attachments to their pets and the knowledge that their non-
human companies “just don’t live long enough” are big factors influencing present 
healthcare trends. Nothing is too good for their fur babies. 
 
When warranted, veterinarians promote nutritional pet-focused supplements as 
alternatives and supplements to traditional drugs and replacement therapies. Some 
supplements on the market are even veterinarian-formulated. Pet supplement 
developers and marketers are in competition with those of condition-specific foods and 
treats, though. The latter may contain ingredients to target specific problems, but they 
are also full of other ingredients and fillers.  

                                                 
19

 Hunt-Rivera, C. The Rise of Homeopathic Treatments for Dogs. Simple Wag. 2019. 
https://simplewag.com/homeopathic-treatments-for-dogs. Accessed November 2019. 

http://www.simplewag.com/
https://simplewag.com/homeopathic-treatments-for-dogs
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A large portion of consumers are now turning to preventive care through supplements, 
and studies show the forecast for these items is favorable. The pet supplements 
market’s size has maintained an average growth rate of 1.79 percent, from 55 million in 
2013 to 58 million in 2016.20 Industry analysts believe the pet supplements market will 
reach 62 million by 2021. 
 
Herbalists Mary Wuff-Tilford and Greg Telford, co-authors of the informative All You 
Ever Wanted to Know About Herbs for Pets guidebook, referred to herbs as one of the 
most useful complimentary therapies for pruritus (itching) and all other canine maladies 
due to their unique, gentle, and synergistic actions within the body.21  
 

“The function of the herbalist is not to substitute the body’s natural methods of 
treating disease with new methods, but to assist the body in healing itself 
naturally.”22 

 
Owners appear to be of the same mindset, and are making a conscious effort to reduce 
toxins on and around their pets. Demand is high for quality, transparency, and 
innovation in available product lines, but meeting the ever-changing landscape of the 
pet product industry is a challenge for the companies that are producing related items. 
 

 

Filling Consumers’ Expectations  
 

Meet Healers PetCare 
 

Healers PetCare was founded by Terri Entler in August 2009 after she experienced 
disappointment with other pet product lines available at the time. Our company has 
since grown to offer a variety of items — including medical and walking booties for 
dogs, bandage wraps, hot and cold packs, Spot-Lite LED Lighted Jackets, therapeutic 
wraps, and lines of supplements and other pet health products — each made with high-
quality materials to keep dogs safe and healthy. 
 
Healers believes in a few important driving factors: 
 

                                                 
20

 Author unknown. Pet Supplements Market Size, Share … and Growth by Forecast to 2022. MarketWatch. 2019. 
https://www.marketwatch.com/press-release/pet-supplements-market-size-share-2019-dynamics-drivers-restraints-
opportunities-plans-competitive-landscape-and-growth-by-forecast-to-2022-2019-07-23. Accessed November 2019. 
21

 Telford, G. and Wolff-Telford, M. All You Ever Wanted to Know About Herbs for Pets. Irvine, CA: BowTie Press; 
1999. 
22

 Telford, G. and Wolff-Telford, M. All You Ever Wanted to Know About Herbs for Pets. Irvine, CA: BowTie Press; 
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1. Quality: Our focus is on natural, organic, high-quality ingredients. 
Healers PetCare has taken pet parents’ desired requirements to heart with our 
production of premium pet care products made right here in the USA. We took a 
comprehensive, natural approach when implementing superior blends of 
innovative, key ingredients you can be confident in using. 

 
2. Transparency: We celebrate and know where our ingredients are grown. 

Our product labels include a complete list of both active and inactive ingredients, 
product facts, detailed directions for use, key product benefits, and any specialty 
components. We go the extra mile to ensure you know exactly what you are 
getting, how to contact us, and how to use each product in the most effective 
way. 

 
3. Innovation:  Pure, safe products are our passion. 

We have developed special partnerships with two other women-run companies 
— Healing Tree Naturals in Oregon and Biolley Farms in Costa Rica — to ensure 
the safety and quality of each ingredient included in our products. Healing Tree 
Naturals offers us the ability to include professional strength, non-prescription, 
veterinarian-formulated blends in our skin care line and other products, and we 
source our turmeric from Biolley, a natural farm that employs sustainable growing 
practices. 
 

Our Skin Care System: How to Give Your Dog a Healthy Coat 
 

Humans like to take extra steps to keep their skin and hair healthy and looking its best. 
We purchase special soaps, take dietary supplements, brush and/or wash frequently, 
and apply lotions, salves, or other treatments to keep our skin and hair groomed. This is 
for appearances as well as our health. 
 
Dogs are unable to do much of that for themselves — other than licking everywhere 
they can reach, of course — but their owners can take additional steps to keep their 
skin and coat healthy and clean. Regular baths with special shampoos, consistent 
brushing to remove dirt and loose fur, and dietary supplements can all help keep their 
coats smooth and their skin moist and flake-free.  
 
Healers PetCare is proud to offer Skin & Coat Health Chews that are filled with 
ingredients specifically selected to support healthy skin, fight irritants, and reduce 
inflammation. They are perfect for dogs of all breeds and sizes, and we can’t wait for 
you and your pup to fall in love with them. 
 

https://www.healerspetcare.com/collections/health-care/products/tea-tree-oil-concentrated-conditioning-shampoo-for-pets
https://www.healerspetcare.com/collections/health-care/products/skin-and-coat-health-chews-beef-flavored
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Our Skin & Coat chews were specially formulated with key ingredients to promote 
healthy skin and coat for pets. Each includes omega-3 fatty acids, flaxseed, turmeric, 
sunflower lecithin, and chamomile to provide the perfect blend of anti-inflammatory, anti-
irritant, and immune-boosting support. They offer: 
 

 An excellent source of omega-3 fatty acids for supple coat 

 Anti-irritant and anti-inflammatory compounds to reduce itching and discomfort 

 Immune-boosting, antioxidant, and antiseptic properties 

 Organic ingredients 
 
Your pup’s skin protects him or her from the elements, and unhealthy skin can mean 
irritation and discomfort — sometimes even pain or illness. That’s why we packed our 
Skin & Coat Chews full of ingredients to help ensure your pup’s coat stays healthy for 
years to come. 
 
What did we put in our Skin & Coat Health Chews? 
 
When we set out to create a supplement for skin and coat health, we knew we needed 
to produce something that was specially formulated with key, natural ingredients to 
benefit our customers’ pets. That meant ensuring each chew was packed full of omega-
3 fatty acids, flaxseed, turmeric, and more to keep each pup in optimal health. Here’s a 
closer look at our Skin & Coat Health Chews’ ingredients and why they are so impactful: 
 
Flaxseed — helps fight skin irritants as well as boost cardiovascular health, energy 
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levels, dental health, and digestion. It also offers both anti-cancer and anti-inflammatory 
properties. 
 
Black chia seed — high in omega-3s for skin and brain health, improves energy, 
boosts digestion, and helps with weight management. Black chia is high in the protein 
phosphorous, too, which animals use to grow and repair body tissues. 
 
Spirulina platensis — a good source of iron, B-12, and GLA, which help with strong 
body functions, energy, and encouraging the body to absorb necessary nutrients. It also 
boasts anti-cancer and anti-aging components. 
 
Choline bitartrate — not produced by the body, but known to help with brain and liver 
health and prevent fatty livers 
 
Sunflower lecithin — a source of three essential fatty acids that boost immune 
function, and also helps prevent cell membranes from becoming hard. This encourages 
healthy cell reproduction which keeps dogs’ skin moist and healthy. 
 
Inositol — helps maintain healthy circulatory system functioning and lowers stress, 
both of which aid in producing healthy skin and hair cell growth 
 
Chamomile flower (organic) — an anti-inflammatory with additional antioxidant and 
antiseptic properties to protect your pup’s skin 
 
Beef liver — rich in vitamin A, which is necessary for healthy skin, eyes, and immune 
system function. It is also a great natural source of iron. 
 
Silica — called a “beauty mineral” because it is key to hair and nail growth as well as 
boosting skin health 
 
Stearic acid — a stabilizer used to help the chew keep its form 
 
Turmeric root — curcumin in turmeric offers anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and anti-
arthritic properties. For more on turmeric’s benefits, check out our blog post. 
 
White whey — source of protein to help your pup’s body use all the nutrients in the 
chew and promote overall health and wellness 
 
Yucca root — reduces inflammation, boosts energy and immunity, relieves joint pain 
and arthritis, prevents digestive issues, and reduces stress 
  
Best of all, dogs of all sizes and ages can benefit from our skin and coat supplements: 

https://www.healerspetcare.com/blogs/news/the-benefits-of-turmeric-for-dogs
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 Under 29 pounds: 1 chew per day 

 30 to 65 pounds: 2 chews per day 

 Over 65 pounds: 2 to 3 chews per day 
 
Why Healers’ Skin & Coat Health Chews are great for your dog 
 
Proactively keeping your dog’s skin and coat healthy with Healers’ beef-flavored Skin & 
Coat Health Chews will be a great way to ensure he or she is getting all the nutrients 
needed to fight inflammation, stop itchiness before it happens, and have a healthy skin 
and coat for years to come. Best of all, your pup will think it’s a fun treat: a win-win! 
 
 
Cleanse, Repair & Refine: Conditioning Tea Tree Oil Shampoo for Pets 
 
If you're looking for a PH-balanced, anti-microbial, and biodegradable pet shampoo, 
look no further than Healers' Conditioning Tea Tree Oil Shampoo.  

 

This shampoo contains tea tree to clean, aloe vera to soothe, and peppermint for 
rejuvenation. It is derived from plant materials, sulfate-free, moderate-to-high lather, and 
offers easy rinsing. Its benefits include: 

 Non-filming lathers that rinse cleanly and easily 

 Natural antimicrobial and antidandruff properties 

 An economical concentrate for optimal usage 

 Meets EcoCert® certification standards 
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Hot Spot Relief: Two Formulas to Target Your Pet’s Needs 
 

1. Healers Hot Spot Stopper 
 
This no-prescription-needed Hot Spot Stopper solution 
stops the itch cycle, soothes pain, and provides quick relief. 
It was formulated by Dr. Eric Witherspoon, DVM, to be anti-
inflammatory, antifungal, antibacterial, and have natural 
immune-stimulating properties, combining tea tree oil, 
myrrh, comfrey, goldenseed, aloe vera, jocoba oil, 
benzathonium chloride, and 1 percent hydrocortisone.  
 
It also provides: 

 

 Healing for acral lick granulomas, hot spots, insect bites, abrasions, sores, and 
more 

 A petroleum-free formula for better and faster healing 

 Topical steroid to reduce irritation-causing chemicals on pets’ skin  

 Bitter taste makes it difficult to lick off 
 
2. Natural CBD Hot Spot Relief 
 
Veterinary-formulated by Dr. Eric Witherspoon, DVM, this special blend is designed to 
help alleviate the pain and discomfort associated with hot spots and other skin issues. 
The fast-acting, professional-strength, and antimicrobial lotion helps heal abrasions, 
stop itching, and prevent further irritation.  
 
It also provides: 
 

 Anti-inflammatory, antifungal and antibacterial properties 

 A blend of myrrh, comfrey, goldenseed, aloe vera, jocoba oil, benxathomium 
chloride, and three conditioners 

 Vitamin-rich vanishing cream format 

 Petroleum-free to promote faster, better healing 
 

 

Health Benefits of Turmeric 
 



 www.healerspetcare.com  

 

709 Ne 112th St,  Vancouver,Wa  98685  1-800-924-7036   info@healerspetcare.com

Page 22 COPYRIGHT  

 

Everyone loves a good natural remedy, especially if it can improve overall health, 
vitality, and well-being. Turmeric is being touted for its anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, 
brain-boosting, heart disease risk-lowering, anti-cancer, and depression-fighting 
properties in people, but did you know it also has positive medicinal qualities for dogs? 
 
It turns out it’s great for pups for a lot for the same reasons it’s helping humans. It’s 
perfectly safe for them to consume in correct dosages on their food, applied topically, or 
baked into homemade treats. Here’s why it might be a good addition to your dog’s daily 
routine, and how to make sure they’re getting the right amounts. 
 
How Turmeric Helps Pups 
 
Some people use turmeric as a preventative measure, others alongside medications 
and health regimens to improve overall wellness. The same is true for dogs. In a lot of 
cases, people and dogs have both seen better symptom relief from turmeric than from 
their medications! 
 
It is currently being used as: 
 

 An anti-arthritic — It helps reduce the symptoms and mitigate the underlying 
inflammatory causes of arthritis, improving mobility and removing related pain. 
 

 An antibacterial, antiviral, and antifungal — The active properties in Turmeric 
help boost pups’ immune systems and functions, helping to improve its ability to 
fight bacterial infections, viruses, fungal infections, and more. 
 

 An anti-cancer — Turmeric is a natural cancer treatment and pre-cancer reducer 
because it disrupts “development, growth, and spread,” according to the 
American Cancer Society. It has also been shown to “reduce tumor size and kill 
cancer cells.” 
 

 An anti-inflammatory — Acute inflammation protects and heals the body from 
viruses or infections. Chronic inflammation leads to allergies, arthritis, cancer, 
dental issues, digestive problems, kidney disease, and more. Turmeric alleviates 
the latter. 
 

 A gastrointestinal treatment — Studies have shown that turmeric helps relieve 
inflammation in the gut and also improve permeability, aiding in proper digestion 
and making for a great natural detox agent. 
 

 A pain reliever — Turmeric has proven to be a great alternative treatment for 
pain resulting from inflammation, like arthritis or cancer-related discomfort. It 
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relieves the cause of the pain — the inflammation — thereby removing the need 
for the pain response and helping the body to begin healing itself. 

 
Turmeric has seen success as an antiseptic and in promoting liver function, reducing 
liver disease, preventing cataracts, treating epilepsy, shrinking sebaceous cysts, 
cleaning up and alleviating pain from wounds, preventing against blood clots, relieving 
irritable bowel disease, curing urinary tract infections, preventing and treating dementia, 
and improving cardiovascular and respiratory health, among many other functions. 
 
How to Give Your Dog Turmeric 
 
Turmeric is most commonly administered as a powder sprinkled on food, as a paste 
rubbed topically on your pup’s skin, or in oil or gravy-type mixtures. Dosage is 
important, though, and taking too much can cause nausea, dizziness, iron deficiency, 
and other side effects. That’s true for people as well as dogs. Always consult with your 
veterinarian before beginning ongoing turmeric-based treatment or supplementation. 
 
Common guidelines for giving turmeric in powder form include the following: 
 

 Small dogs: start with ¼ tsp per day 

 Medium dogs: start with ½ tsp per day 

 Large dogs: start with ¾ tsp per day 

 Extra-large dogs: start with 1 tsp, moving up to as much as 1 tbsp per day 
 
It’s important to keep in mind that each dog is different. A best practice is to give yours 
smaller doses to start and work up to more as your pup adjusts. 
 
Looking for a Great Turmeric Product? 
 
We’re proud to say we know all about our turmeric powder’s source. Biolley Farms, a 
Costa Rican farm that cultivates its turmeric using organic processes, creates potent, 
fresh, small-scale boutique crops for select distributors like Healers PetCare. We know 
where we get our crop and how it’s sourced, and have had it third-party tested to ensure 
the highest quality.  
 

Healers Golden Turmeric Paste comes in powder form to be added to 
food, or pet owners can create a paste by simply adding water or 
adding it to coconut oil to create a gravy-type mixture. It contains 
higher-than-average levels of curcumin, the active component in 
turmeric, making it a great replacement for steroids for allergy and pain 
relief. 

https://www.healerspetcare.com/collections/all-products/products/healers-golden-turmeric-paste
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Questions about turmeric? Ask your veterinarian! It might be the perfect supplement to 
help boost your pup’s livelihood and well-being. 
 
 

Other Products for Health and Well-Being 
 
Healers PetCare is also proud to offer many other products to take care of your pet’s 
needs, all of which can be administered from the comfort of your own home. 
 
Health Pack Systems 

 
Healers offers three complete Health Packs that you can have delivered by monthly 
subscription right to your front door. 
 
 
 
Seniors Pack 

 
 
Healthy Skin Anti-itch Calming Pack 
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Comprehensive Health Pack 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Rehab and Injury Prevention  
 

Healers has developed a first aid kit for pet owners to 
have on hand in case of emergency. It is perfect to 
keep in your car, RV, boat, or suitcase while traveling, 
and you get just what you need to complement your 
human first aid kit. A portion of all proceeds go to the 
Michelson Foundation, an organization committed to 
finding and keeping pets in their homes. Learn more 
about it here. 
 

https://www.foundanimals.org/
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Our First Aid Essentials Kit includes: 
 

 Healers All-Natural Wound Spray (4 oz bottle) 

 Healers Leg Wrap 

 A box of Healers Gauze Pads (8 pads) 

 One roll of vet wrap 
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Every Day Walking Boots 
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About Healers PetCare 
 

Our Story 

“I struggled to find the product I needed for my German shepherd, Jake – so I 
decided to make my own!” 

 
Paw wounds are common in dogs. From torn pads to punctures, these traumas range 
from minor to severe, but almost always require home care – a process that’s both 
challenging and time-consuming. Terri Entler learned this firsthand in 2011, when her 
German shepherd, Jake, returned from a hike with his pads burned by the hot ground. 
After just a few days of bandaging and soaking, Terri knew there had to be a better way. 

Unable to find a pair of booties that didn’t stick to Jake’s wounds, Terri – an engineer – 
took matters into her own hands. Using her sewing machine, breathable mesh material 
and Velcro, she crafted dog boots designed specifically for healing. By inserting non-
adherent gauze pads into the boots, her invention protected Jake’s paws much more 
efficiently. 

“The booties are made with a patented material Breath-O-Prene technology that is used 
in many medical devices,” says Terri. “It enhances healing by allowing air to flow, and 
wicks away moisture.”  
 
After seeing how well they worked on her pup’s paws, Terri launched Healers Medical 
Dog Booties under her new company name, Healers PetCare, Inc. Today, her product 
line includes a leg wrap, and two unique full body wraps ideal for post-surgery healing. 
The company’s “everyday” Urban Walkers boots shield paws from environmental 
conditions that can cause injury, while its holistic remedies help support natural healing. 

 
Whatever your needs, we have you covered! Check out all our products at 
healerspetcare.com.  
 
  

http://healerspetcare.com/
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About our new partners 
 

 
Meet Healing Tree Naturals 
Healing Tree is a natural pet care company founded in 1997 by Dr. 
Eric Witherspoon, DVM, and its products have been distributed in 
Asia, Canada, Europe, and the U.S. Its tea tree oil-based healing 
products for hot spots, wounds, skin irritations, and stains and 
odors were some of the first of their kind to treat pet skin conditions 
using natural formulas. Healing Tree’s condition-specific skin care, 

body, and first aid solutions are also sold for humans worldwide and carried by national 
chain stores, pharmacies, and natural grocers. Visit its website to learn more. 
 
Meet Biolley Farms 
Biolley Farms, SRL, provides employment opportunities in 
one of the poorest regions of Costa Rica and teaches local 
farmers to cultivate organically. Its main objectives are to 
turn local farms into organic food forests, provide job security, 
and maintain small-scale boutique crops — including 
Persian limes, rambutan, cavendish bananas, turmeric, 
arabica coffee, graviola leaf tea, hibiscus flower, scotch bonnet chili, black pepper, and 
papaya leaf tea — for select distributors abroad. It strives to form a rainforest alliance, 
encouraging organic farms to help preserve the nearby protected rainforest park. Visit 
its website to learn more. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.healingtreenaturals.com/
http://www.biolleyfarms.com/

