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Bushfire overlay P2

In pets, conditions affect-

ing the eyes are quite 

common and potentially 

serious. They can range 
from simple eye irritations 
to serious and life threaten-
ing diseases.

The Bannockburn 
Veterinary Clinic says the 
most common sign of eye 
disease is the production 
of tears or a discharge from 
the affected eye or eyes but 
other signs include the dog 
or cat squinting or blinking 
excessively. Also, if the eye 
appears larger or smaller 
than normal, has a cloudy 
or blue appearance then 
serious problems are likely. 
Sometimes, pets will paw 
their eye or rub it along the 
carpet if pain is present.
Eye disease needs veteri-
nary assessment because 
many conditions are quite 
serious, painful and could 
lead to reduced sight, 
blindness or the loss of an 
eye.
Dry Eye: Some dogs will 

develop this eye disease 
when normal tear film 
production is reduced. The 
lack of tears causes the cor-
nea of the eye to become 
dry and damage to the 
cornea then occurs. Dogs 
with this condition will 
show obvious irritation of 
the eyes, with a thick yellow 
discharge being produced. 
Ulceration of the cornea is 
common. Dry Eye is treated 
with special and specific 
eye ointments or drops that 
must be given regularly.
Corneal Ulcers:  Are 
wounds to the cornea usu-
ally caused by an abrasion, 
scratch, puncture or other 
trauma to the eye. These 
ulcers, sometimes called 
ulcerative keratitis, are a 
common eye injury in dogs 
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and cats. They can cause a 
great deal of irritation and 
discomfort for your pet. 
Diagnosis involves exami-
nation of the eye and cor-
nea, and direct observation 
of the ulcer using a diag-
nostic stain. Treatment will 
depend to some extent on 
what caused the injury.
Glaucoma: Is one of the 
more serious eye condi-
tions that can affect dogs 
and, less commonly cats. 
It is caused by an increase 
in fluid pressure inside 
the eyeball.  The increase 
in fluid pressure causes a 
variety of effects, the most 
immediate being consid-
erable pain and the most 
serious being blindness 
that is often irreversible. 
The affected eye often 

appears swollen and seems 
to partially protrude from 
the eye socket. The eye usu-
ally has a ‘blue’ or cloudy 
appearance, a cataract is 
often evident and some-
times, the owners can see 
that the lens of the eye has 
moved position. Glaucoma 
should be regarded as an 
emergency.
Abnormalities of the eyelids 
are a common cause of eye 
disease in dogs. The eyelids 
may roll inwards so that the 
hairs of the face rub against 
the eyeball. This condition 
is called Entropion and is 
corrected by careful sur-
gery.
The Bannockburn 
Veterinary Clinic can assist 
with  your pet’s eyecare.

Have a look at bushfire fuel reduction 
plans for the Central Highlands

People living in the Central Highlands 
and surrounding areas are encouraged 

to provide feedback about the Department 
of Environment and Primary Industries’ 
(DEPI) draft fire operations plan for the 
Midlands District, which is on display until 
31 August. 
DEPI Midlands District Fire Manager 
Merydth Whitehead said over the next 
month people will be able to view the 
plans and discuss bushfire management 
in their communities with DEPI and Parks 
Victoria. 
“The plans have been developed by the 
local DEPI and Parks Victoria fire manage-
ment teams using local knowledge of the 
landscape, talking with communities, and 
sophisticated bushfire simulation technol-
ogy that helps us understand the potential 
impact of bushfires, and the effect of fuel 
reduction in reducing the impact of bush-
fires on the things communities value. 
“Local knowledge is key to building a plan 
to reduce bushfire risk which is why we are 
encouraging people to take the time and 
have a look at the plans and then discuss 
them with your local DEPI or Parks Victoria 

representative. 
“When planning each burn, we consid-
er the potential impacts on communities 
and stakeholders and we’ll make changes 
where we can, but the decision to burn is 
always driven by the need to reduce the risk 
of damaging bushfires to human life and 
property.” 
The Fire Operations Plans outline planned 
burning and other fuel reduction like slash-
ing, track works and fire break construction 
for the next three years. They are reviewed 
annually to take into account the latest 
knowledge. 
The plans are designed to be flexible, allow-
ing the timing of proposed activities over 
the three year period to change in response 
to factors such as the weather. 
The draft fire operations plans for each 
region will be on display from 1-31 August. 
To view the plan for your area visit your 
local DEPI office or Parks Victoria office or 
go to 
www.depi.vic.gov.au/burns 

The Minister for 
Planning has released 

the long awaited changes to 
the Bushfire Management 
Overlay with changes that 
effect development on 
existing and future lots. 
Most homeowners will be 
happy to hear that there is 
no longer a requirement for 
native vegetation removal 
associated with defendable 
space for dwellings This 
avoids the cost of the report 
and offsets and affects 
residential, rural living, 
farming and rural activ-
ity zones under a Bushfire 
Management Overlay.  
The main zone where you 
will need to consider the 
cost and ability to remove 
the vegetation are Rural 
Conservation Zones. 
Sites under Rural 
Conservation zones can be 
prohibitive to development 
on whether an offset can be 
found   Buyers in this situa-
tion should undertake due 
diligence to get an assess-
ment of the location risk for 
the native vegetation prior 
to a bushfire management 
report being undertaken.
Bushfire shelters are also 
exempt from native vegeta-
tion requirements and can 
be used to build in a Flame 
Zone or to construct to a 
lower level of construc-

tion. Bushfire Shelters are 
not able to be used if there 
are building design and 
land capability overlays 
on the site. The good news 
for future buyers that the 
bushfire shelter details 
including the ongoing 
compliance and mainte-
nance are registered on the 
title; so no need for “buyer 
beware”.
Another change is that 
buildings associated with 
dwellings such as a shed 
now must be over 150sqm 
to trigger a Bushfire 
Management Report.
Defendable space has been 
reduced from FFDI 120 to 
100 which has reduced the 
area required which will 
suit some sites that have 
restrictions. The Australian 
Standard AS3959-2009 
deals primarily with the 
level of radiant heat to a 
building and these changes 
have acknowledged that 
reports now must address 
the risk from flame and 
ember attack. There is more 
emphasis on the risk from 
the landscape and how it 
attributes to a potential fire 
such the elevation risks, 
foehn winds and length of 
runs for example.
For example a house with 
a forest risk with a moder-
ate effective slope of 5°-10° 

under the previous clause 
would of required for a 
BAL 29; 32m for the inner 
zone and 16m for the outer 
zone. This totals 48m which 
under the new provisions 
is now only 32m. This area 
will not require a native 
vegetation report but the 
site may need a native veg-
etation report for access 
and effluent disposal and 
this would require offsets.
In regard to landscape risk’; 
reports will now require 
the consultant to provide 
advice in relation to the 
building design to reduce 
impact from ember attack. 
In addition to this AS3959 
does not equate the wind 
risk in a fire/landscape 
issue and if this is not miti-
gated the roof edges can 
lift and enable embers to 
enter the house. If your 
home is in an area that can 
be affected by wind in a fire 
then using a qualified prac-
titioner will ensure that this 
has been taken into consid-
eration.

Julie Lee
Natural Resource Link-
qualified Bushfire 
Practitioner-Melbourne 
University.

  The search is on for 100 prams to get 
Ballarat families moving. 
This August and September, Eureka 
Mums is seeking donations of new and 
used prams for local families in need as 
part of its Push for Prams campaign. 
The volunteer-run organisation is also 
hoping to raise $2000 for pram repairs 
and restoration.  “Prams are extremely 
important to those vulnerable families 
who may only have one car per house-
hold, leaving the stay-at-home parent 
with no mode of transport,” Eureka 
Mums founder Erin Malone said. 
The Push for Prams wishlist includes sin-
gle, double, triple and even quad prams. 
“Case manager Akua from Ballarat 
Community Health recently collected a 

double pram from us for a mum who had 
not been able to leave her tiny unit as she 
didn’t have a car. The pram allowed her 
to take her toddler and newborn out for a 
walk in the fresh air,” Erin said. 
Push for Prams follows the success of 
Eureka Mums’ Coats for Kids campaign 
(which collected 238 coats in June and July) 
and Cots for Tots campaign (with 28 cots 
donated in April). 
If you have a pram you would like to 
donate, please email the make and model 
to donate@eurekamums.org To donate 
money for pram repairs or to help pur-
chase a new pram, visit.
 www.eurekamums.org 
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