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VETERAN HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING PROJECTS
GET FUNDING BOOST

and Bereavement Service. 
Maree from Tuckers is 
helping to educate the 
community by discussing 
all the funeral planning 
options currently available 
in Australia. 
“When planning ahead, 
it is important to find the 
best option suited to your 
needs. There are many 
options and gaining the 
right information can 
save money or prevent 
an expensive mistake. We 
provide a range of differ-
ent funeral plan options, 
including the facility to 
pre-plan without a finan-
cial commitment” says 
Maree. “Planning ahead 
can help to ease the 
emotional and financial 
burdens otherwise left to 
family.”
A free community talk 
is being held at 1pm on 
Thursday 5th March at 
the Meredith Community 
Centre. For more details 
contact Maree on 5221 
4788.

–consumers  are less likely 
to pick the best product for 
their circumstances or take 
value for money and long 
term costs into account.
Helping us to find the right 
information is local funeral 
company Tuckers Funeral 

products we are buy-
ing according to an ASIC 
research report.
An ASIC report released last 
year that shows most of us 
settle with the first product 
we find, trying to avoid 
being a burden on others 

PLANNING for a funeral is 
now an important step in 
retirement planning.  More 
and more Australians are 
making their own funeral 
plans, but as consumers we 
don’t have a good under-
standing of the funeral 

Eureka Mums
Rent Appeal

SOVEREIGN HILL’S ECONOMIC IMPACT REVEALED

Talking about Funerals

ON the back of Sovereign 
Hill’s recent Tourism 
Victoria Major Attraction 
Award win, the Minister for 
Regional Development, the 
Hon. Jaala Pulford MP, last 
Friday launched Sovereign 
Hill’s Economic Impact 
Study, revealing the out-
door museum’s importance 
to Ballarat and the wider 
community.
Using Sovereign Hill’s 
2012/13 operations, admis-
sion numbers and visitor 
profiles, the importance of 
Sovereign Hill to Ballarat, 
regional Victoria, and the 
wider Victorian commu-
nity, has been determined.
Sovereign Hill contributed 
$228.5 million and 1,422 
jobs (including part-time, 
casual and full-time jobs) 
in combined direct and 
indirect contribution to 
the Victorian economy in 
2012/13.
“In 2012/13, Sovereign 
Hill attracted over 700,000 

admissions, making it one 
of the largest attractions in 
regional Victoria. Its award-
winning reputation draws 
tourists to Ballarat who may 
otherwise not have visited 
the region,” says Sovereign 
Hill CEO Jeremy Johnson.  
“We’re also one of the larg-
est employers in Ballarat, 
and the training and work 
experience provided by 
Sovereign Hill contributes 
to building the overall skill 
set and productivity of the 
region,” he says.
Key areas that have 
been addressed include: 
Sovereign Hill’s economic 
contribution to Ballarat 
and Victoria, in aggregate 
and separated by its key 
attractions including Blood 
on the Southern Cross, the 
Gold Museum, Narmbool 
Farm, and Sovereign Hill 
generally; The broader 
social and cultural value 
of Sovereign Hill’s major 
attractions, including value 

associated with recreation, 
cultural heritage preserva-
tion, education, the envi-
ronment, regional tour-
ism, regional productivity 
improvements, and com-
munity cohesion generated 
by Sovereign Hill; Sovereign 
Hill’s significance to the 
growth of other Ballarat 
attractions, including Kryal 
Castle, the Museum of 
Australian Democracy at 
Eureka (M.A.D.E) and the 
City of Ballarat itself.
The Victoria Tourism 
Industry Council (VTIC) 
has applauded Sovereign 
Hill in the wake of the 
release of the economic 
impact study revealing 
the significant benefit the 
tourist attraction brings to 
Victoria.
“This significant contribu-
tion and job creation is 
realised through hotels, 
B&Bs, cafes, restaurants, 
taxis, supermarkets and in 
many other ways in Ballarat 

and throughout Victoria,” 
said VTIC Chief Executive 
Dianne Smith.
“This is a great example of 
our mantra that ‘tourism 
equals jobs’, especially in 
regional Victoria.
“This study demonstrates 
that investing in tourism 
infrastructure and product 
development provides con-
siderable returns in terms 
of employment, regional 
productivity improvements 
and community cohesion.”
More broadly, tourism 
and events are growth 
industries for Victoria and 
contribute $19.6 billion to 
the state economy each 
year and employ more than 
200,000 people.

The Hon, Jaala Pulford 
MP, Jeremy Johnson, CEO, 
Sovereign Hill, and Jane 
Nicholson, Sovereign Hill 
Board President.
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 AFTER just one year in operation, Eureka Mums has 
launched a rent appeal in a bid for more space to help 
more Ballarat families facing hardship. The volunteer-
run, grassroots organisation collects donations of new 
and used baby goods, nursery equipment and children’s 
clothing for the region’s disadvantaged families. These 
goods are distributed via partnerships with local welfare 
organisations. 

Eureka Mums’ current home – a two-car garage – is burst-
ing at the seams with donations. The Eureka Mums Rent 
Appeal has been launched in hope of raising $12,000 to 
pay for the first year’s rent of a much-bigger warehouse in 
Sebastopol. 

“Eureka Mums’ amazing growth over the past year 
couldn’t have been achieved without the wonderful sup-
port we’ve received from hundreds of people drawn from 
across the Ballarat community,” Eureka Mums fundraising 
manager Di Campbell said. 

“Donated goods re-homed via EKM have already made 
an enormous difference to dozens of local families.” “For 
a mum who has fled domestic violence with just her kids 
and clothes, this support is invaluable.” 

Eureka Mums is a sister organisation of St Kilda Mums 
(established in 2009) and Geelong Mums (2013). To donate 
to the Eureka Mums Rent Appeal, visit www.eurekamums.
org or www.gofundme.com/lh6du0 Donations over $2 are 
tax deductible.  

FOURTY projects that ben-
efit the veteran and defence 
communities have received 
a funding boost under the 
Australian Government’s 
Veteran and Community 
Grants program. 
Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs, Senator Michael 
Ronaldson, said the grants, 
worth $681,368, are sup-
porting organisations 
across the country to con-
tinue to conduct a range 
of activities, programs and 
services that enrich the 
quality of life of our veter-
ans and their families. 
“These activities, programs 
and services will enrich the 
lives of Australian veterans, 
war widows, widowers and 
their families,” Senator 
Ronaldson said. 
“A new bus to help trans-
port veterans to commem-
orative events and social 
functions, upgrades to RSL 
facilities and the establish-
ment of a drop-in centre 
are just some of the proj-
ects to receive funding. 

“These grants will make a 
real difference in helping 
our veterans, particularly 
the elderly, remain inde-
pendent, healthy and 
active,” Senator Ronaldson 
said. 
Other grants will help 
ex-service organisations 
to upgrade their office 
equipment and to conduct 
necessary renovations and 
improve their facilities. 
“The ongoing commitment 
of the men and women 
behind these organisations 
is invaluable and they are 
to be commended for their 
efforts. The day-to-day 
support they provide to 
our veteran and defence 
communities is immeasur-
able and should never be 
underestimated,” Senator 
Ronaldson said. 
“I encourage any eligible 
groups to consider how a 
grant could help deliver 
care and support to their 
local veteran and defence 
communities and apply for 
the next funding round. “


