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EUREKA MUMS SEEKS 300 
COATS FOR KIDS IN NEED

Girl Guide leader Dawn Fischer awarded

Buninyong Trees in focus Buninyong Botanic Gardens

tive. And, for the first 
time, Coats for Kids will 
form part of this year’s 
3BA Christmas in July 
Appeal and the Rug Up 
Winter Festival ( June 
20-21 at the Ballarat 
Mining Exchange). 
The 2014 Coats for Kids 
appeal collected 238 
coats and jackets in just 
six weeks, surpassing the 
initial target of 200. 
“This has, by far, been 
our most successful cam-
paign in the past,” Erin, 
herself a mother of two, 
said.
“Last year we managed 
to coats to children at 
a whole school, there 
were only 12 children at 
the school but they all 
received a coat, it was 
amazing, so the more 
coats we get the more we 
can do.”
 A volunteer-run 
organisation, Eureka 
Mums collects dona-
tions of new and pre-
loved nursery equipment 
and children’s clothing 
for less fortunate fami-
lies across the Ballarat 
region. 
These items are 
rehomed through part-
nerships with welfare 
organisations and mater-
nal and child health 
nurses. 
For more information 
about the appeal, visit 
www.eurekamums.
org, email donate@
eurekamums.org or fol-
low Eureka Mums on 
Facebook.

“But, for some families, 
the cost of purchasing 
new winter coats for sev-
eral children each year is 
just too much. 
“Coats for Kids gives chil-
dren a chance to pass on 
their too small coat and 
directly assist another 
child just like them.” 
The appeal runs from 
June 1 until July 31. 
Schools, kinders, child-
care centres and work-
places are being encour-
aged to hold coat drives 
in support of the initia-

EUREKA Mums is on a 
mission to find 300 coats 
for local children in need 
this winter. 
As part of its annual 
Coats for Kids appeal, 
the not-for-profit 
organisation is seeking 
new and pre-loved coats 
and jackets in sizes 0 to 
10. 
“As we know, the Ballarat 
winter can be windy, wet 
and icy cold,” Eureka 
Mums founder Erin 
Malone said. 

WHEN Michel le 
Donaldson, 14, started 
working on the last clause 
of her BP Award, she hadn’t 
anticipated the eventual 
results.  Her challenge was 
to research a Leader and 
illustrate her special contri-
bution to Guiding.

In secret, she chose to 
research the Unit Leader 
of the 1st Sebastopol Girl 
Guides, Dawn Fischer, and 
to provide this information 
as a PowerPoint presenta-
tion to the girls in her unit.  
It was during this research 
that Michelle discov-
ered that Dawn began her 
Guiding leadership in 1980 
and she thought that this 
35 years of service was wor-
thy of recognition.  As well 
as completing the required 
clause, Michelle also went 
on to organise a small cer-
emony with her unit to 
acknowledge the occasion, 
inviting District Guiding 
and Scouting representa-
tives.

Guides Victoria were happy 
to support the recognition 
and sent a congratulatory 
letter and certificate. 

Lynne Emblim, State 
Commissioner said: “This 
represents a most wonder-
ful achievement and truly 
a sign of your dedication 
and commitment.  The 
countless hours you have 
given to Guiding are very 

THE 2015 Friends of 
the Buninyong Botanic 
Gardens annual winter 
luncheon is scheduled for 
Saturday 13 June and will 
be celebrating the fifth 
year of the event with a 
special presentation by 
Dr Tim Entwisle, Director 
and Chief Executive 
of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne.  
Dr Entwisle willpresent 
his talk that will focus on 
the management of trees, 
which are the major com-
ponent of the Buninyong 
Gardens.
The talk is entitled, ‘Dr 
Tim Entwisle is a mur-
derer: The telling tale of 
ten trees, ten years ago’, 
a topic that is especially 
timely for the Buninyong 
Botanic Gardens as it 
addresses the difficulties 
in dealing with senes-
cent trees and commu-
nity responses when old 
trees have to be put to 
the axe.  There are cur-
rently nine poplars in the 
Gardens that Council has 
to remove and a number 
of other stately trees that 
are over 100 years old 
and will require removal 
in years to come.  
Dr Entwisle told The 
Miner, “All trees have 
their use-by date and we 
must look ahead to strat-
egies for replacing trees 
and keeping the Gardens 
dynamic and pleasur-
able.”

much appreciated. You are 
a role model for others in 
Guiding”.

Michelle had discovered 
that Dawn had unceremo-
niously made her original 
Guide Promise whilst iron-
ing her uniform in prepara-
tion for a Guide activity. 

She organised for Dawn 
to renew her Promise to 

Ballarat District Leader, 
Astrid Bahr. 

She was also presented 
with a 35 year service badge
and certificate. 

Dawn, who had spent 
the day running around in 
preparation for the weekend 
camp, was totally unaware
of the secret arrangements.

Eureka mums founder Erin Malone looking for coats.

BADMINTON WEEKLY PENNANT RESULTS  
     
MONDAY NIGHT;  C GRADE- Rotating Doubles  
Top 5    
Nicole Hall 124 
Scott McIntyre 117 
Craig Stevens 116 
Paul James 113 
Scott Cameron 112 
      
MONDAY NIGHT; VETERANS    
Top 5    
Neil Chiswell 124 
Andrew Keifel 124 
Danny Elliott 121 
Neil Henderson 114 
Scott Aldrich 114 
      
TUESDAY- MIDWEEK LADIES    
Jillaroos  3/168 Def  Diamonds     3/148 
Hockeyroos 4/176 Def  Dolphins       2/166 
Opals  4/180 Def  Matildas        2/146 
      
TUESDAY NIGHT; A GRADE    
Heat  6/308 Def   Thunder      2/250 
Strikers  5/308 Def   Poo Shooters 3/285 
Scorchers 5/322 Def   Renegades 3/275 
      
TUESDAY NIGHT;  LADIES- Rotating Doubles  
Top 3    
Madelon Ford 84 
Karli New 77 
Jeanette Holland 68 
      
WEDNESDAY NIGHT; VETERANS    
Sydney  8/292 Def   Darwin 8/279 
Brisbane 11/406 Def   Melbourne 11/376 
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Michelle Donaldson and Dawn Fischer at a surprise 
awards night.

Dr Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne.


