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BY RUBY STALEY

CURRENTLY showing in 
Ballarat’s Art Space on Lydiard 
Street, local artist Jade Walsh has 
collated a series of mixed medium 
pieces for her exhibition titled, 
Romantic Threads. 

Running until 3 April, Walsh’s 
colourful large-scale paintings aim 
to tell stories of infatuation, love 
and heartbreak through a variety of 
forms and mediums.

“The title refers to the stories 
behind each piece which is often 
to do with romance, dating or 
heartbreak, all of which I usually 
talk about,” Walsh said.

“I got a Ballarat Foundation grant 
to do some bigger work, so they 
supported me with the cost of going 
big but it was a bit of a challenge.

“They are for sale, sold a few 
which helps, people who know 
my work have enjoyed seeing my 
work bigger rather than seeing my 
normal smaller sized pieces.”

Showing pieces both new and 
old, Walsh said she utilised a 
range of techniques including text, 
paintings, screen prints, drawing 
and mixed mediums to pull the 
show together.

“It’s a collection of 

autobiographical stuff, but there’s 
also my friend’s stories and 
conversations in there too, for 
instance, the piece incorporating 
the sewn in text are snippets from 
conversations I’ve actually had,” 
Walsh said. 

“Sometimes, I’m worried that 
my art is too girly, too honest and 
too personal but I’m going to push 
that further and encourage power 
to women, power to us.

“As women, we should be able to 
be confident in our work, that’s why 
I do art, is to connect, if someone 
can have a laugh or feel connected, 
I want them to feel good.”

In addition to her bold canvases 
and bright mixed medium pieces, 
Walsh said she also wanted 
to incorporate an interactive 
component to allow audiences to 
share their own stories of love. 

“I love hearing other people’s 
stories and I read a book called 
Public Love which opened me up 
to some really frank, direct stories 
with people’s experiences with 
love,” she said.

“I love a bit of interactive 
participation and I also make zines, 
so I’m going to make a zine out of 
the stories which people write down 
and submit.”

Interweaving love 
stories into art

Heart art: Artist Jade Walsh in her current Art Space exhibit. Photo: RUBY STALEY
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BY ALISTAIR FINLAY

TWO philanthropic groups have 
recently made donations to post-
natal support organisation Eureka 
Mums.

A combined $4000 was 
recently gifted by the Freemasons 
Foundation and the No. 23 
Masonic Social Committee of the 
Sturt-Buninyong United lodge to 
buy infant car seats.

Eureka Mums gives away about 
200 car seats a year including 
reversible models for newborns to 
four year olds, as well as toddler 
seats and booster seats that are 
used for children up to age eight.

The money was raised in part 
through the Lodge’s annual 
fruit sale where produce is 
purchased in bulk from a grower 
in Shepparton, driven to Ballarat 
on a truck donated by Hewitt  
& Whitty and then packed 
and sold by Masons and their 
supporters.

Since 1999 the annual fruit sale, 
which couldn’t go ahead last year 
due to COVID, has seen more 
than $60,000 donated to various 
community groups and activities 
in and around Ballarat.

Meanwhile, Ballarat’s Order of 

St John also made a donation to 
Eureka Mums with a cheque for 
$500 gifted to the organisation.

The Order of St John money 
is set to be used on refurbishing 
cots, car restraints and prams, 
with the money raised via 
group’s Christmas breakup where 
members sold plants and books.

Eureka Mums will soon be 
starting its Mothers’ Day drive, 
when full-size toiletries are 
sought so children can gift them 
to their mums on Mothers’ Day. 
Visit eurekamums.org for  
more info.

EUREKA MUMS 
backed by donations

Take a seat: Ken Jenkin president No. 
23 Masonic Social Committee, Trinsa 
Lewis operations manager at Eureka 
Mums, Doug Williams secretary/
treasurer of the committee and Ian 
Judd committee member at the 
donation handover. Photo: SUPPLIED


