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NEWS 

Charity's wintry woes 
ANTHONY PIOVESAN 

AWARD-WINNING charity 
Eureka Mums are pleading 
for help to install a heating 
system at their warehouse, 
without it has left volunteers 
cold and frustrated in the 
winter months. 

The group of mums were 
crowned with the Victoria 
Day Award for Public and 
Community Service by a Vic
torian Organisation 2016 in 
Melbourne last Friday. 

But the not-for-profit in
itiative headed back up to 
Ballarat to continue their 
award-winning work, in the 
cold. 

The charity aims to share 
the joy of parenthood while 
encouraging the need to 
recycle by collecting, sorting 
and redistributing essential 
nursery equipment, clothing, 
books and toys for children. 

Eureka Mums operations 
manager Trinsa Lewis said 
the award is a great achieve
ment, but the well-being of 
volunteers working in a cold 
warehouse was a concern. 

"It's quite an honour to 
receive the award, especially 
considering how young our 
organisation is. 

LEFT IN THE COLD: No tieating at the Eureka Mums wars house forces volunteer Bridget Veld and her one-year-old 
son to rug up. Picture: Luka Kauzlaric 

"But the cold conditions 
still need to be addressed, 
most of our volunteer mums 
have children which they 
bring along so it's not just our 
volunteers struggling, but 
also the children," Ms Lewis 
said. 

Eureka mums volunteer 
and mother of an 18 month-
old son Bridget Veld said vol
unteering at the Sebastopol 

warehouse can be a tricky 
situation for both herself and 
her son. 

"You have to bring along 
many supplies just to keep 
warm, and it limits your 
movement especially when 
you're trying to move around 
cots and prams, tasks you 
want to do with more free
dom," Ms Veld said. 

Some volunteer mums. 

including Ms Veld, face no 
other alternative but to bring 
their children along. 

"There is a lot to juggle and 
some of us have no babysit
ting option so we bring the 
children along and ensure 
they are warm and rugged 
up," she said. 

Ms Veld alleges the ware
house in winter is "not that 
much colder than outside," 

and also has no cooling for 
the summer. 

Operations manager Ms 
Lewis said Eureka Mums is 
currently in the process of 
getting quotes for a heating 
system, and are hoping to 
raise $3,000. 

Clunes 
set for 
NBN 
network 
NATIONAL Broadband Net
work installation works are 
set to begin in Daylesford and 
Clunes in coming months. 

More than 2800 homes 
across Daylesford and Hep
burn Springs will receive a fi-
bre-to-the node service, with 
900 premises in Clunes also 
set to be connected to FTTP. 

An NBN spokesperson 
wouldn't confirm an exact 
date for the start of works, but 
said the roll-out remained on 
track as part of the NBN's lat
est three-year-plan for 2015-
2018. 

The plan outlines works to 
commence in the two tovras 
in the third quarter of 2016. 

Hepburn Shire Coun
cil acting chief executive 
Grant Schuster said the 
introduction of NBN will 
be a considerable boost for 
the townships. 

"Any improvement in 
communications that are 
available to businesses and 
residents will greatly im
prove our ability to live and 
work," he said. 


