
SCOUTS BSA SUMMER CAMP PACKING LIST  
 
 

WEATHER FORECAST 

Temperature Highs Temperature Lows Inclement Weather? 

 
 
 

  

 
Note: if available, sign up for the Summer Camp’s emergency text or other alert. 
Note: this packing list assumes temperature lows in the 60s or above; make adjustments if the nights 
will be cooler. 
 
TROOP’S PACKING REQUIREMENTS 

Make sure you cross-check this packing list against the list your troop recommends/requires. What 
items are allowed/banned? Must most everything be packed in a footlocker that can fit under a cot? 
What are those dimensions? 
 
This list assumes most items will be packed in a footlocker, except for a sleeping bag, daypack and 
camp chair. 
 
DEPARTURE DAY 

Meeting location  

Meeting time  

Scout’s attire  

 
Note: Is the Scout supposed to be dressed in Class A uniform or other attire upon arrival at Camp? 
 

Checklist of items to bring on departure day: 

• Footlocker with lock 

• Bag with sleeping items (e.g., stuff sack, small duffel bag or trash bag) 

• Day pack 

• Camp chair 

• Other?  __________________________________________________________________ 

• Other?  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note: here is an example of a durable, plastic footlocker with rolling wheels that can be locked: 
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Sterilite-Footlocker-Black/16415912 
Note: recommend using a combination vs. key lock for the footlocker, as a key can be lost. Make sure 
ahead of time that the lock fits (some locks may be too big). 
Note: adjust this list as necessary. 
 
 
LABELING 
 
Label packed items according to any directions the troop has given the Scout. At a minimum, label the 
departure day items listed above and anything of value. Recommend at least labeling items with the 
Scout’s full name and troop number. 

https://www.walmart.com/ip/Sterilite-Footlocker-Black/16415912


I.       FOOTLOCKER 
 
Note: Clear plastic storage boxes are great for organizing items in the footlocker. Recommend ones 
with latched lids that stay on better. Get a size that efficiently uses space in the footlocker and stack 
them. You can also use plastic bags for organizing items like clothing. 
 

IMPORTANT ITEMS 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Face mask(s), hand 
sanitizer, etc. 

COVID-19 protection.   

Copy of Scout’s Annual 
Health & Medical Record 

form & insurance card 

Don’t assume the Camp got a 
copy! Your Scout will not be 

allowed to attend without it. 

  

Medications & copy of 

medication consent form 

If Scout is on any 

medication(s). 
  

In a Ziplock bag: Scouts 
BSA Handbook, a few 
pens, small notepad 

Ziplock bag will protect items 
against rain and dirt, plus 
keep everything together. 

  

Any written materials 
troop gave Scout to bring 
to Camp (put any loose 
papers on list in a 2 
pocket folder or similar 
item) 

For example, activities and 
merit badge classes Scout is 
signed up for, troop 
expectations and rules 
(behavior, COVID-19, etc.). 
Optional: clipboard. 

  

Copy of Camp Program 
Guide 

Print from Camp’s website, 
along with anything else that 
seems important. 

  

Money for snacks, 
drinks, etc. at Camp 
trading post 

Put money in a Ziplock bag 
labeled with your Scout’s full 
name, troop #, & dollar 
amount; also include the lock 
combination for the footlocker 
on a piece of paper. 

  

Important phone 
numbers if not bringing a 
cell phone (if allowed) 

Optional: envelopes, stamps, 
paper and addresses for 
sending mail. 

  

    

    

 
Note: Some troops may require that an adult hold the younger Scouts’ money for safekeeping. 
 



CLOTHES & SHOES 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Class A Uniform If required by troop. Shirt, 
kerchief, slide, shorts 
(pants?), belt and socks. 
Troop may require that Scout 
wear uniform for rank 
advancement review and 
certain events. 

  

Class B uniform If required/optional. E.g., 
troop t-shirt. 

  

Short-sleeved t-shirts    

Long-sleeved shirts Optional, depending on 
weather. May want for 
evening. 

  

Shorts    

Long pants Optional, depending on 
weather. May want for 
evening. 

  

Undergarments & socks    

Hoodie, sweater or 
lightweight jacket 

Optional, depending on 
weather. May want for 
evening. 

  

Sleepwear Optional   

Tennis shoes and/or 
closed-toe sandals 

Bring 2 pairs in case 1 pair 
gets wet or muddy. Pack 
each pair in a Ziplock bag. 

  

Flip flops Optional. For shower or pool. 
Pack in a Ziplock bag. 

  

    

    

 
Note: Typically, Scouts will not wear a new clean outfit every day! Daywear is often sleepwear. Plus, 
there probably will not be room to pack that much clothing. Consider packing clothes for half the 
number of days the Scout will be at Camp. The exception: undergarments and socks. 
 
 
 
 



EATING 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Plate, bowl & spork (or 
spoon & fork) 

Some activities may include 
eating outside the dining hall. 

  

Cup For drinks other than water. 
Pack a water bottle in 
daypack. 

  

Snacks Optional. Find out if camp has 
a trading post where Scouts 
can purchase snacks, drinks, 
etc. If packing snacks, make 
sure to pack in airtight 
container to keep out bugs, 
and don’t bring anything that 
can melt. 

  

    

    

 
 

SWIMMING 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Swim trunks/suit    

Swim towel Can double as a towel for 

washing up. 
  

Sunscreen Lotion and/or spray, high SPF   

Swim shirt Optional   

Goggles Optional   

Water shoes Recommend if doing any lake 
activities like canoeing. 

  

    

    

 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST AID & PROTECTION AGAINST ELEMENTS 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Small first aid kit Optional. Troop and Camp 
will have first aid kits, but 
Scout may want a few 
personal items. E.g., aloe 
vera, bandages, Neosporin, 
tick remover, anti-itch cream. 

  

Mosquito repellent  Some camps only allow non-
aerosol, to protect the canvas 
on cabins. Repellent 
bracelets can be worn on 
wrists and ankles and provide 
day-long coverage. 

  

Raingear Depending on forecast and 
temperatures, pack a poncho 
or rain jacket with pants. 

  

Hat, bandana Optional, but good protection 
against the sun. 

  

Sunglasses, strap, case Optional   

    

    

 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Quiet time / rainy days Optional ideas: book, playing 
cards, activity book, Rubik’s 
cube, notepad and pen for 
writing/drawing, travel games 
like checkers 

  

Outdoor fun Optional ideas: Nerf ball, 
frisbee, plastic bat and ball 

  

    

    

 
Note: Coordinate with some other Scouts and have everyone bring one item for outdoor fun. 
 
 



TOILETRIES 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Toothbrush & paste    

Shampoo & conditioner Use small travel bottles, or 1 
bottle that contains both. 

  

Body wash Use small travel bottle.   

Hand towel Can use swim towel for 

showering. 
  

Hygiene & grooming 

products 

E.g., deodorant, nail clipper, 

face lotion, lip balm 
  

Mirror & comb    

Wet wipes, hand 
sanitizer, Kleenex 

   

    

    

 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Flashlight & extra 
batteries 

Some Scouts prefer a 
headlamp to a flashlight. 

  

Pocket knife & Tote N’ 
Chip  

Optional. Any requirements 
for maximum knife length?  

  

Hanger & clothes pins for 
Class A uniform 

Optional   

Laundry bag(s) (e.g., 
trash bag) 

For wet and dirty clothes.   

Watch Optional. Helps Scout get to 
events on time. 

  

Extra trash bag, Ziplock 
bags 

Optional   

    

    



CABIN AMENITIES 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Battery-powered fan & 
extra batteries 

Optional. For better sleeping 
at night if hot out. 

  

Lantern & extra batteries Optional   

Blanket or small rug for 
cabin floor 

Optional. Avoid wood 
splinters and dirt. 

  

Small lightweight, folding 
camp table 

Optional. Look for aluminum 
ones in camping section at 
stores.  

  

Small whisk brush & pan Optional. Sweep out cabin, 
brush away spiders, etc. 

  

    

    

 
Note: Your Scout will probably know ahead of time who s/he will be sharing a cabin with. The parents 
can always coordinate and divvy up some of these items.  

 
II.      BAG WITH SLEEPING ITEMS 
 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Sleeping bag Summer weight, unless 
camping in colder 
temperatures. 

  

Pillow  Optional: pillowcase   

Sheet    

Blanket Optional. If camping in colder 

temperatures, may want one. 
  

    

    

 
Note: Smaller items may fit in footlocker. 
Note: Assumes Scout will be sleeping on a cot. If not, may need some type of sleeping pad. 
 
 
 
 



III.     DAYPACK 
 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Lunch, drink, and/or 

money 

Is the troop stopping to eat on 
the way to Camp? Does the 
Scout need a packed lunch 
and drink, and/or some 
money? 

  

Water bottle One that does not leak.   

Cell phone & charger Allowed to bring?   

Other Any items from footlocker list 
the Scout wants in daypack 
for Camp arrival. 

  

    

    

 
Note: Scouts may be asked to pack their swim trunk/suit someplace easily accessible if they are doing 
the swim test upon arrival. 
 

IV.    CAMP CHAIR 
 

ITEM NOTES YOUR COMMENTS PACKED? 

Camp chair 
A collapsible chair with cup 
holder, in a carrying bag with 
strap, works great at camp. 

  

 

 
DO NOT BRING LIST 
 
Your troop will likely have its own list of items that Scouts are not allowed to bring to Camp, but here is 
a typical list: 
 

• Electronics 

• Valuables    

• Glass    

• Lighters, matches, candles, incense, punks, firecrackers    

• Snappers, water balloons, slingshots    

• Tobacco, alcohol, inappropriate literature/pictures.    
 
 


