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Accent A distinctive feature that accentuates the look and style of a garment. Can be a
touch of color, embroidery, etc, that makes a look unique.

Appliqué Cutting shapes from textile fabrics and attaching them to another fabric or
garment in order to decorate the base material. The ornamental fabrics are most
often sewn to the base fabric, but may also be attached with adhesive. Quilts are
frequently made with Appliqué patterns, and fabric artists and fashion designers
often use this technique.

Batwing Sleeves Exaggerated sleeves that are fitted at the wrist and gradually widen to be full
under the arm. May also be referred to as a dolman sleeve.

Bell Sleeve A bell sleeve is a standard sleeve that flares out from the elbow or upper arm to
create a bell shape.
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Bias/Bias Cut Bias is the diagonal direction of a woven fabric. Unless woven from stretch yarns,
fabrics stretch more in the bias direction than in the length or width. Designers can
take advantage of this stretch by manipulating the fabric so that the bias areas fall
in ways that cause the designs to fit the body more closely or drape into soft folds.

Bishop Sleeve A long sleeve that fullness in the sleeve and is held by cuff at wrist.

Blazer A jacket with long sleeves and lapels. Blazers can be worn formally or casually.

Boat Neck A high, wide, straight neckline that runs straight across the front and back, meeting
at the shoulders having the same depth in the front and back.

Body-Con/Bodycon Short for “body-conscious,” this is a tight-fitting silhouette that emphasizes the
contours of the body.

Bodysuit A close-fitting one-piece garment that covers the body but not the legs, similar to
a one-piece swimsuit. Frequently made of a stretch knit material.

Braiding A trim, binding or embroidery that can be applied to embellish or pattern a
garment, from the hem to a free-style design.

Burnout A lightweight knit fabric created by combining two different yarns, then destroying
part of one type of yarn (often by dissolving it) to create a finished product with a
partially-sheer pattern.
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Boxy Square in shape with minimal tailoring.  Most commonly seen on jackets, a boxy-cut
lends an androgynous element as silhouettes remain undefined.

Cableknit Knit in a raised loop stripe resembling a twisted cable. A popular style of knitted
sweater.

Caftan A full-length garment with elbow-length or long sleeves consisting of a loose,
usually brightly colored waist-length or ankle-length tunic.

Camisole/Camisole
Top

A waist length undergarment worn over a bra. Blouses or tops that are cut in a style
similar to the historic camisole are called camisole tops.
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Cardigan A knitted, woolen garment similar to a jacket with button or zipper fastening down
front. Worn by men or women and named after James Thomas Brudenell, 7th Earl of
Cardigan.

Chandelier Earrings Multi-tier earrings that dangle from the earlobes. They often bear a resemblance to
the shape of chandeliers.

Chemise Loose fitting dress that hangs straight from the shoulders without a defined waist.

Chevron The general shape of a 'V' or a triangular shape used in design.

Cocktail-Length Falls just above to just below the knee.

Cold-Shoulder Top A top that features decorative cutouts at the shoulders.

Dart A V-shaped tuck that is sewn into a garment to shape it. Darts are often found at
the bustline, shoulder, waist, and hipline of garments.

Distressed An area of fabric that has been artificially aged or worn. Commonly used on
denim.
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Dolman Sleeve A sleeve that is very wide at the armhole and tight at the wrist often cut in one
piece with the bodice.

Drop Waist A style of dress where the waistline is moved down, usually to the top of the hips;
because it elongates the torso it can make you look taller, and if the bodice is not
fitted it can mask thick waistline.

Embellishment Something that embellishes any clothing, shoes or accessories and is ornamental. It
is typically sewn on or attached upon any given material.

Eyelets A small hole or perforation that is used as a fastening, with a cord or hook. Usually
the eyelet is set with a metal, cord or fabric ring. The ‘little eye’ ring reinforces the
hole and prevents it from stretching, while the small eye is for threading lace, string
or rope through.
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Faux Any synthetic fabric or material that mimics the look and feel of the genuine item.
Examples include faux leather, faux fur or faux pearls.

Flocking The application of raised fibers to a contrasting fabric. This produces a decorative
textured print.

Fluted Hem A popular feminine shape, which encompasses super slim pencil skirt that flairs out
at the knees or below, in a style that evokes both the mermaid shape and a love of
dancing.

Flutter Sleeves Short, loose sleeves that fall in folds over the upper arm.

Fray When raw edges of a fabric start to unravel.

French Cuffs Cuff on a sleeve that is folded over itself and is usually larger than a regular shirt
cuff.

French Hook A curved metal clasp used as a fastener on many earrings. It hangs from the
earlobe without closure.

Frog A decorative closure for a garment that is made from cord or braid. On one side of
the area to be closed, a loop is made and on the other, a large, ornamental knot.
The knot passes through the loop. This style of closing is often used in Chinese-
influenced designs.
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Grommets Circular rings with center holes to pass ties or laces through.

Halter A strap by which the bodice of a sleeveless dress or top is fastened or held behind
at the neck, leaving the shoulders and back bare.

Henley A collarless pullover shirt, characterized by a 4-6" long slit beneath the round
neckline, usually having 2-5 buttons.

Herringbone A V-shaped weave resembling the skeleton of a herring fish.  A popular pattern for
tweed and wool outerwear.
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Hem The lower edge of a part of a garment that has been finished off with some type of
sewing to cover the raw edge. Among the more common types of hems are: plain
hem that is turned up and sewn into place; rolled hem used on sheer or delicate
fabrics and rolled up by hand into a narrow hem that is sewn with small hand
stitches; and faced hem, which is finished with a piece of fabric sewn to the
bottom of the garment edge and then turned up to the underside and sewn into
place.

High-Low A hem that is short in the front and long in the back. Frequently used on skirts,
shirts, and dresses.

Houndstooth A duotone textile pattern of checks and four-pointed shapes, used particularly for
outerwear, jackets, and skirts.

Ikat A handicraft where the yarns are carefully tie-dyed in a particular design before
they are woven together.

Inseam The seam on the inside of the leg of a pair of pants. Also refers to the length of this
seam.

Jumpsuit A one-piece garment consisting of a top with attached pants.

Keyhole Neckline Keyhole necklines are a style of neckline similar to a halter-neck, where the
converging diagonals of the neckline’s construction meet at the front. But rather
than there being solid fabric here, keyhole necklines have a central cutaway — the
keyhole — just below the collarbone.

Lapel An extension of the collar in a jacket that folds out. The width and length of the
lapel varies widely from season to season and designer to designer.
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Laser-Cut A modern technique for cutting openwork patterns into fabric or leather using
laser-equipped computerized equipment.

Lining The inner layer used to cover the inside of garment. Usually of a soft, smooth fabric
- the right lining can add give an outfit a more flattering fall.

Little Black Dress
(LBD)

A black cocktail dress that has become a fashion staple after being first
introduced by Coco Chanel. Reinvented every season.

Lobster Clasp A jewelry clasp that uses a claw-shaped hook to catch the loop on the opposite
end of the chain.
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Mandarin Collar A small, close fitting and upright collar.  Originating from traditional Chinese
garments, it is used in oriental-inspired collections and to create a minimalist feel.

Marled A yarn spun from one or more colors. Marled yarn is often used in the creation of
knit sweaters.

Matte A smooth, even finish free from shine or highlights. Often used on watches and
other accessories.

Midi Skirt/Midi Dress A skirt or dress with a hemline that ends anywhere from just below the knee to just
above the ankle.

Monochromatic The use of a single color.

Necklines Necklines outline of the upper edge of a garment —obviously — around or below
the neckline. They come in many varieties of style from the low to the high, the
square, the V, the halter, the sweetheart, the turtle, the polo and the scoop, to
name a few.

Ombré A gradual change of one shade from dark to light (also referred to as degradé).

Opaque Non transparent or sheer.
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Paperbag Waist A loose, pleated waistline that gives the impression of a scrunched bag when
gathered at the waist.  Adding volume at the same time as defining silhouettes, the
paperbag waist emanates an effortless, insouciant cool.

Peek-a-boo Any part of a garment that has been cut-out to reveal skin or underwear.

Pintucks A pleat that has been stitched down along the length of a very narrow width (no
more that a few millimeters). A popular technique to create added texture.

Piping Piping is a trim or edging formed by sewing a thin strip of folded fabric — typically
bias binding — into a narrow tube and attaching it to the edge of a piece of fabric.
It can also include cord to give it extra body. Piping is often used to define or
reinforce the style lines of a garment.
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Placket A slit or opening in a garment that allows room for the garment to be put on.
Plackets are most commonly found at the neck, the wrist, the top of a skirt, or the
front of trousers. They can be finished with a hem or overlapping pieces that allow
the placket to be hidden. Closures, such as buttons, snaps, hooks, zippers, or velcro
are often incorporated into a placket.

Pointelle A delicate open-knit pattern.

Princess Seams Long seams often found on the bodice of women’s garments, allowing for a
contoured fit without the use of darts.

Puckered Puckered is when something tightly gathers into wrinkles or small folds — it can be
a face or fabric. A wrinkled, tightly stitched piece of cloth may be a deliberate
design feature, but more than not it is something to be smoothed out, much like the
facial expression.

Rickrack Rickrack is a popular zigzag braid that can be woven in various widths, colours or
fabric types to edge clothes and curtains. Think Little House on the Prairie for this
style of waved braid.

Rise The measurement of a pair of pants from waistband to seam.

Romper A one-piece garment consisting of a top with attached shorts.

Ruching Current fashion descriptions use the term ruching to refer to clothing with large
areas of fullness, gathered to form a rippled effect. Historically, ruching was a
trimming made by pleating bands of fabric and stitching the pleats in place. These
bands were sewn onto various parts of the garment.
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Seam In sewing, the place where two pieces of fabric are joined. This creates a more or
less visible line on the surface of a garment.

Sheath Dress A simply shaped straight, fitted dress containing darts for a streamlined silhouette.

Shelf Bra A lightly supportive built-in bra. Frequently included as a part of tank tops or
dresses.

Shirring (Aka Ruching) A gathering made in cloth by drawing the material up on parallel rows of short
running stitches.
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Silhouette Key shapes a designer uses in his show. Popular silhouettes are A-line, H-line, Bell
shaped, Empire line, etc.

Slip Dress A women’s dress that closely resembles a slip or petticoat. It traditionally has
spaghetti straps.

Smocking Decoratively gathered or shirred fabric that is used to shape a garment and create
an elastic effect.

Sweetheart Neckline A low-cut neckline with two curves over the bust, making the bodice look heart-
shaped.

Tapered Tapered, for edges, hems, heels or seams, is when the shape diminishes or reduces
in thickness at one end, tapering to a point.

Tea Length Falling from the middle of the calf to the ankle.

Three-Quarter Length
Sleeve

Falls at or just above or below the elbow.

Whiskering On denim, refers to crease lines around the pockets and knees that are created by
laser or hand-brushing.

Yoke The part of the garment around the neckline on the front and the back.  It is often
appliquéd with jewels or appears as an inserted, contrasting fabric.
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