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Acrylic A manufactured fiber; its major properties include a soft, wool-like feel, machine
washable and dryable and excellent color retention.

Angora The hair of the Angora goat or Angora rabbit. Also known as Angora mohair.

Bamboo Fabric Bamboo fabric is a natural textile made from the pulp of the bamboo grass.
Bamboo fabric is light and strong, has excellent wicking properties, and is to some
extent antibacterial.

Boucle A knit or woven fabric with varying loose loops that create a luxurious nubby
texture. The fabric has a looped, knotted surface.
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Burlap A loosely constructed, heavy weight, plain weave fabric. It has a rough hand.

Canvas A strong, durable, closely woven cotton fabric.

Cashmere A natural fiber obtained from the soft fleecy undergrowth of the Kashmir goat.  A
luxury fiber with a very soft hand.

Chambray A plain smooth woven fabric that can be made from cotton, silk, or manufactured
fibers, but is most commonly cotton. It is made by weaving white or unbleached
threads across a colored warp - used most commonly for shirts.

Chenille A fuzzy yarn whose pile resembles a caterpillar. Used mainly for decorative fabrics,
embroidery, tassels and rugs. Sometimes used broadly to define a fabric woven
from chenille yarns.

Chiffon Lightweight, extremely sheer and airy, plain-weave fabric of silk, nylon or rayon,
containing highly twisted fibers.

Corduroy A durable cloth usually made of cotton pile fabric with vertical cut pile ribs (or
wales), usually made with cotton pile fabric, running the length or width of the
fabric. The ribs are produced by weft yarns that are carried over the fabric face
and then cut.

Cotton A white vegetable fiber used to produce many types of fabric for hundreds of
years. Cotton fabric feels good against the skin regardless of the temperature or
the humidity.
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Crepe Used to describe all kinds of fabrics; wool, cotton, silk, rayon, synthetics and blends
that have a crinkle, crimped or grained surface.

Denim A twill weave cotton fabric made with different colored yarns in the warp and the
weft. Due to the twill construction, one color predominates on the fabric surface.

Double Knit A weft knit fabric in which two layers of loops are formed that cannot be
separated.

Dobby A woven fabric characterized by a textured appearance and geometric patterns in
the cloth.
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Eyelet Fabric with patterned cutouts, around which stitching or embroidery may be
applied in order to prevent the fabric from raveling.

Felt A nonwoven fabric made from wool, hair, or fur, and sometimes in combination
with certain manufactured fibers.

Flannel Usually a 100% cotton short pile fabric that has been brushed on one or both sides
for softness.

Fleece Synthetic knit fabric that stretches across the grain.

Gauze A sheer, open weave fabric usually cotton or silk.

Georgette A sheer ribbed fabric that is slightly heavier than chiffon, yet provides a similar
floaty effect.

Gingham A cotton fabric, usually woven of two colored yarns in a checked design.

  

Interlock Knit Also known as T-shirt knit. It usually has stretch across the grain.

Jacquard A knit or woven fabric with simple or elaborate woven design, include brocade,
brocatelle, damask, neckwear, evening wear, formal attire, some shirtings,
tapestries, etc.
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Jersey Fabric A fabric which can be made of made of wool, silk, cotton, rayon or a synthetic.
Usually thinner or lighter weight than interlock knit with less stretch. It's stretch
properties as well as good draping and crease-resistant qualities makes it very
comfortable to wear and an ideal choice for travel and packing.

Knit Fabrics Fabrics made from only one set of yarns, all running in the same direction. Some
knits have their yarns running along the length of the fabric, while others have their
yarns running across the width of the fabric. The finished product is usually a soft,
stretchy fabric.
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Lace A fine, openwork fabric with yarns that are twisted around each other to form
complex net mesh patterns.

Lamé A fabric in which metallic thread is used or metallic finish is achieved.

Linen A natural plant fiber, linen fibers are stronger and more lustrous than cotton.

Lycra Synthetic knit fabric that stretches across the grain.

Microfibers An extremely fine synthetic fiber that can be woven into textiles with the texture
and drape of natural fiber cloth but with enhanced washability, breathability, and
water repellency.

Mohair A silk-like fibre from the hair of the Angora goat.

Nylon A synthetic fiber known for its resistance to abrasion, inherent elasticity and
strength which makes it ideal for use in upholstery fabrics. Nylon fabrics have a
tendency to pill easily and to attract surface soil.

Organza A crisp, sheer, lightweight plain weave fabric, with a medium to high yarn count,
made of silk, rayon, nylon, or polyester.

Patent Leather A leather with a hard smooth glossy coated surface.

Pique A medium weight cotton or cotton blend fabric with a pebbly weave that looks
almost like a check.
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Polyester A manufactured fiber that has high strength (although somewhat lower than nylon),
excellent resiliency, and high abrasion resistance. Low absorbency allows the fiber
to dry quickly.

Poplin A plain strong cotton fabric with very fine ribbing used in a variety of clothes such
as dresses, skirts, pants, shirts, jackets and ties for both men and women.
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Ponte A thick, tightly knit fabric that has some stretch but holds its shape. Frequently used
to create dresses, leggings and skirts.

Quilting A fabric construction in which a layer of down or fiberfill is placed between two
layers of fabric, and then held in place by stitching or sealing in a regular,
consistent, all over pattern on the goods.

Rayon A natural fiber created from wood pulp, it usually has good drape and a soft hand.

Satin With a lustrous, shiny surface, drapability depends on fiber content. Silk and rayon
satin have the best stitch results.

Seersucker A thin fabric with a woven pucker, this fabric is traditionally cotton, but can be
polyester. Because of the way the fabric is stitched, it stands away from the body
allowing air circulation, making it popular during the summer months.

Sheer Any very light weight fabric (e.g. chiffon, georgette, voile, sheer crepe). Usually has
an open weave.

Silk A natural filament fiber produced by the silkworm in the construction of its cocoon.

Slub Knit A crisp, sheer, lightweight plain weave fabric, with a medium to high yarn count,
made of silk, rayon, nylon, or polyester.

Spandex A manufactured shiny elastomeric fiber that can be repeatedly stretched over
500% without breaking, and will still recover to its original length.

Suede Soft leather with a napped surface.

Twill A fabric that shows a distinct diagonal wale on the face (e.g. denim, gabardine,
tricotine).
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Tulle Stiffened silk or synthetic netting.
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Tweed A rough, unfinished woollen fabric, of a soft, open, flexible texture,

resembling cheviot or homespun, but more closely woven. It is made in either plain
or twill weave and may have a check or herringbone pattern. Subdued, interesting
colour effects (heather mixtures) are obtained by twisting together differently
coloured woollen strands into a two- or three-ply yarn.

Ultrasuede An imitation suede fabric composed of polyester microfibers combined with
polyurethane foam in a non woven structure.

Vachetta Smooth, untreated leather commonly used for shoes or as trim on luggage and
handbags.

Vegan Leather A synthetic fabric mimicking the look and feel of genuine leather. It is durable,
stain-resistant and is sometimes washable. May also be referred to as faux leather.

Velour Soft material of short pile. Usually with a knitted back, velour resembles velvet, but
has some stretch.

Velvet With a longer pile, velvet is the most luxurious fabric. Stretch velvet has some lycra,
it can be machine washed and will not create a shine in the seat or elbows. It is
soft and rich to touch

Velveteen A cotton or cotton blend fabric with a short, dense pile. It lacks the sheen and
drape of velvet.

Viscose The most common type of rayon.

Waffle Cloth Similar to pique in texture. Waffle cloth has a honeycomb weave made on dobby
loom. Usually made of cotton.

Wool Wool is naturally stain and wrinkle resistant. It can absorb up to 40% of it's weight
in moisture without feeling damp. Wool comes in many forms including crepe,
challis, gabardine, merino, melton, jersey and worsted wool suitings.

Woven Woven fabrics are produced from virtually all types of textile fibers and threads.
The fabric is produced by weaving the perpendicular threads on a loop, the warp
and weft. The fabric is very durable and is most commonly found in upholstery
weight goods. Many different fabrics can be produced by varying the types of yarn
used. Woven fabrics do not stretch unless the threads used are elastic.
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