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Ampules 
 

Ampules are composed entirely of glass. Once an ampule is broken, it becomes an 

open system, single-use container. Since air or fluid may now pass freely in and out of 

them, the volume of fluid removed does not have to be replaced with air. 

Before an ampule is opened, any solution visible in the top portion (head) should be 

moved to the bottom (body) by one of the following methods: 

• Swirling the ampule in an upright position 

• Tapping the head with one’s finger 

• Inverting the ampule and then quickly swinging it into an upright position. 

To open an ampule properly, its neck should be cleansed with an alcohol swab and 

the swab should be left in place. This swab can prevent accidental cuts to the fingers 

as well as spraying of glass particles and aerosolized drug. The head of the ampule 

should be held between the thumb and index finger of one hand, and the body should 

be held with the thumb and index finger of the other hand. Pressure should be 

exerted on both thumbs, pushing away from oneself in a quick motion to “snap” the 

ampule open at the neck. 

Ampules should not be opened toward the HEPA filter of the laminar airflow 

workbench or toward other sterile products within the workbench. Extreme pressure 

may result in crushing the head between the thumb and index finger. Therefore, if the 

ampule does not open easily, it should be rotated so that pressure on the neck is at a 

different angle. 

To with draw medication from an ampule, it should be tilted and the bevel of the 

needle placed in the corner space (or shoulder) near the opening. Surface tension 

should keep the solution from spilling out of the tilted ampule. The syringe plunger is 

then pulled back to withdraw the solution. 

The use of a filter needle eliminates glass or paint chips that may have fallen into a 

solution from being drawn up into the syringe. Sometimes, a medication (e.g., a 

suspension) may need to be withdrawn from an ampule with a regular needle; a filter 

needle should then be used to push the drug out of the syringe. In all cases, the same 

filer needle should not be used for both withdrawing and injecting, since it will mollify 

the filtering effort. 
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Opening ampules and extracting medication 

  
Introduction Ampules are small, sealed containers for medication. They are 

composed entirely of glass and are designed to be snapped 
open at the neck. Once an ampule has been broken, it becomes 
an open system, single-use container.  
 
This topic contains the procedure to follow in order to open an 
ampul and extract medication. 

  
Procedure for 
opening an 
ampule and 
extracting 
medication 

The table below describes the steps to follow to open an 
ampule and extract medication. 

IMPORTANT: When opening an ampule always make sure to 
point it away from the HEPA filter of the laminar airflow 
workbench and away from other sterile products within the 
workbench. 

 

Step Action 

1  Ensure that any medication in the head (top 
portion) of the ampule is moved to the bottom by 
holding the ampule in an upright position and 
swirling it several times.  

 Then tap it with your finger, invert it and rapidly 
swing it back to upright. 

2 Cleanse the neck of the ampule with an alcohol swab 
and leave the swab in place on the neck. This helps 
prevent cuts to the fingers or spraying of glass 
particles and aerosolized drug. 

3 Grasp the head of the ampule between the thumb 
and index finger of one hand, and the body between 
the thumb and index finger of the other hand. 

4 Exert pressure on both thumbs, pushing away from 
yourself to snap the ampule open at the neck. 

 
Note: if ampule does not open easily, rotate it so 
pressure on the neck comes from a different angle, 
and repeat Step 4. 

  

 Continued on next page 
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Opening ampules and extracting medication, Continued 

  
Procedure for 
opening an ampule 
and extracting 
medication, 
continued 

 

Step Action 

5 Tilt the ampule and, using a syringe with a filter 
needle, place the bevel of the needle in the corner 
space near the opening. Pull back on the syringe 
plunger to extract the medication.  

 

Using a filter needle eliminates glass or paint chips 
that may have fallen into the medication from being 
drawn into the syringe. If the medication within the 
ampule requires use of a regular needle, always use 
a filter needle to push the drug out of the syringe. 

 

IMPORTANT: Never use the same filter needle for 
both withdrawing and injecting. 

 

  


