
MEDIEVAL COG SHIP

Recommended Tools

Assembly Instructions & Tips v1.0

Flush cut snips/cutter
Model Knife
Small File
Wire Brush
Heat Gun/Hair Dryer
Cyanoacrylate Glue
Hand Drill
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PREPARATION
1. Pass over the Fore Hull and Aft Hull pieces 
with a Heat Gun or Hair Dryer. Be careful not 
to use too much heat or linger on any area too 
long or the part will melt. The goal is to melt 
back any of the wispy hairs that may still be 
clinging to the pieces.

2. Scrub the Fore Hull and Aft Hull pieces with 
a moderately stiff wire brush. Test the brush 
on the under side first to make sure it doesn’t 
scratch the surface. The goal is to remove any 
remaining wisps. Take care around the rigging 
rings embedded in the corners between the 
castles and the railing.

There may be some remaining support pegs on 
the model as well as some remaining “brim” 
on the keels. Use clippers and or a knife to cut 
them away and optionally sand down any re-
maining nubs.

3. The Mast Bottom, Mast Top, Mast Tip and 
both Sail Booms were printed with a “brim” that 
may still be connecting the pieces. Separate the 
pieces and cut away any remaining brim that 
doesn’t pull off. 

Both the Mast Tip and Mast Top have sockets 
that will be partially blocked by the brim. Use 
an appropriately sized drill bit or a knife to re-
move the blocking material. 

The pin on the Mast Tip goes into the socket on 
the top of the Mast Top. You may need to either 
drill out the socket of the Mast Top, or shorten 
the length of the pin on the Mast Tip to get a 
good fit.

4. The Anchor, Helm, Aft Flag, Figurehead, 
Rudder, Winches, and Rigging pieces will be 
connected to support material. Clip away the 
supports. It may be helpful to cut away the 
supports from the base first. Take care with the 
Helm and the Winches to make sure you are not 
removing pieces of the actual part. Shave down 
any nubs left over with a knife, and optionally 
sand them down with a fine file.



1. Apply glue to the connecting surfaces of the 
Fore Hull and Aft Hull sections. They should 
slide into each other with a snug fit.
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2. Apply glue to the interior of the mast hole in 
the Aft Hull section as well as the side around 
the base of the Mast Bottom

3. Slide the Mast Bottom up through the mast 
hole in the Aft Hull from underneath. Both the 
Mast Bottom and mast hole are tapered and the 
Mast Bottom should pull through to a snug fit.



4. Apply glue to the pin on the Mast Top and 
slide into the socket on the Mast Bottom. The 
“Crows Nest” platform should be facing toward 
the rear of the ship

5. Apply glue to the pins on both of the Sail 
Booms and insert them into the sockets on the 
sides of the Mast Top

6. Apply glue to the pin on the Mast Tip and 
insert into the socket on the top of the Mast Top

7. Apply glue to the pin of the Mast Flag and 
insert into the socket on the mast tip. The Mast 
Flag should be pointing towards the front of the 
ship.
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8. Apply glue along the indentation in the back 
of the Figurehead and slide on to the keel of the 
Fore Hull.

9. Apply glue in the sockets of the Rudder and 
slide on to the keel of the Aft Hull.

10. Apply glue in the socket on the floor of the 
aft castle and insert the Helm. It will be a snug 
fit.

11. Apply glue to the flat section on the back of 
the pole of the Aft Flag and the bottom tip. Press 
the pole into the center of the wall along the 
back edge. There is a ridge on the bottom end 
of the pole that will fit snuggly into the indenta-
tion of the aft cast floor.

Glue



Glue

SAIL & RIGGING
There are many different ways to approach making a sail and adding the rigging. Feel free to get creative and 
use as little or as much of the elastic and rigging pieces as you wish. You can use the completed picture on 
the cover of this manual as an example of one way to do it.

The Rigging Deadeye and Rigging Pulleys have holes in them that may need to be slightly drilled out to ease 
pushing the elastic through. The Rigging Rings have an intentional break so that they can slide onto a sail 
and then be glued shut.

One way to make a sail is as follows:

1. Use a high quality off-white thick paper to print a design in the middle of a 8.5 x 8.5 inch square.

2. Cut the printed paper into an 8.5 x 8.5 inch square. 

3. Cut a second sheet of paper into a 8 x 8 inch square.

4. Place the smaller square on the back of the larger square and center it.

5. Fold the edges of the larger square over the smaller square and glue them down.

6. Cut 4 rectangular holes spaced out along the top edge of the sail, these can be used to wind the elastic 
through and around the sail booms to attach the sail.

7. Drill small holes at the two bottom corners and optionally two holes on the middle of each side. The Rig-
ging Rings can be slipped through these holes and then pinched and glued shut to give you places to attach 
more rigging to the sail.

8. Before attaching the sail, roll it up a few times to give it a natural curve.


