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An Irish-American artist says that Dublin
Zoo has brushed off her claim that it used
her work in its Wild Lights illuminated
lanterns exhibition without permission
or credit.

Lawyers representing Colleen Berry
Conway, who believes she is one of the
three leading Ogham artists in the world,
have written to the zoo alleging that her
work was copied. The zoo denies this and
argues that Ogham, pronounced O-um, is
not covered by copyright.

Ogham is an ancient alphabet used to
write the Gaelic language between the
4th and 6th centuries. About 400 etched-
line inscriptions survive on stone monu-
ments in Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

Conway, who is based in Connecticut,
has an online business selling Ogham art-
work on jewellery, bumper stickers and
in tattoos. She insists that — along with
Kerry jeweller Brian de Staic and Ros-
common artist Ethel Kelly — she should
be given credit for keeping interest in the
alphabet alive.

The artist saw pictures online of
Dublin Zoo’s exhibition of Chinese lan-
terns and says she immediately recog-
nised some of the Ogham words as her
original brushstrokes. 

Her lawyers sent a file to the zoo with
Conway’s images overlaid on the lanterns
to try to prove that the style of the lines
was the same.

“Replicas of my artistic paintings of
Ogham were used on those lanterns,” she
said yesterday. “I just wanted credit for it.
It’s not about the alphabet but about the
artistic interpretation and presentation.”

Lawyers for Dublin Zoo replied to Con-
way and denied her work had been used.
They said that, as the Ogham alphabet
cannot be copyrighted, any artistic ren-
dering of it was not protectable.

Conway disputes the notion that copy-
right cannot cover artistic representa-
tions of Ogham. “To say it’s just lines and
it doesn’t matter who painted them is a
slap in the face to those of us who have
dedicated so much time to preserving
this alphabet and doing artistic things
with it,” she said.

The Wild Lights installation closed on
January 12. Its theme was Irish myths and

Lights was inspired by childhood stories,
myths and legends. The Ogham lanterns
that featured contained the ancient Irish
alphabet, conveying inspirational words
to describe the essence of the featured
Irish legends.

“The ancient Irish Ogham alphabet
cannot be the subject of a copyright claim
and its inclusion, as a tiny fraction of the
Wild Lights experience, was authentic in
the context of the display.

“It is the strong view of Dublin Zoo that
they have not infringed any copyright.”

Lawyers for the zoo emailed Conway’s
representatives on January 30 to say they
did not want to engage in any further
correspondence. 

The artist says she is still taking legal
advice but has also launched a campaign
calling on the zoo’s board of directors “to
respect Ogham as an art form celebrating
Irish heritage, and to respect small
artists’ rights”.
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Keoghan is no longer ‘the last man on Earth’ 
producer, is seeking a new 
lead actor.

Keoghan, who did not 
respond to a request for a 
comment, recently finished 
filming for Green Knight, a 
version of Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight, which co-stars 
Dev Patel and Alicia 
Vikander. He is also set to 
appear alongside Angelina 
Jolie in Eternals, a Marvel 
superhero film.

The 27-year old plays a 
small-time hoodlum in Calm 
With Horses, an Irish drama 
that comes out next month. 
“Barry is a great actor,” said 
Sneider. “His career will be 
just fine.” 

Brown, the sole male survivor 
of a plague who travels to 
New York with his pet 
monkey to find a geneticist 
who might save humanity.

In 2018, FX announced 
that Keoghan was cast in the 
role of Brown, alongside 
House of Cards actress Diane 
Lane. The pilot was 
reportedly shot in Pearl River, 
New York. Last February, 
Keoghan tweeted that the 
show was “coming soon”.

However, after the 
departure of two producers, 
Y: The Last Man was delayed 
again. According to the 
Hollywood Reporter, Eliza 
Clark, the new executive 

Barry Keoghan has left the 
lead role in a television series 
about the last living man on 
Earth. 

The Irish actor, known for
films such as The Killing of a 
Sacred Deer and Dunkirk, and 
television series Chernobyl, 
left Y: The Last Man, an 
adaptation of a 
post-apocalyptic comic book, 
after American channel FX 
recast the lead role. 

Keoghan first came to 
prominence in Ireland for his 
role as a cat-killer in RTE 
drama Love/Hate. He filmed a 
pilot episode for the FX series 

in summer 2018. It was due to 
be shown in 2020 but 
Keoghan’s scenes are now 
likely to be reshot. 

FX declined to comment 
on its reason for the 
recasting. “Creatively, it 
wasn’t working, so they 
decided to retool,” said Jeff 
Sneider, a writer for US 
entertainment website 
Collider. “That’s not on Barry 
but over the course of that 
retooling, it sounds like he 
was no longer a fit.”

The TV series has 
experienced problems since 
its announcement in 2015. Y: 
The Last Man, a DC Comics 
title, tells the story of Yorick 
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legends, and it matched illuminated
depictions of characters such as the Chil-
dren of Lir with eight Ogham lanterns,
designed by a Chinese firm.

Conway said she had not contacted the
designers as she believed the liability lay
with the zoo. 

“It’s their exhibit, so my focus is just
them,” she said. “The lantern company
probably doesn’t know an awful lot about
Ogham. I can imagine it may have been
someone from the zoo who was assigned
to find the images and give them to the
company. 

“It hurts so much more that it wasn’t
some T-shirt company in Ohio that took
my work without permission or credit,
but a place dedicated to promoting Irish
culture. The denials that these are not
replicas of my work are just mind-
boggling to me — when you see the work,
it is irrefutable.”

In a statement Dublin Zoo said: “Wild
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Irish-American 
artist claims venue 
used her stylings of 
old Ogham alphabet 
without permission

Tributes paid to ‘talented, 
smart and likeable’ Flack
Caroline Flack, former 
presenter of the reality-TV 
show Love Island and winner 
of the BBC’s Strictly Come 
Dancing in 2014, was found 
dead at her London home 
yesterday. She is reported to 
have taken her own life. 

The 40-year-old stepped 
down from presenting ITV’s 
Love Island in December 
after being charged with 
assaulting her boyfriend 
Lewis Burton, 27. On Friday, 
the former professional 
tennis player had declared 
his love for Flack on 
Instagram, sharing a picture 
of the couple and writing: 
“Happy Valentines . . . Love 
you.” 

Flack was banned from 
contacting him as part of her 
bail conditions before a court 
case that had been due to 
begin on March 4. She was 
alleged to have attacked 
Burton after finding texts that 
led her to believe he had 
cheated on her.

The TV star was said to be
distressed about reports 
about the incident and her 
relationship. 

She said after appearing in

and smart and likeable 
and she will be missed. 
It’s awful.”

ITV said: “Everybody is 
shocked and saddened by 
this desperately sad news. 
Caroline was a much-loved 
member of the Love Island 
team and our sincere 
thoughts and condolences 
are with her family and 
friends.”

Flack had written about 
her past dependence on 
antidepressants and said last 
year she had been “in a really 
weird place”. 

The presenter, who had a
brief romance with Prince 
Harry, has previously 
discussed her mental health 
and battles with anxiety and 
depression. 

She said: “Everyone is 
battling something emotional 
behind closed doors — that’s 
life,” adding: “Fame doesn’t 
make you happy.” 

Josepha Madigan, the Irish
culture minister, said that the 
media had to take some 
responsibility for how they 
treated human beings in all 
walks of life.

The Samaritans helpline is 
available for free support
24 hours a day on 116 123 
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court: “It’s going to be a relief 
when I am able to give my 
side of the story, when I’m 
allowed to.”

The broadcaster Jonathan
Ross said that he was 
“very sad” to hear of Flack’s 
death. “She was talented 


