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Journey through John's
Gospel with a friend

The Word One to One

helps you get started
with the Bible.

How it works

On the left is text from

‘John’s Gospel’ — one of
the books of the Bible:

- John lived with Jesus for
three action packed years.

- We’ll read the account
of what he saw and
heard during that time.





On the right are notes to chat
through with a friend:

They highlight the main points
from John's Gospel and provide
background information from
the rest of the Bible.

Many have found that talking
these through with a Christian
friend - one toone orin a
small group - has been a
great introduction to the
historical person Jesus.





Episode 1






(God came to earth

JOHN 1:1-18

In this episode:
John’s eyewitness account
starts with an overview.

You might find this a surprising
start. We don't begin with the
baby Jesus and His famous birth.

There is no stable, no angels,
no Bethlehem... but rather
some massive claims... so
don't be surprised if it will
need some unpacking.





JOHN 1:1-18

This is what
John wrote -
read this first

! In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the
Word was God.

2 He was with God in
the beginning.

3"Through him all things
were made; without him
nothing was made that

has been made.

Then use the notes
to chat it through





EPISODE 1

The God who made
everything

John introduces us to ‘the Word':

- Twice he says the Word was there
‘in the beginning:

- So the Word existed before time,
before creation, before the beginning...

- In short... the Word is eternal.
But who or what is the Word?

- The Word is God.

- The Word is a person, see how the
sentence starts with ‘He!

- The Word, who is God and a person,
made absolutely everything, no
exceptions.

Already we’re being introduced
to the Creator!

But John's claims
for the Word go
even further...






JOHN 1:1-18

4 In him was life, and that life
was the light of all mankind.

>'The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.






EPISODE 1

But what difference does the Word
make for life?

- As Creator, the Word is the source
of physical life.

- But as we'll see, He is also the
source of eternal life.

- The Word gives understanding for
life (light).

- The darkness in our world can’t
stop Him bringing life and light to
mankind.

For 2,000 years His life-giving message
has been going out unchanged.

There are more believers around the
world today than ever before.

In fact...

The light of the Word
continues to shine today.

1






JOHN 1:1-18

¢ There was a man sent from
God whose name was John.

7 He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light,
so that through him all
might believe.

® He himself was not the
light; he came only as a
witness to the light.

®The true light that gives
light to everyone was
coming into the world.

12
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Episode 4






Here comes
God’s promised
bridegroom!

JOHN 2:1-12

In the previous episode:
Jesus announces that He
is the gateway to heaven,
inviting us to come and
see for ourselves.

In this episode:
A wedding feast

in Cana... with an
unexpected bridegroom.






' On the third day a
wedding took place at
Cana in Galilee. Jesus’
mother was there,

2and Jesus and his
disciples had also been
invited to the wedding.

3When the wine was
gone, Jesus’ mother said
to him, “T’hey have no
more wine.’






A wedding disaster S

As we read, we'll see that this section of
John is organised around two miracles
(signs) which take place at Cana in Galilee.

They are like bookends:

- Starting in chapter 2: the miracle at
the wedding...

- ..and closing in chapter 4: saving the
official’'s son from death.

Everything between these two miracles is
on the same theme. This is sophisticated
writing by someone with a point to make.

Jesus, His friends and His mum are all
guests at a wedding. It should be a happy
occasion. But there's a problem: the wine
has run out.

In Jesus' day, the wine running out at a
wedding was a big deal. It meant that the

bridegroom hadn’t done his job properly.

What does Jesus' mother expect Him to do?

- We're not told why or how but she seems
to think Jesus will fix it. But will He?






JOHN 2:1-12

4 “Woman, why do you
involve me?’ Jesus replied.
‘My hour has not yet come.’

> His mother said to the
servants, ‘Do whatever he
tells you.

®Nearby stood six stone
water jars, the kind used
by the Jews for ceremonial
washing, each holding
from eighty to a hundred
and twenty litres.

the word Jesus uses was a normal way to address
a married woman and doesn't suggest any disrespect.






EPISODE 4

There's a plan!

Jesus keeps referring to His ‘hour’
throughout the three years of His pubilic life.
John refers to it in chapters 2,12 and 17.

John records Jesus saying that ‘the hour
has come’ just before He is arrested, tried
and crucified. ‘When Jesus had spoken
these words, he lifted up his eyes to
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may
glorify you.” (John 17:1)

The hour is Jesus' death and resurrection.
Right from the start, this is the plan.

Why does Jesus talk about His ‘hour’?
- Jesus wants His mum to know that

He's here for something far more
important than party tricks.

As we’ll see, the wedding party
is a picture of what is to come
— a perfect relationship with God
through Jesus.






JOHN 2:1-12

’Jesus said to the servants,
‘Fill the jars with water’; so
they filled them to the brim.

8 Then he told them, ‘Now
draw some out and take it to
the master of the banquet.’

They did so, ® and the master
of the banquet tasted the
water that had been turned
into wine. He did not realise
where it had come from,
though the servants who
had drawn the water knew.

Then he called the
bridegroom aside '°and
said, ‘Everyone brings out
the choice wine first and
then the cheaper wine after
the guests have had too
much to drink; but you have
saved the best till now.’

10





EPISODE 4

Let the party begin!

Jesus acts, and water is miraculously
turned into wine, lots of it.

What is special about this wine?

- Huge quantity! Around 1,000
bottles of wine — way more than
any wedding would need.

- Excellent quality! The very finest
wine - and provided by Jesus,
not by the bridegroom.

At first glance, it looks like Jesus
has simply done a huge favour
for a man who failed to properly
organise a party.

But there's more to it than that.






Let's flash back
700 years before
Jesus was born to
the prophet Isaiah

Isaiah 25:6, 9a

® On this mountain the

LorDp Almighty will prepare
a feast of rich food for
all peoples,

a banquet of aged wine —
the best of meats and
the finest of wines.

?...In that day they will say,

‘Surely this is our God;
we trusted in him,
and he saved us...’
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Episode &






An amazing ofler

JOHN 4:1-26

In the previous episode:
Who Jesus is and how
we get into His kingdom.

In this episode:
The last person you
would expect to enter
God’s kingdom.





JOHN 4:1-26

' Now Jesus learned that
the Pharisees had heard

that he was gaining and

baptising more disciples
than John — ?although in
fact it was not Jesus who
baptised, but his disciples.

>So he left Judea and went
back once more to Galilee.

*Now he had to go
through Samaria.






EPISODE 8

Crossing boundaries

Notice that we've changed location.
Samaria was once part of Northern
Israel, but the Assyrians invaded it in
732 BC and deliberately moved in other
nations and religions.

The result was that Samaritans were
despised by the Jews as not being ‘pure’
Jewish and they weren't allowed to
worship in the temple in Jerusalem.






JOHN 4:1-26

>So he came to a town in
Samaria called Sychar, near
the plot of ground Jacob
had given to his son Joseph.

¢Jacob’s well was there, and
Jesus, tired as he was from
the journey, sat down by

the well. It was about noon.

N

Let's turn back
to Ezekiel

Ezekiel 37:22

221 will make them one
nation in the land, on the
mountains of Israel. There
will be one king over all of
them and they will never
again be two nations or be
divided into two kingdoms.






Who was Jacob?

- Jacob was an important man in
Jewish history: the twelve tribes of
Israel are named after his family.

- Joseph (of Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat fame) was one of
his sons.

Jacob's well is still visited in Israel
to this day.

You may remember we've mentioned
Ezekiel, God's prophet in around 600 BC.

He prophesied that when the Messiah,
God's long-promised King, arrived
He would bring Samaria back into
God'’s kingdom:

- One king.
- One nation.

- One way to worship.

In other words, if Jesus really
is the Messiah, what He does
in Samaria is a big deal.

EPISODE 8






"When a Samaritan woman
came to draw water, Jesus
said to her, ‘Will you give
me a drink?’ ® (His disciples
had gone into the town to
buy food.)

®The Samaritan woman said
to him, ‘You are a Jew and
I am a Samaritan woman.
How can you ask me for

a drink?’ (For Jews do not
associate with Samaritans.)

19Tesus answered her, ‘If
you knew the gift of God
and who it 1s that asks you
for a drink, you would have
asked him and he would
have given you living water.

>






EPISODE 8

Living water

Tired and thirsty, Jesus sits down for
a drink.

According to the culture of the time,
Jesus shouldn’t be talking to a woman
and certainly not to a Samaritan.
What is the gift Jesus offers?

- 'Living water:

What is ‘living water'?

- Jesus is using water (H,0) and

the life that it brings as a picture
for the spiritual life that He offers.

Jesus says that if the
Samaritan woman asks Him,
He will give her this life.

But will she
see who Jesus is?
And will she ask?

1






12

11<Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you
have nothing to draw with
and the well is deep. Where
can you get this living water?
12 Are you greater than our
father Jacob, who gave us
the well and drank from it
himself, as did also his sons
and his livestock?’

13 Jesus answered, ‘Everyone
who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, ! but whoever
drinks the water I give them
will never thirst. Indeed, the
water I give them will become
in them a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.










