
What matters more in the Christian life: knowledge 
or feeling? 

You’d probably answer differently depending on 
your background and experience. But you don’t 
have to choose—in fact, you shouldn’t! In his 
new book, Truth on Fire: Gazing at God Until 
Your Heart Sings, Adam Ramsey is addressing 
“the divorce between theological and experiental 
Christianity” (16). We must be thinking people 
and feeling people. For if we truly believe the truth 
we proclaim about God, how could it not change 
everything about how we experience this world?

Ramsey devotes each chapter to a different 
attribute of God and ties them to our experience 
as Christians. God’s sovereignty gives us the 
experience of assurance. God’s goodness gives us 
the experience of trusting through suffering. God’s 
love gives us the experience of relational beauty.

GOD IS OTHER

The first chapter of Truth on Fire provides an 
important foundation for the rest of the book. God 
is other, he is not like us. We need to remember 
this so we don’t impose upon God our own limited 
or twisted ideas about what his attributes mean—
what defines good, loving, or sovereign.

We are dependent and fickle, but God is self-
existing and unchanging. Nobody and nothing 
can match him. This must change how we relate to 
God: “Real worship is undergirded by a perpetual 

sense of wonder as we fix our eyes on the God who 
is unparalleled in beauty and unrivalled in power.” 
(24)

So, Ramsey calls us back to childlike wonder. He 
urges us, counterintuitively, to “mature toward 
childlikeness” (31). It’s only when we drop our 
illusion of self-sufficiency that we can gaze in 
wonder, awe, and joy on the God who is so far 
above us. The question is whether we’ll slow down 
enough to do it—a crucial challenge in our busy, 
overloaded lives. 

GOD IS HAPPY

One chapter near the end of Truth on Fire addresses 
an attribute of God that is rarely talked about: God’s 
happiness. How could he not be happy, when every 
single one of his good purposes is coming to pass? 
And this matters immensely for our Christian lives 
and how we relate to God:

How you picture God when he speaks to you 
through the Scriptures profoundly matters. It is 
the difference between thinking you’re hearing 
from a “God” who wants you to change your life 
so that he can stand being around you, and a God 
who wants to embrace you so that your delight in 
him increasingly changes your life (142)

That makes all the difference in the world. We 
know and love and enjoy a God who is profoundly 
happy, and invites us to share in his happiness even 
through the suffering we face in this world. 
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As I write this review, I can hear the rain pattering 
on my roof and see birds flitting through the trees 
outside. Ramsey’s book is helping me to appreciate 
the created world in a new way. When I hear 
birdsong or look out across a glittering ocean, I’m 
reminded not just that God is powerful, but also 
that he created the universe with joy. By enjoying 
nature I’m participating in the overflowing joy and 
delight of the triune God who made it all. This is 
just one of the practical ways that Truth on Fire 
has shaped my head and my heart, helping me to 
rejoice in the Lord more each day.

So pick up this book today, and you’ll find a 

banquet of transforming truth. It’s a much-needed 
balm for those like myself who love to read and 
may be tempted to “settle for having a more 
accurate understanding of God at the expense of 
a joy-soaked, moment-by-moment communion 
with God” (18). But it’d also be a great introduction 
to the attributes of God for those who are new to 
theological reading. Adam Ramsey succeeds in his 
goal to “paint a biblical picture of God that opens 
our hearts in song” (163). Let’s keep singing of the 
beauty of our eternal God as we learn more and 
more about who he is.
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