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You can be Jesus’ friend too!
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A note 1o ﬁm_‘,mjﬁm
and carers
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There are loads of Christian biographies around for older children
and adults, but almost none for younger children - yet it is never too
early to introduce the next generation to some of' the heroes of' the
faith. Here we meet zzm-go Christian men and women (one to read
every week of the year ...) from all walks of life, who wanted to live for
their “friend Jesus”. There are missionaries and 39{&3 ﬁm_ﬁ:ocm:
fewer martyrs than you might find in a book for older childrent),
writers, reformers, polticians, preachers and poets. There are
sporty people, arty people, briliant people and very ordinary people.
There are people from hundreds of years ago and people still living
today. Some are very well known while some are amost unheard
of. Jesus has m_émcm had, and m_émmm will have, friends in all shapes,
sizes and colours, from all different countries and backgrounds. My
hope and prayer is that, as you read about these remarkable men
and women with your child, you will both realise that anyone who is
“Jesus’ friend” can do remarkable things for him - even youl

“Jesus Christ is the same mmmﬁm_‘dmm and ﬁOng and forever”
Hebrews [3:8



“The LORD is my light and my salvation - whom shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life - of whom shall | be afraid?”
Psalm 27:1

Brother Andrew
(1928-)
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What do you like most about going to church? Bible stories? SInging?
Meeting friends?

Did you know there are some countries in the world where Jesus’
friends aren't allowed to meet together; or read the Bible, or tell other
people about Jesus? When Brother Andrew found out how hard it
was for people in those places to be Jesus® friends he wanted to help.
Jesus® friends needed Bibles to read - but how could he get Bibles into
those countries? He knew it would be dif'ficult and he knew it would be
dangerous - but he knew that his friend Jesus would look after him.

Time after time Andrew took cars stuffed with Bibles into countries
where Bibles were not allowed. There were soldiers and spies and
secret polices it was difficults it was dangerous. Time after time
Andrew’s friend Jesus looked after him - and the Bibles! Time after
time soldiers and spies and secret police didn’t notice all the Bibles
stuffed into the cars. Time after time carloads of Bibles reached
Jesus’ friends.

INn some of those countries it is now safe to be Jesus’ friends - but
there are still lots where it is not safe at all. It is still difficult and
Q%mm_)ocm to help Jesus’ friends in those countries,
but Brother Andrew and his friends are still :Q_US@ -
and their friend Jesus is still looking af'ter them!




“Do not remember the sins of my moE: and my rebellious ways;
moooa_:m to your love remember me, for you, LORD, are @oog...
Psalm 25:7
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Do you ever mmﬁ told of'f _om your teacher or Um_ your mum? Do you
sometimes not do what you are told? Some children find it easy to be
moog - some don’t!

Augustine didn't find it easy to be good. He enjoyed doing naughty
things. His mother was Jesus® friend - but Augustine wasn't. He was
3m<5@ too much fun to bother with Jesus. He took i:mm that weren’t
his. He didn’t do what his mother told him. He thought this was funny.
It made his mother sad. She asked Jesus to show Augustine that the
things he did were wrong.

Augustine grew up. He still did naughty things. He still made his mother
sad. She still asked Jesus 1o help. Sometimes Augustine felt bad - being
naughty wasnt always fun - but he didn't want to stop just yet ...

Then, one Qmm. he was in the @m_)Qmj. He heard a child say, “Pick it up
and read itl” But there was no one there. What could it mean? Then
he saw his frriend’s Bible on the ground. He picked it up and read it! He
read that Jesus could ,ooq:m_<® him for all the bad ﬁjmjmm he had done.
He read that Jesus could help him stop doing bad things. He

became Jesus’ friend. His mother was so jm_u_uc.

Even ﬁjocmj he had been a zmc@Zm Uom. >cmcmﬁ_:m became
one of the world’s most famous Bible teachers! Jesus can
o:m:@m %m_cogm_.



Gladys Ayward
(1902-1970)
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Are you moog at lots of S_smm. or a few S_smm. or do you ﬁmmccmﬁ
oa_sm_,m.v

Gladys Aylward was just ordinary. She was not very clever - just
ordinary. She was not very rich - just ordinary. Her job wasn’t
special - just ordinary. She worked as a maid in a rich home, tiaying
and cleaning. But Gladys had an extraordinary friend - Jesus - and
she wanted to go to China to tell people there all about him. But no
one wanted her to go to China with them - they thought she was too
ordinary - so Gladys went on her own.

With the help of her qumoa_smﬁm friend Jesus, o_d_smﬁm o_mgmm did
some extraordinary things. She ran a hotel in the middle of nowhere
and told Bible stories to the travellers. She worked for the government
_smtmoﬁ_sm feetl While she checked their feet she told the people all
about her friend Jesus. She stopped prisoners fighting in a prison.
She looked after more than a hundred chidren who had no one
else to love them. When war came to China she kept her children
safe from danger by walking with them for days and days and days
across the mountains to escape the fighting. Gladys had some
extraordinary adventures!

some people thought Gladys was too ordinary - but Jesus
“For the LORD takes delight in his people didn*t. Jesus can help his ordinary friends like you, me

he crowns the humble with <_OHO_.,m... and Q_mﬂmm to do @Xd)mo_)ﬂ_jm_)m ﬁj_Dmm for him. @U
Psam 49:4 15 <>



“Praise him with the moczg_sm of the %cB_umr
vvm_mm him with the 3@_% and _mjm
Psalm 150:3

Johann Sebastian Bach
(Ie85-1750)
I W .y

can you v_mm a musical instrument? Do you have lessons on the v_%o
or recorder? mmvj%m coc%mﬁ like 3%_3@ music for fun.

When Johann Sebastian Bach was growing up in Germany he loved
playing music. He played the violin ... and the viola ... and the organ
....and the harpsichord ... and the clavichord (which was like an
old-fashioned piano) ... and he was really good at singing! Johann
Sebastian loved music, but he loved Jesus too. He wanted to use his
music to show how much he loved his friend Jesus.

When he grew up, Johann Sebastian’s job was to play music and
sing in church. He didn’t just play and sing, he wrote new music too.
He wrote music to go with the bits of the Bible that were read each
Sunday. He wrote new music for old church songs. He wrote specidl
happy music for Easter Sunday and Christmas. He wrote special sad
music for Good Friday when Jesus died. He wrote all his music to
show people how much his friend Jesus loved them too. Sometimes
Johann Sebastian’s music didn’t have Bible words and wasn’t @_mmmg
in church. He still wanted his music to show how much he loved Jesus.
He knew that Jesus helped him write all his beautiful music.

<§m not ask Jesus to jm_v you make up a tune to
show him how much you love him too?



“You are my 35_3@-2%9 you will _uvoao.ﬁ me from
trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.”
Psalm 32:7

corrie ten Boom
(1892-1983)
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Do you like j_g_smw Do you have a favourite :.Q:m w_momw Behind the
sofar Under the bed? In the wardrobe?

Corrie ten Boom had a very special hiding place - a tiny little space in
her bedroom. It was hidden and secret. Corrie’s hiding place wasn't
for playing games - it was for keeping people safe. Corrie’s famiy
lived in Holland. Bad people took over the ooc:.%m and did bad S_smm.
They wanted to Kill all Jewish people (who come from the family of
Abraham in the Old Testament). Corrie’s ﬁm3__m were Jesus’ friends
and knew Jesus thought this was very wrong. They looked after as
many Jewish people as they could. They fed them, they hid them and
they helped them escape.

Oone Qmm soldiers came. ;mm sent the whole 33__& to prison for
3@@:@ the Jews - but the Jewish people were safe in Corrie’s special
hiding place. Corrie and her sister Betsie weren't safe. In prison they
were cold; they were hungry; they were lli; they were treated very
badly. Betsie told Corrie that their friend Jesus was with them - even
when they were cold, hungry, il and badly treated. Betsie told Corrie
that Jesus wanted her to love, not hate.

Betsie died in prison. But when Corrie was set free she spent her
whole life teling her story; teling how Jesus was with her when she
was cold, il and hungrys teling how we should always love

and not hate - just like her friend Jesus.
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