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 Erasmus publishes a Greek version of the New Testament 1516

 Martin Luther posts 95 theses in Wittenberg; the Protestant Reformation begins 1517

 The Anabaptist movement begins in Zurich; spreads to Germany 1522

 Fifth Council of Lateran 1512–1517 

 Swiss Ulrich Zwingli preaches in Europe spreading reform 1519

 Luther translates the New Testament into German 1522

 William Tyndale completes printing of the New Testament 1526

 Augsburg Confession adopted by Lutherans 1530

 King Henry VIII recognized as Supreme Head of Church in England 1531

 First Act of Supremacy ends papal authority over the English church 1534

 Jesuit order, started by Ignatius Loyola 1534

 Coverdale Bible: fi rst complete Bible to be printed in English 1535

 John Calvin establishes Reformed and Presbyterian form of Protestantism in Switzerland 1536

 William Tyndale strangled and burnt at the stake 1536

 The Matthew’s Bible: fi rst English Bible published with the king’s permission 1537

 Queen Elizabeth I becomes queen of England and Supreme 
Governor of the Church of England 1558

 John Knox leads reformation in Scotland 1541

 Council of Trent 1545–1563

 Pope Paul III reestablishes the Roman Inquisition to fi ght Protestantism 1542

 First Protestants burned at the stake by the 
Spanish Inquisition 1543

 The Geneva Bible: fi rst Bible printed with verse divisions 1560

 Beginning of Puritanism in England 1560

 John Knox’s Reformed church begins in Scotland 1560

 The French Wars of Religion between Catholics and 
Protestant Huguenots 1562–1598

 Heidelberg Catechism 1562

 Massacre on St. Bartholomew’s Day in Paris: 2,000 Huguenots murdered 1572

 Formula of Concord defi nes Lutheran beliefs 1577

 Edict of Nantes grants freedom of worship to 
Huguenots after 30 years of persecution 1598

 Dutch Reformed theologian Jacobus Arminius becomes professor at Leiden. 1603 

 First Baptist church is founded in Amsterdam by John Smyth 1609 

 King James Version Bible (The Authorized Version) published 1611

 Rheims-Douay Bible, English translation of the Latin Vulgate 1609

 Civil war in England 1642 

 Galileo is prohibited by Church from scientifi c studies 1617

 Thirty Years’ War 1618–1648

 Dutch Reformed Synod of Dort 1618 

 Pilgrims land at Plymouth Rock on Cape Cod, Massachusetts 1620

 Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople presents earliest known copy of the Bible in 
Greek (Codex Alexandrinus) to Charles I of England 1629

 Catholicism wiped out in Japan; thousands of 
martyrs killed by the government 1630

 First Baptist church formed in London 1633

 Welsh Puritan Roger Williams establishes Providence, Rhode Island; 
proclaims complete religious freedom 1636

 Westminster Confession accepted as statement of 
Presbyterianism in Scotland and England 1646

 Beginnings of the Quaker movement (the Society of Friends) 1647

 First Bible translation into Arabic printed in Rome 1671

 John Bunyan publishes his book The Pilgrim’s Progress 1678

 Edict of Nantes revoked; Huguenots fl ee France 1685

 English Parliament issues Toleration Act (tolerating all Protestant groups, but not Roman Catholics) 1689

 Chinese emperor offi cially allows Christianity 1692

 Restoration of Charles II in England 1660

 The Amish founded by Jakob Amman 1693

 First Presbyterian church in America 1706

 Christian religious teaching prohibited in China 1716

 Death of Philipp Jakob Spener, the “father of Pietism” 1705

 Greek Catholic (Melkite) church established in what is now Lebanon 1724

 Quakers demand abolition of slavery 1727

 Jonathan Edwards, American theologian, preaches in Northampton 1729

 Conversions of John and Charles Wesley, founders of the Methodist Church 1738

 The Great Awakening in New England, led by George Whitefi eld, Anglican preacher 1740

 John Newton, former slave trader converts, writes “Amazing Grace” 1764

 Czarina Catherine the Great grants freedom of worship in Russia 1766

 Fr. Junipero Serra founds the fi rst of nine missions in California 1769

 First independent Black Baptist church established in America 1773

 Act of Congress prohibits import of slaves into the U.S. 1778

 “Sunday school” developed in England by Robert Raikes out of concern for urban poor 1780

 Mennonites from Central Europe settle in Canada 1786

 First Roman Catholic bishop consecrated in America 1790

 Second Great Awakening: revival begins in New England and sweeps the 
U.S. for 30 years 1792

 French Revolution  begins with the storming of the Bastille. It opened the door for 
secularism and the rise of “The Cult of Reason” that challenged Christianity 1789

 William and Dorothy Carey of England sail as missionaries for India 1793

 Many American churches begin to divide over slave holding 1795

 Methodists separate from the Church of England to form a distinct group 1797

 Restoration Movement gives rise to the Disciples of Christ and some Church of Christ groups 1811

 William Wilberforce leads Parliament to abolish slave trade in the British Empire 1807

 The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) founded by Richard Allen, a free Black 1816

 Joseph Smith, Jr., founds the Church of the Latter-day Saints (Mormonism) 1830

 Oxford Movement calls the Church of England to return 
to “high church” practices and doctrines 1833

 David Livingstone, missionary, goes to Africa 1840

 George Müller opens faith orphanages in England 1836

 The YMCA and YWCA formed 1844

 Adventist Movement begins with William Miller 1844

 Immaculate Conception dogma pronounced by Pope Pius IX 1854

 Charles H. Spurgeon preaches in England 1854

 Hudson Taylor begins China Inland Mission 1865

 Former slaves join with other African-Americans to start denominations 
in America, including the Black Baptists and the Colored Methodist 
Episcopal Church 1865

 Seventh-day Adventist Church founded 1863

 First Vatican Council declares papal infallibility dogma 1870

 Christian Science and Jehovah’s Witnesses (Watchtower) founded; 
both deny Christ’s deity 1871–1879

 The Salvation Army founded to minister to the poor 1878

 Five “fundamentals” of the faith set forth by the Evangelical 
Alliance to defi ne fundamentalism 1895

 B. B. Warfi eld, Reformed theologian, becomes principal at Princeton seminary 1887

 John Nelson Darby, father of dispensationalism, began to teach his 
views about the end times 1831

 Azusa Street revivals (Los Angeles), beginnings of Pentecostalism. 1906 

 Cyrus I. Scofi eld, an American lawyer, publishes his infl uential Scofi eld Study Bible 1909

 Rise of Nazism, leading to World War II and the death of 6 million 
Jews and millions of Christians 1933–1945

 Edinburgh Conference, when 1,200 Christians gather for this missions conference 1910

 Wycliffe Bible Translators founded 1934

 C. S. Lewis becomes a Christian and writes many infl uential Christian books 1931

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer dies in a concentration camp after a 
failed assassination plot against Hitler 1945

 Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest known 
copies of portions of the Bible (c. 100 BC) 1948

 Billy Graham’s Los Angeles Crusade launches his ministry 1949

 World Council of Churches formed by representatives from all 
major Christian denominations except Roman Catholic 1950

 Pope Pius XII proclaims dogma of bodily assumption of the Virgin Mary 1950

 Baptist minister Martin Luther King, Jr. receives 
Nobel Peace Prize for civil rights efforts 1964

 Over 2,400 participants from 150 nations 
gathered in Lausanne, Switzerland, for 
the fi rst International Congress on World 
Evangelization 1974

 Cardinal Karol Wojtyla of Poland becomes Pope John Paul II 1978–2005

 The World Council of Churches holds historic interdenominational Eucharist 1983

 Second International Congress on World Evangelization in Lausanne 1987

 Celebrations in Moscow mark 1,000 years of Christianity in Russia 1988

 Death of Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Catholic nun who spent 50 years caring for the poor and dying 1997

 Pope John Paul II apologizes for Roman Catholic Church’s lack of moral leadership during Holocaust 1997

 Yonggi Cho plants the church in Seoul, Korea, that becomes 
the largest Christian congregation in the world 1958

 The charismatic movement, emphasizing the 
work and gifts of the Holy Spirit c. 1960

 Second Vatican Council 1962–1965

 Many modern-language versions of the Bible published 1950–present

 Wycliffe Bible Translators estimates that there are 6,918 living languages, 
and that 2,817 have some or all of Scripture translated 2014

 Third International Congress on World Evangelization in Lausanne 2006

 More than 1,500 Christians killed and 173 churches destroyed in Nigeria 2004–

 Totalitarian regime of North Korea kills hundreds of Christians 2005–

 Christians arrested in Saudi Arabia during worship in private homes 2005

 Christians in Somalia fl ee after believers killed by Muslims 2005

 New government laws ease the situation for Christians in Vietnam 2004

 Crackdown on house churches throughout China; government registration 
aimed at greater control 2005–

 Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger of Germany becomes Pope Benedict XVI 2005–2013

 Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio of Argentina becomes Pope Francis 2013

 According to the Open Doors World Watch List, the 5 countries with 
the worst Christian persecution are North Korea, Somalia, Iraq, Syria and 
Afghanistan 2015

 According to the 2015 “Status of Global Christianity” report, there are: 
• Over 2.4 billion Christians worldwide
• 45,000 denominations
• Over 4 million congregations 
• About 400,000 missionaries serving worldwide 
• Over 8 million published books about Christianity 

 Increased violence against Christians and attacks on churches in India 2005–

Queen Mary banned Protestant 
translations of the English Bible and 
burned more than 300 men, women, 
and children at the stake.

Queen Mary banned Protestant Queen Mary banned Protestant Queen Mary banned Protestant 

Galileo agreed with 
Copernicus’s theory that the 
earth moved around the sun. 
He was censured by the church 
and kept from teaching his 
views because his proofs were 
inadequate. The case was 
closed in his favor in 1992.

Embarkation of the Pilgrims 
by Robert W. Weir

Synod of Dort

Galileo agreed with 
Copernicus’s theory that the 
earth moved around the sun. 
He was censured by the church 
and kept from teaching his 
views because his proofs were 
inadequate. The case was 
closed in his favor in 1992.
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Richard Allen founded the 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Philadelphia.

 The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) founded by Richard Allen, a free Black  The African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) founded by Richard Allen, a free Black 
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  Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem c. 6–4 BC

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, c. 26

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 30

  Stephen, the fi rst Christian martyr, is stoned 
to death in Jerusalem 32

  Conversion of the apostle Paul 37

  Conversion of Roman centurion, Cornelius 41

  Followers of Christ fi rst called Christians at Antioch 46

  Christians persecuted under King Herod Agrippa. 
James executed, Peter imprisoned 44

 Council of Jerusalem agrees with Paul that Gentile 
converts are not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven 30

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, 

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples   Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 

  Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven   Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven 

  One of the earliest Christian churches erected at Corinth 50

 Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians written c. 56

 Gospel according to Mark written c. 58

 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke written c. 60–62

  Peter and Paul taken to Rome; executed under Nero 64–68

  Great fi re in Rome blamed on Christians; Emperor Nero 
tortures and kills thousands of Christians 64

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70

  Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81

  Domitian becomes emperor; persecution of Christians intensifies; 81

 Gospel according to John written 85

  Writings of early church leaders Barnabas, Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

  All New Testament books written 49–96

AD 1

  Death of John, the only disciple to die a natural death 100

AD 100

  Division between church and synagogue is complete c. 100

  Martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch c. 107

 Gnostic heresies gain popularity and are vigorously 
refuted by Church leaders 100–250

  Second Jewish rebellion; Jerusalem destroyed 132–135

  Marcion excommunicated for heresy by Church of Rome c. 144

  The Didache and Apostles’ Creed written during this century 100–200

  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle 
John, is burned at the stake 155

  Hippolytus records the Apostolike Paradosis (Apostolic Tradition), 
which includes an early form of the Apostles’ Creed 170–236

  Irenaeus of Lyons writes Against Heresies; 
lists 20 New Testament books officially accepted 
and recognized as authoritative c. 180

  Justin Martyr, theologian, writes his first Apology c. 155

 Christianity spreads in the Roman Empire despite persecution 197

  Church leader Papias mentions the four Gospels c. 110

  Rylands Fragment: oldest New Testament fragment still in 
existence today c. 110

  Easter controversy concerning the day to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 196

AD 200

  Roman persecution of Christians under Septimius Severus c. 200

The church recognizes 23 New Testament books as canonical, 
but it is unlikely these are collected yet into one volume 200

The Scriptures have been translated into seven languages, 
including Syriac and Coptic (Egyptian) 200

The bishopric of Rome is by this time recognized 
as having the highest honor 200

  Manichaeism originates in Persia (Iran today) 242

  Origen writes “Hexapla,” the Old Testament in six Hebrew and Greek texts 230

  Clement of Alexandria, theologian, dies 215

  Origen, Alexandrian philosopher and theologian, founds a school in Caesarea c. 220

  Roman persecution under several emperors; Christianity grows rapidly 235–270

  Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyred after rejecting idolatry 258

  First church buildings erected as rectangular-shaped basilicas 261

  Monasticism begins in Egypt by Pachomius c. 270

  Roman Empire divided into East and West 292

Tertullian, church father, converted 208

  Perpetua, young mother and martyr, records early 
Christian experience in prison diary 203

AD 300–700

 Emperor Diocletian leads the harshest persecution of the church 303–305

 Donatist schism in North Africa 311–411

Arius claims that Jesus Christ is a created being 320

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 313

 Constantine sees vision of the cross 312

 Eusebius of Caesarea writes the first history of Christianity 324

 St. Peter’s church in Rome erected 330

 Council of Nicaea 325

 Constantine baptized a few days before death 337

The Great Cappadocians oppose Arian teachings 364

  Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the East 367

 Council of Ephesus condemns Nestorianism and Pelagianism 431

 Council of Chalcedon 451

 Council of Constantinople I  381

  Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the West 397

 Constantine establishes capital at Byzantium 
and renames it Constantinople 330

  Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus c. 350

 Jerome completes translation of Bible into Latin (Vulgate) 405

 Patrick evangelizes Ireland 432

 First plans of the Vatican Palace in Rome are laid 500

  By end of century, Scriptures translated into 13 languages 499

 Syrian Orthodox Church establishes monophysite monastery in Ethiopia 500

  Codex Bezae, the New Testament in Greek and Latin, produced 500

 Fall of the Western Roman Empire 476

 First schism between Western and Eastern Churches after pope’s 
excommunication of Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 484

 Eastern and Western Churches reconcile 519

 Irish monasteries flourish as centers of learning, spiritual life, and training for missionaries 520

 Monk Benedict begins his monastery and writes the Rule, a guide for monastic life 529

Wales converted to Christianity by St. David 550

The Golden Era of Byzantine art begins 550

 Fifth Council of Constantinople 553

 St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople consecrated 563

 Gregory I elected first of the medieval popes 590

Augustine, bishop of Hippo (North Africa) 395–430  

 Pope Gregory the Great introduces the Bible in picture books for illiterate people 600

 Muslims sweep through Palestine and conquer Jerusalem 632

The Venerable Bede, English monk and historian, born 672

  Earliest Old English (Anglo-Saxon) translations and paraphrases of 
portions of the Bible by Caedmon and Aldhelm 676–709

 Dome of the Rock, a shrine of Islam, built on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 688–691

 John of Damascus, theologian opposing iconoclasm (image-breaking) 675–753

 Muhammad declares himself to be Prophet of God; founds the religion of Islam 610

 Eastern and Western churches drift further apart 680–692

 Seventh Council of Nicaea 787

AD 700–1000 AD 1000–1500

 Greek, instead of Latin, becomes the official language of the Eastern Roman Empire c. 700

 Boniface, “Apostle to the Germans,” establishes Benedictine monasticism 716

 Bede translates Gospel of John into English; writes Ecclesiastical History 720

 First official acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 726

 Pope Gregory II excommunicates the Byzantine emperor; supports the veneration of icons 730

 Pope Gregory III asks Charles Martel for help against Lombards, Greeks, and Arabs 739

 Charlemagne crowned first Holy Roman emperor in Rome by Pope Leo III 800

 Muslim Moors invade Spain and Portugal, their first foothold in Europe 711

 Christians in Egypt are persecuted and forced to wear five-pound crosses around their necks 837

  Bulgarian Church separates from Rome and Constantinople 917

 Christianization of Hungary begins 942

 First monastic foundation at Mt. Athos, Greece 963

 First canonization of saints 993

 Caliph El Hakim persecutes Copts in Egypt, destroying thousands of 
churches and forcing conversion to Islam 996

 Cyril and Methodius, “Apostles of the Slavs,” start missionary work in Moravia 863

 Sweden is evangelized by Anskar, “Apostle of the North” 829

 Persecution of image worshipers in the Eastern Empire 832

Vivian Bible, one of earliest illustrated manuscripts, written in Tours 845

The pope and the patriarch of Constantinople excommunicate each other 879

 Photian Schism over issues with the Nicene Creed 867

 Oldest complete copy of the Masoretic text (Hebrew Old Testament) 920

Veneration of images reestablished 842

Widespread fear of the end of the world and the Last Judgment 1000

 Muslims destroy the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 1009

 First persecution of Waldensian heretics in Germany 1012

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, theologian 1033–1109

 Great Schism between the Western and the Eastern Churches 1054

 Edward the Confessor begins building Westminster Cathedral 1052

 Normans (French Christians) conquer Britain, Sicily, and evangelize the Celts 1066

 Emergence of strong papacy when Gregory VII (Hildebrand) becomes pope 1073

 First Crusade 1097–1099 

 Concordat of Worms (Germany) addresses the power struggle between the papacy and 
the Holy Roman Emperors 1122

 First Lateran Council (Rome) ratifies the Concordat of Worms 1123

 In response to persecution, disasters, and prophecies, false messiahs appear in France and Persia 1138

 Second Lateran Council (Rome) focuses on pseudo-popes (popes elected by unauthorized councils) 1139

 College of Cardinals established by pope 1150

 Second Crusade 1146

 Bernard founds a monastery at Clairvaux 1115

Third Crusade 1189–1192 

 Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem 1187

Third Lateran Council denounces the Waldensians and Albigensians 1177

 Pope Innocent III claims right of the pope to oversee moral conduct of heads of state and to choose rulers, including the emperor; the height of papal authority 1201

 Fourth Crusade 1202

 Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling preachers (Franciscans) 1209

 Fourth Lateran Council condemns Waldensians and Albigensians; affirms doctrine of transubstantiation 1215

 Fifth Crusade to defeat Egypt fails; Francis of Assisi crosses enemy lines to preach to the sultan 1217

 Crusaders recover Jerusalem by negotiation 1229

The Inquisition in France forbids Bible reading by laymen 1229

The Papal Inquisition (Rome) established 1231

 Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 1244

Thomas Aquinas, the most influential medieval theologian, writes Summa Theologiae 1255

 Pope Boniface VIII claims supremacy over secular rulers 1302

The Bubonic Plague, also known as the Black Death, kills 33% of the people in Europe (about 40 million) 1348–1351

 John Wycliffe proposes limits to Papal authority and that the Bible should be 
available to people in their own language 1371

 Jan Hus, forerunner of the Reformation, is born 1373

 Great Papal Schism: Two popes at one time 1378

 Catherine of Sienna, mystic, sees a vision calling the new pope, Gregory XI, to 
return the papacy to Rome, which he does in 1377. 1376

Wycliffe Bible completed: first complete Bible in any modern European language 1382

 John Wycliffe, “morning star of the Reformation,” dies 1383

 In England, it becomes illegal to translate or read the Bible in English without permission 
of a bishop 1408

 Pope John XXIII excommunicates Jan Hus for heresy 1411

The Council of Constance condemns Wycliffe and demands that Jan Hus recant 1414–1418

The Council of Florence affirms the primacy of the pope over general councils 1438

Vatican Library founded 1450

 Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople 1453

 Johann Gutenberg prints the Latin Vulgate 1456

 Beginning of the Spanish Inquisition under joint direction of 
state and church 1478

 Martin Luther is born 1483

Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas 
by Benozzo Gozzoli (1471)

The seaport Acre 
(Acco), the last 
Crusader stronghold 
in the Holy Land, fell 
to Egyptian Mamluks 
in 1291.

 First offi cial acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V  First offi cial acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V  First offi cial acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 

The seaport Acre The seaport Acre 

The Expansion of Christianity

Christianity grew significantly in the first century of its existence. From about AD 150 to AD 350, 
it grew exponentially. Some scholars estimate that it grew from about 1,000 people in AD 40 to 
somewhere between 5 to 8 million people in AD 350.  

Key Reasons for this Explosive Growth
• Christianity was a “sharing” religion. Sharing the faith is part of what it means to be a 

Christian.
• Christians cared for the sick, the widows, and the orphans. As a religion of love and grace, it 

brought much needed hope and encouragement to people who had been neglected in society. 
• God blessed the faithful efforts of early Christian missionaries and believers who suffered 

for their faith, yet shared it courageously with people around them.

Life of Jesus and Early Church Age of the Apostles and Church Fathers Heresies and Persecution From Nicaea to the Rise of Islam Medieval Church, Crusades, Councils and HumanismIslam, Early Scholasticism, and Church Schism

Emperor Constantine legalized 
Christianity in AD 313, ending the 
persecution of Christians in the West.

The Dome of the 
Rock, built in 688. 
The exposed bedrock 
in the center of this 
Muslim shrine in 
Jerusalem is believed 
by archaeologist Leen 
Ritmeyer to be the 
location of the Holy 
of Holies. 

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire  Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 

Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo

Pentecost

James executed, Peter imprisoned 

PentecostPentecost

Justin MartyrJustin Martyr

The iconostasis of an 
Orthodox church separates 
the nave (the central area 
of the church) and the altar.

Bible Development 

Key Person  

Church Council  

Key Event   

John Wycliffe Reading His Translation of 
the Bible to John of Gaunt by Ford Madox 
Brown (1847–1861)
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  Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem c. 6–4 BC

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, c. 26

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 30

  Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is stoned 
to death in Jerusalem 32

  Conversion of the apostle Paul 37

  Conversion of Roman centurion, Cornelius 41

  Followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Christians persecuted under King Herod Agrippa. 
James executed, Peter imprisoned 44

 Council of Jerusalem agrees with Paul that Gentile 
converts are not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Jesus crucified, resurrected, ascends into heaven 30

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, 

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples   Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 

  Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven   Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven 

  One of the earliest Christian churches erected at Corinth 50

 Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians written c. 56

 Gospel according to Mark written c. 58

 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke written c. 60–62

  Peter and Paul taken to Rome; executed under Nero 64–68

  Great fire in Rome blamed on Christians; Emperor Nero 
tortures and kills thousands of Christians 64

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81

  Domitian becomes emperor; persecution of Christians intensifi es; 81

 Gospel according to John written 85

Writings of early church leaders Barnabas, Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

All New Testament books written 49–96

AD 1

  Death of John, the only disciple to die a natural death 100

AD 100

  Division between church and synagogue is complete c. 100

  Martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch c. 107

 Gnostic heresies gain popularity and are vigorously 
refuted by Church leaders 100–250

  Second Jewish rebellion; Jerusalem destroyed 132–135

  Marcion excommunicated for heresy by Church of Rome c. 144

The Didache and Apostles’ Creed written during this century 100–200

  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle 
John, is burned at the stake 155

  Hippolytus records the Apostolike Paradosis (Apostolic Tradition), 
which includes an early form of the Apostles’ Creed 170–236

  Irenaeus of Lyons writes Against Heresies; 
lists 20 New Testament books offi cially accepted 
and recognized as authoritative c. 180

  Justin Martyr, theologian, writes his fi rst Apology c. 155

 Christianity spreads in the Roman Empire despite persecution 197

  Church leader Papias mentions the four Gospels c. 110

  Rylands Fragment: oldest New Testament fragment still in 
existence today c. 110

  Easter controversy concerning the day to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 196

AD 200

  Roman persecution of Christians under Septimius Severus c. 200

  The church recognizes 23 New Testament books as canonical, 
but it is unlikely these are collected yet into one volume 200

  The Scriptures have been translated into seven languages, 
including Syriac and Coptic (Egyptian) 200

  The bishopric of Rome is by this time recognized 
as having the highest honor 200

  Manichaeism originates in Persia (Iran today) 242

  Origen writes “Hexapla,” the Old Testament in six Hebrew and Greek texts 230

  Clement of Alexandria, theologian, dies 215

  Origen, Alexandrian philosopher and theologian, founds a school in Caesarea c. 220

  Roman persecution under several emperors; Christianity grows rapidly 235–270

  Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyred after rejecting idolatry 258

  First church buildings erected as rectangular-shaped basilicas 261

  Monasticism begins in Egypt by Pachomius c. 270

  Roman Empire divided into East and West 292

  Tertullian, church father, converted 208

  Perpetua, young mother and martyr, records early 
Christian experience in prison diary 203

AD 300–700

 Emperor Diocletian leads the harshest persecution of the church 303–305

 Donatist schism in North Africa 311–411

Arius claims that Jesus Christ is a created being 320

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 313

 Constantine sees vision of the cross 312

 Eusebius of Caesarea writes the first history of Christianity 324

 St. Peter’s church in Rome erected 330

 Council of Nicaea 325

 Constantine baptized a few days before death 337

The Great Cappadocians oppose Arian teachings 364

  Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the East 367

 Council of Ephesus condemns Nestorianism and Pelagianism 431

 Council of Chalcedon 451

 Council of Constantinople I  381

  Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the West 397

 Constantine establishes capital at Byzantium 
and renames it Constantinople 330

  Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus c. 350

 Jerome completes translation of Bible into Latin (Vulgate) 405

 Patrick evangelizes Ireland 432

 First plans of the Vatican Palace in Rome are laid 500

  By end of century, Scriptures translated into 13 languages 499

 Syrian Orthodox Church establishes monophysite monastery in Ethiopia 500

  Codex Bezae, the New Testament in Greek and Latin, produced 500

 Fall of the Western Roman Empire 476

 First schism between Western and Eastern Churches after pope’s 
excommunication of Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 484

 Eastern and Western Churches reconcile 519

 Irish monasteries flourish as centers of learning, spiritual life, and training for missionaries 520

 Monk Benedict begins his monastery and writes the Rule, a guide for monastic life 529

Wales converted to Christianity by St. David 550

The Golden Era of Byzantine art begins 550

 Fifth Council of Constantinople 553

 St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople consecrated 563

 Gregory I elected first of the medieval popes 590

Augustine, bishop of Hippo (North Africa) 395–430  

 Pope Gregory the Great introduces the Bible in picture books for illiterate people 600

 Muslims sweep through Palestine and conquer Jerusalem 632

The Venerable Bede, English monk and historian, born 672

  Earliest Old English (Anglo-Saxon) translations and paraphrases of 
portions of the Bible by Caedmon and Aldhelm 676–709

 Dome of the Rock, a shrine of Islam, built on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 688–691

 John of Damascus, theologian opposing iconoclasm (image-breaking) 675–753

 Muhammad declares himself to be Prophet of God; founds the religion of Islam 610

 Eastern and Western churches drift further apart 680–692

 Seventh Council of Nicaea 787

AD 700–1000 AD 1000–1500

 Greek, instead of Latin, becomes the official language of the Eastern Roman Empire c. 700

 Boniface, “Apostle to the Germans,” establishes Benedictine monasticism 716

 Bede translates Gospel of John into English; writes Ecclesiastical History 720

 First official acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 726

 Pope Gregory II excommunicates the Byzantine emperor; supports the veneration of icons 730

 Pope Gregory III asks Charles Martel for help against Lombards, Greeks, and Arabs 739

 Charlemagne crowned first Holy Roman emperor in Rome by Pope Leo III 800

 Muslim Moors invade Spain and Portugal, their first foothold in Europe 711

 Christians in Egypt are persecuted and forced to wear five-pound crosses around their necks 837

  Bulgarian Church separates from Rome and Constantinople 917

 Christianization of Hungary begins 942

 First monastic foundation at Mt. Athos, Greece 963

 First canonization of saints 993

 Caliph El Hakim persecutes Copts in Egypt, destroying thousands of 
churches and forcing conversion to Islam 996

 Cyril and Methodius, “Apostles of the Slavs,” start missionary work in Moravia 863

 Sweden is evangelized by Anskar, “Apostle of the North” 829

 Persecution of image worshipers in the Eastern Empire 832

Vivian Bible, one of earliest illustrated manuscripts, written in Tours 845

The pope and the patriarch of Constantinople excommunicate each other 879

 Photian Schism over issues with the Nicene Creed 867

 Oldest complete copy of the Masoretic text (Hebrew Old Testament) 920

Veneration of images reestablished 842

Widespread fear of the end of the world and the Last Judgment 1000

 Muslims destroy the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 1009

 First persecution of Waldensian heretics in Germany 1012

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, theologian 1033–1109

 Great Schism between the Western and the Eastern Churches 1054

 Edward the Confessor begins building Westminster Cathedral 1052

 Normans (French Christians) conquer Britain, Sicily, and evangelize the Celts 1066

 Emergence of strong papacy when Gregory VII (Hildebrand) becomes pope 1073

 First Crusade 1097–1099 

 Concordat of Worms (Germany) addresses the power struggle between the papacy and 
the Holy Roman Emperors 1122

 First Lateran Council (Rome) ratifies the Concordat of Worms 1123

 In response to persecution, disasters, and prophecies, false messiahs appear in France and Persia 1138

 Second Lateran Council (Rome) focuses on pseudo-popes (popes elected by unauthorized councils) 1139

 College of Cardinals established by pope 1150

 Second Crusade 1146

 Bernard founds a monastery at Clairvaux 1115

Third Crusade 1189–1192 

 Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem 1187

Third Lateran Council denounces the Waldensians and Albigensians 1177

 Pope Innocent III claims right of the pope to oversee moral conduct of heads of state and to choose rulers, including the emperor; the height of papal authority 1201

 Fourth Crusade 1202

 Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling preachers (Franciscans) 1209

 Fourth Lateran Council condemns Waldensians and Albigensians; affirms doctrine of transubstantiation 1215

 Fifth Crusade to defeat Egypt fails; Francis of Assisi crosses enemy lines to preach to the sultan 1217

 Crusaders recover Jerusalem by negotiation 1229

The Inquisition in France forbids Bible reading by laymen 1229

The Papal Inquisition (Rome) established 1231

 Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 1244

Thomas Aquinas, the most influential medieval theologian, writes Summa Theologiae 1255

 Pope Boniface VIII claims supremacy over secular rulers 1302

The Bubonic Plague, also known as the Black Death, kills 33% of the people in Europe (about 40 million) 1348–1351

 John Wycliffe proposes limits to Papal authority and that the Bible should be 
available to people in their own language 1371

 Jan Hus, forerunner of the Reformation, is born 1373

 Great Papal Schism: Two popes at one time 1378

 Catherine of Sienna, mystic, sees a vision calling the new pope, Gregory XI, to 
return the papacy to Rome, which he does in 1377. 1376

Wycliffe Bible completed: first complete Bible in any modern European language 1382

 John Wycliffe, “morning star of the Reformation,” dies 1383

 In England, it becomes illegal to translate or read the Bible in English without permission 
of a bishop 1408

 Pope John XXIII excommunicates Jan Hus for heresy 1411

The Council of Constance condemns Wycliffe and demands that Jan Hus recant 1414–1418

The Council of Florence affirms the primacy of the pope over general councils 1438

Vatican Library founded 1450

 Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople 1453

 Johann Gutenberg prints the Latin Vulgate 1456

 Beginning of the Spanish Inquisition under joint direction of 
state and church 1478

 Martin Luther is born 1483

Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas 
by Benozzo Gozzoli (1471)

The seaport Acre 
(Acco), the last 
Crusader stronghold 
in the Holy Land, fell 
to Egyptian Mamluks 
in 1291.
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The Expansion of Christianity

Christianity grew significantly in the first century of its existence. From about AD 150 to AD 350, 
it grew exponentially. Some scholars estimate that it grew from about 1,000 people in AD 40 to 
somewhere between 5 to 8 million people in AD 350.  

Key Reasons for this Explosive Growth
• Christianity was a “sharing” religion. Sharing the faith is part of what it means to be a 

Christian.
• Christians cared for the sick, the widows, and the orphans. As a religion of love and grace, it 

brought much needed hope and encouragement to people who had been neglected in society. 
• God blessed the faithful efforts of early Christian missionaries and believers who suffered 

for their faith, yet shared it courageously with people around them.
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Emperor Constantine legalized 
Christianity in AD 313, ending the 
persecution of Christians in the West.

The Dome of the 
Rock, built in 688. 
The exposed bedrock 
in the center of this 
Muslim shrine in 
Jerusalem is believed 
by archaeologist Leen 
Ritmeyer to be the 
location of the Holy 
of Holies. 
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Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo

Pentecost

James executed, Peter imprisoned 

PentecostPentecost

Justin MartyrJustin Martyr

The iconostasis of an 
Orthodox church separates 
the nave (the central area 
of the church) and the altar.

Bible Development 

Key Person  

Church Council  

Key Event   

John Wycliffe Reading His Translation of 
the Bible to John of Gaunt by Ford Madox 
Brown (1847–1861)
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AD 1 AD 100 AD 200 AD 300 AD 400 AD 500 AD 600 AD 700 AD 900AD 800 AD 1000 AD 1200 AD 1400AD 1100 AD 1300 AD 1500

  Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem c. 6–4 BC

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, c. 26

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 30

  Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is stoned 
to death in Jerusalem 32

  Conversion of the apostle Paul 37

  Conversion of Roman centurion, Cornelius 41

  Followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Christians persecuted under King Herod Agrippa. 
James executed, Peter imprisoned 44

 Council of Jerusalem agrees with Paul that Gentile 
converts are not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Jesus crucified, resurrected, ascends into heaven 30

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, 

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples   Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 

  Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven   Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven 

  One of the earliest Christian churches erected at Corinth 50

 Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians written c. 56

 Gospel according to Mark written c. 58

 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke written c. 60–62

  Peter and Paul taken to Rome; executed under Nero 64–68

  Great fire in Rome blamed on Christians; Emperor Nero 
tortures and kills thousands of Christians 64

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81

  Domitian becomes emperor; persecution of Christians intensifies; 81

 Gospel according to John written 85

Writings of early church leaders Barnabas, Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

All New Testament books written 49–96

AD 1

  Death of John, the only disciple to die a natural death 100

AD 100

  Division between church and synagogue is complete c. 100

  Martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch c. 107

 Gnostic heresies gain popularity and are vigorously 
refuted by Church leaders 100–250

  Second Jewish rebellion; Jerusalem destroyed 132–135

  Marcion excommunicated for heresy by Church of Rome c. 144

The Didache and Apostles’ Creed written during this century 100–200

  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle 
John, is burned at the stake 155

  Hippolytus records the Apostolike Paradosis (Apostolic Tradition), 
which includes an early form of the Apostles’ Creed 170–236

  Irenaeus of Lyons writes Against Heresies; 
lists 20 New Testament books officially accepted 
and recognized as authoritative c. 180

  Justin Martyr, theologian, writes his first Apology c. 155

 Christianity spreads in the Roman Empire despite persecution 197

  Church leader Papias mentions the four Gospels c. 110

  Rylands Fragment: oldest New Testament fragment still in 
existence today c. 110

  Easter controversy concerning the day to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 196

AD 200

  Roman persecution of Christians under Septimius Severus c. 200

The church recognizes 23 New Testament books as canonical, 
but it is unlikely these are collected yet into one volume 200

The Scriptures have been translated into seven languages, 
including Syriac and Coptic (Egyptian) 200

The bishopric of Rome is by this time recognized 
as having the highest honor 200

  Manichaeism originates in Persia (Iran today) 242

  Origen writes “Hexapla,” the Old Testament in six Hebrew and Greek texts 230

  Clement of Alexandria, theologian, dies 215

  Origen, Alexandrian philosopher and theologian, founds a school in Caesarea c. 220

  Roman persecution under several emperors; Christianity grows rapidly 235–270

  Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyred after rejecting idolatry 258

  First church buildings erected as rectangular-shaped basilicas 261

  Monasticism begins in Egypt by Pachomius c. 270

  Roman Empire divided into East and West 292

Tertullian, church father, converted 208

  Perpetua, young mother and martyr, records early 
Christian experience in prison diary 203

AD 300–700

 Emperor Diocletian leads the harshest persecution of the church 303–305

 Donatist schism in North Africa 311–411

 Arius claims that Jesus Christ is a created being 320

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 313

 Constantine sees vision of the cross 312

 Eusebius of Caesarea writes the fi rst history of Christianity 324

 St. Peter’s church in Rome erected 330

 Council of Nicaea 325

 Constantine baptized a few days before death 337

 The Great Cappadocians oppose Arian teachings 364

  Canon of the New Testament confi rmed in the East 367

 Council of Ephesus condemns Nestorianism and Pelagianism 431 

 Council of Chalcedon 451 

 Council of Constantinople I  381

  Canon of the New Testament confi rmed in the West 397

 Constantine establishes capital at Byzantium 
and renames it Constantinople 330

  Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus c. 350

 Jerome completes translation of Bible into Latin (Vulgate) 405

 Patrick evangelizes Ireland 432

 First plans of the Vatican Palace in Rome are laid 500

  By end of century, Scriptures translated into 13 languages 499

 Syrian Orthodox Church establishes monophysite monastery in Ethiopia 500

  Codex Bezae, the New Testament in Greek and Latin, produced 500

 Fall of the Western Roman Empire 476

 First schism between Western and Eastern Churches after pope’s 
excommunication of Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 484

 Eastern and Western Churches reconcile 519

 Irish monasteries fl ourish as centers of learning, spiritual life, and training for missionaries 520

 Monk Benedict begins his monastery and writes the Rule, a guide for monastic life 529

 Wales converted to Christianity by St. David 550

 The Golden Era of Byzantine art begins 550

 Fifth Council of Constantinople 553

 St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople consecrated 563

 Gregory I elected first of the medieval popes 590

 Augustine, bishop of Hippo (North Africa) 395–430

 Pope Gregory the Great introduces the Bible in picture books for illiterate people 600

 Muslims sweep through Palestine and conquer Jerusalem 632

The Venerable Bede, English monk and historian, born 672

  Earliest Old English (Anglo-Saxon) translations and paraphrases of 
portions of the Bible by Caedmon and Aldhelm 676–709

 Dome of the Rock, a shrine of Islam, built on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 688–691

 John of Damascus, theologian opposing iconoclasm (image-breaking) 675–753

 Muhammad declares himself to be Prophet of God; founds the religion of Islam 610

 Eastern and Western churches drift further apart 680–692

 Seventh Council of Nicaea 787

AD 700–1000 AD 1000–1500

 Greek, instead of Latin, becomes the official language of the Eastern Roman Empire c. 700

 Boniface, “Apostle to the Germans,” establishes Benedictine monasticism 716

 Bede translates Gospel of John into English; writes Ecclesiastical History 720

 First official acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 726

 Pope Gregory II excommunicates the Byzantine emperor; supports the veneration of icons 730

 Pope Gregory III asks Charles Martel for help against Lombards, Greeks, and Arabs 739

 Charlemagne crowned first Holy Roman emperor in Rome by Pope Leo III 800

 Muslim Moors invade Spain and Portugal, their first foothold in Europe 711

 Christians in Egypt are persecuted and forced to wear five-pound crosses around their necks 837

  Bulgarian Church separates from Rome and Constantinople 917

 Christianization of Hungary begins 942

 First monastic foundation at Mt. Athos, Greece 963

 First canonization of saints 993

 Caliph El Hakim persecutes Copts in Egypt, destroying thousands of 
churches and forcing conversion to Islam 996

 Cyril and Methodius, “Apostles of the Slavs,” start missionary work in Moravia 863

 Sweden is evangelized by Anskar, “Apostle of the North” 829

 Persecution of image worshipers in the Eastern Empire 832

Vivian Bible, one of earliest illustrated manuscripts, written in Tours 845

The pope and the patriarch of Constantinople excommunicate each other 879

 Photian Schism over issues with the Nicene Creed 867

 Oldest complete copy of the Masoretic text (Hebrew Old Testament) 920

Veneration of images reestablished 842

Widespread fear of the end of the world and the Last Judgment 1000

 Muslims destroy the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 1009

 First persecution of Waldensian heretics in Germany 1012

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, theologian 1033–1109

 Great Schism between the Western and the Eastern Churches 1054

 Edward the Confessor begins building Westminster Cathedral 1052

 Normans (French Christians) conquer Britain, Sicily, and evangelize the Celts 1066

 Emergence of strong papacy when Gregory VII (Hildebrand) becomes pope 1073

 First Crusade 1097–1099 

 Concordat of Worms (Germany) addresses the power struggle between the papacy and 
the Holy Roman Emperors 1122

 First Lateran Council (Rome) ratifies the Concordat of Worms 1123

 In response to persecution, disasters, and prophecies, false messiahs appear in France and Persia 1138

 Second Lateran Council (Rome) focuses on pseudo-popes (popes elected by unauthorized councils) 1139

 College of Cardinals established by pope 1150

 Second Crusade 1146

 Bernard founds a monastery at Clairvaux 1115

Third Crusade 1189–1192 

 Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem 1187

Third Lateran Council denounces the Waldensians and Albigensians 1177

 Pope Innocent III claims right of the pope to oversee moral conduct of heads of state and to choose rulers, including the emperor; the height of papal authority 1201

 Fourth Crusade 1202

 Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling preachers (Franciscans) 1209

 Fourth Lateran Council condemns Waldensians and Albigensians; affirms doctrine of transubstantiation 1215

 Fifth Crusade to defeat Egypt fails; Francis of Assisi crosses enemy lines to preach to the sultan 1217

 Crusaders recover Jerusalem by negotiation 1229

The Inquisition in France forbids Bible reading by laymen 1229

The Papal Inquisition (Rome) established 1231

 Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 1244

Thomas Aquinas, the most influential medieval theologian, writes Summa Theologiae 1255

 Pope Boniface VIII claims supremacy over secular rulers 1302

The Bubonic Plague, also known as the Black Death, kills 33% of the people in Europe (about 40 million) 1348–1351

 John Wycliffe proposes limits to Papal authority and that the Bible should be 
available to people in their own language 1371

 Jan Hus, forerunner of the Reformation, is born 1373

 Great Papal Schism: Two popes at one time 1378

 Catherine of Sienna, mystic, sees a vision calling the new pope, Gregory XI, to 
return the papacy to Rome, which he does in 1377. 1376

Wycliffe Bible completed: first complete Bible in any modern European language 1382

 John Wycliffe, “morning star of the Reformation,” dies 1383

 In England, it becomes illegal to translate or read the Bible in English without permission 
of a bishop 1408

 Pope John XXIII excommunicates Jan Hus for heresy 1411

The Council of Constance condemns Wycliffe and demands that Jan Hus recant 1414–1418

The Council of Florence affirms the primacy of the pope over general councils 1438

Vatican Library founded 1450

 Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople 1453

 Johann Gutenberg prints the Latin Vulgate 1456

 Beginning of the Spanish Inquisition under joint direction of 
state and church 1478

 Martin Luther is born 1483

Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas 
by Benozzo Gozzoli (1471)

The seaport Acre 
(Acco), the last 
Crusader stronghold 
in the Holy Land, fell 
to Egyptian Mamluks 
in 1291.
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The Expansion of Christianity

Christianity grew significantly in the first century of its existence. From about AD 150 to AD 350, 
it grew exponentially. Some scholars estimate that it grew from about 1,000 people in AD 40 to 
somewhere between 5 to 8 million people in AD 350.  

Key Reasons for this Explosive Growth
• Christianity was a “sharing” religion. Sharing the faith is part of what it means to be a 

Christian.
• Christians cared for the sick, the widows, and the orphans. As a religion of love and grace, it 

brought much needed hope and encouragement to people who had been neglected in society. 
• God blessed the faithful efforts of early Christian missionaries and believers who suffered 

for their faith, yet shared it courageously with people around them.
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Emperor Constantine legalized 
Christianity in AD 313, ending the 
persecution of Christians in the West.

The Dome of the 
Rock, built in 688. 
The exposed bedrock 
in the center of this 
Muslim shrine in 
Jerusalem is believed 
by archaeologist Leen 
Ritmeyer to be the 
location of the Holy 
of Holies. 
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Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo Augustine, bishop of Hippo

Pentecost

James executed, Peter imprisoned 
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Justin MartyrJustin Martyr

The iconostasis of an 
Orthodox church separates 
the nave (the central area 
of the church) and the altar.

Bible Development 

Key Person  

Church Council  

Key Event   

John Wycliffe Reading His Translation of 
the Bible to John of Gaunt by Ford Madox 
Brown (1847–1861)
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AD 1 AD 100 AD 200 AD 300 AD 400 AD 500 AD 600 AD 700 AD 900AD 800 AD 1000 AD 1200 AD 1400AD 1100 AD 1300 AD 1500

  Birth of Jesus Christ in Bethlehem c. 6–4 BC

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, c. 26

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 30

  Stephen, the first Christian martyr, is stoned 
to death in Jerusalem 32

  Conversion of the apostle Paul 37

  Conversion of Roman centurion, Cornelius 41

  Followers of Christ first called Christians at Antioch 46

  Christians persecuted under King Herod Agrippa. 
James executed, Peter imprisoned 44

 Council of Jerusalem agrees with Paul that Gentile 
converts are not required to follow Jewish law 49

  Jesus crucified, resurrected, ascends into heaven 30

  Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30,   Beginning of Jesus’ public ministry: age 30, 

  Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples   Pentecost: the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus’ disciples 

  Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven   Jesus crucifi ed, resurrected, ascends into heaven 

  One of the earliest Christian churches erected at Corinth 50

 Paul’s Letters to the Corinthians written c. 56

 Gospel according to Mark written c. 58

 Gospels according to Matthew and Luke written c. 60–62

  Peter and Paul taken to Rome; executed under Nero 64–68

  Great fire in Rome blamed on Christians; Emperor Nero 
tortures and kills thousands of Christians 64

  Jewish revolt against Romans; Jerusalem captured and destroyed 70

Antioch becomes the center for Christianity 70

  Colosseum in Rome built; Christians thrown to beasts 71–81

  Domitian becomes emperor; persecution of Christians intensifies; 81

 Gospel according to John written 85

Writings of early church leaders Barnabas, Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp 85–150

All New Testament books written 49–96

AD 1

  Death of John, the only disciple to die a natural death 100

AD 100

  Division between church and synagogue is complete c. 100

  Martyrdom of Ignatius, bishop of Antioch c. 107

 Gnostic heresies gain popularity and are vigorously 
refuted by Church leaders 100–250

  Second Jewish rebellion; Jerusalem destroyed 132–135

  Marcion excommunicated for heresy by Church of Rome c. 144

The Didache and Apostles’ Creed written during this century 100–200

  Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna and disciple of the apostle 
John, is burned at the stake 155

  Hippolytus records the Apostolike Paradosis (Apostolic Tradition), 
which includes an early form of the Apostles’ Creed 170–236

  Irenaeus of Lyons writes Against Heresies; 
lists 20 New Testament books officially accepted 
and recognized as authoritative c. 180

  Justin Martyr, theologian, writes his first Apology c. 155

 Christianity spreads in the Roman Empire despite persecution 197

  Church leader Papias mentions the four Gospels c. 110

  Rylands Fragment: oldest New Testament fragment still in 
existence today c. 110

  Easter controversy concerning the day to celebrate Christ’s resurrection 196

AD 200

  Roman persecution of Christians under Septimius Severus c. 200

The church recognizes 23 New Testament books as canonical, 
but it is unlikely these are collected yet into one volume 200

The Scriptures have been translated into seven languages, 
including Syriac and Coptic (Egyptian) 200

The bishopric of Rome is by this time recognized 
as having the highest honor 200

  Manichaeism originates in Persia (Iran today) 242

  Origen writes “Hexapla,” the Old Testament in six Hebrew and Greek texts 230

  Clement of Alexandria, theologian, dies 215

  Origen, Alexandrian philosopher and theologian, founds a school in Caesarea c. 220

  Roman persecution under several emperors; Christianity grows rapidly 235–270

  Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyred after rejecting idolatry 258

  First church buildings erected as rectangular-shaped basilicas 261

  Monasticism begins in Egypt by Pachomius c. 270

  Roman Empire divided into East and West 292

Tertullian, church father, converted 208

  Perpetua, young mother and martyr, records early 
Christian experience in prison diary 203

AD 300–700

 Emperor Diocletian leads the harshest persecution of the church 303–305

 Donatist schism in North Africa 311–411

Arius claims that Jesus Christ is a created being 320

 Edict of Milan (Toleration); Christianity is legalized in the Roman Empire 313

 Constantine sees vision of the cross 312

 Eusebius of Caesarea writes the first history of Christianity 324

 St. Peter’s church in Rome erected 330

 Council of Nicaea 325

 Constantine baptized a few days before death 337

The Great Cappadocians oppose Arian teachings 364

  Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the East 367

 Council of Ephesus condemns Nestorianism and Pelagianism 431

 Council of Chalcedon 451

 Council of Constantinople I  381

  Canon of the New Testament confirmed in the West 397

 Constantine establishes capital at Byzantium 
and renames it Constantinople 330

  Codex Vaticanus and Codex Sinaiticus c. 350

 Jerome completes translation of Bible into Latin (Vulgate) 405

 Patrick evangelizes Ireland 432

 First plans of the Vatican Palace in Rome are laid 500

  By end of century, Scriptures translated into 13 languages 499

 Syrian Orthodox Church establishes monophysite monastery in Ethiopia 500

  Codex Bezae, the New Testament in Greek and Latin, produced 500

 Fall of the Western Roman Empire 476

 First schism between Western and Eastern Churches after pope’s 
excommunication of Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 484

 Eastern and Western Churches reconcile 519

 Irish monasteries flourish as centers of learning, spiritual life, and training for missionaries 520

 Monk Benedict begins his monastery and writes the Rule, a guide for monastic life 529

Wales converted to Christianity by St. David 550

The Golden Era of Byzantine art begins 550

 Fifth Council of Constantinople 553

 St. Sophia Basilica in Constantinople consecrated 563

 Gregory I elected fi rst of the medieval popes 590

Augustine, bishop of Hippo (North Africa) 395–430  

 Pope Gregory the Great introduces the Bible in picture books for illiterate people 600

 Muslims sweep through Palestine and conquer Jerusalem 632

 The Venerable Bede, English monk and historian, born 672

  Earliest Old English (Anglo-Saxon) translations and paraphrases of 
portions of the Bible by Caedmon and Aldhelm 676–709

 Dome of the Rock, a shrine of Islam, built on Temple Mount in Jerusalem 688–691

 John of Damascus, theologian opposing iconoclasm (image-breaking) 675–753

 Muhammad declares himself to be Prophet of God; founds the religion of Islam 610

 Eastern and Western churches drift further apart 680–692

 Seventh Council of Nicaea 787

AD 700–1000 AD 1000–1500

 Greek, instead of Latin, becomes the offi cial language of the Eastern Roman Empire c. 700

 Boniface, “Apostle to the Germans,” establishes Benedictine monasticism 716

 Bede translates Gospel of John into English; writes Ecclesiastical History 720

 First offi cial acts of iconoclasm (destruction of sacred images) by Emperor Leo III and Emperor Constantine V 726

 Pope Gregory II excommunicates the Byzantine emperor; supports the veneration of icons 730

 Pope Gregory III asks Charles Martel for help against Lombards, Greeks, and Arabs 739

 Charlemagne crowned fi rst Holy Roman emperor in Rome by Pope Leo III 800

 Muslim Moors invade Spain and Portugal, their fi rst foothold in Europe 711

 Christians in Egypt are persecuted and forced to wear five-pound crosses around their necks 837

  Bulgarian Church separates from Rome and Constantinople 917

 Christianization of Hungary begins 942

 First monastic foundation at Mt. Athos, Greece 963

 First canonization of saints 993

 Caliph El Hakim persecutes Copts in Egypt, destroying thousands of 
churches and forcing conversion to Islam 996

 Cyril and Methodius, “Apostles of the Slavs,” start missionary work in Moravia 863

 Sweden is evangelized by Anskar, “Apostle of the North” 829

 Persecution of image worshipers in the Eastern Empire 832

  Vivian Bible, one of earliest illustrated manuscripts, written in Tours 845

 The pope and the patriarch of Constantinople excommunicate each other 879

 Photian Schism over issues with the Nicene Creed 867

 Oldest complete copy of the Masoretic text (Hebrew Old Testament) 920

 Veneration of images reestablished 842

Widespread fear of the end of the world and the Last Judgment 1000

 Muslims destroy the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem 1009

 First persecution of Waldensian heretics in Germany 1012

Anselm, archbishop of Canterbury, theologian 1033–1109

 Great Schism between the Western and the Eastern Churches 1054

 Edward the Confessor begins building Westminster Cathedral 1052

 Normans (French Christians) conquer Britain, Sicily, and evangelize the Celts 1066

 Emergence of strong papacy when Gregory VII (Hildebrand) becomes pope 1073

 First Crusade 1097–1099 

 Concordat of Worms (Germany) addresses the power struggle between the papacy and 
the Holy Roman Emperors 1122

 First Lateran Council (Rome) ratifies the Concordat of Worms 1123

 In response to persecution, disasters, and prophecies, false messiahs appear in France and Persia 1138

 Second Lateran Council (Rome) focuses on pseudo-popes (popes elected by unauthorized councils) 1139

 College of Cardinals established by pope 1150

 Second Crusade 1146

 Bernard founds a monastery at Clairvaux 1115

Third Crusade 1189–1192 

 Muslim general Saladin defeats Crusaders at the Horns of Hattin (Galilee) and captures Jerusalem 1187

Third Lateran Council denounces the Waldensians and Albigensians 1177

 Pope Innocent III claims right of the pope to oversee moral conduct of heads of state and to choose rulers, including the emperor; the height of papal authority 1201

 Fourth Crusade 1202

 Francis of Assisi gives away his wealth and starts group of traveling preachers (Franciscans) 1209

 Fourth Lateran Council condemns Waldensians and Albigensians; affirms doctrine of transubstantiation 1215

 Fifth Crusade to defeat Egypt fails; Francis of Assisi crosses enemy lines to preach to the sultan 1217

 Crusaders recover Jerusalem by negotiation 1229

The Inquisition in France forbids Bible reading by laymen 1229

The Papal Inquisition (Rome) established 1231

 Muslims recapture Jerusalem by force 1244

Thomas Aquinas, the most influential medieval theologian, writes Summa Theologiae 1255

 Pope Boniface VIII claims supremacy over secular rulers 1302

The Bubonic Plague, also known as the Black Death, kills 33% of the people in Europe (about 40 million) 1348–1351

 John Wycliffe proposes limits to Papal authority and that the Bible should be 
available to people in their own language 1371

 Jan Hus, forerunner of the Reformation, is born 1373

 Great Papal Schism: Two popes at one time 1378

 Catherine of Sienna, mystic, sees a vision calling the new pope, Gregory XI, to 
return the papacy to Rome, which he does in 1377. 1376

Wycliffe Bible completed: first complete Bible in any modern European language 1382

 John Wycliffe, “morning star of the Reformation,” dies 1383

 In England, it becomes illegal to translate or read the Bible in English without permission 
of a bishop 1408

 Pope John XXIII excommunicates Jan Hus for heresy 1411

The Council of Constance condemns Wycliffe and demands that Jan Hus recant 1414–1418

The Council of Florence affirms the primacy of the pope over general councils 1438

Vatican Library founded 1450

 Ottoman Turks capture Constantinople 1453

 Johann Gutenberg prints the Latin Vulgate 1456

 Beginning of the Spanish Inquisition under joint direction of 
state and church 1478

 Martin Luther is born 1483

Triumph of St. Thomas Aquinas 
by Benozzo Gozzoli (1471)

The seaport Acre 
(Acco), the last 
Crusader stronghold 
in the Holy Land, fell 
to Egyptian Mamluks 
in 1291.
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The Expansion of Christianity

Christianity grew significantly in the first century of its existence. From about AD 150 to AD 350, 
it grew exponentially. Some scholars estimate that it grew from about 1,000 people in AD 40 to 
somewhere between 5 to 8 million people in AD 350.  

Key Reasons for this Explosive Growth
• Christianity was a “sharing” religion. Sharing the faith is part of what it means to be a 

Christian.
• Christians cared for the sick, the widows, and the orphans. As a religion of love and grace, it 

brought much needed hope and encouragement to people who had been neglected in society. 
• God blessed the faithful efforts of early Christian missionaries and believers who suffered 

for their faith, yet shared it courageously with people around them.
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Emperor Constantine legalized 
Christianity in AD 313, ending the 
persecution of Christians in the West.

The Dome of the 
Rock, built in 688. 
The exposed bedrock 
in the center of this 
Muslim shrine in 
Jerusalem is believed 
by archaeologist Leen 
Ritmeyer to be the 
location of the Holy 
of Holies. 
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Pentecost

James executed, Peter imprisoned 

PentecostPentecost

Justin MartyrJustin Martyr

The iconostasis of an 
Orthodox church separates 
the nave (the central area 
of the church) and the altar.

Bible Development 

Key Person  

Church Council  

Key Event   

John Wycliffe Reading His Translation of 
the Bible to John of Gaunt by Ford Madox 
Brown (1847–1861)
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