T H € aPyB LN (s

< | } =
A \ _-',.-I - 1 i1 R
. ¢ | o B
2 ] )
G s 2 iE i . R
$ ?’L T Y < | [
- e ol A T i !
BT s h




The Prince’s Poison Cup

Text: © 2008 by R.C. Sproul
Tllustrations: © 2008 by Justin Gerard

Published by Reformation Trust Publishing
a division of Ligonier Ministries
421 Ligonier Court, Sanford, FL 32771

www.ligonier.org www.reformationtrust.com

Printed in Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico
RR Donnelley and Sons

July 2011

First edition, third printing

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means-electronic, mechanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise-without the prior written permission of the publisher,
Reformation Trust Publishing. The only exception is brief quotations in printed reviews.

Creative direction: Geoff Stevens
Cover and interior design: Matt Mantooth
Tllustration: Justin Gerard

All Scripture quotations in the “For Parents” section are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Sproul, R. C. (Robert Charles), 1939-

The prince’s poison cup /by R.C. Sproul ; illustrations by Justin Gerard.

p. cm.

Summary: In order to persuade a child to take her bitter-tasting medicine when she is sick, her grandfather tells her a story in
which a prince saves the people from sin by drinking from a poisoned fountain.

ISBN 978-1-56769-104-7

[1. Christian life--Fiction. 2. Parables.] I. Gerard, Justin, ill. IT. Title.

PZ7.87693Pt 2008

[E]--dc22

2008026899



To Ella Ruth Cobb,
our delightful first great-granddaughter

-R. C. SPROUL







“Shall I not drink the cup

that the Father has given me?”

JOHN 18:118B







NE MORNING not so long ago, in a snug house in a

small town, a little girl was feeling sick. Her name was

Ella Ruth, but her family simply called her Ella.

Ella had a bad tummy ache, so the doctor had given her some
medicine. Ella’s father poured some of the medicine into a spoon.
But as soon as Ella saw the medicine, she frowned and said: “Oh,

Daddy, this medicine looks yucky. Do I really have to take it?”

Her father smiled and said, “Yes, dear, you have to take your

medicine if you want to get well.”

So Ella worked up her courage and finished the medicine just as her
father told her. But then she asked, “Daddy, why does medicine taste

so bad if it’s going to make us well?”

“Well,” her father said, “that’s a question that you should ask
Grandpa. He always can answer your hard questions. He’s coming to
visit this afternoon. Get some rest so you’ll be feeling better when he

gets here.”
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Ella took a nap and woke up when Grandpa arrived. He hugged Ella
and asked her how she was feeling, and Ella told him she was feeling
better. Then she looked up at him and said, “Grandpa, may I ask you

a question?”

Grandpa nodded and replied, “Of course, my dear.”




“Grandpa, why is my medicine so yucky if it’s going to make

me well?”

Grandpa looked thoughtful. “That’s a very good question, Ella,” he

said. “Some things that look or taste or smell wonderful are really

awful. But sometimes things that seem terrible are actually very good.

I even remember a story in which both of these strange things were
true. Would you like to hear it?”

“Ob, yes!” Ella said. She loved the stories Grandpa told to explain
things. So Grandpa sat down and Ella snuggled up close beside him.
Grandpa began by saying:
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GRAND DA SAID, “SOME THINGS THAT LOOK ORTASTE OR SMELL WONDERFUL
ARE REALLY AWFUL. BUT SOMETIMES THINGS THAT SEEM TERRIBLE ARE
ACTUALLY VERY GOOD. 1 EVEN REMEMBEER A STORY IN WHICH BOTH OFf

THESE .'-‘»']'I%.e\l\(_';l-l TH IN(:;S WERE TRUE. WOULD YOU LIKE TO HEAR I’I‘?”

THE PBINCE’S

POISON CUP

In this gripping allegorical tale, theologian, pastor, and author Dr. R. C. Sproul continues
his life’s work of making deep biblical concepts clear and understandable—even to children.
The Prince’s Poison Cup tells the story of Jesus’ willingness to drink the terrible “cup” of the
Father’s wrath at great cost to Himself—humiliation, suffering, and death. But in the
conclusion of the story, children will see the triumph of Christ and the great good that
came from His obedience to His Father’s will. Sumptuous illustrations by Justin Gerard will
capture children’s imaginations, while discussion questions with Scripture references in the

back will help parents teach their children the great truths behind the allegory.
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