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ABOUT THE BIBLE

This four-color apologetics Bible for elementary-age children offers
hundreds of features to intrigue and challenge young readers. Part
of the successful Apologetics Study Bible brand, the CSB Defend
Your Faith Bible introduces apologetics to kids and equips them to
understand what they believe, why they believe it, and how to defend it.
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Part of what makes the CSB Defend Your Faith Bible so special is the
readable, faithful-to-the-original text of the Christian Standard Bible.
The CSB's optimal blend of accuracy and readability makes it a
trustworthy, easy-to-understand resources for kids to study and
memorize today—and to live and share for a lifetime.
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The Christian Standard Bible presents the truth of God’s Word with accuracy and
clarity for today’s readers, equipping them for lifelong discipleship. It’s a Bible you
can teach from with confidence and a Bible you can share with your neighbor who
is hearing God’s Word for the very first time.

OPTIMAL EQUIVALENCE

The CSB was created using Optimal Equivalence, a translation philosophy that
pursues both linguistic precision to the original languages and readability in
contemporary English.

In the many places throughout Scripture where a word-for-word rendering is
clearly understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-for-word
rendering might obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic
translation is used. This process assures that both the words and thoughts contained
in the original text are conveyed as accurately as possible for today’s readers.
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ark gets right to the point, stating that Jesus is God’s Son. Mark’s Gospel is shortest
in length and packed with action. Mark uses the word immediately nearly forty times.
Jesus always seems to be on the move.

Mark writes to a non-Jewish audience. He puts an emphasis on Christ’s miracles and
servant heart. Although Mark wasn’t one of the twelve disciples, he knew Jesus. His main
source of information about Jesus’s life was Peter, one of the Lord’s closest friends. Later,
Mark went on missionary journeys mentioned in the book of Acts. By showing how Jesus
cared for needy people, Mark gives us an example to follow. Jesus was a King, but He
was also a servant—ultimately sacrificing His life on the cross for our sins. By capturing
Christ’s wondrous miracles and resurrection from the dead, Mark provides evidence of
Jesus’s redemptive power.

WHO WROTE IT
Mark (also called John Mark)

WHEN IT WAS WRITTEN
Mark was written from AD 55-60, about twenty-five years after Jesus was
crucified and rose from the dead. It was the first Gospel to be written.

WHAT PART OF HISTORY
Mark covers Jesus’s baptism by John and the start of Christ’s earthly ministry
(AD 26-30). The book ends with Christ’s resurrection.

KEY CHARACTERS
Jesus

His disciples

John the Baptist
Blind Bartimaeus
Pharisees

Simon of Cyrene
Joseph of Arimathea
Pontius Pilate
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BAPTISM

Baptism is a public display person. Only by believing in
Jesus and praying for the for-
giveness of sins can a person
be saved. Baptism is an act
of obedience. It’'s a symbol of
how Christ makes us clean.

of faith where a person is
immersed in water to show
that he or she has made a
commitment to follow Jesus.
Baptism doesn’t “save” a

THE MESSIAH'S HERALD

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.A 2 As itis written
in Isaiah the prophet:®
See, [ am sending my messenger
ahead of you;
he will prepare your way.“°
3 Avoice of one crying out
in the wilderness:
Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight!®
4John camebaptizingFin the wilderness and
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. > The whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and they were bap-
tized by him in the Jordan River, confessing
their sins.® John wore a camel-hair garment
with a leather belt around his waist and ate
locusts and wild honey.
7He proclaimed, “One who is more pow-
erful thanIamis coming after me.[am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the strap
of his sandals. 81 baptize you with® water,
buthe will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth
in Galilee and was baptized in the Jordan
by John. ° As soon as he came up out of the
water, he saw the heavens being torn open
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove.
" And a voice came from heaven: “You are
mybeloved Son; with youlam well-pleased.”

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS

2Immediately the Spirit drove himinto the
wilderness.'* He was in the wilderness forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with
the wild animals, and the angels were serv-
ing him.

MINISTRY IN GALILEE

4 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Gal-
ilee, proclaiming the good news"' of God:

996

By being baptized, you follow
in Jesus’s footsteps. Many
people, including Jesus,
came to John the Baptist to
be baptized in the Jordan
River.

5“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near. Repent and believe the
good news!”

THE FIRST DISCIPLES

16 As he passed alongside the Sea of Galilee,
he saw Simon and Andrew, Simon's brother,
casting a net into the sea— for they were
fishermen. 7 “Follow me,” Jesus told them,
“and Iwillmake you fish for’ people.” ¥ Im-
mediately they left their nets and followed
him." Going on alittle farther, he saw James
the son of Zebedee and his brother John in
a boat putting their nets in order. 2° Imme-
diately he called them, and they left their
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men and followed him.

DRIVING OUT AN UNCLEAN SPIRIT

21They went into Capernaum, and right
away he entered the synagogue on the
Sabbath and began to teach. 22 They were
astonished at his teaching because he was
teaching them as one who had authority,
and not like the scribes.

23 Just then a man with an unclean spir-
it was in their synagogue. He cried out,
24"What do you have to do with us, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I
know who you are — the Holy One of God!”

25 Jesus rebuked him saying, “Be silent,
and come out of him!” 26 And the unclean
spirit threw him into convulsions, shouted
with aloud voice, and came out of him.

21They were all amazed, and so they be-
gan to ask each other: “What is this? A new
teaching with authority!* He commands
even the unclean spirits, and they obey
him.” 28 At once the news about him spread
throughout the entire vicinity of Galilee.

HEALINGS AT CAPERNAUM

29 Ag soon as they left the synagogue, they
went into Simon and Andrew’s house with
James and John. 3°Simon’'s mother-in-law

A1:1Some mss omit the Son of God  B1:2 Other mss read in the prophets ©1:2 Other mss add before
you P12Mal3:1 E1:31s40:3 F1:4 Orjohnthe Baptistcame ©1:8 Orin "1:14 Other mss add of the
kingdom '1:14 Or gospel 1:17 Or you to become fishers of ¥1:27 Other mss read “What is this? What

is this new teaching? For with authority
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was lying in bed with a fever, and they told
him about her at once. 3'So he went to her,
took herby thehand, and raised her up. The
feverleft her,” and she began to serve them.

32When evening came, after the sun had
set, they brought to him all those who were
sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole
town was assembled at the door, 34and he
healed many who were sick with various
diseases and drove out many demons. And
he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.

PREACHING IN GALILEE

35Very early in the morning, while it was
still dark, he got up, went out, and made
his way to a deserted place; and there he
was praying. 3¢ Simon and his companions
searched for him, 37 and when they found
him they said, “Everyoneislooking foryou.”

38 And he said to them, “Let’s go on to the
neighboring villages so that I may preach
there too. This is why I have come.”

A MAN CLEANSED

39 He went into all of Galilee, preaching in
their synagogues and driving out demons.
40Then a man with leprosy® came to him
and, on his knees, € begged him: “If you are
willing, you can make me clean.” ' Moved
with compassion,® Jesus reached out his
hand and touched him. “I am willing,” he
told him. “Be made clean.” 42 Immediate-
ly the leprosy left him, and he was made
clean. 43Then he sternly warned him and
sent him away at once, 44 telling him, “See
that you say nothing to anyone; but go and
show yourself to the priest, and offer what
Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a
testimony to them.” 45 Yet he went out and
began to proclaim it widely and to spread
the news, with the result that Jesus could
no longer enter a town openly. But he was
outin deserted places, and they came to him
from everywhere.

THE SON OF MAN FORGIVES AND HEALS

Whenheentered Capernaumagain after
somedays, itwasreported thathe was at
home. 2So many people gathered together
that there wasnomoreroom, noteveninthe
doorway, and he was speaking the word to
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them.3They came to himbringing a paralyt-
ic, carried by four of them. 4 Since they were
not able to bring him to Jesus because of
the crowd, they removed the roof above him,
and after digging through it, they lowered
the mat on which the paralytic was lying.
5Seeing their faith, Jesus told the paralytic,
“Son, your sins are forgiven.”

6But some of the scribes were sitting
there, questioning in their hearts: 7“Why
does he speak like this? He's blaspheming!
Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8Right away Jesus perceived in his spir-
it that they were thinking like this with-
in themselves and said to them, “Why are
you thinking these things in your hearts?
9Which is easier: to say to the paralytic,
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up,
take your mat, and walk'? '° But so that you
may know that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins” — he told the par-
alytic— ""“I tell you: get up, take your mat,
and go home."

2Immediately he got up, took the mat,
and went out in front of everyone. As a re-
sult, they were all astounded and gave glory
to God, saying, “We have never seen any-
thing like this!”

THE CALL OF LEVI

13 Jesus went out again beside the sea. The
whole crowd was coming to him, and he
was teaching them. ¥ Then, passing by, he
saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the
tollbooth, and he said to him, “Follow me,”
and he got up and followed him.

1> While he was reclining at the table in
Levi'shouse, many tax collectors and sinners
were eating ® with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many who were following him.
6When the scribes who were Pharisees"
saw that he was eating with sinners and tax
collectors, they asked his disciples, “Why
does he eat'with tax collectors and sinners?”

7When Jesus heard this, he told them, “It
isnot those who are well whoneed a doctor,
but those who are sick.Ididn't come to call
therighteous, but sinners.”

A QUESTION ABOUT FASTING

8 Now John's disciples and the Pharisees’
were fasting. People came and asked him,

A1:310ther mssadd atonce B1:40 Gk /epros ; aterm for various skin diseases, also inv. 42; see
Lv13-14 ©1:40 Other mss omit on his knees °1:41 Other mss Moved with indignation £1:44 Or
againstthem F2:4 Other mssread ableto getnear ©2:15 Litreclining together "2:16 Other mss
read scribes and Pharisees '2:16 Other mss add and drink 2:18 Other mss read The disciples of John

and of the Pharisees
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“Why do John's disciples and the Pharisees’
disciples fast, but your disciples do not
fast?”

9 Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests
cannot fast while the groom is with them,
can they? As long as they have the groom
with them, they cannot fast. 2 But the time*
will come when the groom will be taken
away from them, and then they will fast on
thatday.?'No one sews a patch of unshrunk
clothonanold garment. Otherwise, the new
patch pulls away from the old cloth, and a
worse tear is made. 22 And no one puts new
wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the
wine will burst the skins, and the wine is
lostas well as the skins. No, new wine is put
into fresh wineskins.”

LORD OF THE SABBATH

230n the Sabbath he was going through
the grainfields, and his disciples began
to make their way, picking some heads of
grain. 24 The Pharisees said to him, “Look,
why are they doing what is not lawful on
the Sabbath?”

25 He said to them, “Have you never read
what David and those who were with him
did when he was in need and hungry —
26 how he entered the house of God in the
time of Abiathar the high priest and ate
the bread of the Presence — which is not
lawful for anyone to eat except the priests
—and also gave some to his compan-
ions?” 2 Then he told them, “The Sabbath
was made for® man and not man for the
Sabbath. 28 So then, the Son of Man is Lord
even of the Sabbath.”

Jesus entered the synagogue again,

and a man was there who had a shriv-
eled hand. 2In order to accuse him, they
were watching him closely to see whether
hewould heal him on the Sabbath. 3 He told
the man with the shriveled hand, “Stand be-
foreus.”4Then hesaid to them, “Isit lawful
to do good on the Sabbath or to do evil, to
save life or to kill? " But they were silent.
5 After looking around at them with an-
ger,he was grieved at the hardness of their
hearts and told the man, “Stretch out your
hand.” So he stretched it out, and his hand
was restored.  Immediately the Pharisees
went out and started plotting with the He-
rodians against him, how they might kill
him.
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MINISTERING TO THE MULTITUDE

7Jesus departed with his disciples to the sea,
and alarge crowd followed from Galilee, and
alarge crowd followed from Judea, 8 Jerusa-
lem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and around
Tyre and Sidon. The large crowd came to
him because they heard about everything
he was doing. ? Then he told his disciples
to have a small boat ready for him, so that
the crowd wouldn't crush him. °Since he
had healed many, all who had diseases were
pressing toward him to touch him. " When-
ever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell
downbefore him and cried out, “You are the
Son of God!" 2 And he would strongly warn
them not to make him known.

THE TWELVE APOSTLES

13 Jesus went up the mountain and sum-
moned those he wanted, and they came to
him. “He appointed twelve, whom he also
named apostles, € to be with him, to send
them out to preach, ' and to have authority
to® drive out demons. ' He appointed the
Twelve:® To Simon, he gave the name Peter;
7and to James the son of Zebedee, and to his
brotherJohn, he gave thename “Boanerges”
(thatis, “Sons of Thunder”); '® Andrew; Philip
and Bartholomew; Matthew and Thomas;
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
Simon the Zealot, *® and Judas Iscariot, who
also betrayed him.

A HOUSE DIVIDED

20 Jesus entered a house, and the crowd
gathered again so that they were not even
able to eat.” 2?When his family heard this,
they set out to restrain him, because they
said, “He's out of his mind.”

22The scribes who had come down from
Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beel-
zebul,” and, “He drives out demons by the
ruler of the demons.”

2350 he summoned them and spoke to
them in parables: “How can Satan drive out
Satan? 241f a kingdom is divided against it-
self, thatkingdom cannot stand.?*If ahouse
is divided against itself, that house cannot
stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and
is divided, he cannot stand but is finished.
27Butno one can enter a strong man's house
and plunder his possessions unless he first
tiesup the strong man. Then he can plunder
his house.

A2:20 Orthedays B2:27 Or because of ©3:14 Other mss omit he also named them apostles
P3:15 Other mss add heal diseases, andto E3:16 Other mss omit He appointed the Twelve F3:20 Or

eatameal; liteat bread
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28"Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven
for all sins and whatever blasphemies they
utter. 22 But whoever blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, butis
guilty of an eternal sin"# — 3%because they
were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

TRUE RELATIONSHIPS

31His mother and his brothers came, and
standing outside, they sent word to him and
called him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him
and told him, “Look, your mother, your broth-
ers, and your sisters® are outside asking for
you.”

33Hereplied to them, “Who are my moth-
er and my brothers? " 34Looking at those
sitting in a circle around him, he said, “Here
aremy mother and my brothers! 3* Whoev-
er does the will of God is my brother and
sister and mother.”

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER

Againhebeganto teachby the sea, and

a very large crowd gathered around
him. So he got into aboat on the sea and sat
down, while the whole crowd was by the sea
on the shore. 2He taught them many things
in parables, and in his teaching he said to
them: 3 “Listen! Consider the sower who
went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed
fell along the path, and the birds came and
devouredit.>Other seed fell on rocky ground

MARK 3-4

where it didn't have much soil, and it grew
up quickly, since the soil wasn't deep. When
the sun came up, it was scorched, and since
ithad noroot, it withered away.” Other seed
fell among thorns, and the thorns came up
and choked it, and it didn't produce fruit.
8Still other seed fell on good ground and it
grew up, producing fruit thatincreased thir-
ty, sixty,and ahundred times."® Then he said,
“Let anyone who has ears to hearlisten.”

WHY JESUS USED PARABLES

19When he was alone, those around him
with the Twelve, asked him about the par-
ables. "He answered them, “The secret of
the kingdom of God has been given to you,
but to those outside, everything comes in
parables 2 so that

they may indeed look,

and yet not perceive;

they may indeed listen,

and yet not understand,

otherwise, they might turn back

and be forgiven.” <P

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER EXPLAINED

3Then he said to them: “Don’t you under-
stand this parable? How then will you un-
derstand all of the parables? * The sower
sows the word. "> Some are like the word
sown on the path. When they hear,immedi-
ately Satan comes and takes away the word

A3:29 Other mssread is subject to eternal judgment B3:32 Other mss omit and your sisters
€4:12 Other mssread and their sins be forgiven them P4:121s6:9-10

WHY DID JESUS TEACH IN PARABLES?
Jesus told a lot of stories to
teach people important truths

in parables (Mark 4:10). In
response, Jesus quoted a

softened to the truth of God’s
kingdom as they thought

about God’s kingdom. His sto-
ries, called parables, didn’t in-
clude knights, princesses, and
dragons. They did include lost
sheep, greedy sons, buried
treasure, wedding banquets,
and kindly strangers. Jesus
spoke in parables in about
one-third of all His teachings
recorded in the Gospels. That
means one out of every three
times Jesus taught, He used a
story. His stories were about
subjects the people could
relate to. They understood
how shocking it would be for
a Samaritan to help a Jewish
person (Luke 10:25-37). They
could relate to what it meant
to plant seeds in the good soil.
After Jesus told the parable
of the sower, the disciples
asked Him why He taught

verse from Isaiah (6:9-10) that
said the people weren’t able to
understand the truth because
their hearts were hard. Jesus
told His disciples they had spe-
cifically been given the ability
to understand the “secret” of
the kingdom of God. In this
case secret means “mysteri-
ous.” The truth of the gospel is
mysterious. Without the help
of the Holy Spirit, it’s some-
times difficult to understand.
Jesus didn’t teach in par-
ables to confuse people. He
did it so people would have
to think about what He said.
When Jesus was one-on-one
with somebody, He spoke
plainly. He used parables when
He taught to a crowd. He
wanted His stories to stick. He
wanted people’s hearts to be

about His words when they
went home. Just like in the
parable of the sower, Jesus
knew some people would re-
ject His message, some would
receive it and then fall away
before it took root, and some
would grow deep with God.

Stories have a way of
sticking with us. Stories are
powerful. They can uncover
important truths. Jesus’s
stories cut to the heart of the
Christian faith. As you read
through the Gospels and come
across a parable, slow down.
Think about what Jesus was
trying to say. His stories al-
ways had deeper meanings. By
studying His words and having
His Spirit within us to teach us,
we can grow to understand
the mysteries of God.
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sown in them.” ' And others are like seed
sown on rocky ground. When they hear
the word, immediately they receive it with
joy. 7 But they have no root; they are short-
lived. When distress or persecution comes
because of the word, they immediately fall
away. ® Others are like seed sown among
thorns; these are the ones who hear the
word, but the worries of this age, the de-
ceitfulness® of wealth, and the desires for
other things enter in and choke the word,
and it becomes unfruitful. 2° And those like
seed sown on good ground hear the word,
welcome it, and produce fruit thirty, sixty,
and a hundred times what was sown.”

USING YOUR LIGHT

21He also said to them, “Isalamp broughtinto
beputunderabasketorunderabed?Isn'titto
beputonalampstand??2For thereisnothing
hidden that willnotberevealed, and nothing
concealed that will not be brought to light.
231f anyone has ears to hear, let him listen.”
24 And he said to them, “Pay attention to what
you hear. By the measure you use, it will be
measured to you— and more will be added
toyou.?Forwhoever has, morewillbe given
tohim, and whoever does not have, even what
he has will be taken away from him.”

THE PARABLE OF THE GROWING SEED

26“The kingdom of God is like this,” he said.
“A man scatters seed on the ground. 2’ He
sleeps and rises night and day; the seed
sprouts and grows, although he doesn’t
know how. 28 The soil produces a crop by
itself — first the blade, then the head, and
then the full grain on the head. 2° As soon
as the crop is ready, he sends for the sickle,
because the harvest has come.”

THE PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED

30 And he said, “With what can we compare
thekingdom of God, or what parable can we
use to describe it? 3'It's like a mustard seed
that, when sown upon the soil, is the small-
est of all the seeds on the ground. 32 And
when sown, it comes up and grows taller
than all the garden plants, and produces
large branches, so that the birds of the sky
cannestinits shade.”

USING PARABLES

33 He was speaking the word to them with
many parables like these, as they were able
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to understand. 34 He did not speak to them
without a parable. Privately, however, he
explained everything to his own disciples.

WIND AND WAVES OBEY JESUS

350n that day, when evening had come, he
told them, “Let’s cross over to the other side
of the sea.”36So they left the crowd and took
him along since he wasin theboat. And oth-
erboats werewith him. 37 A great windstorm
arose, and the waves were breaking over
theboat, so that the boat was already being
swamped. 38 He was in the stern, sleeping on
the cushion. So they woke him up and said
to him, “Teacher! Don't you care that we're
going to die?”

39He gotup, rebuked the wind, and said to
the sea, “Silence! Be still! " The wind ceased,
and there was a great calm. 4° Then he said
to them, “Why are you afraid? Do you still
haveno faith?”

41 And they were terrified© and asked one
another, “Who then is this? Even the wind
and the sea obey him!”

DEMONS DRIVEN OUT BY JESUS

They came to the other side of the sea,
to the region of the Gerasenes.” 2 As
soon as he got out of the boat, a man with
anunclean spirit came out of the tombs and
met him.3Helived in the tombs, and no one
was able to restrain him anymore —not
even with a chain — 4because he often
had been bound with shackles and chains,
but had torn the chains apartand smashed
the shackles. No one was strong enough
to subdue him. *Night and day among the
tombs and on the mountains, he was always
crying out and cutting himself with stones.
6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he
ran and knelt down before him.? And he
cried out with a loud voice, “What do you
have to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I beg you before God, don't tor-
mentme!"8Forhehad told him, “Come out
of the man, you unclean spirit!”

9“Whatis your name? " he asked him.

“My name is Legion,” he answered him,
“because we are many.” '® And he begged
him earnestly not to send them out of the
region.

" A large herd of pigs was there, feeding
on the hillside. ? The demons®begged him,
“Send us to the pigs, so that we may enter
them.” 3 So he gave them permission, and

A4:15 Other mss read in their hearts ®4:19 Or seduction ©4:410r were filled with awe P5:1Some
mss read Gadarenes ; other mss read Gergesenes E5:12 Other mss read All the demons
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the unclean spirits came out and entered
the pigs. The herd of about two thousand
rushed down the steep bank into the sea
and drowned there.

4The men who tended them* ran off and
reported itin the town and the countryside,
and people went to see what had happened.
5They came to Jesus and saw the man who
had been demon-possessed, sitting there,
dressed andin his right mind; and they were
afraid.® Those who had seen it described to
them what had happened to the demon-pos-
sessed man and told about the pigs. 7 Then
theybegan to beg him to leave their region.

8 Ashewas getting into theboat, the man
who had been demon-possessed begged
him earnestly that he might remain with
him. *Jesus did not let him but told him,
“Go home to your own people, and report to
them how much the Lord has done for you
and how he has had mercy on you.” 2°So he
went out and began to proclaim in the De-
capolis how much Jesus had done for him,
and they were all amazed.

A GIRL RESTORED AND A WOMAN
HEALED

21'When Jesus had crossed over again by
boat® to the other side, a large crowd gath-

MARK 5

ered around him while he was by the sea.
220ne of the synagogue leaders, named Ja-
irus, came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell
at his feet 22 and begged him earnestly, “My
little daughter is dying. Come and lay your
hands on her so that she can get well€ and
live." 24So Jesus went with him, and a large
crowd was following and pressing against
him.

25 Now a woman suffering frombleeding
for twelve years 26 had endured much under
many doctors. She had spent everything she
had and was not helped at all. On the con-
trary, she became worse. 2’ Having heard
aboutJesus, she came up behind himin the
crowd and touched his clothing. 28 For she
said, “If Ijust touch his clothes, I'll be made
well.” 2 Instantly her flow of blood ceased,
and she sensed in her body that she was
healed of her affliction.

30 At once Jesus realized in himself that
power had gone out from him. He turned
aroundin the crowd and said, “Who touched
my clothes?”

31His disciples said to him, “You see the
crowd pressing againstyou, and yet you say,
‘Who touched me?"'”

32But he was looking around to see who
had done this. 33 The woman, with fear and
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DEFENDERS OF THE FAITH
Name: Jairus

Faith Trait: Rising Above
Ridicule

Story Timeline: About AD 28

people thought. He knew his

only hope was in Jesus.
Jesus went with Jairus

immediately. Before long a

Laughed at. People will whis-
per nasty things behind our
backs, or maybe they’ll say
them to our faces. We may

Laughter has been described
as good medicine. But how
does it feel to be laughed
at? That type of laughter
discourages, humiliates, and
can make you want to hide.
As a follower of Jesus, you are
going to be laughed at. But
don’t be demoralized. You can
overcome, just like Jairus did.
Jairus was a synagogue
leader. Most of the religious
rulers at that time were ter-
ribly arrogant and jealous of
Jesus. Jairus had a different
view. His twelve-year-old
daughter was dying. Jairus
went to where Jesus was
speaking. Desperate, Jairus
worked his way through the
crowd, fell at Jesus’s feet, and
pleaded with Him to come
heal his little girl. Some peo-
ple may have been shocked to
see a religious leader humble
himself before Jesus. But
Jairus didn’t care what the

group of men met Jairus and
gave him bad news. His little
girl was dead. The men felt
there was no need for Jesus to
come anymore. Ignoring what
the men said, Jesus told Jairus
not to be afraid. He kept going
to Jairus’s house. The place
was in complete turmoil when
they arrived. People cried and
wailed. “Why are you making
a commotion and weeping?”
Jesus said. “The child is not
dead but asleep” (Mark 5:39).
The crowd laughed at
Jesus. The people saw death
as permanent. Irreversible.
But Jesus had power over
death. Jesus shooed them all
outside. Then He went with
Jairus, his wife, and three
disciples to see the dead girl.
Jesus took her lifeless hand
and said, “Little girl, | say to
you, get up.” Immediately she
stood and was absolutely fine.
As Christians, we will be
mocked. Taunted. Ridiculed.

be called naive, gullible, or
just plain stupid. Others will
snicker at our faith, views, and
convictions.

Sound like a rough life? Not
really. Not when you look at
your life in the light of eter-
nity. A little earthly teasing is
easily worth an eternity with
Jesus. Jairus didn’t mind the
laughter, because in the end
his girl got new life. When
you experience the joy Jesus
gives—and when you see
people saved from sin and
passing from death to life—
the jeers from others become
meaningless.

Do you think that crowd
kept laughing when they saw
the girl alive? No way. God’s
power has a way of shutting
up the toughest critics. When
people laugh at you because
you’re a Christian, shake it off.
Trust Jesus, like Jairus did.
You have the truth, but not
everybody knows that yet.
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trembling, knowing what had happened to
her, came and fell down before him, and told
him the whole truth. 34“Daughter,” he said
toher, “your faith has saved you. Goin peace
andbe healed from your affliction.”

35While he was still speaking, people
came from the synagogue leader's house
and said, “Your daughteris dead. Why both-
er the teacher anymore?”

36 When Jesus overheard” what was said,
he told the synagogue leader, “Don't be
afraid. Only believe.” 3’ He did not let any-
one accompany him except Peter, James,
and John, James's brother. 38 They came to
the leader’s house, and he saw a commo-
tion — people weeping and wailing loud-
ly. 3 He went in and said to them, “Why are
youmaking acommotion and weeping? The
childisnotdeadbutasleep.”4° They laughed
at him, but he put them all outside. He took
the child’s father, mother, and those who
were with him, and entered the place where
the child was. 4 Then he took the child by
the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum”®
(whichis translated, “Little girl, I say to you,
get up”). #2Immediately the girl got up and
began to walk. (She was twelve years old.) At
this they were utterly astounded. 43 Then he
gave them strict orders that no one should
know about this and told them to give her
something to eat.

REJECTION AT NAZARETH

He left there and came to his home-
town, and his disciples followed him.
2When the Sabbath came, hebegan to teach
in the synagogue, and many who heard him
were astonished. “Where did this man get
these things?” they said. “What is this wis-
dom that has been given to him, and how
are these miracles performed by his hands?
3[sn't this the carpenter, the son of Mary,
and the brother of James, Joses, Judas, and
Simon? And aren't his sisters here withus?"
So they were offended by him.
4Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not
without honor except in his hometown,
among his relatives, and in his household.”
5He was not able to do a miracle there, ex-
cept thathelaid hishands on a few sick peo-
ple and healed them. ¢ And he was amazed
at their unbelief. He was going around the
villages teaching.
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COMMISSIONING THE TWELVE

7He summoned the Twelve and began to
send them out in pairs and gave them au-
thority over unclean spirits. 8 He instructed
them to take nothing for the road except a
staff —nobread, no traveling bag, no mon-
ey in their belts, °but to wear sandals and
not put on an extra shirt. 'He said to them,
“Whenever you enter a house, stay there un-
til you leave that place. "If any place does
not welcome you or listen to you, when you
leave there, shake the dust off your feet as
a testimony against them.”©12So they went
outand preached that people should repent.
3They drove out many demons, anointed
many sick people with oil and healed them.

JOHN THE BAPTIST BEHEADED

14King Herod heard about it, because Jesus's
name had become well known. SomeP said,
“John the Baptist has been raised from the
dead, and that's why miraculous powers are
at work in him.” 3 But others said, “He’s Eli-
jah.” Still others said, “He's a prophet, like
one of the prophets from long ago.”

6 When Herod heard of it, he said, “John,
the oneIbeheaded, has been raised!”

7For Herod himself had given orders to
arrest Johnand to chain himin prison onac-
count of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife,
because he had married her. '® John had
been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you
to have your brother’s wife.” ¥ So Herodias
held a grudge against him and wanted to
kill him. But she could not, 2°because Herod
feared John and protected him, knowing he
was arighteous and holy man. When Herod
heard him he would be very perplexed, and
yet heliked to listen to him.

21 An opportune time came on hisbirthday,
when Herod gave a banquet for his nobles,
military commanders, and the leading men
of Galilee.22 When Herodias's own daughter®
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and
his guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me
whateveryouwant,andI'll giveittoyou."2He
promised her with an oath: “Whatever you
askmeIwill giveyou, up to half mykingdom.”

24She went out and said to her mother,
“What should I ask for?”

“John the Baptist's head,” she said.

25 Atonceshehurried to theking and said,
“I want you to give me John the Baptist's

A5:36 Orignored B5:41An Aramaicexpression ©6:110ther mssadd Truly I tell you, it will be

more tolerable for Sodom or Gomorrah on judgment day than for that town.

Pg:14 Other mss read

He E6:20 Other mss read When he heard him, he did many things F6:22 Other mss read When his

daughter Herodias



1003

The Theodotus Inscription

DIGGING INTO THE WORD

MESSAGE FROM A SYNAGOGUE

During Jesus’s three years of ministry, He
spent a lot of time teaching in synagogues.
You can read about it in verses such as
Luke 4:15, Mark 6:2, and other places in the
Gospels. A synagogue is like a church. It’s
where Jewish people gather to pray, worship,
and have the Scriptures explained to them. In
1913, a dedication stone for a synagogue that
once stood near the temple in Jerusalem was
discovered. The inscription, written in Greek
on blocks of limestone, became known as the
Theodotus Inscription. And it reveals some
surprising information about first-century
Jewish culture.
First, it’s notable that the founder of the

synagogue, Theodotus, had a Greek last name.

Scholars speculate that Theodotus came
from a priestly family that were rich, well-ed-

head on aplatterimmediately.” 26 Although
the king was deeply distressed, because of
his oaths and the guests* he did not want
to refuse her. 7 The king immediately sent
for an executioner and commanded him to
bring John's head. So he went and beheaded
himin prison, 22 brought his head on a plat-
ter,and gaveit to the girl. Then the girl gave
it to her mother. 2 When John's disciples
heard about it, they came and removed his
corpse and placed itin a tomb.

FEEDING OF THE FIVE THOUSAND

30The apostles gathered around Jesus and
reported to him all that they had done and

MARK 6

ucated, and citizens of Rome. Many Jewish
families came back to Jerusalem after the exile
(when Israelites were forcibly taken away to
foreign countries). Because they had lived
away from Israel for so long, part of their
culture had changed. Second, the inscription
indicates that religious visitors coming to wor-
ship at the temple could find inexpensive plac-
es to stay and eat. Similar to today, Jerusalem
thousands of years ago was a spot for people
of Jewish heritage from all over the world.
When the Romans destroyed Jerusalem
in AD 70, the temple and synagogues were
demolished. Because of that, we know little
about them. The Theodotus Inscription gives
us some information as one of the few surviv-
ing artifacts from a synagogue that existed in
Jerusalem during Jesus’s day.

taught. 3'He said to them, “Come away by
yourselves to a remote place and rest for a
while.” For many people were coming and
going, and they did not even have time to eat.

3250 they went away in theboatby them-
selves to a remote place, 33 but many saw
them leaving and recognized them, and
they ran on foot from all the towns and ar-
rived ahead of them.®

34When he went ashore, he saw a large
crowd and had compassion on them, because
they were like sheep without a shepherd.
Then he began to teach them many things.

35When it grew late, his disciples ap-
proached him and said, “This place is

A6:26 Lit and those reclining at the table B6:33 Other mss add and gathered around him



MARK 6-7

deserted, and itis already late. 36 Send them
away so that they can go into the surround-
ing countryside and villages to buy them-
selves something to eat.”

37"*You give them something to eat,” he
responded.

They said to him, “Should we go and buy
two hundred denarii* worth of bread and
give them something to eat?”

38He asked them, “How many loaves do
you have? Go and see.”

When they found out they said, “Five,
and two fish.” 3 Then he instructed them to
have all the people sitdown in groups on the
green grass. 4°So they sat down in groups
of hundreds and fifties. 4 He took the five
loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, he blessed and broke the loaves.
He kept giving them to his disciples to set
before the people. He also divided the two
fish among them all. 42Everyone ate and
was satisfied. 43 They picked up twelve bas-
kets full of pieces of bread and fish. 44 Now
those who had eaten the loaves were five
thousand men.

WALKING ON THE WATER

4 Immediately he made his disciples getinto
theboatand go ahead of him to the otherside,
to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.
46 After he said good-bye to them, he went
away to the mountain to pray. 4 Well into the
night, the boat was in the middle of the sea,
andhewasalone on theland. 4 He saw them
straining at the oars,® because the wind was
against them. Very early in the morning®
he came toward them walking on the sea
and wanted to pass by them. 4 When they
saw him walking on the sea, they thought it
was a ghost and cried out, 3°because they all
saw him and were terrified. Immediately he
spoke with them and said, “Have courage! It
is . Don't be afraid.” 3 Then he got into the
boat with them, and the wind ceased. They
were completely astounded, >2because they
hadnotunderstood about theloaves. Instead,
their hearts were hardened.

MIRACULOUS HEALINGS

53When they had crossed over, they came
toshoreat Gennesaretand anchored there.

54 As they got out of the boat, people im-
mediately recognized him. 35 They hurried
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throughout that region and began to carry
the sick on mats to wherever they heard
he was. 36 Wherever he went, into villages,
towns, or the country, they laid the sick in
the marketplaces and begged him that they
might touch just the end of his robe. And
everyone who touched it was healed.

THE TRADITIONS OF THE ELDERS

The Pharisees and some of the scribes

who had come from Jerusalem gath-
ered around him.2They observed that some
of his disciples were eating bread with un-
clean — that is, unwashed — hands. 3 (For
the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat
unless they give their hands a ceremonial
washing, keeping the tradition of the elders.
4When they come from the marketplace,
they do not eat unless they have washed.
And there are many other customs they
have received and keep, like the washing of
cups, pitchers, kettles, and dining couches.P)
5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him,
“Why don't your disciples live according to
the tradition of the elders, instead of eating
bread with ceremonially unclean®hands?”

6He answered them, “Isaiah prophesied

correctly about you hypocrites, asitis writ-
ten:

This people honors me

with their lips,
but their heart is far from me.
7 They worship me in vain,
teaching as doctrines
human commands.”
8 Abandoning the command of God, you
hold on to human tradition.”®?He also said
to them, “You have a fine way of invalidat-
ing God's command in order to setup* your
tradition! ' For Moses said: Honor your
father and your mother;' and Whoever
speaks evil of father or mother must be
put to death.’ " But you say, 'If anyone tells
his father or mother: Whatever benefit you
might have received from me is corban’”
(that is, an offering devoted to God), 2 “you
no longer let him do anything for his father
or mother. ' You nullify the word of God by
your tradition that you have handed down.
And you do many other similar things.”
4 Summoning the crowd again, he told

them, “Listen to me, all of you, and under-
stand: ** Nothing that goes into a person
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from outside can defile him but the things
that come out of a person are what defile
him."A

7When he wentinto the house away from
the crowd, his disciples asked him about the
parable. ® He said to them, “Are you also as
lacking in understanding? Don't you real-
ize that nothing going into a person from
the outside can defile him? " For it doesn't
go into his heart but into the stomach and
is eliminated” (thus he declared all foods
clean®). 20 And he said, “What comes out
of a person is what defiles him. 2' For from
within, out of people’s hearts, come evil
thoughts, sexual immoralities, thefts, mur-
ders, 22 adulteries, greed, evil actions, deceit,
self-indulgence, envy,€ slander, pride, and
foolishness. 23 All these evil things come
from within and defile a person.”

A GENTILE MOTHER'S FAITH

24He got up and departed from there to the
region of Tyre.°” He entered a house and did
not want anyone to know it, but he could
not escape notice. 25 Instead, immediately
after hearing about him, a woman whose
little daughter had an unclean spirit came
and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Gen-
tile,® a Syrophoenician by birth, and she
was asking him to cast the demon out of her
daughter.?”He said to her, “Let the children
be fed first, becauseitisn't right to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”

28 But she replied to him, “Lord, even
the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.”

2Then he told her, “Because of this reply,
youmay go. The demon hasleft your daugh-
ter.” 30 When she wentback to her home, she
found her child lying on the bed, and the
demon was gone.

JESUS DOES EVERYTHING WELL

31 Again, leaving the region of Tyre, he
went by way of Sidon to the Sea of Gali-
lee, throughF the region of the Decapolis.
32They brought to him a deaf man who had
difficulty speaking and begged Jesus to lay
his hand on him. 33So he took him away
from the crowd in private. After putting his
fingers in the man'’s ears and spitting, he
touched his tongue. 34 Looking up to heaven,
he sighed deeply and said to him, “Ephpha-
tha!”®(thatis, “Be opened!").35 Immediately

MARK 7-8

G

UNTWISTING SCRIPTURE
GOING TO THE DOGS

Jesus’s response to this woman in Mark
7:27 seems really harsh. It sounds like He’s
calling the Gentiles dogs. So is it okay to
call people mean names based on their
race? Never.

Jesus cared for people of all races, na-
tionalities, and beliefs. Likely He answered
this way to make a point. Jesus was prob-
ably in the presence of Jews who typically
referred to Gentiles as dogs. He respond-
ed how they would have to the woman—
just to show how ridiculous they were.
But right after making this statement and
listening to the mother, Jesus showed His
true heart by helping her daughter. Jesus
generously gave His love to the “dogs,”
whom He loved.

Remember that Jesus loves you . .. and
kids from other countries as well. If you
treat someone poorly just because of his
or her nationality, beliefs, or skin color,
you look ridiculous in Jesus’s eyes. And
you certainly aren’t reflecting His heart.

his ears were opened, his tongue was loos-
ened, and he began to speak clearly. 36 He
ordered them to tellno one, but the more he
ordered them, the more they proclaimed it.
37They were extremely astonished and
said, “He has done everything well. He even
makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

FEEDING FOUR THOUSAND

In those days there was again a large

crowd, and they had nothing to eat. He
called thedisciples and said to them, 2 “Thave
compassion on the crowd, because they've
already stayed with me three days and have
nothing to eat.3If I send them home hungry,
they will collapse on the way, and some of
them have come a long distance.”

4His disciples answered him, “Where can
anyone get enoughbread here in this deso-
late place to feed these people?”

5“How many loaves do you have?" he
asked them.

“Seven,” they said.  He commanded the
crowd to sit down on the ground. Taking the
seven loaves, he gave thanks, broke them,
and gave them to his disciples to set before
thepeople.So they served them to the crowd.
"They also had a few small fish, and after he
had blessed them, he said these were to be
served as well. 8 They ate and were satisfied.
Then they collected seven large baskets of
leftover pieces.? About four thousand were
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there. He dismissed them.© And heimmedi-
ately gotinto the boat with his disciples and
went to the district of Dalmanutha.

THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES AND
HEROD

"The Pharisees came and began to argue
with him, demanding of him a sign from
heaven to test him. 2Sighing deeply in his
spirit, he said, “Why does this generation
demand a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will
be given to this generation.” ¥ Then he left
them, got back into the boat, and went to
the other side.

4The disciples had forgotten to take
bread and had only one loaf with them in
theboat. Then he gave them strict orders:
“Watch out! Beware of the leaven* of the
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” 6 They
were discussing among themselves that
they didnot have any bread." Aware of this,
hesaid to them, “Why are you discussing the
fact you have no bread? Don't you under-
stand or comprehend? Do you have hard-
ened hearts? '®* Do you have eyes and not
see; do you have ears and not hear?® And
do you not remember? ' When I broke the
fiveloaves for the five thousand, how many
baskets full of leftovers did you collect?”

“Twelve,” they told him.

20“When I broke the seven loaves for the
four thousand, how many baskets full of
pieces did you collect?”

“Seven,” they said.

21 And he said to them, “Don’t you under-
stand yet?”

HEALING A BLIND MAN

22They came to Bethsaida. They brought a
blind man to him and begged him to touch
him. 22 He took the blind man by the hand
and brought him out of the village. Spitting
on his eyes and laying his hands on him, he
asked him, “Do you see anything?”

24Helooked up and said, “I see people —
theylook like trees walking.”

25 Again Jesus placed his hands on the
man's eyes. The man looked intently and his
sight was restored and he saw everything
clearly. 26 Then he sent him home, saying,
“Don't even go into the village.”©

PETER'S CONFESSION OF THE MESSIAH

27 Jesus went out with his disciples to the
villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the
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road he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say thatl am?”

28They answered him, “John the Baptist;
others, Elijah; still others, one of the prophets.”

22"*But you,” he asked them, “who do you
say thatlam?”

Peter answered him, “You are the Messi-
ah.”3% And he strictly warned them to tellno
one about him.

HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION
PREDICTED

31Then he began to teach them that it was
necessary for the Son of Man to suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief
priests, and scribes, be killed, and rise after
three days.32He spoke openly about this. Pe-
ter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33But turning around and looking at his dis-
ciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get be-
hind me, Satan! You are not thinking about
God's concerns® but human concerns.”

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS

34Calling the crowd along with his disciples,
he said to them, “If anyone wants to follow
after me, let him deny himself, take up his
cross, and follow me. 33 For whoever wants
to save hislife willloseit, but whoeverloses
his life because of me and the gospel will
save it. 3¢ For what does it benefit someone
to gain the whole world and yetlose hislife?
37What can anyone give in exchange for his
life? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and
my words in this adulterous and sinful gen-
eration, the Son of Man will also be ashamed
of him when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.”

Then he said to them, “Truly I tell you,

there are some standing here who will
not taste death until they see the kingdom
of God come in power.”

THE TRANSFIGURATION

2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James,
and John and led them up a high mountain
by themselves to be alone. He was trans-
figured in front of them, 3 and his clothes
became dazzling — extremely white as
no launderer on earth could whiten them.
4Elijah appeared to them with Moses, and
they were talking with Jesus. > Peter said to
Jesus, “Rabbi, it's good for us to be here. Let
us setup three shelters: one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah” — ¢because he
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did not know what to say, since they were
terrified.

7A cloud appeared, overshadowing them,
and a voice came from the cloud: “Thisis my
beloved Son; listen to him!”

8Suddenly, looking around, they no lon-
ger saw anyone with them except Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the moun-
tain, he ordered them to tell no one what
they had seen until the Son of Man had ris-
en from the dead. ® They kept this word to
themselves, questioning what “rising from
the dead” meant.

"Then they asked him, “Why do the
scribes say that Elijah must come first?”

12“Elijah does come first and restores all
things,” he replied. “Why then is it written
that the Son of Man must suffer many things
and be treated with contempt? *But I tell
you thatElijah has come, and they did what-
ever they pleased to him, justasitis written
about him.”

THE POWER OF FAITH OVER A DEMON

14When they came to the disciples, they saw
alarge crowd around them and scribes dis-
puting with them.® When the whole crowd

MARK 9

saw him, they were amazed and ran to greet
him.'*He asked them, “What are you argu-
ing with them about?”

7Someone from the crowd answered
him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you. He
has a spirit that makes him unable to speak.
8 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him
down, and he foams at the mouth, grinds
his teeth, and becomes rigid. I asked your
disciples to drive it out, but they couldn't.”

WHe replied to them, “You unbelieving
generation, how long will [ be with you?
Howlong mustIputup with you? Bring him
to me.” 20So they brought the boy to him.
When the spirit saw him, it immediately
threw the boy into convulsions. He fell to
the ground and rolled around, foaming at
the mouth. ' “How long has this been hap-
pening to him? " Jesus asked his father.

“From childhood,” he said. 22“And many
times it has thrown him into fire or water
to destroy him. But if you can do anything,
have compassion on us and help us.”

23 Jesus said to him, “ ‘If you can'?* Every-
thing is possible for the one who believes.”

24Immediately the father of the boy cried
out, "I dobelieve; help my unbelief! "

A9:23 Other mss add believe

IS IT OKAY TO HAVE DOUBTS ABOUT GOD?

Maybe you've heard real
Christians don’t have doubts.
We want to be sure about what
we believe. Having doubts can
feel wrong. After all, God was
so sure about us that He sent
His Son to die, so shouldn’t we
be sure about Him?

First, you should know that
your doubts don’t change
who God is or His ability to
work in your life. There’s a
story in Mark 9 about a man
who brings his son to Jesus.
The boy needs healing.
Nothing has worked. The dad
is at the end of his rope. He
says to Jesus, “If you can do
anything, have compassion
on us and help us.”

Jesus immediately re-
sponds, “If you can’? Every-
thing is possible for the one
who believes.”

And the boy’s father cries, “
do believe; help my unbelief!”

The father had gone to
great efforts to bring his boy
to Jesus. He believed Jesus
could heal his son, yet he was
tired and worn down emo-
tionally. Doubt often creeps
in when we are tired or when

something sad has happened
in our lives. Maybe God hasn’t
answered a prayer. Maybe

a pet or family member has
died. John the Baptist was a
great leader, yet one day he
sent his friends to ask Jesus

a question. John was stuck in
prison. He knew he’d probably
be killed for his faith. He want-
ed to know if Jesus really was
the Son of God (Luke 7:18-28).
Jesus responded with kind-
ness to John’s doubt. Then He
praised John for his faith.

Other times doubt sneaks
in after something wonder-
ful has happened. In 1 Kings
18-19, the prophet Elijah took
a brave stand against the false
prophets in Israel. God gave
him a great victory. But when
the excitement wore off, Elijah
began to doubt God. King Da-
vid even had times of doubt
(Psalm 13), and he was a man
after God’s own heart!

Doubt is part of being
human. Sometimes we may
doubt God. Sometimes we
may doubt ourselves. If you
have doubts about God, do not
be embarrassed or ashamed.

But there is a dangerous
side to doubt that is impor-
tant to be aware of. Doubt
can be good when it causes
us to dig for answers and
draw closer to God. Doubt
is dangerous when it leads
to unbelief. Some people’s
doubts turn them away from
God because they don’t find
the answers they’re look-
ing for. They get caught up
in their feelings instead of
seeing God’s bigger picture
and purpose. Not every
question we have about God
can be answered while we’re
here on Earth. Some things
will remain a mystery. Asking
guestions is a good thing.
Many resources can help you
find answers, especially this
Bible. If you find yourself
doubting God, talk to your
parents, your pastor, or a
Christian adult you trust.
But don’t stop there. Keep
reading. The more you know,
the more your faith will grow.
The more you study, the
more reasons you will find
for believing in God—not
doubting Him.
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25When Jesus saw that a crowd was
quickly gathering, he rebuked the unclean
spirit, saying toit, “You mute and deaf spirit,
Icommand you: Come out of him and never
enter him again.”

26 Then it came out, shrieking and throw-
ing him* into terrible convulsions. The boy
became like a corpse, so that many said,
“He's dead.” 2 But Jesus, taking him by the
hand, raised him, and he stood up.

28 After he had gone into the house, his
disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t
we drive it out?”

29 And he told them, “This kind can come
outbynothing but prayer.”®

THE SECOND PREDICTION OF HIS DEATH

30Then they left that place and made their
way through Galilee, but he did not want
anyone to know it. 3'For he was teaching
his disciples and telling them, “The Son of
Manis going to be betrayed € into the hands
of men. They will kill him, and after he is
killed, he will rise three days later.” 32But
they did notunderstand this statement, and
they were afraid to ask him.

WHO IS THE GREATEST?

33They came to Capernaum. When he wasin
the house, he asked them, “What were you
arguing about on the way? " 34 But they were
silent, because on the way they had been
arguing with one another about who was
the greatest. 3> Sitting down, he called the
Twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants
to be first, he must be last and servant of
all."3¢He took a child, had him stand among
them, and taking him in his arms, he said
to them, 37“Whoever welcomesP® one little
child such as this in my name welcomes me.
And whoever welcomes me does not wel-
come me, but him who sent me.”

IN HIS NAME

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw some-
onef driving out demons in your name, and
we tried to stop him because he wasn't fol-
lowing us.”

39“Don't stop him,” said Jesus, “because
there is no one who will perform a miracle
in my name who can soon afterward speak
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evil of me. 49 For whoeverisnotagainst usis
forus.#' And whoever gives you a cup of wa-
terto drink in my name, because youbelong
to Christ — truly I tell you, he will neverlose
his reward.

WARNINGS FROM JESUS

42“But whoever causes one of these little
ones who believe in me to fall away — it
wouldbebetter for himif a heavy millstone
were hung around his neck and he were
thrown into the sea.

43“And if your hand causes you to fall
away, cut it off. It is better for you to enter
life maimed than to have two hands and
go to hell, the unquenchable fire.F 45 And if
your foot causes you to fall away, cut it off.
It is better for you to enter life lame than
to have two feet and be thrown into hell.®
47 And if your eye causes you to fall away,
gouge it out.Itis better for you to enter the
kingdom of God with one eye than to have
two eyes and be thrown into hell, 8 where
their worm does not die, and the fire is
not quenched." 4 For everyone will be salt-
ed with fire."? 50 Salt is good, but if the salt
should lose its flavor, how can you season
it? Have salt among yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.”

THE QUESTION OF DIVORCE

1 Hesetout from there and went to the
region of Judea and across the Jor-

dan. Then crowds converged on him again,
and aswas his custom he taught them again.

2Some Pharisees came to test him, ask-
ing, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?”

3He replied to them, “What did Moses
command you?"

4They said, “Moses permitted us to write
divorce papers and send her away.”

5ButJesus told them, “He wrote this com-
mand for you because of the hardness of
your hearts. 6 But from the beginning of
creation God¥ made them male and fe-
male." ”For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother™ 8 and the two will
become one flesh.™ So they are no longer
two, but one flesh.® Therefore what God has
joined together, let no one separate.”
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0When they were in the house again, the
disciples questioned him about this matter.
"He said to them, “Whoever divorces his
wife and marries another commits adul-
tery against her. 2 Also, if she divorces her
husband and marries another, she commits
adultery.”

BLESSING THE CHILDREN

13 People werebringinglittle children to him
in order that he might touch them, but the
disciples rebuked them. * When Jesus saw
it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let
the little children come to me. Don't stop
them, because the kingdom of God belongs
to such as these. > Truly I tell you, whoever
doesnotreceive” the kingdom of God like a
little child willnever enterit.” 6 After taking
themin his arms, helaid his hands on them
and blessed them.

DEFEND 100 —MARK 10:15

ﬂ receive the kingdom of God like a little

“Truly | tell you, whoever does not
child will never enter it.”

THE RICH YOUNG RULER

7 As he was setting out on a journey, a man
ran up, knelt down before him, and asked
him, “Good teacher, what must I do to in-
herit eternal life?”

18“Why do you callme good? " Jesus asked
him. “No oneis good except God alone." You
know the commandments: Do not murder;
do not commit adultery; do not steal; do
not bear false witness; do not defraud;
honor your father and mother.”®

20He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all
these from my youth.”

21Looking at him, Jesus loved him and
said to him, “You lack one thing: Go, sell all
you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. Then come, € fol-
low me.” 22 But he was dismayed by this de-
mand, and he went away grieving, because
he had many possessions.

POSSESSIONS AND THE KINGDOM

23 Jesus looked around and said to his dis-
ciples, “How hard it is for those who have
wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”
24The disciples were astonished at his
words. Again Jesus said to them, “Children,
how harditis® to enter thekingdom of God!
251t is easier for a camel to go through the
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eyeof aneedle than forarich person to en-
ter the kingdom of God.”

26 They were even more astonished, saying
to one another, “Then who can be saved?”

2L, o0king at them, Jesus said, “With man
it is impossible, but not with God, because
all things are possible with God.”

28 Peter began to tell him, “Look, we have
left everything and followed you.”

29"Truly I tell you,” Jesus said, “there is
no one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father® or children or
fields for my sake and for the sake of the
gospel, 3who will not receive a hundred
times more, now at this time — houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and children,
and fields, with persecutions — and eternal
life in the age to come. 3 But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”

THE THIRD PREDICTION OF HIS DEATH

32They were on theroad, going up to Jerusa-
lem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them.
The disciples were astonished, but those
who followed him were afraid. Taking the
Twelve aside again, he began to tell them
the things that would happen to him. 33 “See,
we are going up to Jerusalem. The Son of
Man willbe handed over to the chief priests
and the scribes, and they will condemn him
to death. Then they will hand him over to
the Gentiles, 34 and they will mock him, spit
on him, flogF him, and kill him, and he will
rise after three days.”

SUFFERING AND SERVICE

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, ap-
proached him and said, “Teacher, we want
you to do whatever we ask you.”

36 “What do you want me to do for you?”
he asked them.

37They answered him, “Allow us to sit at
your right and at your left in your glory.”

38 Jesus said to them, “You don't know
what you're asking. Are you able to drink
the cup I drink or to be baptized with the
baptism [ am baptized with?”

39“We are able,” they told him.

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup
I drink, and you will be baptized with the
baptism I am baptized with. 49But to sit at
my rightorleftisnot mine to give;instead, it
isforthose forwhomithasbeenprepared.”

4 When the ten disciples heard this, they
begantobeindignant with Jamesand John.
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42 Jesus called them over and said to them,
“You know that those who are regarded as
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and
those in high positions act as tyrants over
them. 43But it is not so among you. On the
contrary, whoever wants to become great
among you willbe your servant, 4 and who-
ever wants to be first among you will be a
slave to all. 45 For even the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many."#

A BLIND MAN HEALED

46 They came to Jericho. And as he was leav-
ing Jericho with his disciples and a large
crowd, Bartimaeus (the son of Timaeus),
a blind beggar, was sitting by the road.
4When he heard that it was Jesus of Naza-
reth, he began to cry out, “Jesus, Son of Da-
vid, have mercy on me!” 48 Many warned
him to keep quiet, but he was crying out all
themore, “Have mercy on me, Son of David!”

49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called the blind man and said to
him, “Have courage! Get up; he’s calling for
you."” 30 He threw off his coat, jumped up,
and came to Jesus.

51Then Jesus answered him, “What do you
want me to do for you?”

“Rabboni,”® the blind man said to him, “I
want to see.”

52 Jesus said to him, “Go, your faith has
saved you.” Immediately he could see and
began to follow Jesus on the road.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY

1 When they approached Jerusalem,
at Bethphage and Bethany near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disci-
ples 2and told them, “Go into the village
ahead of you. As soon as you enter it, you
will find a colt tied there, on which no one
haseversat. Untieitand bring it.3 If anyone
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say,
‘The Lordneedsitand will senditback here
right away."”
4So they went and found a colt outside
in the street, tied by a door. They untied
it, 5and some of those standing there said
to them, “What are you doing, untying the
colt?” ¢ They answered them just as Jesus
had said; so they let them go.
7They brought the donkey to Jesus and
threw their clothes on it, and he sat on it.
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8Many people spread their clothes on the
road, and others spread leafy branches cut
from the fields.¢ ° Those who went ahead
and those who followed shouted:

Hosanna!

Blessed is he who comes

in the name of the Lord!®

10 Blessed is the coming kingdom

of our father David!

Hosannain the highest heaven!
"He went into Jerusalem and into the tem-
ple. After looking around at everything,
since it was already late, he went out to
Bethany with the Twelve.

THE BARREN FIG TREE IS CURSED

2The next day when they went out from
Bethany, he was hungry. '3 Seeing in the dis-
tance a fig tree with leaves, he went to find
out if there was anything on it. When he
came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for
itwasnot the season forfigs.*He said to it,
“May no one ever eat fruit from you again!”
And his disciples heard it.

CLEANSING THE TEMPLE

5They came to Jerusalem, and he wentinto
the temple and began to throw out those
buying and selling. He overturned the tables
of the money changers and the chairs of
those selling doves, ' and would not permit
anyone to carry goods through the temple.
7He was teaching them: “Is it not written,
My house will be called a house of prayer
for all nations?®But you have madeitaden
of thieves!"*

18The chief priests and the scribes heard it
and startedlooking for a way to kill him. For
they were afraid of him, because the whole
crowd was astonished by his teaching.

YWhenever evening came, they would
go out of the city.

THE BARREN FIG TREE IS WITHERED

20Early in the morning, as they were pass-
ing by, they saw the fig tree withered from
theroots up.?' Then Peter remembered and
said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that
you cursed has withered.”

22 Jesus replied to them, “Have faith in
God. 23 Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this
mountain, ‘Belifted up and thrown into the
sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but
believes that what he says will happen, it
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UNTWISTING SCRIPTURE

e YOU’D BETTER BELIEVE IT

Some people read Mark 11:24 and think
they can name anything they want and
claim that God is going to give it to
them. If they don’t get what they asked
for, then they just didn’t believe hard
enough. That’s not what God’s Word
says.

To better understand the meaning of
this verse, think about the word every-
thing. God gives good gifts to His children
(Luke 11:13), but He’s not a heavenly Santa
Claus. You can’t just wish for anything,
believe really hard, and get whatever you
want. God knows your heart and knows
what’s best for you. That’s the “every-
thing” Jesus is talking about here—the
things He wills for your life.

Pray for God’s very best gifts in your
life and for others. Believe that He gives
good gifts. But also remember that
your belief doesn’t force God to give
you whatever you want. Have faith. Be
patient. Trust that God always gives His
best to you. And then look for all the gifts
and blessings that He brings.

will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you,
everything you pray and ask for —believe
that you have received” it and it will be
yours. 2> And whenever you stand praying,
ifyou have anything against anyone, forgive
him, so that your Father in heaven will also
forgive you your wrongdoing.”®

THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHALLENGED

21They came again to Jerusalem. As he was
walking in the temple, the chief priests, the
scribes, and the elders came 28 and asked
him, “By what authority are you doing these
things? Who gave you this authority to do
these things?”

29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one
question; then answer me, and [ will tell you
by what authority I do these things. 3 Was
John's baptism from heaven or of human
origin? Answer me."

31They discussed it among themselves: “If
we say, 'From heaven, he will say, ‘Then why
didn't you believe him? ' 32But if we say, ‘'Of
human origin'” — they were afraid of the
crowd, because everyone thought that John
was truly a prophet. 33So they answered
Jesus, “We don't know.”

AndJesus said to them, “Neither will I tell
you by what authority I do these things.”

MARK 11-12
THE PARABLE OF THE VINEYARD OWNER

‘I Hebeganto speak to themin parables:

“Amanplantedavineyard, putafence
around it, dug out a pit for a winepress, and
builtawatchtower. Then heleased it to tenant
farmers and went away. 2 At harvest time he
sent a servant to the farmers to collect some
of the fruit of the vineyard from them. 3 But
they took him, beat him, and sent him away
empty-handed. 4 Again he sent another ser-
vant to them, and they© hit him on the head
and treated him shamefully.® 3 Then he sent
another, and theykilled that one. He also sent
many others; some theybeat, and others they
killed.®He stillhad one to send, abeloved son.
Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.' ’But those tenant farmers
said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come,
let'skillhim, and theinheritance willbe ours.’
850 they seized him, killed him, and threw
him out of the vineyard. ® What then will the
owner* of the vineyard do? He will come and
kill the farmers and give the vineyard to oth-
ers.'®Haven't you read this Scripture:

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone.

" This came about from the Lord
and is wonderful in our eyes?"F

2They were looking for a way to arrest
him but feared the crowd because they
knew he had spoken this parable against
them. So they left him and went away.

GOD AND CAESAR

3Then they sent some of the Pharisees
and the Herodians to Jesus to trap him in
his words. *When they came, they said to
him, “Teacher, we know you are truthful and
don't care what anyone thinks, nor do you
show partiality but teach the way of God
truthfully. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar
ornot? Should we pay or shouldn't we?”

15Butknowing their hypocrisy, he said to
them, “Why are you testing me? Bring me a
denarius®tolookat.”® They broughta coin.
“Whose image and inscription is this?” he
asked them.

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

7 Jesus told them, “Give to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and to God the
things that are God's.” And they were utter-
ly amazed at him.
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MARK 12-13
THE SADDUCEES AND THE RESURRECTION

8 Sadducees, who say there is no resur-
rection, came to him and questioned him:
19 “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a
man's brother dies, leaving a wife be-
hind but no child, that man should take
the wife and raise up offspring for his
brother.”2° There were seven brothers. The
first married a woman, and dying, left no
offspring. ' The second also took her, and
he died, leaving no offspring. And the third
likewise.22 None of the seven®left offspring.
Last of all, the woman died too. 23 In the res-
urrection, when they rise,© whose wife will
shebe, since the seven had married her?”
24Jesus spoke to them, “Isn't this the rea-
son why you're mistaken: you don't know
the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 For
when they rise from the dead, they neither
marrynorare givenin marriagebutarelike
angels in heaven. 26 And as for the dead be-
ing raised —haven't you read in the book
of Moses, in the passage about the burning
bush, how God said to him:Iam the God of
Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob?® 2He is not the God of the dead
but of theliving. You are badly mistaken.”

THE PRIMARY COMMANDS

28 One of the scribes approached. When he
heard them debating and saw that Jesus an-
swered them well, he asked him, “Which
command is the most important of all?”

2 Jesus answered, “The most important®
is Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God, the
Lordis one."3°Love the Lord your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your mind, and with all your strength.®"
31The second is, Love your neighbor as
yourself.' Thereisno other command great-
er than these.”

32Then the scribe said to him, “You are
right, teacher. You have correctly said that
he is one, and there is no one else except
him. 33 And to love him with all your heart,
with all your understanding,” and with all
your strength, and to love your neighbor as
yourself, is far more important than all the
burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34When Jesus saw that he answered
wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from
the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to
question him any longer.
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THE QUESTION ABOUT THE CHRIST

35While Jesus was teaching in the temple,
he asked, “How can the scribes say that the
Messiah is the son of David? 36 David him-
self says by the Holy Spirit:

The Lord declared to my Lord,

'Sit at my right hand

until I put your enemies

under your feet.'®

37David himself calls him ‘Lord’; how then
canhebehisson?” And thelarge crowd was
listening to him with delight.

WARNING AGAINST THE SCRIBES

38He also said in his teaching, “Beware
of the scribes, who want to go around in
long robes and who want greetings in the
marketplaces, 3° the best seats in the syna-
gogues, and the places of honor atbanquets.
40They devour widows' houses and say long
prayers just for show. These will receive
harsher judgment.”

THE WIDOW'S GIFT

41Sitting across from the temple treasury,
he watched how the crowd dropped mon-
ey into the treasury. Many rich people were
puttinginlarge sums.42Then a poor widow
came and dropped in two tiny coins worth
very little. 43 Summoning his disciples, he
said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor wid-
ow has put more into the treasury than all
the others. 44For they all gave out of their
surplus, but she out of her poverty has putin
everything shehad —all she had tolive on.”

DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE
PREDICTED

1 As he was going out of the temple,
one of his disciples said to him,
“Teacher, look! What massive stones! What
impressive buildings!”
2Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great
buildings? Not one stone will be left upon
another — all will be thrown down.”

SIGNS OF THE END OF THE AGE

3While he was sitting on the Mount of Ol-
ives across from the temple, Peter, James,
John, and Andrew asked him privately,
4“Tell us, when will these things happen?
And what will be the sign when all these
things are about to be accomplished?”
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5 Jesus told them, “Watch out that no one
deceives you.®Many will come in my name,
saying, Tamhe,’ and they will deceive many.
?When you hear of wars and rumors of wars,
don't be alarmed; these things must take
place, but it is not yet the end. 8For nation
will rise up against nation, and kingdom
againstkingdom. There will be earthquakes
in various places, and famines.” These are
thebeginning of birth pains.

PERSECUTIONS PREDICTED

9“Butyou,be onyour guard! They will hand
you over to local courts,® and you will be
flogged in the synagogues. You will stand
before governors and kings because of me,
as a witness to them. '® And it is necessary
that the gospel be preached to all nations.
So when they arrest you and hand you
over,don't worry beforehand what you will
say, but say whatever is given to you at that
time, for it isn't you speaking, but the Holy
Spirit.

12“Brother will betray brother to death,
and a father his child. Children will rise up
against parents and have them put to death.
13You will be hated by everyone because of
my name, but the one who endures to the
end will be saved.

THE GREAT TRIBULATION

14“When you see the abomination of des-
olation € standing where it should not be"
(let the reader understand), “then those in
Judea must flee to the mountains. > A man
on thehousetop mustnot come down or go
in to get anything out of his house, *and a
manin the field must not go back to get his
coat. " Woe to pregnant women and nurs-
ing mothers in those days!

8“Pray it® won't happen in winter. ' For
those will be days of tribulation, the kind
thathasn'tbeen from the beginning of cre-
ation untilnow and never will be again.2°If
the Lord had not cut those days short, no
one would be saved. But he cut those days
short for the sake of the elect, whom he
chose.

21"Then if anyone tells you, ‘See, here is
the Messiah! See, there!' do not believe it.
22For false messiahs and false prophets will
arise and will perform signs and wonders
to lead astray, if possible, the elect. 22 And
youmust watch!IThave told you everything
in advance.

MARK 13-14
THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN

24“But in those days, after that tribulation:
The sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not shed its light; 2> the stars will be
falling from the sky, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they will
see the Son of Man coming in clouds with
great power and glory. 2 He will send out
the angels and gather his elect from the
four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.

THE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE

28“Learn this lesson from the fig tree: As
soon as its branch becomes tender and
sprouts leaves, you know that summer is
near.? In the same way, when you see these
things happening, recognize® that heF is
near — at the door.

30“Truly I tell you, this generation will cer-
tainly not pass away until all these things
take place. 3'Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never pass away.

NO ONE KNOWS THE DAY OR HOUR

32*Now concerning that day or hourno one
knows — neither the angels in heaven nor
the Son —but only the Father.

33“Watch! Be alert!® For you don't know
when the time is coming.

34"t is like a man on a journey, who left
his house, gave authority to his servants,
gave each one his work, and commanded
the doorkeeper to be alert. 35 Therefore be
alert, since you don't know when the mas-
ter of thehouseis coming — whetherin the
evening or at midnight or at the crowing of
the rooster or early in the morning. 36 Oth-
erwise, when he comes suddenly he might
find you sleeping. 3? And what I say to you, I
say to everyone: Be alert!”

DEFEND 100 —MARK 13:31
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will never pass away.”

THE PLOT TO KILL JESUS

‘I It was two days before the Pass-

over and the Festival of Unleavened
Bread. The chief priests and the scribes
were looking for a cunning way to arrest
Jesus and kill him. 2“Not during the festi-
val,” they said, “so that there won'tbe a riot
among the people.”

A13:8 Other mss add and disturbances ©®13:9 Or sanhedrins ©13:14Dn 9:27 P13:18 Other mssread
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MARK 14
THE ANOINTING AT BETHANY

3While he was in Bethany at the house of Si-
mon the leper,” as he was reclining at the
table, a woman came with an alabaster jar
of very expensive perfume of pure nard. She
broke thejarand poureditonhishead.4But
some were expressing indignation to one an-
other: “Why has this perfume been wasted?
5For this perfume might have been sold for
more than three hundred denarii® and giv-
en to the poor.” And they began to scold her.

6 Jesusreplied, “Leave her alone. Why are
you bothering her? She has done a noble
thing for me. 7 You always have the poor
with you, and you can do what is good for
them whenever you want, but you do not
always have me. 8 She has done what she
could; she hasanointed mybody in advance
for burial. ? Truly I tell you, wherever the
gospel is proclaimed in the whole world,
what she has done will also be told in mem-
ory of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve,
went to the chief priests to betray Jesus
to them. " And when they heard this, they
were glad and promised to give him money.
Sohestarted looking for a good opportuni-
ty to betray him.

PREPARATION FOR PASSOVER

20n the first day of Unleavened Bread,
when they sacrifice the Passover lamb, his
disciples asked him, “Where do you want
us to go and prepare the Passover so that
you may eat it?”

13S0 he sent two of his disciples and told
them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying
a jar of water will meet you. Follow him.
4 Wherever he enters, tell the owner of the
house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is my guest
room where I may eat the Passover with my
disciples? "> He will show you alarge room
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make the
preparations for us there.” 6 So the disciples
went out, entered the city, and found it just
as he had told them, and they prepared the
Passover.

BETRAYAL AT THE PASSOVER

7When evening came, he arrived with the
Twelve.® While they were reclining and eat-
ing, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, one of you
willbetray me — one whois eating withme.”
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¥ They began to be distressed and to say
to him one by one, “Surely notI?”

20He said to them, “Itis one of the Twelve
—theonewhoisdipping breadin thebowl
with me. 2'For the Son of Man will go just
as it is written about him, but woe to that
man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!
It would have been better for him if he had
notbeenborn.”

THE FIRST LORD'S SUPPER

22 Asthey were eating, he took bread, blessed
and broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take
it; thisismybody.” 22 Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks, he gave it to them, and
they all drank from it. 22He said to them,
“This is my blood of the covenant,© which
is poured out for many. 2 Truly I tell you, I
will no longer drink of the fruit of the vine
until that day when I drink it newP® in the
kingdom of God."

26 After singing a hymn, they went out to
the Mount of Olives.

PETER'S DENIAL PREDICTED

27Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will fall
away, € becauseitis written:
I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.”
28 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of
you to Galilee."
29 Peter told him, “Even if everyone falls
away, [ willnot.”
30“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to him,
“today, this very night, before the rooster
crows twice, you will deny me three times.”
31But he kept insisting, “If I have to die
with you, [ will never deny you.” And they
all said the same thing.

THE PRAYER IN THE GARDEN

32Then they came to a place named Geth-
semane, and he told his disciples, “Sit here
while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James, and
John with him, and he began to be deeply
distressed and troubled. 34 He said to them,
“Tam deeply grieved © to the point of death.
Remain here and stay awake.” 3 He went a
little farther, fell to the ground, and prayed
thatif it were possible, the hour might pass
from him. 36 And he said, “Abba," Father!
All things are possible for you. Take this
cup away from me. Nevertheless, not what

A14:3 Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases; see Lv13-14 B14:5 Adenarius = one day's wage
€14:24 Other mss read the new covenant °14:25 Or drink new wine ; lit drink itnew E14:27 Other mss
add because of me this night 14:27 Zch13:7 ©14:34 Or “My soul is swallowed up in sorrow

H14:36 Aramaic for father
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BLASPHEMY

Throughout Bible history,

blasphemy was a serious
crime—punishable by death.
Blasphemy means “evil
speaking.” Accusing God of
doing evil or cursing God
would be considered blas-

[ will, but what you will." 3 Then he came
and found them sleeping. He said to Peter,
“Simon, are you sleeping? Couldn't you stay
awake one hour? 38 Stay awake and pray
so that you won't enter into temptation.”
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
390nce again he went away and prayed, say-
ing the same thing. 4° And again he came
and found them sleeping, because they
could not keep their eyes open. They did not
know what to say to him. 4'Then he came a
third time and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and resting? Enough! The time has
come. See, the Son of Man is betrayed into
the hands of sinners. 42 Get up; let's go. See,
my betrayer isnear.”

JUDAS'S BETRAYAL OF JESUS

43 While he was still speaking, Judas, one
of the Twelve, suddenly arrived. With him
was a mob, with swords and clubs, from
the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.
44Hisbetrayer had given them a signal. “The
onelkiss,” hesaid, “he’s the one; arrest him
and take him away under guard.” 4> So when
he came, immediately he went up to Jesus
and said, “Rabbi! " and kissed him. 46 They
took hold of him and arrested him. 4’ One of
those who stood by drew his sword, struck
thehigh priest's servant, and cut off his ear.

48 Jesus said to them, “Have you come out
with swords and clubs, as if I were a crimi-
nal,® to capture me?4° Every day [was among
you, teaching in the temple, and you didn'tar-
rest me. But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”

50Then they all deserted him and ran
away. ' Now a certain young man, wear-
ing nothing butalinen cloth, was following
him. They caught hold of him, >2but he left
thelinen clothbehind and ran away naked.

JESUS FACES THE SANHEDRIN

53They led Jesus away to the high priest,
and all the chief priests, the elders, and the
scribes assembled. 54 Peter followed him at
adistance, rightinto the high priest's court-

phemy. Someone claiming

to be God would be called a
blasphemer. In Mark 14:62-64,
Jesus told the truth and
admitted He was the Son of
God. Wicked leaders charged
Jesus with blasphemy and

MARK 14

crucified Him because they
didn’t understand the truth. Is
it possible for us to blas-
pheme today? Absolutely.
That’s why the Bible tells us
over and over to be careful
with what we say.

yard. He was sitting with the servants,€
warming himself by the fire.

55The chief priests and the whole San-
hedrin were looking for testimony against
Jesus to put him to death, but they could not
find any. 3¢ For many were giving false testi-
mony against him, and the testimonies did
not agree. 3 Some stood up and gave false
testimony against him, stating, 58 “We heard
him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made
with human hands, and in three days I will
build another not made by hands.'" 5 Yet
their testimony did not agree even on this.

60 Then the high priest stood up before
them all and questioned Jesus, “Don’t you
have an answer to what these men are tes-
tifying against you? " 6' But he kept silent
and did not answer. Again the high priest
questioned him, “Are you the Messiah, the
Son of the Blessed One?”

62T am,” said Jesus, “and you will see the
Son of Man seated at the right hand of Pow-
erand coming with the clouds of heaven.”®

63Then the high priest tore his robes and
said, “Why do we stillneed witnesses? 54 You
have heard the blasphemy. Whatis your de-
cision?" They all condemned him as deserv-
ing death.

65Then some began to spit on him, to
blindfold him, and to beat him, saying,
“Prophesy!” The temple servants also took
him and slapped him.

PETER DENIES HIS LORD

66 While Peter was in the courtyard below,
one of the high priest's maidservants came.
67When she saw Peter warming himself, she
looked at him and said, “You also were with
Jesus, the man from Nazareth.”

58 But he denied it: “I don't know or un-
derstand what you're talking about.” Then
hewent out to the entryway,® and a rooster
crowed.F

69 When the maidservant saw him again,
she began to tell those standing nearby,
“This man is one of them.”

A14:38 Or won't be putto the test B14:48 Or insurrectionist ©14:54 Or temple police, or officers, also in
v.65 P14:62Ps110:1;Dn7:13 E14:68 Or forecourt F14:68 Other mss omit and a rooster crowed
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70Butagain he denied it. Afteralittle while
those standing there said to Peter again,
“You certainly are one of them, since you're
also a Galilean."*

Then he started to curse and swear, “I
don'tknow thisman you're talking about!”

2Immediately arooster crowed a second
time, and Peter remembered when Jesus
had spoken the word to him, “Before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me three
times.” And he broke down and wept.

JESUS FACES PILATE

‘I As soon as it was morning, hav-

ing held a meeting with the elders,
scribes, and the whole Sanhedrin, the chief
priests tied Jesus up, led him away, and
handed him over to Pilate.

250 Pilate asked him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?”

He answered him, “You say so.”

3 And the chief priests accused him of
many things. 4Pilate questioned him again,
"Aren’tyou going to answer? Look how many
things they are accusing you of! " 5But Jesus
stilldid not answer, and so Pilate was amazed.

1016

JESUS OR BARABBAS

6 At the festival Pilate used to release for the
people a prisoner whom they requested.
"There was one named Barabbas, who was
in prison with rebels who had committed
murder during the rebellion. 8 The crowd
came up and began to ask Pilate to do for
them as was his custom. ? Pilate answered
them, “Do you want me to release the King
of the Jews for you? " "®For he knew it was
because of envy that the chief priests had
handed him over. "But the chief priests
stirred up the crowd so that he would re-
lease Barabbas to them instead. 2 Pilate
asked them again, “Then what do you want
me to do with the one you call the King of
the Jews?"”

3 Again they shouted, “Crucify him!”

14 Pilate said to them, “Why? What has he
done wrong?”

But they shouted all the more, “Crucify
him!”

5 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate re-
leased Barabbas to them; and after having
Jesus flogged, he handed him over to be
crucified.

A14:70 Other mss add and your speech shows it

DERENBERS DEFAMERS OF THE FAITH

Name: Pontius Pilate

Lesson: Failing to Act on the
Truth

Story Timeline: About AD 30

When Jewish religious leaders
sought to have Jesus killed,
Pontius Pilate was the gover-
nor over Judea. Since the Isra-
elites were under Roman rule,
the religious leaders couldn’t
legally kill Jesus. They
brought Jesus before Pilate
and made all sorts of accusa-
tions against Him—the worst
being that He claimed to be
the Son of God. The Pharisees
said Jesus was committing
blasphemy—which can mean
doing and saying things only
God can do—by healing peo-
ple and forgiving sins.

Of course, Jesus wasn’t
committing blasphemy. He
really was God (John 10:30).
Jesus never broke a law or
sinned. Pilate asked Jesus
several questions. Jesus
never defended Himself,
which stunned Pilate. All the
Gospels record the encounter
between Jesus and Pilate
(check out Matthew 27,

Luke 23, and John 18). As you

compare them, some facts

stand out:

* Pilate became absolutely
convinced Jesus was inno-
cent and had done nothing
wrong.

* Pilate knew the religious

leaders wanted to kill

Jesus because they were

jealous of His power and

popularity.

Jesus told Pilate the truth.

He was a King—but not of

this world.

» Pilate’s wife had a dream

that Jesus was innocent.

She warned her husband

not to condemn Jesus.

Looking for a way out,

Pilate offered to release one

prisoner: Jesus or a known

criminal named Barabbas.

When the people chose

Barabbas, Pilate tried to

convince the people to free

Jesus.

Pilate knew Jesus claimed

to be the Son of God, which

made him fearful.

« Pilate made a decision to
satisfy the crowd instead
of releasing Jesus, even
though he knew Jesus was
innocent.

« Pilate publicly washed his
own hands, claiming by this
act that he was innocent of
Jesus’s blood.

Was Pilate really innocent of
Jesus’s blood? Hardly. Pilate
could have followed what he
believed and set Jesus free.
Washing his hands couldn’t
wash away the truth. In the
end he followed what the
crowd wanted him to do.

He chose political power in

exchange for the truth. It was

a fool’s trade.

That’s the thing with the
truth. If you follow it, Jesus
said you’ll be set free. Those
famous words from John 8:32
have given people hope ever
since Jesus spoke them. God’s
truth has set countless billions
of people free. But knowing
the truth can condemn us
too. If you know the truth and
choose to ignore it, you’'ll set
yourself on a dangerous path.

Follow the truth, not the
crowd. The crowd is often big,
loud, convincing ... and dead
wrong. You know the truth.
And once you recognize the
truth, washing your hands of
itisn’t an option.
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MOCKED BY THE MILITARY

16 The soldiers led him away into the pal-
ace (that is, the governor's residence) and
called the whole company together. 7 They
dressed him in a purple robe, twisted to-
gether a crown of thorns, and putiton him.
8 And they began to salute him, “Hail, King
of the Jews! " They were hitting him on the
head with a stick and spitting on him. Get-
ting down on their knees, they were paying
him homage. 2° After they had mocked him,
they stripped him of the purple robe and
put his clothes on him.

CRUCIFIED BETWEEN TWO CRIMINALS

They led him out to crucify him. 2 They
forced a man coming in from the country,
who was passing by, to carry Jesus's cross.
He was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alex-
ander and Rufus.

22They brought Jesus to the place called
Golgotha (Which means Place of the Skull).
23They tried to give him wine mixed with
myrrh, but he did not take it.

24Then they crucified him and divided his
clothes, castinglots for them to decide what
each would get. 2 Now it was nine in the
morning” when they crucified him. 26 The
inscription of the charge written against
him was: THE KING OF THE JEWS. ¥ They cru-
cified two criminals® with him, one on his
right and one on his left.©

2 Those who passed by were yelling in-
sults at® him, shaking their heads, and say-
ing, “Ha! The one who would destroy the
temple and rebuild it in three days, 3°save
yourself by coming down from the cross!”
31In the same way, the chief priests with the
scribes were mocking him among them-
selves and saying, “He saved others, but he
cannot save himself! 32 Let the Messiah, the
King of Israel, come down now from the
cross, so that we may see and believe.” Even
those who were crucified with him taunt-
ed him.

THE DEATH OF JESUS

33When it was noon, € darkness came over
the wholeland until three in the afternoon.”
34 And at three Jesus cried out with a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lemd sabachthdni?”which
is translated, “My God, my God, why have
you abandoned me? "¢

MARK 15-16

35When some of those standing there
heard this, they said, “See, he's calling for
Elijah.”

36 Someone ran and filled a sponge with
sour wine, fixed it on a stick, offered him a
drink, and said, “Let's see if Elijah comes to
take him down.”

37Jesusletoutaloud cry and breathed his
last. 38 Then the curtain of the temple was
tornin two from top to bottom. 3 When the
centurion, who was standing opposite him,
saw the way he" breathed his last, he said,
“Truly this man was the Son of God! "'

40 There were also women watching from
adistance. Among them were Mary Magda-
lene, Mary the mother of James the younger
and of Joses, and Salome. 4 In Galilee these
women followed him and took care of him.
Many other women had come up with him
toJerusalem.

THE BURIAL OF JESUS

42When it was already evening, because it
was the day of preparation (that is, the day
before the Sabbath), 43 Joseph of Arimathea,
aprominent member of the Sanhedrin who
was himself looking forward to the king-
dom of God, came and boldly went to Pilate
and asked for Jesus's body. 44 Pilate was sur-
prised that he was already dead. Summon-
ing the centurion, he asked him whether
he had already died. 4> When he found out
from the centurion, he gave the corpse to
Joseph. 46 Afterhebought somelinen cloth,
Joseph took him down and wrapped him in
thelinen. Then helaid himinatomb cutout
of the rock and rolled a stone against the
entrance to the tomb. ¥ Mary Magdalene
and Mary the mother of Joses were watch-
ing where he was laid.

RESURRECTION MORNING

‘I When the Sabbath was over, Mary

Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, so that
they could go and anoint him. 2 Very early
inthemorning, on the first day of the week,
they went to the tomb at sunrise. 3 They were
saying to one another, “Who will roll away
the stone from the entrance to the tomb
for us?” 4Looking up, they noticed that the
stone — which was very large —had been
rolled away.

A15:25 Litwas the third hour ©15:27 Or revolutionaries €15:27 Some mss include v. 28: So
the Scripture was fulfilled that says: And he was counted among criminals. °15:29 Or passed by
blasphemed E15:33 Lit the sixth hour F15:33 Lit the ninth hour, alsoinv.34 ©15:34 Ps22:1
H15:39 Other mss read saw that he cried out like this and '15:39 Or a son of God
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Inside the Tomb of Jesus at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the likely burial place of Jesus Christ.

DIGGING INTO THE WORD
RESTING PLACE?

B For centuries—as far back as 1555 and most

likely longer—many Christians in Jerusalem
have believed that a certain slab of limestone
is where Jesus’s body was laid after the
crucifixion. The rock was cut from the wall of
a cave and brought to the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre. The church stands on Calgary, the
hill where Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem.
The slab doesn’t look like anything special—
just a shelf of limestone that served as a
burial bed. But when biblical experts see it, it
can create an emotional response. Archae-
ologist Fredrik Hiebert inspected it in 2016
and told National Geographic, “I'm absolutely

5When they entered the tomb, they saw
a young man dressed in a white robe sit-
ting on the right side; they were alarmed.
6“Don'tbe alarmed,” he told them. “You are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was cru-
cified. He has risen! He is not here. See the
place where they put him. ?But go, tell his
disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of
you to Galilee; you will see him there just
ashetoldyou."”

8They went out and ran from the tomb,
because trembling and astonishment over-
whelmed them. And they said nothing to
anyone, since they were afraid.

amazed. My knees are shaking a little bit
because | wasn’t expecting this. We can’t say
100 percent, but it appears to be visible proof
that the location of the tomb has not shifted
through time, something that scientists and
historians have wondered for decades.”

The evidence is compelling. But whether or
not the slab is the actual burial place of Jesus
isn’t that important. What is important is the
fact that this was not the final resting place
of Jesus. Jesus rose again from the dead.
The fact that Jesus was crucified, buried, and
resurrected is the most important message
of the gospel.

[Some of the earliest
mss conclude with 16:8.]4

THE LONGER ENDING OF MARK:
APPEARANCES OF THE RISEN LORD

[°Early on the first day of the week, after he
hadrisen, he appeared first to Mary Magda-
lene, out of whom he had driven seven de-
mons. ' She wentand reported to those who
hadbeen with him, as they were mourning
and weeping. " Yet, when they heard that he
was alive and had been seen by her, they did
notbelieve it.

A16:8 Other mssinclude vv. 9-20 as a longer ending. The following shorter ending is found in
some mss betweenv. 8 andv. 9 andin one ms after v. 8 (each of which omits vv. 9-20): And all that
had been commanded to them they quickly reported to those around Peter. After these things, Jesus
himself sent out through them from east to west, the holy and imperishable proclamation of eternal

salvation. Amen.
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12 After this, heappeared in a different form
to two of them walking on their way into the
country. ¥ And they went and reported it to
the rest, who did not believe them either.

THE GREAT COMMISSION

4 Later he appeared to the Eleven them-
selves as they were reclining at the table.
He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of
heart, because they did not believe those
who saw him after he had risen. **Then
he said to them, “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation. ' Who-
ever believes and is baptized will be saved,
but whoever does not believe will be con-

MARK 16

demned. 7 And these signs will accompa-
ny those who believe: In my name they will
drive out demons; they will speak in new
tongues;” ¥ they will pick up snakes;8 if
they should drink anything deadly, it will
not harm them; they will lay hands on the
sick, and they will get well.”

THE ASCENSION

950 the Lord Jesus, after speaking to them,
was taken up into heaven and sat down at
the right hand of God. 2° And they went out
and preached everywhere, while the Lord
worked with them and confirmed the word
by the accompanying signs.]

A16:17 =languages ©B16:18 Other mss add with their hands
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