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American Dison

[so known as the buffalo, millions of American

bison once roamed across the American plains.
Native Americans depended on bison for their food
and clothing, and used the dung — called buffalo
chips — as fuel for their fires.

The coat of the bison is dark brown. It is very shaggy
at the shoulders, actually consisting of two layers. A
thick undercoat traps body warmth. The outer coat,
which is shed in the summer, is made of long guard
hairs that keep out wind and shed water. The hump
on a bison’s back consists of muscle and bone used
to support the buffalo’s large head. Both the male
and the female have curved horns.

Bison do not have good eyesight, but they have a
sharp sense of smell and very good hearing. They can
maintain speeds up to 35 miles (56 km) per hour for as
long as a half-hour, and are also excellent swimmers.

Bison are migratory grazers. Their food is chewed,
then swallowed and regurgitated. This is called
chewing the cud, but the scientific name is rumina-
tion. Like all bovines, the bison does not have any
incisors in the roof of its mouth, but it does have a
pad and jaw teeth.

Although bison look like overgrown cattle, they
are wild animals and can be extremely dangerous.
During the breeding season, the bulls are easily
provoked, and a cow with a calf will protect it by
charging. On the other hand, when a herd feels
threatened, the cows will surround the calves, and
the bulls will surround the cows.

Adult bison have few enemies, though wolves and
coyotes may attack the old, sick, or young. Females
mature in two to four years, usually producing one

calf per breeding season — July through September.
After a gestation period of nine months, calves weigh
about 65 pounds (29 kg) when born and are able to
stand in a couple of hours.

Early American settlers nearly wiped out the buf-
falo, reducing the bison population from over 50
million to around 500. After they were put on the
endangered species list, the herds increased to over
100,000 bison by 1991.

Today, farms and ranches raise bison for their meat
and hide. Because bison and domestic cattle are of
the same kind (Bovidae), they can reproduce and
their offspring are called “beefalos.” Since bison are
very territorial and prefer to stay close to their home
range, they are hard to contain in new surroundings.
Farmers usually purchase calves because mature
bison will break through the sturdiest of fences to
return to their original home.

American Bison <4

. ARTIODACTYLA * DOVIDAE * BISON BISON

— HeiGHrT: 6 feet (1.8 m) at the shoulder
WEiGHT: 2,210 pounds (1,000 kg)

\.--\ LenGTH: 12 feet (3.7 m) from head to tail.

Life Span: 20 years in the wild, up to 40 years in
captivity.

«  SpeciaL DesiGN FeaTure: The coat of the bison is ac-
tually two coats. One is a thick undercoat to trap_

body warmth and the other has long guard hairs
"—to keep out the wind and it sheds water.

Dip You kNow? The American bison is the largest
. land mammal on the American continent.
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Dactrian (_amel

he Bactrian camel is the only truly wild, two-

humped camel in the world. It is named for the
area it inhabits, Bactria, on the border of the former
Soviet Union. The wild camel once roamed all of
Asia but now can only be found in the Gobi Desert.

Special God-designed features of the camel make
survival in the harsh desert possible. It has thick,
wooly fleece to protect it from the hot sun and help
it fight off the cold in the winter; the wool is dark
brown to beige. The camel can tolerate great varia-
tions in temperature. Other special features include
nostrils that close to keep the sand out, eyelashes
that are double-rowed to protect the eyes, knees that
are padded for kneeling, and broad feet with ex-
pandable pads for walking in the sand.

The Bactrian camel feeds on tough grass, herbs,
branches, shrubs, and foliage. They have a four-
chambered stomach and chew their cud like a cow.
They usually search for food in the early morning or
evening.

One amazing feature of this camel is its two humps.
These humps are food and water reserves. The camel
can go a long time without water (up to ten times
longer than man can), and can drink up to 125 pints
(237 1) to replenish its water supply.

13

The Bactrian camel herds contain 6 to 20 animals
led by a mature male. These camels breed in Feb-
ruary, and their gestation period lasts 13 months.
Within several days of birth, the calf can keep up
with its mother very well. The calf will nurse for five
years, at which point it reaches maturity.

Man has domesticated some Bactrian camels. They
are an important resource for wool, milk, meat, and
transportation in the desert.

Bactrian Camel 3

ARTIODACTYLA * C_AMELIDAE * CAMELUS BAC-

! TRIANUS i
" Heighr: 6 feet (1.8 m)

LeNGTH: 10 feet (3 m) '

\_\WEIGHT: 1,575 pounds (700 kg) o

_Lire SpaN: longest recorded, 50 years
SpeciAL DesiGN FeaTure: The wool of the camel pro-
tects it from extreme weather, its nostrils close to
keep sand out, and their broad feet expand to walk-

w_easily in the sand.

Dib You kNow? The fat in the humps of the camel
store reserves of food and water. They can survive

' ten times longer than man can without water.

“_-v



