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PART I,

. CHAPTER L
¥ S T walked through

the wilderness of
this world, I lighted
¥ on a certain place
where was a den,' and laid
me down in that place to
sleep s and as I slept, I
dreamed a dream. I dreamed
and behold, I saw a man
clothed with rags,” standing
in a certain place, with his
face from his own house, a
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! The jail. Mr. BuNYAN wrote this precious
book in Bedford jail, where he was confined on
account of his religion. The following anecdote
is related of him : a Quaker came to the jail,
and thus addressed him: “ Friend Bunvan,
the Lord sent me to seek for thee, and I have
been through several counties in search of thee ;
and now I am glad I have found thee.” To which
Mr. BuxyAN replied : “ Friend, thou dost not
speak truth in saying, the Lord sent thee to
seek me ; for the Lord well knows that I have
been in this jail for some years, and if he had
sent thee, he would have sent thee here directly.

1

book in his hand, and a great
burden upon his back. 1
looked, and saw him open the
book, and read therein: and
as he read he wept and trem-
bled; and not being able
longer to contain, he brake
out with a lamentable cry,”

saying—*“Whatshall I do "™

* Acts ii. 87 ; xvi. 30.

? The cry of an awakened sinner, who sees
his own righteousness to be as filthy rags, his
soul in a state of wrath and wretchedness,
exposed to everlasting destruction, feeling the
burden of his sins upon his back, he turns his
face from his own house, from himself, from
all his false hopes and vain confidence, for
refuge ; and takes his Bible in his hand to
direct him where he shall flee for refuge and
salvation. The more a sinner reads therein, the
more he is convinced of the wretched state and
ruined condition of his precious and immortal
soul, and of his necessity of fleeing to Christ for
eternal life and salvation. As he reads, he
weeps and trembles to think what will become
of him. Reader,was this ever your case?
Did you ever see your sins, and feel the burden
of them so as to cry out, in the anguish of
your soul, What must I do to be saved ? If
not, you will look on this precious book as a
romance or history which no way concerns
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In this plight, therelore,
he went heme, and retrained
himself’ ag long as he eonld,
that his wile and ehildren
should not perceive his dis-
tross ;. Lot he eould not bhe
h]ln‘nt long, beeause that his
frouble m{'rmuml wherelore,
at lenoeh, hie l}l“]kL‘ his 1111an
to s ww_te andd children, and
thus he began to tnIL 10
thewn: <0 my dear wife, said
he, wid yon the children of
LY howels, T, yvour deur
fricnd, am in un*HJF undone,
by rcason of a burden that
licth Tl upon me: more-
over, I am ecrt tainly informed
that this our uh* will be
burned with fire from Iea-
ven ; in which fearful over-
throw, bath mvsclf, with thee
my wite, and Tml, my sweet
babes shall miser 11:-11 ¢

FOU 2 FOU van nonare wilersiued tho weani-we
of it, Whan iF i3 were wrillben i ogn omkeooen
t{lll""Lllf“' Lew oo ara vel earnad, dead o yoor
gins, Lvitwy 30 the srms of Lhe 1.r1n_1..ml1||| in
false ecii v, That thiz Book s gpdricmal ; ir

AT '::l].'ll‘F]. i 1|r|l[|: 1wt I‘\‘,- & ||| ||||._|'|'|-, o le ]
stmly, wha Livve w:pmen-:ofl that. galvation
ke Fegrt whicl beging with 2 sight of zin, a
genan of sin, a0 foae of destruction, and drean
ol davwmation,  Sueh, snd only A I| LOTRIILCT
ilruns from the I.J.|'l of dealr: | o to e
Ecaﬂrmjl\' Lmudu,]_u
A Thig world,

“to ruin, exeept (the which yot

I see not) some way of eseape -
may be found, ﬂhmﬂn' wa
may bedelivered.” Atthis, his
relations wore sore EI-TI‘I"UE‘d

not for that they hFTIF‘\Td
what he had said to them
wits true, but because they
thought some frenzy dis-
hﬂmpu had got into his head,
therefonre, it Lll‘*'I_WHI'T towards
night, and they hnlmm that
&leelj might s ttle his hraius,
with all llclht{-" they got him
to bed @# but the mght WS 08
troublosgome to him as the
day 3 wherctore, ingtead of
&lf'{*[nng“ he spent it in sighs
and tears.  So when the
norning  was  come, they
would Lnnu how he did:

hoe told them worse and
worse 1 he alto set to talk-
ing to ﬂ]F‘lTl again, but they
hr:w-’m to be hardened. T hmr
dI"-{J- thought to drive away
his rhmr-mpﬂr by harsh and

L Convicoian ol sinin the heart will dizeever
Haald L those abauk as, By oz onwrrd eoncluet
and hwehaviony ol Lhie 1119

P Wlhen we begin o be wiae unto zalvatign,
carnel friends promonres ws rad e desloe-
don ; sl adminislaee eamal physic for oue in
A El}l.llad-
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surly carriage to him: some-
times they would deride;
sometimes they would chide;
and sometimes they would
quite neglect him—Where-
fore he began to retire him-
self to his chamber, to pray
for and pity them, and also
‘to condole his own misery.
He would also walk solitary
in the fields, sometimes read-
ing, and sometimes praying;
and thus for some days he
spent his time. |

Now I saw, upon a time,
when he was walking in the
fields, that he was (as he was
wont) reading in his book,
and greatly distressed in his
mind ; and as he read, he
burst out, as he had done
before, crying “* What shall
I do to be saved ?"

I saw also that he looked
this way and that way, as if
he would run, yet he stood
still, because, I perceived he
could not tell which way to
go. I looked then and saw

* Acts xvi. 30,31. Heb. ix. 27. Job. xvi. 21, 22

1 No soul was ever in earnest for salvation,
till there was a cry in his heart to be saved
from damnation,

a man, named Evangelist,
coming to him, who asked,
“Wherefore dost thou cry 72

He answered, Sir, I per-
ceive by the book in my
hand, that I am condemned
to die,and after that to come
to judgment ; and I find that
I am not willing to do the
first, nor able 4 to do the
second.’

Then,said Evangelist, Why
not willing to die, since this
life is attended with so many
evils? The man answered,
Because I fear that this
burden that is upon my
back* will sink me lower
than the grave, and I shall
fall into Tophet.; And, Sir,
if I be not fit to go to prison,
I am not fit to go to judg-
ment, and from thence to
execution ; and the thoughts
of these things make me cry

L%

T Ezek. xxii. 14. I Isa. xxx, 33.

? Behold here the tender love and care of
Jesus, the great Shepherd and Bishop of souls,
to sin-distressed, heavy laden sinners, in sending
Evangelist, that is, a preacher of the gospel
grace, and glad tidings of salvation, to them.

* A true confession of an enlightened sensible
sinner.

* The convictions of the Spirit of God in the
heart make a man feel the insupportable
burden of sin upon his back, and to dread the
wrath of God revealed from heaven against sin.
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Then, said Evangelist, If
this be thy condition, why
standest thou still? He
answered, Because I know
not whither to go. Then
he gave him a parchment
roll, and there was written
- within, “ Fly* from the wrath
to come.”* The man there-
fore read it, and looking
upon Evangelist very care-
fully, said, Whither must I
fly ? Then, said Evangelist,
pointing his finger over a
very wide field, Do you see
yonder Wicket-gate, 74 The
man said, No. Then said the
other, Do you see yonder}
shining light ?* He said—
I think I do. Then, said
Evangelist, Keep that light
in your eye, and go up
directly thereto, so shalt thou
see the gate: at which when

* Matt.iii.7. 1t Matt. vii. 14. 2 Pet. i 19,

1 The gospel never leaves a convinced sinner
in the miserable situation in which it finds him,
without hope and relief: but points him to
Jesus for safety and salvation, that he may flee
from himself and the wrath he feels in himself
to the fulness of the grace of Christ, signified
by the WICKET-GATE.

2 Christ, and the way to him, cannot be found
without the word. The word directs to Christ,
and the Spirit shines into the heart, whereby
the sinner sees Christ in the word. This makes
God’s word precious.

‘thou knockest, it shall be

told thee what thou shalt do.
So I saw in my dream, that
the man began to run. Now
he had not far run from his
own door, before his wife and
children, perceiving it, began
to cry after him to return ;*
but the man put his fingers
in his ears, and ran on, cry-
ing “Life! life! eternal life!”
So he looked not behind
him,} but fled towards the
middle of the plain.®

The neighbours also came
out to see* him run; and
as he ran some mocked,
others threatened, and some
cried after him to return
and among those that did so,
there were two that were re-
solved to fetch him back by
force. The name of the one
was Obstinate, and the name

* Luke xiv, 26. t Gen. xix. 17.

8 When a sinner begins to flee from destruc-
tion, carnal relations will strive to prevent him ;
but it is wiser to stop our ears against the
reasonings of flesh and blood, than to parley
with them. Carnal affections cannot prevail
over spiritual convictions. The sinner, who is
in earnest for salvation, will be deaf to invita-
tions to go back. The more he is solicited by
them, the faster he will flee from them.

¢ They who flee from the wrath to come, are
a gazing-stock to the world.
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of the other Phiable. Now
by this time the man was
ot a pood distance fromn
them ; but, however, they
were resolved to pursue him :
which they did, and in a
little tine they overtook
him. Then, said the man,
“Naighhours, wherefore ave
ye come P They said—To
persuade you to go back
with us 3 but he Emfl—lhmt

can by nn means boi  yon
dwell, said he, in the Ulh* of
Destruetion (the place also
where T wag born), T sce 1t
to be go: and, dyving there,
sponer or later you will sink
lower than the grave, into a
place that burns with five
and brmustone, De content,
ool nem*hhﬂm'z_-t, and 2o
:llﬂll}_l,‘ with me,! |

W hat, said Obstinate, and
leave our triends and our
comforts belund us 7

Yoeg, said Christian  (for
that was his name), becausc

! The gonaine apivit of o simner, convineel of

ain, and facing from destruction, He wauld
'““”:r ¥em1ndc ot qoor sinmers to oo wilh
him,  The Yzast spock of grace from God in e
heart digeovers ftsell i maml-will o men,

that -ﬂl wlich wyou shall
forsake” * 13 not ‘ﬁ'f‘.rllh‘if 10
bo compared with @ little of
that which 1 am secking to
enjoy : and, it you m]l 0o
llluuw with me and behold ﬁ

you hall fare as I inysell ;
for there, where I go, is
enoueh and to spare : 4 comeo
and Prove my worda,

OBsT. “rhdf are the things
yon =eck, sinee you leave all
ihe world to find them ?

CHR. I 2eck an “ Inherit-
ance incorruptible, undefiled,
aud that fadeth not away ;"1
and it is laid up n Ile: WP11,§
and =afe there, to be be-
stowed at thetinie appointed,
on them that diligently seel
it. Read 1t so, it you will in
my hook.

Opst. Tush, said Obsti-
nate ; away with your book ;
mll you o back with us or
no ?

CHE. No, not I, said Chris
tian 3 beeause T havoe laid my
h*'uul to the

Opsr. Come theu, neigh-
#aCoriv. 1%, tTake o 17 21 Pet_ 1. 4
§1Tch, =i, 18, || ke ix, G2,
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bour Pliable, let us turn

again and go home without
him ; thero is a company
of these crazy-headed cox-
combs, that when they take
a fancy by the end, are
wiser 1n their own
than seven men that can
render a reason,

P, Then said Pliable,
Don’t revile: if what the
good Christian says is true,
the things he looks after are
better than ours ; my heart
inclines to go with my
neichbour.

OpsT. What! more fools
still 7 Be ruled by me, and
go back ; who knows whither
such a brain-s=ick fellow will
lead you? Go back. go back,
and be wise.!

CHr. Nay, but do thou
come with thy neighbour
Phable; there aresuch things
to be had which I spoke of,

and many more glories he-

gides. If you believe not me, |

read here in this book : and

' He who never became a fool in the eves of
the world for Christ, i3 it yot mpde wise unto
salvation theough the faicl of Chaist,

eyes:

for the trnth of what is cx-
pressed therein, behold al
13 confirmed by the blood of
him that made 1t.*

Prr. Well, neighbour Ob-
stinate, said Pliable, I begin
to come to a point. Iintend
to go along with this good
man, and to cast in my lot
with him ; but, my good
companion, do you know
the way to this desired
place ?

CHRr. I am directed by a
man whose name is Evange-
list, to speed me to a little
gate that is before us, where
we shall receive instruetions
about the way.

Pu. Come then, good
neighbour, let us be go-
ing. (Then they went both
together.)

OBsT. And I will go back
to my place, said Obstinate,
I'will be no companion of such
misled fantastical fellows.?

* b, ix, 17, 21,

I Tlewe s the dillerent elfecls which goapel

- Lruths Biave vpon natural men, Obalingte tutully
| rejects tham, Tlialde hears o theem with joy,

believes somewlul D[' them for & sesson, and
aceompanivy Chrizlinn a Itlle way,





