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7

IntroductionIntroduction

Anyone who has read an A.W. Tozer book will readily admit 
that worship was at the center of almost everything he wrote. 
He might be dealing with a certain subject, but the idea of 
worship will come in somewhere along the line.

In using the word authentic, Tozer emphasizes that not all 
worship in the Church today is authentic. Much like in the 
Old Testament when Israel slowly succumbed to many false 
gods, so the Church today is following suit. Tozer’s passion 
concerning worship was that it always be pleasing to God, as 
authentic worship, not worship that pleased the carnal Chris-
tian or the world.

Once when I was talking to his assistant pastor, Reverend 
Raymond McAfee, he mentioned that often when he would 
go into Tozer’s study at the church, he would find him lying 
facedown on the floor in the form of worship. It was part of 
his persona.

In all his preaching, he regularly touched on the subject of 
worship. In fact, he preached several series on worship. But 
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everything he preached or wrote about had something to do 
with his relationship to God, which was clearly expressed in 
worship.

According to Tozer, how you worship God reveals what 
kind of Christian you are. In this book, Tozer mentions that 
everybody worships, even those who don’t believe in God. It’s 
not if you worship God, but how you worship God that is so 
important. Also, it is what you are worshiping. In our world 
today, we are worshiping everything except God. A.W. Tozer’s 
passion was for the Church to get back to the kind of authentic 
worship that excluded everything else.

Much of what is in this book regarding worship would not 
have been acceptable to Christians, even in Tozer’s day (he died 
in 1963), as the Church was moving away from what he referred 
to as “authentic worship.” Instead, the Church was bringing 
the world into the Church to establish priorities, especially sur-
rounding worship.

When it came to worship, Tozer would pick up his Bible and 
a hymnbook, and he would simply focus on God. (Who has a 
hymnal close at hand these days?) The significance of hymns 
for Tozer was in how they focused on the God of the Bible. This 
was important to him. Today, much of worship music is what 
Tozer would call a “feel-good kind of religion.” Yet worship 
does not make us feel good all the time.

If there’s something in my life that is out of tune with the 
character and nature of God, I cannot be made to feel good. 
Moreover, if I feel good all the time, something must be wrong. 
This idea was what Tozer often put forth. But, according to him, 
sorrow and discouragement can be used by God to bring us to a 
place of repentance, which can then lead us to pleasure in God.
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One of my favorite stories of Tozer is when he was a speaker 
at a summer camp meeting. He was scheduled to preach in the 
evening service and did so for the first couple of nights. Then 
one night he didn’t show up. At first they thought he was run-
ning late, but when it came time for him to preach, Tozer was 
nowhere to be found. Someone else had to fill in for him at the 
last moment.

The next day, somebody was talking with Tozer and asked 
him very bluntly where he was the night before. With a faraway 
look in his eyes, Tozer said, “I had a more important appoint-
ment.” It was later discovered that he was worshiping God all 
afternoon and evening and had simply lost track of time. That’s 
the kind of worship he emphasized.

In a few of his books, Tozer writes about “Cain Worship” 
versus “Abel Worship.” Cain’s worship was to offer to God 
that which pleased Cain. In contrast to Cain, Abel’s worship 
was to offer to God in obedience that which God desired of 
him. So the two brothers were far apart when it came to the 
worship of God.

Many of today’s churches tend to focus on Cain Worship 
rather than on Abel Worship, and yet both believe they are 
doing what pleases God. Of course, God alone is the judge; it 
is He who knows the heart and intent of each worshiper.

This book aims to sort out what is meant by authentic wor-
ship, which goes hand in hand with our developing an authentic 
relationship with God, a relationship that pleases Him. We 
were created to worship God, but after Adam and Eve suc-
cumbed to sin, they (and later, we) lost that level of worship. 
When Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose on the third day, 
our worship was restored according to the pleasure of God. 
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And this restoration did not lift us up to the level of Adam, 
but of Christ.

Tozer said, “If there is anything in me that doesn’t worship 
God, there is nothing in me that worships God to His pleasure.” 
Though this can be hard to put into day-to-day practice, I like 
the idea here, as it takes a serious believer to worship God in 
a way He deserves to be worshiped, and in the way we’ve been 
called to worship Him. With Adam and Eve, Satan took away 
the pleasure of worship, but through Jesus Christ it has been 
restored. The challenge, then, comes with our living up to that 
magnificent restoration.

Once you finish reading this book, I’m quite sure your wor-
ship will never be the same but will have a deeper, more genuine 
quality to it. So let us vow together before God that, regardless 
of the cost, we will worship Him and give Him the authentic 
worship He rightfully deserves.

Rev. James L. Snyder, D.Litt.
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My Quiet Crusade for  My Quiet Crusade for  
Authentic WorshipAuthentic Worship

Many will say to Me in that day, “Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and 

done many wonders in Your name?” And then I will declare to 

them, “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 

lawlessness!”

Matthew 7:22–23

Since my conversion to Christ, I have had a growing passion 
for worship. Throughout the years, I have learned more as 

to what worship is all about and how I can best pursue a life 
of worship. I hope to continue learning more and more about 
that. I can’t wait to get to heaven, where my worship will be 
perfect in God’s view.
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I’m using the term authentic worship throughout this book 
because I want to deal with the subject of what true biblical 
worship is all about. Worship that God cannot only accept but 
also take pleasure in. To understand that God takes pleasure 
in my worship is something I have yet to get over. He delights 
in my coming into His presence to worship and adore Him.

My crusade aims to address today’s Church concerning au-
thentic worship. Too often we allow the world to define what 
worship is and how we should worship God rather than focus-
ing on what Scripture says about worship.

There are passages in Scripture that talk about the worship 
that has gone afoul today. The roots of false worship can be seen 
throughout the Bible and have affected authentic worship even 
today. Jesus’ words in the seventh chapter of Matthew—“I never 
knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!”—
reveal the most damaging of experiences for someone. There-
fore, I want to avoid ending up in that terrible position. It’s not 
just what I do that matters; my relationship with God affects 
everything I do.

The trouble of false worship begins with God’s rejection of 
Cain’s worship. In the whole of Scripture, we also have Samari-
tan worship, Baal worship, and pagan worship, to name a few. 
These have become a problem in the Church today because, for 
the most part, Christians do not fully understand the biblical 
aspect of worship. Too often they have allowed the world to 
define their worship.

All kinds of worship down through the years have infected 
the Church. Hence I use the word authentic because there is 
much false worship practiced all over the world. Some people 
believe that if they just worship, they are okay. It doesn’t matter 

_Tozer_AuthenticWorship_LH_sa.indd   12_Tozer_AuthenticWorship_LH_sa.indd   12 12/5/22   8:15 AM12/5/22   8:15 AM



My Quiet Crusade for Authentic Worship

13

so much what they worship or how they worship, so long as 
they do it in a way that satisfies their souls and eases their con-
sciences. A brief time, then, spent in worship enables them to 
go back to their normal lives the rest of the week.

My crusade, however, is to stir up authentic Christians by 
getting them to the point of dissatisfaction regarding their wor-
ship. I know that doesn’t sound very nice, and what most people 
want to hear today is positive reinforcement of what they’re 
already doing. “So long as I worship with good intentions, I’m 
okay,” says the modern Church. Yet this mindset carries with 
it eternal consequences.

The worship I want to focus on here is that worship which 
pleases God and meets His expectations. I need to know God in 
the most intimate way possible to accomplish this. It’s an ongo-
ing discipline meant to be experienced every day of our lives. 
In fact, it should be an obsession of the authentic Christian.

Comparing Cain’s worship with Abel’s worship shows 
the contrasting difference between the two. Although these 
two brothers looked a lot alike on the outside—we probably 
wouldn’t have noticed much difference between them—their 
worship, on the other hand, was completely the opposite of 
each other.

Cain’s worship pleased Cain and the people around him, 
whereas Abel’s worship was not a popular kind of worship. 
There was blood involved in his worship, but there also was 
pleasure involved, and God accepted it because it pleased Him.

If through this book I can rouse believers to reevaluate their 
worship and get on the right spiritual track in this regard, I will 
have accomplished my purpose. We often want to write some-
thing that will please people and make them feel good about 
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themselves. But I’m afraid I will be writing things that will cre-
ate a little bit of discontent among certain people. Here is my 
rationale: If I can create some discomfort and dissatisfaction 
in somebody’s heart and life, it could spur them to go forward 
and discover the truth.

I have learned throughout my life that you can’t simply pre
sent truth; you must stir up the heart and make that heart 
hungry for truth. I want your heart to be so hungry for worship 
that nothing else matters.

When I say I am on a “quiet crusade,” I am referring to the 
fact that this is not a popular subject I’m dealing with, and 
therefore I cannot shout and so call attention to it. Instead, 
I must address those things that are apt to bring discomfort 
to the hearts of people trying to follow God and perhaps get 
them to evaluate their worship. In this way, I stand pretty much 
alone.

I understand that this is not going to be popular. I under-
stand that worship today is popular, but not the worship of 
Abel. Nothing about the worship I’m advocating attracts people 
like Cain’s worship would.

I selected Matthew 7:22–23 for this chapter because of the 
significance of God knowing me, which is what worship is all 
about. “Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare 
to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!’”

Many people are not doing good in our world today, even 
those who believe they are in the Christian club. Like Cain, they 
are doing things that please them. The work they do is what 
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pleases them and lifts them above the people around them. 
They have risen to a certain level of celebrity.

Along with this, their worship is that which pleases them, 
and they take pride in it. Whatever doesn’t please them is im-
mediately edited from their schedule.

I want to show that my worship is not designed to please 
me. My worship is not convenient when I present it to the Lord, 
just like Abel’s sacrifice was bloody and not very pleasant. I 
am not trying to please myself, but please God in my worship. 
Therefore, I need to bring to God that which pleases Him, and 
to do that, I need to seek to understand God and His character. 
And as my understanding of God grows and develops, so then 
will my worship.

That is the great challenge with authentic worship. Anybody 
can worship anything, but if the worship doesn’t rise to the 
level of pleasing God, it is not authentic.

What stands out most to me is the phrase, “I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” So they 
went through the motions of serving God all their lives, but 
the bottom line was that God never knew them. How tragic to 
work your entire life doing things that you think will influence 
God in your direction, only to find out that He did not accept 
anything in your worship.

God cannot accept my worship unless it meets His standards, 
and His standards have nothing to do with my ability or under-
standing. Rather, I must come to worship God by His terms, 
and in the way that pleases Him, not me.

Looking at the Old Testament style of worship, we find that 
God dictated their worship of Him. Of course, through the 
years, under the Pharisees’ leadership, Israel drifted away from 
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the focal point of their worship until the time when Jesus came, 
and then their worship rejected Him.

If I could use a very simple illustration here, I would use 
counterfeit money. The danger of counterfeit money is that it 
looks like the real thing. Most people aren’t able to tell whether 
it’s counterfeit or real, and yet the counterfeit money is worth 
nothing.

Likewise, if we’re involved in counterfeit worship, it is worth 
nothing insofar as God is concerned. The counterfeit may please 
some people, but it won’t please the one or ones who know the 
difference between the counterfeit and the real or authentic.

Also, true worship has nothing to do with rituals. The 
apostle Paul said it so well: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, 
there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). It is that 
oneness from which our worship flows.

Nor is true worship a denominational thing, though we tend 
to make it so. Denominations have so messed up the basic wor-
ship of God, that it must grieve God beyond measure. The 
problem with denominations is that too often they eventually 
become ruled by Pharisees.

What would happen in our world today if we set aside all 
denominational concerns among churches and instead adopted 
the biblical standard for worship and praising God? If that 
indeed took place, I believe there would be a wonderful move 
of God among worshipers, and because of that move of God, 
many would come to Christ. As Paul said, “For you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.”

The authentic worship of God should be the primary focus 
of my life as a follower of Christ. What it takes for me to get 
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into that position is exactly what I’m willing to do. What I 
must give up to get into that position I will gladly give up for 
the glory of God. Authentic worship will cost me everything, 
but I give testimony that it is well worth the cost.

O God, I pray that You will purify my efforts to worship 

You. May this be the most important thing in my life 

today. May my worship be so authentic that it flows in 

every aspect of my life. May I be swept up in Your pres-

ence. In Jesus’ name, amen.

O WORSHIP THE KINGO WORSHIP THE KING

O worship the King, all-glorious above,

O gratefully sing his power and his love:

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,

pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

O tell of his might and sing of his grace,

whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,

and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

Robert Grant
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