
The 2021 Kentucky Derby will air on May 1 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. ET on NBCSN and from 2:30 to 
7:30 p.m. ET on NBC. Coverage is also available to stream live on NBCSports.com and on the NBC 
Sports app.

Here are some links about the big event, including information on how you can throw your own 
Kentucky Derby party!

• www.kentuckyderby.com
• twitter.com/kentuckyderby
• www.facebook.com/KentuckyDerby
• www.instagram.com/kentuckyderby/
• www.parents.com/fun/parties/ideas/how-to-throw-a-kid-friendly-kentucky-derby-party
• www.thespruce.com/kentucky-derby-party-for-kids-2104314
• www.derbymuseum.org
• www.godolphinkids.com
• churchilldowns.io-media.com/web/index.html
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Authentic and jockey John Velazquez win the 2020 Kentucky Derby

Bob Baffert is a racehorse trainer who has trained 
six Kentucky Derby winners, the most recent of 
which is Authentic, who brought home the roses in 
2020.

In 1970 Diane 
Crump was the first 

female jockey to 
ride a horse in the 

Kentucky Derby. 
While she did not 

win the Derby, she 
did win the first race 

on the undercard 
that day



California Chrome won the Kentucky Derby in 2014. He was such 
a popular horse that he had legions of fans called “Chromies.” He 
was a two-time Horse of the Year in 2014 and 2016, and the richest 
Kentucky Derby winner in history, won seven Grade 1 races—the 
Kentucky Derby (G1), Preakness S. (G1), Pacific Classic (G1), 
Dubai World Cup (G1), Santa Anita Derby (G1), Awesome Again 
S. (G1), and Hollywood Derby (G1) and retired with earnings of 
$14,752,650. In 2019 he was purchased by the JS Company LTD. of 
Japan (yes, they race horses in Japan, too). Learn more about this 
legendary horse by visiting www.taylormadestallions.com/topics/
california-chrome.html.

Six women have ridden horses in the Kentucky Derby. They 
include: Diane Crump, Patti Cooksey, Andrea Seefeldt, Julie 
Krone, Rosemary Homeister and Rosie Napravnik. Napravnik, 
pictured above, was one of the US’s elite top-10 riders, at one 
point being fifth in the prize money league and so, by exten-
sion, one of the world’s finest jockeys too. Her 5th place finish 
in the Kentucky Derby, aboard Mylute in 2012, is the highest 
placing finish of the six female jockeys who have ridden the 
race. 

Napravnik is now retired from racing, but she is still very much 
involved in the equine industry, owning a farm in Kentucky 
where she trains and sells OTTB’s (off-the-track Thorough-
breds). At her farm, which is just down the road from the 
Kentucky Horse Park, Rosie prepares her OTTB’s for careers in 
Eventing, Dressage, Hunters, Jumpers, and Fox Hunting. Learn 
more by going to www.rosieofftrack.com.

Pictured left is 
singer, actress, 
designer Jessica 
Simpson, at the 
Kentucky Derby.

Mary Hirsch, daughter of famed horseman Max Hirsch, be-
came the Derby’s first female trainer in 1937. That came five 
years after she was initially turned down for a New York license. 
Mary is pictured above, with her father, Hall of Fame trainer, 
Max Hirsch.



Fashion icon Kim Kardashian is pic-
tured here, arriving at the Kentucky 
Derby. Kim also owns Friesian horses, 
and her daughter, North, recently re-
ceived a Friesian horse for her birthday.

Country music singer and songwrit-
er Miranda Lambert is shown above 
at the Kentucky Derby. Miranda also 
owns Gypsy Vanner horses, and has 
even won major prizes with them at top 
shows. Learn more about Miranda and 
her horses on her Instagram account at 
instagram.com/mirandalambert and at 
her Idyllwind fashion brand Instagram 
account at instagram.com/idyllwind

Supermodel Kate Upton, pictured above in attendence at the Kentucky Derby, is a true horse 
lover. Kate grew up riding horses and in 2020 she was a celebrity ambassador for the 2020 
Breeders’ Cup World Championships. Kate currently owns and rides American Paint Hors-
es. and her daughter, Vivi, looks like she will also be an equestrian. Kate’s older sister, Laura 
Upton, also rides and even still shows on the APHA circuit in the amateur events

In 1992 the beautiful bay horse, Casual Lies, who was owned and trained by Ms. Shelley 
Riley, came in 2nd at the Kentucky Derby.

Football legend 
Tom Brady 
is seen here 

having a grand 
ol’ time at the 

Kentucky Derby

The Kentucky Derby 
is also known as 
“The Run for 
the Roses.”



Kentucky Derby Recipes

The Virgin Mint Julep
This Virgin Mint Julep is a thirst-quenching, ice cold, fizzy 
drink! This is the perfect drink to make for the Kentucky Derby 
because it’s kid-friendly, and LOVED by adults too.

Ingredients

• Water
• Granulated sugar
• Ginger Ale
• Fresh mint leaves

Directions

Make the mint syrup. Bring the water, sugar, and min leaves 
to a boil over medium high heat, stirring frequently. The sugar 
should be completely dissolved.

Let the sugar syrup cool. You can speed up this process by plac-
ing the syrup in the refrigerator.

Assemble the drinks. Fill cups with crushed ice and pour 1/2 
cup of Ginger Ale into each glass, 1/4 cup of the mint simple 
syrup, then stir. Top the drinks with a sprig of fresh mint and 
serve!

Food and Beverages are a big part of the Kentucky Derby tradition. Make sure your party is stocked to serve mint juleps. We’ve also 
included some delicious food recipes, below.

Bacon & Brown Sugar Popcorn
Ingredients
• 5 quarts plain popped corn (freshly air-popped recom-

mended.)
• 1/2-1 lb thick cut bacon, chopped, fried to just about crispy and well drained
• 1 cup butter
• 2 cups brown sugar
• 1/2 cup light corn syrup or 1/2 cup maple syrup
• 1 teaspoon sea salt
• 1/2 teaspoon baking soda

Preparation

Preheat your oven to 250º.

Melt 1 cup of butter over medium heat. Mix in brown sugar, corn syrup and sea 
salt and then stir until boiling at the edges. Lower the heat slightly and let boil 
until the caramel is 250º. Remove from heat and add the baking soda. Once fully 
incorporated, stir in the bacon.

Divide the popcorn into two very lightly greased roasting pans and coat with the 
caramel. Mix well and then put the popcorn into the preheated oven for about 45 
minutes to an hour, mixing every 10-15 minutes so the kernels of popped corn is 
coated in bacon coating.

Once done, pour onto either parchment paper or wax paper to cool and break 
into pieces.

Mint Juleps 

Bacon & Brown 
Sugar Popcorn



Buy Part of a Racehorse
Prices start at around $45 a share.
Get more information at bit.ly/myracehorse2021

Ingredients For Blackberry Cobbler
• 1 pound of fresh blackberries
• 1 cup of granulated sugar
• 1 cup of water
• 1/4 tbsp corn starch
• 1/4 cup of water
• 1/4 cup of water

Preparation of Blackberry Cobbler

In a medium sized sauce pot combine water, 
sugar, and blackberries and cook until black-
berries start to break down and syrup becomes 
sweet.  In a small bowl mix, corn starch and 
water to make a slurry to thicken the cobbler 
filling.  Add slurry to the blackberry mixture 
and cook until thickened.  Place cobbler filling 
in a cast iron skillet.

Ingredients For Lemon-Rosemary Biscuit Topping
• 2 cups of flour
• 4 tsp baking powder
• 1/4 tsp baking soda
• 3/4 tsp kosher salt
• 1/4 tsp each of lemon zest and fresh rose-

mary 
• 2 tbsp of butter
• 2 tbsp of shortening
• 3/4 cup of chilled buttermilk

Preparation of Lemon-Rosemary Biscuit Topping

In a large mixing bowl, combine flour, baking 
powder, baking soda, lemon zest, rosemary, and 
salt.  Suing your fingertips, rub butter and short-
ening into dry ingredients until mixture looks 
like crumbs. (The faster the better, you want 
the fats to melt)  Make a well in the center and 
pour in the chilled buttermilk.  Stir just until 
the dough comes together.  The dough will be 
slightly sticky.  Top your cobbler and bake until 
golden brown, usually 13-15 mintues.

Blueberry Cobbler
This amazing desert is served at the Kentucky 
Derby by Churchill Downs Executive Chef 
David Danielson.

Blueberry Cobbler

Southern Style Pimento Mac and Cheese
By Churchill Downs Executive Chef David Danielson

Ingredients

• 6 tbsp of butter, cut into cubes
• 6 tbsp all-purpose flour
• 6 oz heavy cream
• 1 pound elbow macaroni
• 16 oz shredded sharp cheddar cheese
• 1/4 cup finely diced onion
• 7 oz jar of diced pimiento, drained
• 2 tbsp fresh lemon juice
• 1 tsp favorite hot sauce
• 1/2 tsp ground black pepper
• 1 ½ cup chopped pretzels
• 2 tsp olive oil

Preparation

Cook macaroni in salted water until ten-
der. Toss cooked pasta with olive oil and 
place on baking pan, store in cooler until 
needed. In small sauce pan melt butter and 
add flour to make a roux. Add cream and 
bring to a simmer. Fold in cheddar cheese, 
onion, lemon juice, pimientos, hot sauce, 
and black pepper. Add cooked pasta to cheese 
sauce. Top with chopped pretzels and serve.

Pimento Mac & Cheese

The 2021 Kentucky 
Derby Leaderboard
Learn more about the 
horses that are headed 
to the 2021 Kentucky 
Derby, including 
details on who are the 
favorites: kentuckyderby.com/horses.



On a warm, sunny, Monday afternoon, May 17, 1875, fifteen three-year old Thoroughbred 

racehorses went to the post to compete in the first Kentucky Derby. About 10,000 fans were on 

hand to see H.P. McGrath’s colt Aristides set the pace and fight off all challengers to win. He was 

ridden to victory by jockey Oliver Lewis, one of thirteen African American jockeys to compete 

in the race. Since then, the Kentucky Derby has been held every year at Louisville’s Churchill 

Downs Racetrack, making it the longest continuous held sporting event in the United States.

The race was developed by a group called the Louisville Jockey Club, led by Meriwether Lewis 

Clark, Jr., grandson of the famous explorer William Clark of Lewis and Clark. Clark traveled to 

Europe, studying Thoroughbred racing business practices, and upon returning to Kentucky, led 

the Louisville Jockey Club in the building of a racetrack south of the city on property owned by 

Clark’s uncles, John and Henry Churchill. The track was not called Churchill Downs Racetrack 

until at least 1883, and not officially the name of the track until 1928. Clark patterned the 

Kentucky Derby after England’s Epsom Derby, a race for 3-year old Thoroughbreds at a distance 

of one mile and a half. The Derby distance was shortened to one mile and a quarter in 1896 and 

remains that distance today.

After initial success, the track suffered financial hardship, and by 1894, the Louisville Jockey 

Club teetered towards bankruptcy. A new group bought the property, calling themselves the 

New Louisville Jockey Club. They made many changes to the track, the most striking being a 

new grandstand featuring two large “twin spires.” Despite the changes, this new group failed to 

generate a profit, and in 1902, a new group of investors led by Louisville tailor Matt Winn took 

over the struggling track.

It was Winn who turned the Kentucky Derby into what it is today. He tirelessly promoted the 

Derby as a celebration of pre-Civil War antebellum culture and the race became a symbol of this 

romantic and largely fanciful ideal. Traditions such as the wearing of hats, garlands of roses, 

mint juleps, burgoo, and many other traditions were established. Winn also enticed celebrities to 

attend the Derby, such as Babe Ruth and Ginger Rogers, adding a dimension of glamor and glitz 

to Derby Day.
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Several legendary horses put the Derby in the racing spotlight as well. In 1913, a long-shot 
named Donerail shocked the crowd by winning at odds of 91-1, still the highest odds of any 
Derby winner. Two years later in 1915, a filly (female horse) named Regret beat the colts, 
becoming the first of three fillies to win the Derby. Then, in 1919, Sir Barton won the Derby – 
then won the Preakness in Baltimore and the Belmont in New York to become the first Triple 
Crown champion.

The Kentucky Derby continued to enjoy momentum in the 1930s and 1940s as seven horses 
won the Triple Crown, including Kentucky’s Calumet Farm, which won twice with Whirlaway 
(1941) and Citation (1948). Radio and television grew Derby audiences further, painting a 
picture of old south romanticism and exciting Thoroughbred racing.

Perhaps the greatest performance by a Thoroughbred in the Derby was that of Secretariat 
in 1973. “Big Red”, as he was known by his fans, set the track record that stands to this day, 
running the race in 1:59.40. Back to back Triple Crown winners Seattle Slew (1977) and 
Affirmed (1978) kept the Kentucky Derby in the national spotlight, despite the diminishing 
popularity of Thoroughbred racing as a whole.

2015 proved to be a banner year for the Kentucky Derby as the 141st running attracted the 
largest crowd in the history of the race. 170,500 people packed the historic facility to witness 
eventual Triple Crown winner American Pharoah win the race. 

2019 brought another rainy first Saturday in May for the 145th running of the Kentucky Derby, 
bringing in a crowd of 150,729. Maximum Security, who crossed the finish line first on a 
sloppy track became the first horse in the history of the Kentucky Derby to be disqualified 
for interference, resulting in runner-up Country House being named the winner. Country 
House, at odds of 65-1, became the second longest shot to ever win the Kentucky Derby, just 
behind 1913 winner Donerail (odds of 91-1). Country House continues Kentucky’s dominance 
as the “racehorse capitol of the world” – being the 111th of 145 Kentucky Derby winning 
Thoroughbreds bred in Kentucky. 

The Thoroughbred industry in Kentucky is one of the leading economic industries in the state, 
generating $3.1 billion in revenue. The Kentucky Derby itself is also a great economic event for 
Kentucky, with around $160 million spent in Louisville Derby weekend.
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Frequently Asked Questions about the Kentucky Derby

How are horses entered in the Kentucky Derby?

What are the Kentucky Derby records?

To learn about more fun facts about the Kentucky Derby, visit https://www.kentuckyderby.com/media/reference

The entry fee for the Kentucky Derby is $25,000, and there is another $25,000 fee if the horse 

enters the starting gate. Since the mid-1970s, no more than 20 Thoroughbreds may run in the 

Derby. Churchill Downs Racetrack currently guarantees a purse of $2 million, with the winner 

receiving at least $1.24 million. The owner also receives the gold Derby Trophy, which is the 

only gold trophy presented in major American sports. Owners must nominate their horses to 

be eligible for the Derby by paying a nomination fee of $600 per horse during the early period 

(usually through late January), $6,000 during the late period (usually through late March) or a 

“last minute” supplemental fee of $200,000. Trainers prepare the horses for the Kentucky Derby 

by running them in various races around the country during the late winter and spring. These 

races are referred to as “prep” races and points are awarded based on top four finishes, with the 

top 20 horses earning the opportunity to compete in the upcoming Kentucky Derby. 

• The fastest Kentucky Derby was run by Secretariat in 1973 (1:59.40).

• The slowest winning time was run by Kingman in 1891 (2:52.25 for the mile and a half).

• There have been three fillies to win the Kentucky Derby: Regret in 1915, Genuine Risk in 

1980 and Winning Colors in 1988.

• Thirteen Derby winners went on to win the Preakness Stakes in Maryland and the Belmont 

Stakes in New York, capturing the Triple Crown.

• The last Triple Crown winner was Justify in 2018.

• The largest crowd to ever assemble on Derby Day was in 2015, when 170,513 jammed 

Churchill Downs Racetrack to watch the 141st running.

• Justify, winner of Kentucky Derby 144, is the first in 136 years to win the Kentucky Derby 

after not having raced as a two-year-old. The last horse that accomplished this was Apollo in 

1882. Justify also went on to win the Triple Crown.



HORSE-RELATED FICTION - JUVENILE BOOKS:

National Velvet by Enid Bagnold
Stealing Thunder by Mary Casanova
Little Freddie at the Kentucky Derby by Kathryn 
Cocquyt
Black Stallion by Walter Farley
Beware the Mare by Jessie Haas
King of the Wind by Marguerite Henry
Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry
The Horse and His Boy by C.S. Lewis
Kentucky Derby Champion by Mildred Mastin Pace
Lucky Lady by Susan Saunders
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell
Gib Rides Home by Zilpha Snyder
A Horse to Love by Nancy Springer
The Red Pony by John Steinbeck

HORSE-RELATED SHORT STORIES:

Classic Horse & Pony Stories: The World’s Best 
Horse and Pony Stories in Their Real-Life Settings 
by Diana Pullein-Thompson
A Horse for All Seasons: Collected Stories by 
Sheila Kelly Welch

HORSE-RELATED BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE:

Smoky the Cowhorse by Will James

Horse/Horse-related

READING

HORSE-RELATED BOOKS - EASY READERS:

A Horse Called Starfire by Betty Boegehold
Barney’s Horse by Syd Hoff
The Horse in Harry’s Room by Syd Hoff
Thunderhoof by Syd Hoff

HORSE-RELATED PICTURE BOOKS:

The Thunderherd by Kathi Appelt
Goodnight Horsey by Frank Asch
Fritz and the Beautiful Horses by Jan Brett
Old Thunder and Miss Raney by Sharon Darrow
The Legend of Old Befana by Tomie De Paola
The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses by Paul Goble
On My Horse by Eloise Greenfield
Bronco Busters by Alison Cragin Herzig
Horsefly by Alice Hoffman
Black Cowboy, Wild Horses by Julius Lester
Chicken Chuck by Bill Martin
Chestnut by Constance by W. McGeorge
Cowardly Clyde by Pill Peet
Run with the Wind by Caroline Pitcher
Mrs. Mack by Patricia Polacco
All the Pretty Little Horses by Linda Saport (Illus.)
Horse in the Pigpen by Linda Williams



HORSE-RELATED NONFICTION BOOKS

Riding for Beginners by Sibylle Binder
Horse by Juliet Clutton-Brock
World According to Horses by Stephan Budiansky
Riding Silver Star by Joanna Cole
The Young Equestrian by Caroline Davis
A Horse Named Seabiscuit by Cathy East Dubowski
Horseback Riding by Jeremy Evans
I am a Rider by Jane Feldman
Horses! by Gail Gibbons
The Young Rider by Lucinda Green
Horse and Pony Shows and Events by Carolyn Henderson
Improve Your Riding Skills by Carolyn Henderson
Album of Horses by Marguerite Henry
Cherry Hill’s Horse Care for Kids by Cherry Hill
Horseback Riding in Action by Bobbie Kalman
Life on the Ranch by Bobbie Kalman
Horse Breeds of the World by Brent P. Kelley
Horse Care and Health by Brent P. Kelley
The True-or-False Book of Horses by Patricia Lauber
Working with Animals by Barbara Lee
Hoofbeats: The Story of a Thoroughbred by Cynthia McFarland
My Horse of the North by Bruce McMillan
Horses by Dorothy Hinshaw Patent
First Riding Lessons by Sandy Ransford
Horse and Pony Breeds by Sandy Ransford

Horse and Pony Care by Sandy Ransford
The Random House Book of Horses and Horse-
manship by Paula Rodenas
Wild Horses by Glen Rounds
Wild Horses I Have Known by Hope Ryden
Riding School by Catherine Saunders
Julie Krone, Unstoppable Jockey by Jeff Savage
Seabiscuit VS War Admiral by Kat Shehata
Perfect Timing by Patsi Trollinger

Horse/Horse-related

READING



BACKSIDE: area away from the grandstand side of the 
track, usually where the stables are located. It often in-
cludes sleeping rooms, a kitchen and recreation areas for 
stable employees.

BIT: a bar that goes in the horse’s mouth that allows the 
jockey or rider to have control over the horse, usually made 
of stainless steel, rubber or aluminum.

BLINKERS: a cup-shaped piece of equipment that limits 
the horse’s vision, especially to the sides. It fits over the 
horse’s head.

BRIDLE: a piece of equipment that fits on a horse’s head, 
the bit and the reins are attached.

COLORS: a Thoroughbred is one of these colors (it may also 
have white markings): bay (yellow-tan to a bright auburn, 
with black mane, tail and lower portion of the legs); black; 
chestnut (red-yellow to golden-yellow); dark bay or brown 
(brown with areas of tan to a dark brown, with black mane, 
tail and lower parts of the legs); gray (mix of black and white 
hairs); roan (mix of red and white or brown and white hairs; 
or white (all hairs are white, very rare, but not albino).

COLT: male horse under the age of five.

DAM: the female parent of a foal.

DEAD HEAT: the name for a tie in a horse race.

DERBY: a stakes race for three-year-old colts, fillies or 
geldings; the Kentucky Derby for example.

EXERCISE RIDER: the person who rides the horse during 
the morning workouts.

FARRIER: the person who puts horseshoes on the horse 
and trims the hooves.

FILLY: female horse under the age of five.

FOAL: a horse in its first year of life.

FURLONG: an eighth of a mile on the racetrack.

GAIT: the four natural ways a horse moves: walk, trot, 
canter and gallop.

GELDING: a male horse of any age that has been neutered 
(not able to reproduce).

GRANDSTAND: area of the racetrack where people sit to 
watch the races.

GROOM: the person who cares for a horse in a stable; or, 
to clean and brush a horse.

HALTER: like a bridle, but without a bit attached; used to 
lead the horse around.

HAND: the unit of measure for the height of a horse; a 
hand is four inches.

HORSE: a male stallion over the age of five.

HOOF: the name for the horse’s foot.

Kentucky Derby
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HOT WALKER: person who walks the horse until it is cooled 
off after its morning workout.

JOCKEY: the person who rides the horse during a race.

LEAD SHANK: a rope or strap attached to the halter or 
bridle by which a horse is led.

MARE: a female horse over the age of five.

MORNING WORKOUTS: training time for horses to practice 
being around and running on the race track, usually done 
early in the morning.

NOMINATION: a payment that is made to the racetrack by 
the owner of a horse to make a horse eligible to be entered 
in a stakes race; also called a “subscription”.

OAKS: a stakes race for three-year-old fillies; the Kentucky 
Oaks for example.

PADDOCK: area of the racetrack where the horses are sad-
dled before the race; where the jockey mounts the horse.

POST POSITION: the place in the starting gate from which 
a horse starts the race.

PURSE: the total money that can be won in a race.

REINS: long straps that are connected to the bit, allowing 
the jockey to control the horse.

SCHOOLING: introducing young horses to the race track, 
starting gate and paddock area; teaching them how to be-
have there, normally done during the morning workouts.

SHADOW ROLL: a piece of equipment worn on the nose 
that prevents the horse from seeing shadows or anything 
else on the race surface that might distract it from racing.

SILKS: the jacket and cap worn by a jockey in a race, they 
indicate who owns the horse.

SIRE: the male parent of a horse.

STAKES: a category of race where the purse is partially 
made up from nomination and entry fees paid by the owners 
of the starting horses; the highest level of race.

STALLION: a male horse used for breeding.

STEWARDS: the name for the judges at the racetrack, 
there are usually three.

STIRRUPS: metal D-shaped rings that hang from the sad-
dle, into which a jockey or rider places his or her feet.

STRIDE: the distance of ground covered by the horse during 
one complete cycle of steps.

TACK: the rider’s racing equipment. The tack room is where 
the equipment is kept.

THOROUGHBRED: a breed of horse created in England in 
the early to mid-1700s, the only one bred solely for speed.

TRACK CONDITION: what the racing surface is like be-
cause of weather: fast, slow, sloppy, muddy, heavy, or frozen. 
Horses will often run differently depending on the track 
condition.

TRAINER: the person who is responsible for preparing the 
horse to run the best that it can, he or she plans what the 
horse will do each day in the morning workouts.

TRIPLE CROWN: a series of three races for three year old 
colts and fillies: the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness Stakes 
and the Belmont Stakes; run each year during May and June.

TURF: a racetrack that is grass instead of dirt or sand. 
Some horses run better on turf.

YEARLING: a horse in its second calendar year (all Thor-
oughbreds turn a year older on January 1).






































 



Go to www.lalahorse.com/kyderby to download the answer sheet (Kentucky Derby Scavenger Hunt Answer Key (PDF)) for this page.
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This activity is generally good for students in grades 4 to 8.

 
 

1. The race was first held in 1875.  How many times has the race been run? 
 
           
 
2. The average winning race time is just over 2 minutes.  What fraction of an hour is 2 minutes? 
 
 
 
3. The race is 1

1
2 miles long.  Write this mixed number as a decimal. 

 
 

 
4. Using the information from #2 and #3 above, calculate the horses’ speed in miles per hour.  
 
 
 
 
5. There are 20 horses in the Kentucky Derby.  Without considering the speed or experience of each 

horse, what is the probability of choosing the winning horse?  State your answer in the form of a 
fraction and in the form of a percent. 

 
 
 

6. Divide the track into 
1
2’s , 14 ’s , 

1
8’s , and 

1
16’s . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky Derby is a horse race held 
annually in Louisville, Kentucky at 
Churchill Downs.  The race is known as 
“The Most Exciting Two Minutes in 
Sports.”   
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7. Use the model of horses and jockeys below to write at least 2 ratios. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8. If a horse wins the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness, and the Belmont, it’s 
called winning the Triple Crown.  This accomplishment is so rare that it 
has only happened in approximately 12% of the years since it first 
occurred.  Use the 10 x 10 grid to model 12% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. It’s a tradition to wear fancy, wide-brimmed hats at the Derby.  If the 

diameter of this hat is 15 inches, what is the circumference of the hat? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Use the table to find the mean, median, mode, and range of 
the number of horses who have finished the race in each of the 
10 years listed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Number of Horses that 
Finished 

2003 16 
2004 15 
2005 20 
2006 20 
2007 20 
2008 20 
2009 19 
2010 20 
2011 19 
2012 19 
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1. The race was first held in 1875.  How many times has the race been run? 
Answers will vary by year, but in 2021, the answer is 146 if you answer this before the race, 
and 147 if you answer this after the race.  (Remember to count the 1875 race!) 

           
 
2. The average winning race time is just over 2 minutes.  What fraction of an hour is 2 minutes? 
 
              2 out of 60 = 1/30 
 
3. The race is 1

1
2 miles long.  Write this mixed number as a decimal. 

 
1.5 

 
4. Using the information from #2 and #3 above, calculate the horses’ speed in miles per hour.  
 

45 mph 
 
5. There are 20 horses in the Kentucky Derby.  Without considering the speed or experience of each 

horse, what is the probability of choosing the winning horse?  State your answer in the form of a 
fraction and in the form of a percent. 

 
1/20 = 5% 

 

6. Divide the track into 
1
2’s , 14 ’s , 

1
8’s , and 

1
16’s . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Kentucky Derby is a horse race held 
annually in Louisville, Kentucky at 
Churchill Downs.  The race is known as 
“The Most Exciting Two Minutes in 
Sports.”   
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7. Use the model of horses and jockeys below to write at least 2 ratios. 

 
 

 
Many possibilities:  4 jockeys to 10 horses, 4 horses with jockeys to 6 horses without jockeys, 6 
horses without jockeys to 10 total horses, etc. 
 
 
 

8. If a horse wins the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness, and the Belmont, it’s 
called winning the Triple Crown.  This accomplishment is so rare that it 
has only happened in approximately 12% of the years since it first 
occurred.  Use the 10 x 10 grid to model 12% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. It’s a tradition to wear fancy, wide-brimmed hats at the Derby.  If the 

diameter of this hat is 15 inches, what is the circumference of the hat? 
 
 

3.14 x 15 = 47.1 inches 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Use the table to find the mean, median, mode, and range of 
the number of horses who have finished the race in each of the 
10 years listed. 

 
Mean = 18.8 
Median = 19.5 
Mode = 20 
Range = 5 

 
 
 

Year Number of Horses that 
Finished 

2003 16 
2004 15 
2005 20 
2006 20 
2007 20 
2008 20 
2009 19 
2010 20 
2011 19 
2012 19 








