
FORTUNE TELLING TEACUP 

Soon after the introduction of tea drinking to this country, we can safely assume 
that so called “fortune telling” according to the size, shape, and position of tea leaves 
left in the empty teacup was invented. Much harmless amusement can by this means, 
be introduced to an otherwise dull tea party by any lady or for that matter, 
gentleman, who possesses a little imagination.  

This teacup contains a number of easily recognized “Signs and Omens.”  When a tea 
leaf falls on or near one of these signs, give your imagination full play.  

Endless amusement is caused by allowing different people, each to give their own 
version. A rough list of signs, omens and their meanings is given for the guidance of 
beginners, but this should be either memorized as soon as possible, or ignored 
altogether.  

No occult powers are claimed for this cup and saucer by the manufacturers, and it is 
sold to the public in the hope that it will amuse young and old alike and not be taken 
too seriously! 

 

“Many curious things I see 
When telling fortunes in your tea”   

  

 
  



No. 1.   HORSESHOE. The sign of good luck. 
True love will bless you all your life. There will be 
money coming to you through marriage. 

No. 2.  WEDDING RING.  Marriage in the near 
future promises great happiness to come. 

No. 3.  TRAIN.  Foretells a journey in the near 
future. Also signifies a marriage within twelve 
months. 

No. 4.  MONEY.  Happiness in love and joy in the 
home is predicted for you. You will receive a sum 
of money from an unexpected quarter. 

No. 5.  LETTER.  Good news is on its way to you. 
If it comes from abroad it is a warning not to be 
too secretive. If from home — good news and 
prosperity. 

No. 6.  CANNON.  Unlucky and denotes strife 
amongst those around you. 

No. 7.  WEDDING BELLS.  This of course 
denotes a wedding within twelve months. 

No. 8.  MEDICINE.  Illness is denoted here. You 
may be introduced to a medical student in the near 
future. 

No. 9.  BABIES.  You will hear of a new “arrival” 
very soon. 

No. 10.  QUESTION MARK.  Give vent to your 
own imagination. 

No. 11.  BELLOWS.  This means praise for your 
work. 

No. 12.  AEROPLANE.  Flight. Hasty news of a 
happy nature. 

No. 13.  KISSES.  This sign also allows you to give 
rein to a vivid imagination. 

No. 14.  TELEPHONE.  News will soon arrive of a 
stroke of exceptionally good luck. 

No. 15.  PIERCED HEARTS.  Romance! True 
love will be your cherished possession. 

No. 16.  SKULL.  News of a death will be received. 

No. 17.  BELISHA BEACON.  Beware of an 
accident. Take particular care in crossing the road. 

No. 18.  WINE GLASSES.  This denotes that you 
will attend a lot of parties and generally have a 
good time throughout the year. 

No. 19.  HOUSE.  You will shortly visit a new 
house. An enjoyable holiday is indicated. 

No. 20.  MOTOR CAR.  A journey by road in the 
near future. You will make a lifelong friend in 
connection with this. 

No. 21.  TOMBSTONES.  This is a bad omen. 
News of death of an intimate friend will be received 
this year. 

No. 22.  TRIANGLE.  Beware of the external 
triangle. Do not share your love or interfere with 
others. 

No. 23.  UMBRELLA.  Stormy times ahead for 
you. You are far too extravagant. 

No. 24.  GRAPES.  Riches and enjoyment ahead 
for you.  

No. 25.  AXE.  You will overcome all difficulties by 
your own special endeavors. 

No. 26.  SCALES.  You have an inherent sense of 
justice. Fair dealing is your greatest asset in life. 

No. 27.  FLOWERS.  You are extremely fond of 
outdoor life — the countryside — and babies. 

No. 28.  BOOK.  Ask advice of a staunch friend. 
You are of a quiet and studious disposition. 

No. 29.  BUTTERFLY.  Flattery will be yours. Do 
not allow this to overrule your natural kindly 
disposition. 

No. 30.  CANDLE.  That which you squander you 
will one day need. Take thought for the future. 

No. 31.  CARDS.  Do not gamble — you will lose. 
You are not naturally lucky at games of chance. 

No. 32.  CASTLES.  The “Castle of your Dreams” 
will come true. A great ambition will be realized. 

No. 33.  CLOCK.  Before three days are passed 
you will get a letter containing the news that will 
please you very much. 

No. 34.  COMET.  Beware, you are playing with 
fire. 

No. 35.  COMB.  You will have a quarrel with your 
espoused. A young girl will be the cause. 

No. 36.  DRUM.  You will hear disagreeable news.  
Do not heed this. News of great importance will be 
received within the next fortnight. 

No. 37.  EYE.  Look before you leap. You are far 
too impetuous. 

No. 38.  FISH.  Beware of Gossip. Do not confide 
in others, especially those who ask personal 
question.

 


