
	

	

as	recorded	by	RICK	HIRSCH’s	BIG	OL’	BAND

JAZZ	ENSEMBLE	INSTRUMENTATION	

5	Saxes	(2	altos,	2	tenors,	1	bari)	
4	Trumpets	

4	Trombones	(3	tenor,	1	bass)	
Guitar	
Piano	
Bass	
Drums	

Percussion	

Also	includes	Flute/Violin,	Clarinet,	Baritone	TC	(Tbn.	1),	French	Horn	(Tbn.1),	Vibraphone	

IMPROVISED	SOLOS:		Baritone	Sax,	Trombone,	Piano,	Alto	Saxophone	

DURATION:		4	minutes	

LEVEL:		Medium

Rudolph’s Mambo 
words	&	music	by	JOHNNY	MARKS	

arranged	by	RICK	HIRSCH
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PROGRAM	NOTES	

Spice	up	your	holiday	concert	with	Rudolph’s	Mambo,	a	
terrific	salsa-fication	of	Rudolph	the	Red-Nosed	Reindeer.		
It’s	written	in	the	classic	style	of	Spanish	Harlem’s	
original	mambo	kings:	Machito,	Mario	Bauzá,	and	
Tito	Puente.	You’ll	hear	authentic	Latin	jazz	
percussion	and	solos	from	several	band	members.	

Feliz	Navidad	and	all	that	jazz,	

Other	great	holiday	arrangements	by	Rick	Hirsch	
BB4018	Silent	Night	
BB4026	Chanukah	Joy	

Other	great	Latin	Jazz	charts	by	Rick	Hirsch	
BB4007	Free	Food?	
BB4030	Mambo	Over	the	Mountain	
BB4035	Tonight,	We	Tango	
BB4103	I’m	Free

REHEARSAL	&	PERFORMANCE	NOTES	

•Warm	and	full	at	the	beginning.	

•Beginning	at	measure	18,	make	sure	all	of	

the	rhythm	section	players	fit	their	parts	

together,	hand-in-glove.	If	needed,	begin	

with	the	drummer,	add	the	congas,	then	

the	bassist,	then	piano.	Or	any	other	

sequence.	

•Consecutive	8th	notes	are	played	legato,	

just	as	in	other	jazz	music.	This	will	help	the	

staccato	and	marcato	notes	pop	out.	

•Encourage	soloists	to	learn	and	internalize	

the	melody	to	Rudolph,	and	refer	to	it	in	

their	improvisations.	

•Watch	entrances	on	the	and-of-two.	Have	

students	sing	“shock-a-ta”	during	the	rests	

to	help	nail	the	entrances.	

•Suggested	listening:	Machito,	Mario	Bauzá,	

and	Tito	Puente.	

•Professional	Piano	&	Bass	parts	(slashes	&	

chords)	are	available	for	free.	Email	Hirsch.

RICK	HIRSCH	

Rick	Hirsch	is	a	composer,	arranger,	saxophonist,	and	educator	based	in	State	College,	PA.		After	earning	music	degrees	from	UMass-Amherst	and	
Northern	Illinois	Univ.,	he	apprenticed	with	Bob	Mintzer	and	Toshiko	Akiyoshi,	serving	each	as	a	personal	music	copyist.		Drop	Hirsch	a	line	if	you	have	any	
questions,	or	if	you’d	like	to	tell	him	about	a	performance.		And	be	sure	to	check	out	much	more	music	on	his	website.	

www.HirschMusic.comPR
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Rudolph's Mambo Music	&	Lyrics	by
JOHNNY	MARKS

arranged	by	RICK	HIRSCH

Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer copyright © 1949 St. Nicholas Music, Inc. (renewed).
This arrangement copyright © 2023 St. Nicholas Music, Inc.; All Rights Reserved.www.HirschMusic.comPR
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