commissioned by the PARK FOREST MIDDLE SCHOOL JAZZ BAND, Ronica Brownson—director

ark Forest

by RICK HIRSCH

TATION
Playable with reduced instr pets, 2 trombones and 3 rhythm

4 Trumpets
Trombones

Baritone TC 1 (Tbn. 1), French Horn (Tbn.1), Vibraphone
0 3 part included (sub. for Tenor 1)

PROVISED SOLOS: Trombone, Trumpet, Alto Saxophone
DURATION: 3-1/2 minutes
LEVEL: Easy

HIRSCHEZ, MUSIC



PROGRAM NOTES

Let’s get our spookies on! Dark Forest is a terrifying piece inspired by suspenseful movies
like the Blair Witch Project. Imagine yourself feeling your way through a dense forest at
night: At first, every sound and movement arouses fear. Eventually you adjust to the
surroundings and can let your shoulders down. Until... you hear something.

Dark Forest was commissioned by Ronica Brownson and the Park Forest Middle School
Jazz Band. Dark Forest is also the nickname of this school (Park Forest), which is
surrounded by trees and doesn’t seem to have many windows to the outside werld.

Enjoy,

Cier Hheson

REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE NOTES

o At the very beginning, the musicians should make spooky sounds: whooshing
wind, rustling leaves, snapping twigs, maybe even a distant wolf?
 Encourage them to be creative in finding the ways to make these sounds.
¢ Also, tell them to not playtheir.own sound continually, that way there’s
more of a shifting tapestry of sound as individuals come in and out.
e The rhythm section figure at the beginning is the thumping heartbeat.
« For fun, you can sing the opening saxophone melody with the lyric “This place
is creepy...1 do not like it... Don’t like it, don’t like it... DON’T LIKE IT.”
« For most of the chart, wind playersishould play all of their staccato notes like a
snare drum. Dufing measures 65-84 play staccato notes the ‘normal’ way.
« The trombones should exaggerate theirhairpins beginning at measure 27.
Trumpets should do the same thing at measure 33.
o Play the dips in measure 45 likea pitch-bend. Connect all four quarter notes.
« In measures 65-84 you're feeling good about things. Let it groove.
e Things turn scary again at measure 85.
o The easiest way toimake the tempo change at measure 88 is to have the
drummer handle it. A conductor will only confuse matters. Take a few minutes

RICK HIRSCH

Rick Hirsch is a composer, arranger, saxophonist, and educator based in State College, PA. After
earning music degrees from UMass-Amherst and Northern lllinois Univ., he apprenticed with Bob
Mintzerand Toshiko Akiyoshi, serving each as a personal music copyist. Drop Hirsch a line if you have
any questions, or if you’d like to tell him about a performance. And be sure to check out much more
music on his website.

www.HirschMusic.com
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