Commissioned by the BALD EAGLE AREA HS JAZZ ENSEMBLE, Scott Sheehan - Director

Soaring

by RICK HIRSCH (2005)

Guitar
Piano
Bass

o part provided
: Flugelhorn, Trombone, Sax. 1 (sop. or alto)
DURATION: 6:00 minutes

LEVEL: MEDIUM-ADVANCED

HIRSCHIVIUSIC.com

Good, jazzy music from Pennsylvania



PROGRAM NOTES REHEARSAL & PERFORMANCE NOTES

There's a bit of a storyline that goes along with Soaring. Soaring has a lengthier melodic narratiVe than most jazz

[ imagine it to go something like this: ensemble works written at this skill le Encourage your

musicians to take their tim
Soaring charts the course of a young eagle's first flight. At
first he remains in the nest, watching as the other young
fliers test their wings with apparent ease. Eventually, he
gets up the nerve (and a nudge from Ma Eagle) and takes
off. He starts out gliding cautiously and steadily. His self-
confidence increases and he enjoys a moment of triumph
before unexpectedly facing darkening skies and turbulent
winds. He struggles, but hangs with it, eventually
emerging into calmer skies in full soar: gallant, proud, and
a good bit relieved.

| wrote Soaring on commission for Scott Sheehan's jazz

band when he was teaching at Bald Eagle Area Hig
As in many of my works, the improvised solo sections are

intended to become “combo within the big band.” At
these points (m.50 and m.103), the rhythm section should
loosen up and play as if they were in a quartet, turning
their attention to the soloist(s).

Recommended listening: Maria Schneider's Evanescence

Enjoy! and Coming About; bassist Avishai Cohen's Colors.

~ Kk A
Rick Hirsch is an award-winning composer who apprenticed
with Bob Mintzer and Toshiko Akiyoshi.

CONTACT ME

Rick@HirschMusic.com
(814) 867-9935
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