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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST IMPACT REPORT
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According to UNICEF, there are 153 million orphans worldwide. This statistic weighs 
heavily on our hearts. We decided that our goal would be to not only create excellent 

candles, but to use those candles to help orphans around the world thrive. 
 

As a company, one of our core values is to "do things that matter”.  In 2010, we
partnered with Rice Bowls, a non-profit organization that provides the food budget for 

orphanages around the globe. From there, we launched our Light A Candle · Feed  A 
Child™  program. Each time you purchase a Bridgewater candle, we donate a portion 

of your purchase to Rice Bowls. This donation provides three locally sourced and 
delicious meals to an orphaned child overseas.

 
Our partnership with Rice Bowls provides a tangible and meaningful way for our 
customers, retailers and employees to understand exactly how they are making a 

di�erence. It connects the dots. 

When you buy a candle, you are not just purchasing a product. You are changing a life.
 

This report is a look back at the impact that you helped make in 2019 through the 
simple act of buying a candle. As we look forward, it’s our hope that, together, we can 

feed more kids one candle at a time. 
 



HOW WE GOT HEREHOW WE GOT HEREHOW WE GOT HERE
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Rice Bowls is founded after the
Caldwell family and several
other families give the seed
money to purchase the molds
used to produce the first Rice 
Bowl piggy bank. The piggy bank 
is used to raise money to fight 
hunger around the world. The 
Caldwell family's business 
provides the back-end operations 
(customer service, warehousing, 
shipping, etc.) for Rice Bowls free 
of charge.

The Caldwell family launches 
Bridgewater Candle Company.

Rice Bowls begins partnering 
directly with children’s homes, 
first in India and Sub-Saharan 
Africa, in response to the 
growing global orphan crisis.

Bridgewater launches the Light 
A Candle · Feed  A Child™ 
program, making a more
meaningful and concrete 
connection with Rice Bowls for 
the company and its customers. 
For every candle purchased, 
Bridgewater donates three meals 
to Rice Bowls.

Bridgewater launches its 
annual Brand Experience Trip, 
giving employees, retailers, and 
sales reps the opportunity to 
see the Rice Bowls and Light A 
Candle · Feed  A Child™ 
impact first hand.

Bridgewater reaches 5 million 
meals donated to Rice Bowls 
through Light A Candle · Feed 
A Child™.

Bridgewater will reach 10 
million meals...

444



555

ABOUT RICE BOWLS 
AND OUR GIVING

Started in 1980 in Spartanburg, SC, Rice Bowls is a non-profit 
organization that seeks to provide food for orphaned children around 
the world in developing countries. Rice Bowls has raised millions of 

dollars to alleviate world hunger. Since 2007, Rice Bowls has been on a 
mission to specifically partner with children’s homes around the world 

and provide 100 percent of the home’s food budget costs. 

On average, 75 percent of a children’s home’s budget is tied up in 
food costs. Covering an orphanage’s food costs allows orphanage 

directors to better focus on nurturing, protecting, instructing, and 
loving the children in their care. In many cases, securing 

consistent funding to cover the cost of food is essential for 
homes to continue operating. 

 
Our partnership with Rice Bowls was birthed out of a desire to clearly 
connect the dots for our employees between the work they do and the 

di�erence it makes.  We wanted to invest deeply in something that 
matters. So, we put a system in place to make it happen. For every jar 

candle purchased, Bridgewater donates 75¢ to Rice Bowls, which 
provides three meals to an orphaned child.  

 
To date, you have helped provide over 9 million meals to orphaned 
children overseas, and we are not planning to stop anytime soon.  

ONE CANDLE

PURCHASED

THREE MEALS

PROVIDED

DONATED TO

RICE BOWLS
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Rice Bowls knows that nutritious 
meals are important, especially for 
growing kids. But, nutrition looks 

di�erent from country to country. 
For example, rice is abundant in India, 
while avocados, beans and tortillas are 

main components of most meals in 
Honduras. Rice Bowls works with 

experts who understand the local food 
culture to help develop healthy meals 
for the homes in each country. Rice 

Bowls also conducts drop in visits 
periodically to ensure that the homes 

they support are cooking meals in 
accordance to established guidelines, 
the pantry is stocked, and the kids are 

eating well. 

A child cannot fully thrive when 
they are thinking about where 

their next meal will come from. 
The result of getting three good 

meals a day is a child who has 
energy to learn, play, and grow. 

In most cases, the food budget 
accounts for around 75% of a 

home's total budget. By providing 
the funds for food, Rice Bowls 
gives homes the opportunity to 
focus on other productive tasks 
that benefit the children in their 

care. 

Rather than purchasing in bulk and
sending food directly to the homes,

Rice Bowls sends a check
designated for food to the home.  This 
way, someone from the home is able 

to take the money and pour it into the 
local economy by getting meals from 
roadside markets and local farmers. 
Rice Bowls uses this model to help 

break the cycle of poverty in the areas 
surrounding the homes they support. 

MEALS
HAPPY KIDS

HOME 
PRODUCTIVITY

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT

MORE THAN JUST A MEAL
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MEALS PROVIDED
1,061,529 
MEALS PROVIDED

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND NINETEEN

Every candle provides three meals, and represents a child fed for one whole day. In 
2019, you helped provide more meals in a single year than ever before. Thank you 
for being a small part of something big!

888
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$265,382
INVESTED INTO LOCAL 
ECONOMIES AROUND 

THE WOLD 

59 
HOMES 
IMPACTED

We like to invest in 
things deeply for a long 
period of time in order to 
make a meaningful 
di�erence.
 - BOB CALDWELL, JR.
    (President of Bridgewater)

969
KIDS 
FED

IN 2019

1,061,529
MEALS

PROVIDED
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MEET THE KIDS
Rice Bowls works in 8 

di�erent countries, 
supporting nearly 1,800 kids 

in over 50 di�erent 
children’s homes. When you 
buy a candle, you impact the 

life of a child who has
 overcome so much. Thanks 

to you, each one of these 
kids now has an opportunity 
to thrive and reach their full 

potential. 
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MEET ROSY...

Rosy is one of the most a�ectionate, cheerful, fun-loving girls we know! Whenever 
we visit her at the home where she lives in India, she is quick to grab us by the hand 
and pull us into a game of tag. She loves to show o� her million dollar smile and is 
not shy about jumping in front of the camera.

 INDIA

AGE 11
FAVORITE FOODS

HOBBIES

DREAM

DRAWING

FISH FRY

ROSY WANTS TO BECOME A SOCIAL 
WORKER SO SHE CAN FEED ORPHANS, 
TAKE CARE OF WIDOWS, AND HELP 
STREET KIDS! 
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MEET KEVIN...

Kevin is easy-going. His positive personality shows through whenever we are around him. 
On our last trip to Honduras, he asked if we would watch a movie with him (Nacho 
Libre). The night was filled with fun, laughter, and lots of quotes from the movie. The 
highlight of the night was when Kevin somehow managed to find a giant pepperoni pizza 
and shared it with us and the other boys in his casita.

HONDURAS

AGE 11
FAVORITE FOODS

HOBBIES

DREAM

PIZZA

PLAYING SOCCER +  
LISTENING TO MUSIC

TO BECOME A TEACHER AND CHANGE 
THE WORLD AROUND HIM BY HELPING.
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MEET ROBERDE...

Roberde was living at Mercy Village Children’s Home in Haiti when Bridgewater began 
the Light a Candle · Feed a Child™ program and visited his home in 2011. At the time, 
he was 15 years old. Since then, Roberde has moved out of the home and is living on his 
own. 
 
Before coming to Mercy Village, Roberde was a child slave. Every day, he would do 
household chores that required demanding physical labor - things that no child should 
ever be expected to do. Because of this, he did not go to school and he did not get the 
nourishment he needed. He was deeply impoverished and had little hope for the future. 
 
Today, Roberde is 25 years old and is in school pursuing a career in electromechanical 
work. In his free time, he volunteers at a local school tutoring kids who need help with 
their studies. Whenever we visit Haiti, we still hang out with Roberde and enjoy his kind, 
gentle spirit and his willingness to help out. 
 
It was the good meals you helped provide, along with the loving support and guidance 
Roberde received as a kid at Mercy Village, that prepared him to thrive in his 
community as an adult.

HAITI



COUNTRIES IMPACTED
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ETHIOPIAHAITI

HONDURAS

NICARAGUA

PHILIPPINES

SOUTH AFRICA

ZAMBIA

1 home, 72 kids5 homes, 82 kids

3 homes, 162 kids
INDIA

36 homes, 1,185 kids

1 home, 22 kids

3 homes, 106 kids

8 homes, 48 kids

2 homes, 70 kids
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OVERVIEW OF TRAVEL

DAYS
TRAVELING 

COUNTRIES
VISITED

HOMES
VISITED

IN 2019,  WE TRAVELED TO 5 DIFFERENT 
COUNTRIES (HAITI ,  INDIA , HONDURAS, 
NICARAGUA , AND THE PHILIPPINES),  AND 
VISITED 23 CHILDREN’S HOMES OVER THE 
COURSE OF 39 DAYS.  THESE TRIPS WERE SPENT 
HANGING OUT WITH SOME AMA ZING KIDS, AS 
WELL AS GATHERING IMPACTFUL STORIES AND 
CONTENT TO SHARE WITH YOU! WE ARE 
COMMIT TED TO TRAVELING EACH YEAR TO NOT 
ONLY PERSONALLY EXPERIENCE THE IMPACT 
THAT LIGHT A CANDLE ·  FEED  A CHILD™ IS 
MAKING, BUT ALSO TO SHARE IT WITH OTHERS.

877
 

MEALS
WITH 
KIDS

CHILDREN 
WE MET

PHOTOS
TAKEN
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TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, PHILIPPINES

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, PHILIPPINES

GENERAL SANTOS CITY, PHILIPPINES

BANGALORE, INDIA

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI

 DIRIAMBA, NICARAGUA 

ZAMORANO, HONDURAS

BANGALORE, INDIA
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THE NEXT 10 YEARS
Thank you for your partnership with us over these past 10 years. It's amazing to think that, 
together, we’ve been able to provide nearly 10 million meals to orphaned children since 
launching Bridgewater's Light a Candle · Feed a Child™ program.  

As I reflect on these past 10 years, I think of a small group of kids I met 8-10 years ago as 
we visited Rice Bowl partner homes around the world. These kids were 12-15 years old at 
the time. Today, 10 years later, they are young adults, and most are thriving. Some are 
attending college in their home countries, studying to become teachers, social workers, 
engineers, and dentists. Others have learned trades, entered the work force, and are living 
on their own. Many are actively involved in giving back to their local communities as tutors 

202020

and mentors to kids with backgrounds very similar to their own. Today, I am thankful to call these young adults friends. Often, when we arrive in country to visit Rice Bowl 
homes, our friends are waiting for us at the airport. They travel with us and take care of us, serving as our interpreters - of both the language and the culture. And as we 
travel together, we enjoy our time around the table - talking, laughing, and sharing great meals together, as adults and friends.

As we look forward to the next 10 years, we want to keep growing, because we want to feed more kids. However, the thing I most look forward to in the year 2030 is not 
the number of meals we are providing each year (though that’s important), but watching the kids who are now 12-15 years old (many of whom we’ve known since they were 
preschool age), grow into thriving young adults. I look forward to being met at the airport by them, traveling with them, sharing meals together, and just being together as 
friends. 

Thank you for the very significant role you are playing in the lives of kids around the world through something that might seem quite inconsequential - the 
purchase of a candle!

Bob Caldwell, Jr.

(A LET TER FROM OUR PRESIDENT)
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