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GETTING STARTED 

Thank you for purchasing the Shonin Pen and welcome to the Shonin family. Your Shonin 
Pen doesn’t require a lot of set up to use right away. However, to get the most out of the 
camera you have the option of configuring it to suit your need using advanced settings.   
If you want to get started right away, follow these 4 simple steps.  
 

 

CHARGING 

Remove the cap from the bottom of the camera.  

Insert the built-in USB connector into a USB port on a 
computer.  

Shonin Pen will begin charging, blue light will flash. 

Allow the camera to charge for 60 to 90 minutes before 
using.   

 
 

INSERTING MICRO SD CARD (REQUIRED) 

Once Shonin Pen is charged, insert a Micro SD Card into 
the Pen’s Micro SD Card slot which is located next to the 
USB connector.  
 
Shonin Pen supports Micro SD cards up to 32GB in size.  
 
 

 

MODE SELECTION 

Replace the cap over the USB connector and ensure it is 
secure. Use the mode selector button to switch camera to 
Video or Audio-only mode. Each mode is marked by an 
icon:  
 

      OFF 
 

   Video Mode – Captures both video (with sound). 
 

      Audio-only Mode – Captures sound, but no video. 
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RECORDING 

When ready to record, confirm that the camera is in the 
correct mode by observing the indicator light at the top of 
the camera.  
 

§ Solid blue light means camera is ready to record 
video.  

§ Solid green light means camera is ready to record 
audio-only.  

STARTING AND STOPPING RECORDINGS 

Press the record button at the top of the camera ONCE. 
The light will flash 3 times and turn off. The camera is now 
recording.  
 
Press the record button again to stop recording, the 
indicator light will return to a solid state to indicate that 
the recording has stopped.   
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ADVANCED SETTINGS  

The advanced settings of video resolution and loop recording can be controlled by creating 
a special text file and placing it on the SD Card.  
 

SETTING THE CORRECT TIME  

When the Shonin Pen records a video, it assigns a timestamp to the video file so that the 
file will indicate when it was created. To have your videos correctly time-stamped it is 
important that you correctly set the initial time on your Shonin Pen using the following 
instructions.  
 

1. Ensure a Micro SD card has been inserted into the Micro SD card slot 
2. Plug the camera into the USB port on your computer.  
3. Navigate to your file explorer application (File Explorer on Windows, ‘Finder’ on 

Mac).  
4. Locate the drive that represents the camera and open it.  
5. Locate a file called “settime.txt” and open it with a text editor of your choice.  
6. You will see a line with a date and time separated by a comma. Like this: 
7. Change the date and time to the desired date and time, ensure to keep the format 

the same: YYYY-MM-DD,HH:MM:SS 
 

 
Figure 1 Time Setting File 

 
8. Save the file and exit the text editor without changing anything else. 
9. Disconnect the camera from your computer 
10. Restart the camera 
11. You have successfully changed the time.  
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VIDEO RESOLUTION & LOOP RECORDING  

The Shonin Pen supports two resolution settings: 720p (default) and high resolution 1080p 
(Full HD).  
 
The Shonin Pen also supports Loop recording (ON by default), which will record over old 
videos if the SD card runs out of space.  
 
Both these settings can be adjusted by placing a text file with special text on the SD Card 
being used in the camera.  
 
Here’s how to do that:  
 

1. Ensure a Micro SD card has been inserted into the Micro SD card slot 

2. Plug the camera into the USB port on your computer.  

3. Open any text editor and create a new text file 

4. The settings for video resolution and loop recording are controlled by entering a 

setting into this text file.  

5. Type in (1,1) to set resolution to 1080p AND turn on loop video. The first digit 

within the brackets represents the resolution setting, and the second digit 

represents the loop recording setting. You can change each setting by changing the 

corresponding digit. See below diagram for details.  

 
 
 

 

  

(1,1) 

RESOLUT ION  LOOP  R ECOR DING  

The first digit in the 
setting controls whether 
the video resolution is 
set to 720p or 1080p.  
 
Change this digit to 0 to 
set resolution to 720p.  
 
Change this digit to 1 to 
set resolution to 1080p 
FULL HD  
 

The second digit in the 
setting controls whether 
loop recording is on or 
off.  
 
Change this digit to 0 to 
turn Loop recording OFF.  
 
Change this digit to 1 to 
turn Loop recording ON.  
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6. Once you have edited the setting to your liking, the text file should look like figure 2.  

 
Figure 2 Advanced Settings File 

7. Name the file as settings.txt and save it to the root folder of camera’s drive. 

8. Safely eject the camera from your computer  

9. Turn the camera off by sliding the mode selector to the power icon:  

10. Turn the camera back on by sliding the mode selector to Video mode position:     

11. Your settings will now take effect.  

12. You can confirm whether your settings file was processed by plugging your camera 

(with the Micro SD card still in it) into your computer and observing that the 

settings.txt file is no longer listed.  

13. If the settings.txt remains listed in the folder, this means the file was not processed 

properly. Please try steps 1 through 10 again.  
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SPECIFICATIONS 

Video format AVI 

Video encoding Motion JPEG 

Video resolution 1920x1080 pixels maximum 

Video frame-rate 30 Frames per second 

Media player Any media player that supports AVI format can be used to play 
videos from Shonin Pen 

Aspect ratio 16:9 

Recording Time 180-240 minutes 

Charging Voltage DC-5V 

Storage Support Up to 32GB Micro SD Card 

Battery type High capacity lithium polymer 
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