
                             
Make a Homemade Butterfly Feeder to Attract Butterflies 

to your Garden 
 

 

The Big Butterfly Count 

20th July – 12th August 2018 

The big butterfly count is a nationwide 

survey aimed at helping us assess the 

health of our environment. It was 

launched in 2010 and has rapidly become 

the world's biggest survey of butterflies. 

https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/ 
 

Make your own butterfly feeder 
 

Not only are these insects beautiful, they’re important pollinators and vital to the health of their 

natural habitats. You can encourage these gentle creatures to visit your garden by using easy-to-

make butterfly food and feeders. 

 

Butterfly Food and Nectar 
Think “rotten” when choosing butterfly food. Butterflies like a variety of food sources, especially 

over-ripe fruit and rotting vegetation, bananas, apple, plums are good. 

Make your own butterfly food by mixing a solution of 4 parts water to 1 part granulated sugar, 

boiling the mixture until the sugar is dissolved, then letting it cool.  

 

 

https://www.bigbutterflycount.org/


 

Butterfly Feeders 
Take a ceramic, glass or plastic dish, plate or terracotta 

plant saucer—or any dish with a sloping rim—and suspend 

the plate with flower pot hangers or a macramé-style 

holder made from household twine.  

Place brightly coloured yellow and orange kitchen sponge 

scouring pads in the dish with the liquid butterfly food 

solution. You’ll attract butterflies and give them a 

resting place while they drink. 

 

 

 

 

Making a jam jar or bottle feeder  
Use any small glass jar that has a tight-fitting lid 

or a plastic drinks bottle.  

Punch a small hole in the lid of the jar using a 

small nail and a hammer or a pair of scissors. 

Then cut a piece of sting and thread through 

the hole and tie a knot. Fill your bottle with the 

sugar solution and then push a piece of sponge 

into the neck of the bottle or onto the lid of the 

jar. Replace the lid. Use string to tie around the 

bottle/ jar to make a hanger, then hang the jar 

with the sugar water upside-down so that the 

butterflies can feed on the juice from the 

string.. 


