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Why carry a laptop bag when you could carry & 'soft electronic device™?
This niw bag from Ebeksen hooks up directly to your Windows Vista lapiop
to dsplay emails, appostments and other information on the bag's tough
LCD screan, TERBANINE woul CBN ACCESS wour inka on the mase without even
QpEmng your Dag. How long befone bags oome with Reyviboands and we can
g2t nd ol the Laptops altogethar? Frice TBC www.elehsen.com

of Bright. eyve-catlching colours,
Benita Kompanje's tes ane the result of dechding that ke really should be lved differently,
Edger to escape the nine to five grind, she relocated to the Wetherands and set up
FIII'Il‘l.:,'.Il:" form in 2000, deciding to Sell tes rather than any othér clothing because, she
says, “they abways fit, and lnickers don't!” The ties are delivered to the home or olfice in
thedr own smart wooden boy in just a couple of days, and Kompanje plans to ensure that

Bruningg P Cies DECoem s mong I||.1|1 a Tashion stalerment. She made tes bor Comic Ralied

Kade from Megh qually Silk ."11 pedilabdd in & ranga

n March this year and is planning mare charitable partnerships, o that “pest wearing a
tier can help to make a difference”. Costs £39.95 (£28). www. funkytie.com
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with thew neggieng charges and record profits banks Rave come DD De Seen a5 5 neciss iy

eal by many users, but wea may soon be free from their financial clout. Zopa.com
aunched in fhe UK in 2005 a5 “a markstplace for social lending”, allowing peaple to lend
mepney 10 and borrow Irom one anolner, side-stepping the banks and thesr associabed
cost. Borrowers list loan details and a personal profile, and lenders bid on the loan. The
lencher with the lowest interast rates “wins' eBay-shyle, and the idea is catching on fast
with trend spotting site Springwisecom recently reporting a surge in socal kendng
across new territories. Boober.nl launched at the start of the year in the Metherlands and
has plans to expand inta Belgium and Germany, while Smava.da launched in Germany in
March and 15 already building its nébwork of lenders and borrdwers

wrw.zopa.com, weaw boober.nl, www. smava.de
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WRITE STUFF 1

Chewead, abused agnd shoved to the bottom of & bag, the free pens picked up at
conferences and évents are not usually considered works of art. Mok, that is, unless
they've Desn made by Conway ‘*-'\.I,l,-.'.-.1r' The English company has been making
beautiful pens by hand since 1905 and has more recently supplied pens to corporate
chents including the G& Summet, the E'-enxal Express, Steimway and Rolls Royce. Prices
vary widely depending on exact speciications. but if your companmy can fool the bill it
too could entar thn.'- market for uitra high-end freebles. Pens cost from £328 to £12,000
(€480 ko €£18,000), wwarcomeaystewart.couk
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